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SECOND VO LUME. 

BOOK VIII. 

X)on Bernardin de Cardenas foo/i finds means to re f urn to the 
AJfumptiom, and expel tbejefuits: He is however forced to 
withdraw a fecond time, and the yefuits are refiored to their 
College, Various accufations brought againjf thefe fathers y of 
their being pojfeffed of gold mines, and making a bad ufe of 
. them, are found . to be equally falfe and malicious, Their 
Neophytes render the Province fome important fervices. Page i. 

BOOK IX. 

Indians ofChaco chafiized. Wifdom and difinterefiednefs of the 
Jefuits on the occafion, Portugueze colony of the Holy 
Sacrament fettled on the northern banks of the Rio de La 
Plata, Exceffive pretenftons of the Portugueze, The colony 
of the HQly Sacrament attacked and taken by the Spaniards 
find redu^ion Indians, Great bravery and loyalty of the 
latter on the occafion, Propofat to remove fome of them to the 
neighbourhood of Bm^^^os Ayres rejeSied by the court of 
Madrid, and why, Portugueze allowed a fettlement in the 
Bay of Rio de La Plata, under certain reftri^ions, Ac^ 
count of the Chiquito Indians, and their ^untry^ They are 
civilized and converted by the yefuits, in fpite of the greateft 
violence and fraud in feveral private perfons amongfi the 
. Spaniards to prevent it* New decrees of the court of Ma- 
drid on the occafion, Mamelus amongfi the Chiquites ; 
carry off a great n^f^ber of women and children, whcfe 
bujbands and fathers furrender tbemfelves rather than be 
feparated from them; are at length totally defeated, and their 
captives freed. Various attempts to difcover a better com^ 
Viunication between Tucuman and Paraguay^ Acceffion ofth^ 
JoQufe of Bourbon to the Spanijh dominions. Appxehenfions of 
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the new King of Spain tn regard to bis American ferritorie/. 
Orders to the Jefuits of Paraguay in confequence thereof 
Loyalty of the Indians under their care on the occafton, The 
Portugueze refohe to re-efiablip the colony of the Holy 
Sacrdment. Diverjion ' made- by' fome barBarous Indians' int 
their favour defeated. Colony of the Holy Sacrament re- 
efiablijbed ; taken again by the Spaniards y with the afftfiance 
cf the redu^ion Indians^ who behave with their ufual loyalty 
and bravery. Newly converted Chiquites emulate them ; 
efftji in cbajlizing the bj^rbarous nations ofCh(ico, under Don 
Eftevan de Urigar^ governor of Tucuman, a-mofl extraordi- 
nary perfonage. New nations difcovered on the occafion^ mofl 
of whom, with tnany already known, are civilized and con- 
quer ted, Ufeful reflexions made by thejefuits. New attempts 
io difcovcr a better communication between J'ucuman and. 
Paraguay. Death of Don Efievan de Urigar. Barbarous 
. nations of Chaco take advantage of it, to invade and wafte 
the Spanifb fettlements in their neighbourhood. Chriftian 
Chiquites y twice called upon to pin the Spaniards in chaflizing 
them, behave with great zeal and loyalty^ Page 68* 

B O O K X. 

Don Diego de Los Reyes named Governor of Paraguay:, 
provokes fever al of the inhabitants by his ftri^ attachment 
to jufiice. A confpirdcy againfl him. He caufes the heads of 
it to be arreftedy whoy on their fide^ bring an accufation 
cgainft him before the Royal Audience of La Plata, Don 
Jofepb de Antequera and Caflro, named fudge-inqui fitter on 
the occafton, procures himfelf to be elefled Governor by the 
inhabitants in the room of Don Diego : treats Don Diego 
nmth great indignity ; i^nd behaves in general, with great 
diffhluteneff, injufiice, and cruelty. Don Diego makes his 
ejcape, Antequera marches towards the redu^ions at the 
bead of his troops y and takes fecurity for their quiet behavi- 
our. Clajhing orders of the Viceroy y and the Royal Audience 
of La Plata, and the different flile of thofe orders y afford 
Antequera an handle to difobey both. Inhabitants of the 
Affumption equally refraBory, Antequera caufes Don Diego 
to be carried off by force from Corrientesy and confines him to 
a dungeon^ His adherents addrefs the King. Don Balthazdr 
Garcia Ros fent to bring them to reafon ': baffled in the at- 
tempt by Antequera, Don Balthazar Garcia Ros fets 4ut 
for the Affumption again with an armed force. .Antequera 
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drhes the Jefuits out oj their colkge there, and banijhes 
them, Many^ ix)ho badjigned the edi^ of their banijhment, 
recant, Antequera marches^ at the head of his troops, 
againfl Don naltbazar^ finds means to amufe him^ and 
thereby difperfe bis army. Great number of the redu^ion 
Indians killed: many more^ njuitb their pafiorsy taken prifo- 
ners, and extremely ill treated, Antequera refolves to reduce 
the redu^ions ; frightens the Indians out of four of them ; 
hys vjafie their territories ; and enters the capital in 
triumph, Don Jofeph de Palosy titular Bijbop of Tatulium, 
coadjutor to the bifhop of Paraguay ^ arrives at the Affump- 
tion : engages Antequera and fever al of the rebels ^ to pro^ 
jnife fuhmiffion to lavuful authority, Antequera and the 
rebels^ in the mean time^ find means to amufe Don Brun9 
Maurice de Zavala, Governor of Rio de la Plata, who bad 
orders to reduce them, Antequera again puts off the mafk ; 
greatly embarraffed^ Page 132, 

BOOK XL 

Dan Bruno Maurice de Zavala arrives at Corrientet* 
New intrigues of Antequera ; baffle^ by the coadjutor, 
Antequera embarks on the Paraguay. Don Bruno arrives 
at the Affumption ; enlarges Don Diego \ names Don Martin 
de Borua Governor of Paraguay ; and then returns to BueAos 
Ayres, Coadjutor'* s letter to the King, The Rebellion breaks 
out again. Bold adlion of Antequera^ The King appoints 
Don Bartbelmi de Aldunate Governor of Paraguay, Don 
BartbehnPs projeBfor altering the government of the fe» 
du^ions. He lofes bis government. King orders the fefuits 
to b^ re^efiablifbed at the Affumption, and puts the Parafta 
reduHions under the government of Rib de La Plata, 
yefuits re-eflahlifbed. Behaviour of Antequera at Corduha, 
Viceroy gives orders for taking him dead or alive. He ef capes 
find gets to La Plata, Arrefled there ^ and fent under a 
flrong guard to Lima ; allowed great liberty there^ and 
makes a very bad ufe of it. King orders bim to he tried ^ 
and the fentence on him executed at Lima, A Commiffary at 
. the Affumption, Don Ignatius Soroeta named Governor ef 
Paraguay* A new fusion there, under the name of 
Comfnunc ; infult the new Governor on bis arrival ; oblige 
bim to leave the Capital ; endeavour to get his papers into 
tk^ir bands. The Coadjutor returns. Violences of the Coenr- 
piune. The government nev^ modelled into a Junto. The 
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Oracle of it Mrrejled^ and fent pr if oner to Buenos Ayref\ 

efcapes into Brazil. New troubles at the Affumption, The 

Prsftdent of the Junto takes refuge in the redu^ions. New 

attempts agatnji the Jefuits, The Coadjutor returns to the 

Affumption, Rebels endeavour to get tbemfelves autborifed 

by the Royal Audience of Charcas. The return of Don 

Ignatius de Soroeta to Lima haflens the proceedings againfl 

Antequera, Sentence againfl him and Don John de Mer^a 

' another rebel. Behaviour of Antequera qn its being read to 

him. Retra/ls all be had faid (igain/l the Jefuits^ and calls 

for one of them to confefs htm. Tumult at Lima, occafioned 

by hisfentehce. He is Jhot to death, by the Viceroy's orderj, 

' in his way to the place of execution, to prevent an, efcape \ 

' and then beheaded on the fcajfold, Don Jokn de Mena 

iebeaded likewife. Page 205, 

BOOK XII. 

Effe^s produced, in Paraguay, by the execution of Antequera 
and Mena, Jefuits driven a third time ouf of their College,. 

■ at the AJfumption. Don Jojeph Pahs'* s letter on the occafton 
to their Provincial The Guaycurus threaten the City. Con-- 
fufton in it. Meafures taken by Don Bruno de Zavala for 
thefecurity of the Province. The Commune retain the Bifhop 
againfl his will. The town ofCorrientes takes part with the 
Commune, and fends its King's Lieutenant prifor^er to the 

. Affumption. The Commune receive a blow from the re* 
du^ion Indians. Don Manuel Auguflin de Ruiloba named 

- Governor of Paraguay. Meafures taken by the Bijhop to, 
facilitate his reception. Redu^ion Indians ordered to affemble 
on the frontiers. Bijhop of Buenos Ayres, at the Affumption. 
His flrange behaviour there. Civil war in the Commune ; 
ended by a truce made by the mediation of the two Bijhops^ 
Arrival of the new Governor at the Affumption. He meets 
with great oppojttion in his attempts to re-ejlablijb the Jefuits, 
The Malecontents raife troops. The Governor does tbefame^ 
but is abandoned by mofl of them : will not Jiflen to any ac^ 
commodation ; // left alone, and killed \ his body treated with 

^great indignity. The Commune name the Bipop of Buenos 
Ayres their Governor. The redu^ion Indians return home* 

The name of Commune changed into that of General f unto. 
Nrw Governor made a tool of by the Commune % figns an^ 
ed'dl againfl the Jefuits. Repref^'ntation of their Pro-- 

' vincial, Don Diego de los Reyes fully jit^ified^ The Bifhop 
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ef Paraguay convinces of bis mijbebaviour that of Buenot 
AyreSy who thereupon withdraws to Buenos Ayres, The 
Bijhop of Paraguay follows him. The redu^ion Indiarli 
return to the Frontiers. Orders of the Viceroy y in confe^ 
quence of the murder of the Governor. Famine and ficknefs 
in the redu^ions. New divifions in the Junto. Death-bed 
retra^ation of the Defender of the Junto. Effe^s of it. 
Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala caufes himfelf to he received 
in quality of Governor of Paraguay ; defeats the rear guard 
cf the rebel army. Punijhment of prifoners. Redu^ion 
Indians difmijfed. Governor's letter in their favour to the 
King. He makes his entry into the Affumption. UnexpeBed 
fubmifjion of fever al Rebels. Some punijhed. The Bijhop of 
Paraguay Jhip-wrecked in bis return to the Affumption. 
Jefuits unanimoujly recalled by the whole province : hotu 
received. Don Bruno named Governor of Chili ; appoints 
Don Martin d'Ecbauri Governor of Paraguay : fets out for 
bis new government. Attempt of the Spaniards upon, the 
Colony of the Holy Sacrament^ affifted by the redu^hn 
Indians. One of their pajiors killed at the attack. College 
founded for the Jefuits y at Buenos Ayres ; and a boufey at 
Monte Video. Bijhop of Tucuman folicits leave to become one 
•f them. Page 26S. 

BOOK XIII. 

New fervices of redu^ion Indians. Death of Don Jofepb 
de Palos. Jefuit murdered in endeavouring to civiVrze and 
convert the inhabitants of Chaco. New attempt to difcover 
an eafy communication between the Provinces of Paraguay 
and Tucuman ; mifcarrieSy through a total failure of water 
in the Pilco Mayo. Jefuits again honourably acquitted pf 
new charges brought againjl them at Madridy in confequence 
ef the defence made by tbemfelveSy and the retra^ation of 
cne of their principal calumniators. Letter from the new Bijhqp 
ef Buenos Ayres to the Kingy concerning the redu^ions. 
New decree in their favour. Letter of his Majejly to their 
Pajiors ; printedy as well as the Bijbofsy along with the 
decree. Portugueze of Brazil attempt to open, a clandejiine 
trade y between that country and Peruy through the Chiquite 
redu^ions. The behaviour of their Pajiors y on this occafiony 
univerfally approved. Chiquites received immediate Vaffals 
ef the Crown. Tejiimony of the celebrated Marquis de Valle 
Umbrofo infav(nir oftbemfelves and their Pajiors. Page 323, 

BOOK 
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BOOK XIV. 

Indians of Cbac$ again refra^ory ; and again feverely 
chajlizedy particularly hy Cbrijiian zamucos. Singular event 
among the latter, Succefsful niijpon made by tbe Jefuits in 
tbe Spanijb touuns ofTucuman. Frejb bojiilities committed 
hy tbe Abipones ; terminated by a peace^ wbicb tbe 'Jefuits 
improve to tbe converting of tbem, Toias, again trouble- 
fome ; roughly handled^ and effetlually reftrained. Mata» 
guayos and Mocovis fubdued. Great diftnterefiednefs of Don 
Francis de Bareda^ Commander againfl tbe latter, Abipones 
attack Cordttba ; after doing a great deal of mif chief forced 
to retreat. Univerfal dearth in all tbe Parana and Uruguay 
redu^ions ; effe^ually remedied hy their pafiors. Fugitive 
Tohatines found out, and formed into a redu^ion. A re^ 
duSlion founded among tbe Guenoas\ and another ^ by 
fecular priejls^ among tbe Vilelas, fcfuits turn their thoughts 
towards the Magellanic Regions, General defcription of tbe 
country and its inhabitants. No Giants y now or formerly^ 
among them, A great numher of them formed into a 
redu^ion, under the name of tbe Conception ^ almofi oppojtte 
Monte Video, at tbe requefl of four of their Chiefs : foon 
civilized to a mofl extraordinary degree. Some other Ma* 
gellanifsy headed hy a Cacique y furnamed BraVb hy the 
Spaniards y furprize tbe Spanijh town, called tbe Magdalen ; 
put two hundred of tbe inhabitants to t he f word ; andy after 
pillaging tbeplaccy carry a much greater numher intojlavery ; 
approach the Conception ; hut retreat on finding t hem f elves 
txpe^ed, Spaniards of Buenos Ayres treat fome of tbe Con* 
ception Indians as guilty of a deftgn upon them ; madefenfthle 
of their miflake. Expedition againfl the Cacique Bravo ; 
terminatesy without blood fbed, in a ceffation of arms, an 
exchange of pr if (mersy and a treaty of peace. Royal decree in 
favour of the eflablifbments formed by tbe jefuits in the 
Magellanic Regions, Conception y in the mofi flourifbingcon* 
ditiony on tbe point of being dejlroyedby tbe clandefline intro* 
du^ion offpirits\ r-emoved to a more healthy f pot, Magellanic 
coafi minutely furveyed by exprefs orders of tbe Spanijh Court ; 

found uninhabited and unirihebitable. More Magellanifis 
apply for y and obtain, fefuits to infiruil them. Reduction 
erf the Conception broke up. Ne^v war between the Spaniards 

. and Magellanifis, Hopes ofprcpagatingy or even maintain* 
fngi thegofpel among tbe lattery vanifioed. New orders from 
Spain concerning tbe redu^ ions likely to prove fatal to them,, 
Coficlufion, Page 372. 
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BOOK VIII. 

Don Bernardin de Cardenas foon finds means to return to 
the Affumption^ and expel the Jefuits : He is however 
forced to withdraw afecond time^ and the Jefuitt are 
refiored to their College. Various accufations brought 
againfi thefe fathers of their being pojfejfed of gold 
mines i and making a bad ufe of them^ are found to bd 
equally falfe and malicious. Their Neophytes render 
jbe Pfovincefome important fervices. 

IT may very well be imagiaed, that the 
troubles which had, for thefe two laft years, 1644. 
prevailed in the Province of Paraguay, ^^--sr^^ 
muft have confidcrably retarded the progrefs of Reli- 
gion and Piety, not only among the Indians who* had 
been witneffes to them, but even among thofe of the 
Parana reductions, where it was impoflible entirely to 
conceal all that happened ; not to Ipeak of the Neo- 
phytes whom the governor had fent for, and who had 
fcen too much, not to be grievoufly fcandalizcd. But 
though the Jefuits had all this time enjoyed the great- 
eft tranquillity, they were too few to make any new 
conquefts. Now and then, indeed, they met in their 
Vol. II. B journeys 
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journeys fome of the Indians that had been formerly 
bap.tUed by St. Francis Solano^ and other religious 
from Peru, and who had difperfed afterwards for fear 
of being enflaved by the Spaniards. Though tt was a 
much harder matter to reclaim moft of theie Indians^ 
than it had been to convert them, when they knew 
our holy religion merely by the virtues of ihofe wh^ 
canpe to inftrudk them in it, a few were found among 
them who had perfevered in their baptifinal innocence, 
iind among the refl^ one who had been baptiled at the 
age of twenty, and was now upwards of one hundred. 
It is true he retained nothing of all he had learned, 
but the belief of one God ; but this belief was fo 
lively, that he every day worfliipped him on his knees, 
and with hands lifted up to heaven in the devouteft 
manner. 

About this time there prevailed a report that the 
Jefuits had difcovered fbme very rich gold mines 
in the Province of Uruguay, and took the great- 
eft precautions, to keep the knowledge of them 
from the Spaniards. We have already feen that 
Don Bernardin de Cardenas had made a handle of 
fpme fuch report, to juftify his defign of driving thefe 
fathers out of their reductions. This prelate's decla> 
mations a^inft them, and the confidence with which 
he fpoke of this difcovery, wrought upon a great many 
perfons, thofe efpecially whom the zeal of thefe miffi* 
oriaries, to preferve the liberty of their Neophytes, had 
put ia an ill hunK)ur^ ibme of them even went to 
far as to write to the Royal Council of the Indies, 
that it was proper to withdraw the Jefuits from the 
reductions, and fend other paflors there in their ftead. 
It was afterwards given out with equal aflurance, that^ 
thefe fathers^ not fatisfied with enriching their ibciety, 
fent a great deal of this gold to foreign countries ^ and 
this calumny made fuch an impreiTion on the Council, 
that it fent orders to withdraw froai the mifllous of 

Paraguay 
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Paraguay all thofe Jefuits that were not his Majefby's 
born fubjedts. 

The mines, however, fbon vaniftied, and (everal 
perfons blufhed at having fo lightljr credited a fadt of 
thit nature on the word of a fmgle witnefe, whofe tefti- 
mony all forts of reafons fhould have rendered fufpi- 
cious, if not abfolutely incredible. This was an In- 
dian called Bonaventure, who, after having lived as a 
fervant in a convent of Buenos Ayres, eloped to fome 
vagabond Indians, with whom he wandered about 
for forae time, as if he had never received the leaft 
tindture of Chriftianity. At laft, however, various 
adventures, infoparable from this kind of life, con- 
duced him to one of the redudtions of the Province 
of Uruguay, where he immediately made himfelf 
known for a Chriftian; and even adted his part fo well, 
that he foon acquired a great reputation for virtue, and 
zeal for the lalvation of fouls ; but when people thought 
leaft of it, he canied off a married woman, whom he 
had debauched ; but being purfued was brought back, 
whipped publickly, and remanded to Buenos Ayres. 

It is very probable that the inhabitants of this city 
were, for fome time, without knowing what had hap- 
pened to him fince he left it; be that as it wilf, he 
immediately gave out that the Jeluits had difoovered 
in the countries where he had been, fome very rich 
gold mines, and fpoke fo pofitively of them, that 
he was believed by feveral perfons ; for he went fo far 
as to fay that he had worked in them, . and that \ik 
three days they gathered grains enough to fill a haff 
bufhel. He aadad, that l^ing once ftrongly tempted 
to avail himfolf of fuch plenty, he had, in conjundtion 
with another Indian, formed a fcheme to elope with 
as large a quantity of this precious metal as they could 
carry, but that his partner having betrayed him, he 
had been feverely whipped, and expelled the Province. 

A fingle refledtion, and foch as one would imagine 
could hardly efcape diofe who heard this account nam 

E z him, 
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him, might have rendered it fufpedted; and that was, 
that the Jefuits muft be exceeding great fools, not to 
fecure aman, who knew their fecret, and had been ill 
ufed by them. But mines of gold poflefled by religi- 
ous who made a myftery of them, was a difcovery too 
flattering for feveral perfons, not to be credited without 
further inquiry. Bonaventure, befides, had (b well 
fore(eea all the queflions that could be afked him, that 
he an(wered every thing without the leaft hefitation. 
He pointed out the places whence the gold was dug^ 
the number and quality of the mines, and his whole 
narration carried with it fuch an air of fimplicicy and 
candour, that even thofe whom he could not quite 
perfuade, judged it requifite to fend perfons to exa7 
mine upon the fpot into the truth of fo important a 
difcovery. 

Things, however, were carried no further, till the 
re£tor of the college of Buenos Ayres having fummoned 
the magjftrates to take cognizance of the affair in a 
regular manner, the informer was juridically interro- 
gated ; but he not only acquitted himfelf in a manner 
that did him no honour, but feveral inquiries and re- 
fearcbes made, in confcquence of his accufation, fervr 
ed only to render his impofition ftill more glaring; fo 
that Don Pedro Eftevan d'Avila, governor of the 
*prQvince, wrote to the royal council of the Indies, 
th^t the gjold mines fo much fpoken of, had not even 
the feaft (hadow of exiftence. Upon this the infor- 
mer held his tongue,, but his. filence was of no long 
continuance; the fear of punifliment,, which he could 
not have avoided, if the Jefuits had profeciited him, 
alone withheld him, and the hopes of impunity made 
him break out again. He applied more particularly 
to thofe that arrived from Europe; and Don Hya- 
cinth de Laris, knight of Santiago, being come foon 
after to replace Don Pedro Eftevan d'Avila, he im- 
mediately waited on him, and 'told him it was very 
furprifing that a man fhould not be credited, who ad- 
vanced 
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Tanced nothing but what he had been an eye-witncfs 
tQ ; and that merely becaufe the terror, occafioned by 
the formalities of a judicial interrogatory, had made 
him faulter in his anfwers, 

Don Hyacinth de Laris would have been very 
glad that this man had fpoke the truth ; but, after 
what had happened, he was greatly at a Ipis what to 
do in the affair, when he received a letter from the 
bifhop of Paraguay, in which this prelate fpoke of the 
mines in queftion, as of a thing that could not be 
doubted of. This letter foiin became publick: Bona- 
venture triumphed at it, and* the governor thought 
himfelf indifpciifably obliged to (pare no pains or ex- 
pence to clear up the matter. And, after fome private 
conferences with the informer, he ;at laft refolved to 
repair to the fpot, and embarked with an elcort of 
fifty foldiers, the infornier, and a gentleman called 
Martin de Vera, who had the reputation of being 
a very able miner. 

But Don Hyacinth had fcarce got half-way, when 
Bonaventure fuddenly difappeared. This elopement 
gave rife in his mind to a great many reflections, but 
he was too far advanced to return back without his 
errand. He therefore purfued his journey as far as 
the firft rcdudions of the Parana, where he kept the 
defign of his expedition a profound fecrct. He only 
queftioned fbme of the Neophytes on mines in gene- 
ral, and recommended the ftridleft fecrefy to them. 
But father Diaz Tano, at thi» time iliperior to the miC- 
fions, having got notice of his defign, begged him to 
continue. the vifit of thefc reductions, and required 
him, in the king's name, to ftimmon the biftiop of the 
Affumption to lend him the proofs of what he had fo 
confidently advanced to the prejudice of his order. 
Don Hyacinth could not refufc to comply with fo juft 
a demaiHd; a^nd after having difpatched a perfon he 
could depend upon to ferve the furnmons, he entered 
the Province of Paraguay, where he loon perceived that 
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the fight of his foldiers had fpread an alarm through 
all the redui£lions. 

On his aflcing the reafon of it, he was told that the 
Neophytes, who were but too well acquainted with 
the projeft formed by the bifhop of Paraguay to de- 
prive them of their miffionaries, and replace them 
with ecclefiafticks, feeing him furrounded with foldiers, , 
fcarce doubted of his being come with a defign to 
carry it into execution, and of his having brought 
the prieft who accompanied him as chaplain, merely 
to put him in pofleffion of all [thefc churches. The 
miffionaries added, that they would not be anfwerabic 
for the confequences of fuch a ftep, unlefs he fpeedily 
re-affiired thefe new Chriftians, who were not to be 
trifled with on this head, as they were convinced that 
the only end propofed in thus changing their paftors, 
was to deprive them of their liberty 5 and that the 
entire evacuation of all the reductions was the leaft 
evil to be apprehended, from his not giving them all 
the fatisfadtion they had a right to expedt. 

The governor made anfwer, that he was very far 
from entering into the views of thfi bifhop of Para- 
guay; and to give them a proof of his fincerity, im-? 
mediately fent back his chaplain to Buenos Ayres, 
without lb much as giving him leave to fay mafe in 
any one of the redudions. The departure of this ec- 
clefiaftick, and the aflTurances given the Neophytes of 
the governor's difpofitions, in regard to their miffionr 
aries, had the defired efFed. The Indians renderc4 
him all the honours he could expedt, and nothing now 
hindered him from making all the refearches, which 
were the objedt of his journey. 

The firfl thing he did, was to declare to all his ibl- 
diers, that he would make a captain of the firil man 
who dilcovered a mine, equip him in a magnificent 
manner, and give him, befides, a gratification of two 
hundred Philipines. We may well imagine, that fifty 
foldiers, animated by fuch promifes, fpared no pain$ 

to 
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to find out what the governor was come to look for, 
and at length, one of them having been told by an In- 
dian, that his father had condudted him when a child 
to a gold mine, and that he could (hew him the way 
to it, immediately waited on the general, with his in- 
former, and claimed the rewards he had offered. Don 
Hyacinth anfwered, that he might depend upon them, 
if the information given him turned out true; but, 
when he came himlelf to interrogate the Indian, he 
found that he had loft his father before he was five 
years old; however, he put him into the hands of th? 
miner, and font them off to vilit the mines, with a 
iufficient e(cort. 

After traveifing for (bme days through the moft 
frightful roads, they arrived at the end of their jour- 
ney ; but inftead of mines, or even the leaft appearance 
of any, they met with nothing at the place to which 
they were condudted, but ibme fhells, whofe relplen- 
dent colours might have eafiiy impofed on Co young 
a child. In the mean time, the courier, which 
Don l)yacinth had difpatched to the Affumption, ar- 
rived with letters from the governor and the bifliop 
of Paraguay. The firft anfwered, that he had often 
heard fpeak of the gold mines of the province of 
Uruguay, but in fo vague a manner, that he never 
imagined any ftrefs was to be laid upon what peo- 
ple faid of them. The fecond, after promifing to 
give, in due time and place, certain indications of the 
mines, Don Hyacinth was looking for, and entering 
into (everal matters quite foreign to the point in quef- 
tion, concluded by faying, that it would be firft re- 
l|uifite to drive the Jefuits quite out of thefe provinces, 
;and that the advantages which would accrue from 
their cxpulfion, - would be equal to any that could be 
(Otpcdted from the moft plentiful gold mines. 

The governor, enraged at this difeppointment, be- 
gan to fee, diat thofc who had put him upon thefe re- 
searches, had fuffered themfelves to be blinded by the 
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ill-will they bore the company : however, the flight 
of Bonaventure fiUeci him with doubts and fufpicjops ; 
^ut the Jefuiis, who knew people would certainly ac- 
cufe them, with having put him out of the way, be- 
ftirred themfelves fo much to know what was be- 
come of him, that they at laft found him, and fent 
him well hound to the governor. Don Hyacinth orr 
dered him to be unbound, and then taking him afide, 
" Friend, (aid he, my fortqne and yot^r own ^re now 
^* in your hands : condu(St me to the mines, which 
** you told me you had feen, ^nd of which you 
** (poke to nie with fo ipuch confidence, and you may 
depend upon my doing for you more than you cam 
expedl.*' My Lord, " anfwered the Indjan, with all 
the marks of the greateft aflonilhmpnt ; " I do not 
** know what you niean j I pever (poke of pfiines tp 
** any one." 

The governor, imagining that he anfvjrered \r\ 
this manner, merely becaufe he did no; think it 
(afe to fpeak his mind, gaye hirn his word that 
he would take him under his protecftion, and then de- 
fired him to recolleft all he had faid of the mines 

■ ( ... . ■. . . . ■ r 

where he had worked, of the fortrefTes built by the 
jefuits to guard them, of the garri Ions they main- 
tained in thefe fortre(res, and of the arms with which 
they \yere well provided: but Bonaventure ftill pro- 
tefted, that he did not remember ever to h^yefpoken 
of any (iich things. IJpon this the governor ordered 
him to be put to the queftion, but the force of tor-: 
ments could extort no other confeflion from him, than, 
that if he ever fppke of rnines and fprfreflfes, he muft 
have been drunk when he did ib. " No matter, 
** replied the goyernor, whether jt was dj-unkennefs, or 
*' deceit, it fhall co(l you your life,*' and he accord- 
ingly ordered him to be hanged on. the (pot. But 
the Jefuits {thought proper to intercede for him, and 
with much ado prevailed on Don Hyacinth to.difmifs 
him with two hundred lafhes. 

These 
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These religious flattered themfelves that the ill 
(uccefs of this calumny would leave its authors no- 
thing but the fhame or having ufelefsly employed it 
to ruin them; but it happened to be of the nature of 
thofe, whofc firfl impreffions leave traces behind them, 
that the moft authentick juftifications cannot efface. 
They refemble certain trees, the fmalleft roots of which, 
though the trunk has been cut down, are fufficient to 
procji^ce a new one. Accordingly, we fliall foon fee the 
mines of Paraguay make a greater figure than ever, 
and even multiply and extend beyond the province of 
Uruguay ; and though (unk a fecond t^me to the cen- 
tre of the earth, by the moft folemn declarations, and 
thefe, top, publiflied after the moft exadl inquiries, 
pals in both hemiipheres for a thing inconteftably 
proved, and of which many people are furprifed to 
hear others entertain the leaft doubt 

TucuMAN now was the only province where the 
Tefuits enjoyed a tranquillity that nothing difturbed, 
oecaufe they laboured undeivjthe pmted\ion of a bifhop, 
who himfelf (hewed them the example, and loft.no 
opportunity of taking their part. Accordingly the 
Lord blefled all their endeavours in an extraordinary 
manner. On the other hand, in fpite of all they fuf- 
fered in the neighbouring provinces, their reduftions 
on the Parana, and the Uruguay, were now in a more 
flourifliing condition than ever they had been, with- 
out excepting even thofe, which were near enough not 
only to hear the ftorm, but from time to time receive 
forae (hocks from it. They had more than repaired all 
their lofles, had no longer any thing to fear from the 
Mamelus, or their allies, and already formed that Cbri- 
ftian republick, which was the wonder of- all thofe 
who took the neareft view of it. The members of 
it lived in the practice of virtues, of which it: could 
fcarce be believed that men of this kind were capable ; 
but the greateft wonder of all was, that this fcnfiblc 
improvement was as much the work of the Neo- 
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phytes, as of their paftors, who had found means of 
animating their flock with all the zeal with which 
they themfelves were jnfpirfed. 

This was very far from being the cafe with the 
reductions of the Itatines, in one of which all the 
inhabitants revolted againft their paflor^ and even 
wounded him in a dangerous manner. This commo- 
tion would have been followed by the entire diiHpation 
of them, had not the paflors of the neighbouring re- 
ductions found means to make themfelves mafters of 
the principal authors of the miichief, and fwd them 
to one of the reductions of the Uruguay, at two hun- 
dred leagues diftance. But this calm was icarce re- 
ftof cd, when the Mamelus, no longer willing to mea* 
fuire their ftrength with the Ghriftians on the Parana, 
and the Uruguay, fell fuddenly upon the Itatines, who 
were neither fo well armed nor fb much within the 
teach of affiftance, and whom, befides, it was much 
eafier to furprife ; and they accordingly iurprifed them. 
Father Francis Arias was killed in the reduction he 
governed ; a great number of Neophytes were car- 
ried away in chains, and it was with great difficulty, 
that after the retreat of thefe banditti, the miffiona- 
ries could colleCt enough of the difperfed Neophytes 
to form two towns. About this time too, father Ro- 
mero, whom We have fo often had occafioh to niention, 
was murdered in Chaoo, where he bad formed a re^ 
duCtion ; and the fruits of his labours were entirely loft. 
All this while Don Bernardin d^Carde- 
1645. nas continued at Corrientes, where, to the 
^'^>r^ great furprife of every one, he aCted as if he 
had been both governor and bifhop of the place, dct 
pofin^ as he thought proper the officers of juft ice, 
and naming others to fucceed them, ordaining perfon$ 
that had no dimiflbry letters, and not only without 
the leave of the vicar^general named by the chapter of 
Buenos Ayres, the fee of which was now vacant, but: 
even in fpite of the inhibitions with whigh this eccle^ 

fiaftick 
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fiaftick caufed him to be (erved. The Jefuits had not, 
as yet, any fettlement in this towiV; but as they were 
frequently obliged to pa& through it, and fometimes, 
when it happened to ftand in great need of fpiritual 
aiiiftance, they were often forced by the inhabitants 
to ftay a few days among them. 

Th£ bilhop of Paraguay took this ami(s,. inter^ 
di£ted thefe religious, and even extended his refent-* 
ment to thofe who received them into their houfes, 
though he had received two citations from the royai 
audience of Charcas to appear before that tribunal. 
But fo far from obeying them, he made no other an-* 
fwer, but by recriminations againfl: the governor of 
Paraguay » and the Jefuits. The firft thing he fet 
about, after his arrival at Corrientes, was, to draw up 
a memorial, by way of manifefto, of every thing relat-> 
iJig to his exile, and then (ent it with a letter in the 
feme ftyle, dated the third of January, by his nephew^ 
to the bidiop of Tucuman. 

In this letter Don ^emardin (poke of the governor 
of Paraguay in the mod: injurious terms, reprefented 
him as a madman, who had facrilegioufly dared to 
lay hands upon his bifhop, without any regard ei*> 
ther to his per(bn, his dignity, or the holinels of bis 
€hara<fler; treated him as a violator of the (acred 
rights of the epifcopal office, and of the jurifilidioa 
and immunities of the church; and complained bit--^ 
terly, that after fo many exceffes, the lead of whicb 
deferved death, ihftead of being punilhcd by the fii- 
perior tribunals, he had been loaded by them with ho- 
nours and rewards. But as he coniidered Don Gre- 
gorio de Hinoftrofa merely as the vile tool of the Je- 
fuits, it was againft thefe religious he principally vent- 
ed all the bitterne^ of his gall; in(bmuch that he 
co\ild not have employed other (trokes, or other co- 
lours, to^defcribe the moft contemptible, and deteft- 
;ible men that ever exited ; and this he did with as 
much aiTurance^ gs if informations bad been taken 

^ainft 
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againft them in themoft juridical form, and they had 
been convided beyond a poffibiHty of reply. How- 
ever, as he forefaw that the bifhopof Tucuman would 
hear every thing from perfons, who had quite ano- 
ther opinion of the Jefuits, to intereft this prelate the 
better in his caufe, he added, thatthefe fathers had 
dared to advance, that he himfelf and his proviforhad 
incurred the cenfures of the church, for having confe- 
crated him without bulls. It is, however, certaiitthat 
they had never faid any fuch thing. But Don Ber- 
nardin concluded it from certain writings publifhed, 
to prove that he himfelf was bound by cenfures, and 
of which he had taken it into his head that the Jefuits 
were the authors. 

What he moft iafifted upon in his letter, was the 
indifpeniabk "obligation he pretended Don Melchbr 
was under, of aflembling a provincial council, in qua- 
lity of the oldeft bi(hop of the province, the arch-epit 
copal fee being at this time vacant ; for, faid he, the bu- 
finefs is no lefs, than to ftop the progrels of an evil, 
which cannot be too loon reftrained, the inundation of 
crimes and facrileges which deluge the province of Para- 
guay, and the fchifm which tears the church ; thaii to 
condemn monftrous herefies taught by the Jefuits ; than 
to reftore to the church her privileges, and her jurif- 
didtion ; than to hinder the birtiops from being ftrip^ 
of their rights and revenues ; than to provide for the 
fefety of their perfons ; than to reftrain the cupidity 
of the ufufpers of hismajefty's domain and patronage; 
than to pift an end to the commerce they carry on in 
the gok} of Paraguay with ft rangers, to the great pre- 
judice of the king's treafury ; than, in fine, to fecure the 
falvation 6f aii inrinite number of fouls redeemied with 
the blood of Chrift, and' perverted by a dodtrine, 
founded on heretical and fchifmatical principles. 

The better to engage the bifhop of Tucuman not 
to defer the convocation of this council,* Doo Bernar- 
din, after threatening him with the indignation of 
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heaven, in cafe he refufed to employ fo efficacious a 
remedy for fo many evils, after putting him in mind 
of the decree of the council of Trent, which en- 
joins the frequent holding of provincial councils^ 
and thence concluding, that he was bound under 
pain of mortal fin, to aflemble one, without any 
further delay, added, " I require it of you in the 
name of God, of the bleflfcd apoftles, and of our 
mother, the holy church ; I humbly and moft ear- 
neftly require it, and with all the refpeft that is 
due to you.- I exhort you to it, protefting againft 
you, for the irreparable damages that muft infallibly 
refult from your refufal. May G(^d avert fo great 
an evil ; may he infpire your n)ofl illuftrious lord- 
fhip with fo necelfary a refolution ; may he then 
raife you to the throne of the metropolis, and there 
preferve you many years, as I heartily wifh for the 
good of the church. At Corrientes, the third of 
** January, 1645." 

It appears by this letter, that all Don Bernardin's 
own conceits, and all the fu^eftions of certain per- 
fons, acquired in his mind the appearance of the moft 
evident truths, and that the force of his imagination 
rivetted him fo clofe to the objeds of it, as to leave 
no room f3r thofe reflexions which might naturally 
be expected to arife from them. For what could he 
expeft from a council, in which Don Mclchior de 
Maldonado was to prefide, fmce he could not but 
know from this prelate's repeated letters to him, that 
he differed widely from him in his fentiments, not 
only concerning the Jefuits, but concerning his beha- 
viour fince he had taken poffeiTion of the fee of Para- 
guay ; and how could he fend him, as he did, his letter 
and his memorial, by father de Cardenas, kr^owingwhat 
he thought of this religious. But, incapable of renoun- 
cing any thing he had once taken into his head, he 
could not believe, that it was poffible for any indif- 
ferent perfon to diffent from him. Accordingly 

the 
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die bffliop of Tucuman's anfwer, though nothing 
jcouid be better adapted, made not the leait impreffion 
upon htm to remove his prejudices. But I (hall give 
a copy of it, that the reader may judge forhimfelf. 
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" My Lord, 
There arc three articles in your moft illuftrious 
lordftiip's letter, which I cannot defer anfwering. 
The firil relates to what has lately happened to 
you, to which you add, that both I and my pro- 
vifor are made partakers of your difgrace *, for 
♦* having confecrated you without feeing the pope's 
^' hulls. The fecond is, that the fathers of the com- 
** pany of Jelus are the authors of all the miichief, 
♦* and that they have faid, they were inftituted to re- 
*^ form the bifliops, and have advanced feveral other 
things, fome of which are heretical, and the reft 
litde better. By the third you earneftly prefe me to 
call a provincial council, and refer me, for my better 
*' information, to a relation that father de Cardenas 
" was to communicate to me. I happened to be 
*^ at Rioja when this religious arrived at Santiago, 
** and he fent me your letter, but I have not feen the 
** relation. 

** In anfwer to the firft article, I do not know vrfiat 
*' to think of ail the accounts that have been fent 
** from Paraguay into this province, though I can fee 
** there muft be a fault fomewhere : that the fathers 
of the company are the authors of all the mifchief, 
I read in your letter, but in that of father Lupercio, 
their provincial, I find a very foccindt and modeft 
relation, and withal, very full of refpe£k towards 
your moft illuftrious lordfhip, whofe conduct he 
no way takes upon him to blame. When I com- 
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* This provifor had been one of the aflifting canons at the con- 
fecration of Don Bernardin, who had no dilpenfation for htiBg 
confecrated by a iingle biihop, afllfted by two canons. 
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^^ pare it with yours, I obferve in it modeftyy good 
*^ ienie, gravity, all that can be expected from a man 
*^ of his birth, and a religious of. the company of Je- 
*^ fus. I am bound to afford him that protection, 
*^ which his adions feem to deferve. On this princi* 
*' pie you aad I are agreed, fince it is an apoftoUcal 
'^ rule common to us both, to protedt the innocent, 
*'' and ftill more, in the cafeof a religious order, which, 
^^ while it is perfecuted in Paraguay, is carefled at 
^^ Rome, and all the other courts of Europe. This 
^^ order has but juit made its appearance, and it can 
^^ already reckon a great many martyrs and faints, aH 
^^ of a diitingui(hed rank. The iecond Paul of the 
** church iflued from its bofom *, and no Jefuits have 
^^ been as yet known to give into herefies. As to the 
^^ gold mines of Paraguay, they are looked upon by 
^* all men of fenfe, as an invention of hell to deflroy 
** their redudtions. 

^^ But, my Lord, let us put into the fcales, on 
*^ the one hand twelve thouiand crowns, which his 
^' majefty allows them for this good work out of the 
^' treafiiry of Buenos Ayres, and on the other the 
^* millions of children baptized, the hundred thoufands 
^' of adults converted and civilized, after having 
^^ been drawn out of their forefts in countries where 
^* no Spaniard had ever fet his foot; thefe anions, 
^^ to judge of them by the rules of religion and rea* 
^* (on, muft be, in the eyes of God, and all thinking 
** men, of great weight ; let us confider their tem- 
^' pies fo rich and magnificent, and where divine 
" iervice is performed with fo much iblemnity : 
*^ how much fweat, fatigue and expence, muit 
** not fuch eftabliftiments have coft them ! Thefe 
** are the gold mines of Paraguay. If thefe fathers 

* This is Hkewife the name which Don Juan de Palafox gives 
St. Francis Xavier, in his flxort account of the eilabiiihment of 
religiouf orders. 
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*' were fo intent upon accumulating riches, they would 
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not have given, as they are accu(ed, thirty thou- 
fand gold crowns to a governor, from whom they 
had nothing to hope. I have often ' endeavoured 
to find out, which way they could fend their gold 
into foreign countries, and to the enemies of the 
ftate, but Ihave not as yet been able to find it Out, 
Certainly it is not by the way of St. Paul of Pi- 
ratininguc. Let us now fpeakof the herefies with 
which they are accufed. 

'* Let your moll. illuftrious lordfhip tell the per- 
Ibns who buzz thefe accufations into your ears, that 
they arc no better than impoftors ; forbid them 
yourhoufe, as to lb many calumniators, and this 
cry of herefy and Ichifm will foon die away. I 
have always obferved, my lord, that among all the 
charges brought againft the Jefuits, no one has as 
yet taken it into his head, to accufe them with 
' frequenting women, with Ibliciting them, of with 
any other fuch crirtie, which the frailty of Our na- 
ture might render more credible : God has permit- 
ted, that fuch things alone fhould be laid to their 
charge, as are altogether improbable, and in re- 
gard to which, they need not take any trouble to 
juftify themfelvcs. However, they have not been 
** a little mortified to fee themfelves accufed of hc- 
*' refy, and the other crimes with which you charge 
** them, but they could not tak« a better method to 
** clear themfelves, than by fpcaking,- as they do, with 
** lb much refpeft and reverence for your lordfhip, 
^^ and without evfer t:omplaining of thofe who have 
*' a fhare in the perJecutions raHed againft them. 

" As to the provincial council, >yhich you require 
*'* me to alfemble, I fully fatisfied my duty on that 
*' bead, . in the life-time, of the arcbbilhop of. ]^a 
** Plata, and nSy endeavours have been properly ac- 
'• knowledg'ed. Befides, todo whatyou defire, there 
'' mud be oilier bifhops befides myfelf, whom I could 
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invite to it. It would likewife be requifite, that 
they (hould be able to confult, and confer with 
each other, upon the fubjeds to be treated of in 
this council, in order to judge of them more ma- 
turely ; for matters of this importance are not to be 
lightly decided. I (hall always be ready to (acrifice 
my reft, and rilk my life and reputation, for the 
*' , (ervice of God ; but I would not (lira finger to 
eternize my memory. Every thing ought to be 
traniaded according to the canons, decency, and 
with good order ; and it is the maxim I (hall always 
** follow, when a council is to be called. 

" Now, it is proper you (hould know^ that my 
** lord of Mifne is not at prcfent in a condition to 
" aflift at it ; that his lordfhip of Buenos Ayres has 
** not as yet taken pofTeflion of his church, nor ac- 
** quired experience enough to judge of affairs of fuch 
importance as the(c in queftion ; and laftly, that 
the bi(hop of Le Paz is dead. There . remain, 
therefore, but you and I, who will never be of the 
(ame opinion, becaufe, and you know it as well As 
I dotnyfelf, I muft maturely examine every thing, 
and take the advice of feveral perfons of probity, 
religion, and learning. I (hould even think my(elf 
obliged to conlult the fathers of the company, as I 
always do in every conjuncture relating to my own 
dioce(e. Not only they give me good coun(cl) but 
they fometimes contradiA me, and I am obliged to 
them for doing (b. They do not reform me as bi- 
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*' (hop, but they tell me what is faulty in brother 
*' Melchior. My (late is more holy than theirs, and 
*' in quality of bi(hop I am their mafter ; this lays me 
*' under an obligation of being the fait of the earth, 
** but I am not fure of being (b. 

*' You a(k me, my lord, what I would adviife you 
*' to do : But how (hould I advife a bi(hop^ God* hav* 
** ingonly charged me with the conduft of my flock ? 
-•*' You know better than I can tell you, what (hould 

Vol. II. C '' be 
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*^ be the rule of a bi(hop's conduit. — I wifli I could 









always keep in mind, that the power communi- 
cated to me ill my confecration, and which I com- 
municated to you in yours, does not confift itr 
/plendore veftium^ fed tnorutn -, non ad iram^ fed ad 
omnimodam patientiam. Our Lord, who is the head 
^' of bifbops, has told us, // they have perfecuted nte^ 
they will perjecute you \ and how far have they per- 
fecuted him? — So far as to nail him to a cro(s, and 
•' leave not a fmgle drop of blood in his veins. 

" Now, did he from his crof?, ^*all Pilate a herc- 
*' tick? — Did he abufe the Pharifees.? — I fee him be- 
*' ftow his paradife on the good thief, who repented 
*' of his crimes; on the contrary, and though the 
** other reviled him, he faid nothing to him that ia- 
*' voured of refentment. He prays to his father to 

" forgive his executioners. Have we as yet been 

" perfecuted to the efFufion of our blood? Does 

** our poverty equal his? — I tell you, my lord, what 
" I know of our head; Ido not tell you that I fol- 
*\ low his example; I do not tell you that you do not 
** follow it; but with your leave I will tell you, what 
" is expefted frorrl both of us. Th^re are always 
" people ready to exa(perateus by their, evil counfels, 
*' and make us forget what religion, and the holinefs 
*' .of the charafter with which we are iavefted, require 
of us. The Pharifees faid to dur Head, If you are 
the Son of God, defcend from the crofs. — ^Evil 
counfellors fpeak to us pretty much in the fame 
manner, when they exhort us to punifti the injuries 
and affronts, that have been offered to us." 
In the mean time, the governor of Paraguay, not 
content with having informed all the fuperior tribunals 
of America, with his reafons for making Doj\ Bemar- 
din leave his province, fent to the royal council of 
the Indies, juridical informations of all that had hap- 
pened in his government, iince that prelate had en- 
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tered it, in order to prove that he had no other means 
left to prevent the total ruin of it, as well as of the re- 
ductions on the Parana, re-cftabli(h peace and good 
order, and put a Hop to the fcandals growing from day 
to day more numerous and flagrant. The Jefuits on 
their fide took precautions to prevent the consequences 
of the perfecution they groaned under, and named a 
judge confervator, to whom, in virtue of a bull of 
Gregory XIII. received in all the dominions of the 
Catholick king, this quality gives a right to oppofe, 
in his majefty's name, any attempts upon their ho- 
nour, their goods, or their life, and profecute the per- 
sons who fhould make fuch attempts. 
. NoK did Don Gregorio fail to acquaint the 
council of his having been reduced to the nc- 1646* 
cefliiy of employing the militia of the reduc- '-'v-*-' 
tions, to re*e(labli(h his authority, almoft annihilated 
by the bifhop's intrigues, adding, that they had on 
this occafion given him the (Irongeft proofs of their 
loyalty, their obedience, and their zeal £br the king's 
fervicc. But the year following, they gave him ftill 
more inconteilable proof, and (uch as, befides, fur-> 
niflied him with an opportunity of convincing his ma- 
jefty, how much it imported the (afety of the province 
committed to his care, not to permit thefe Indians to 
be diflurbed, and much lefs dripped of the privileges 
granted to them. The Guaycurus, reinforced by a 
great number of allies, feemed to hare formed a refo* 
lotion to drive the Spaniards out of the Aifumptioa, 
and had prepared for the execution of it with fo much 
fecrecy, that the mailacre of feveral perfons who lived 
in the country, was only confidered as one of the otdi* 
nary hoftilities, in which thefe Barbarians u(ed to have 
no other view, but that of plundering (bme (battered 
habitations, and which might eafily be checked by a 
detachment or two of foldiers. 

C a , . But 
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But it foon appeared, that the capital itfelf was 
what they aimed at, and that they were marching to- 
wards it, with forces much fuperior to any the Spani- 
ards could oppofe them with. This intelligence hav- 
iog been firft given by the Cacique, of one of the Pa- 
rana reduttions, wiih a circumftantial account of the 
enemy's numbers, the governor immediately charged 
hirri to raife, and bring to him as foon as poffible, a 
body of the militia belonging to thefe fettlements. 
The Cacique loft no time in obeying thefe orders, and 
his expedition difconcerted the meafures, which the 
Guaycurus were taking to fall at once from all quar- 
ters upon the province, where they flattered them- 
felves they (hould find very few upon their guard 
againfi: them. 

The Neophytes fell upon a great body of them, who 
expedted nothing lefs than to be attacked, and cut them 
to pieces ^ and this check fpread ib great a terror among 
the allies of thefe Barbarians, that fcarce one of them 
was afterwards to be met with. Don Gregorio, in the 
account he gave of this adtion to the council of the 
Indies, did not forget to obferve, that if he had not 
put it out of the biftiop of Paraguay's power, to carry 
into execution the proj eft formed by him againft the 
rcduftions, he could not have found in them fo fca- 
fbnabie a fuccour ; as no one doubted, but that the 
very minute the Jefiaits, who ajone pofleffed the entire 
confidence of the new Chriftians, (hould be removed, 
they would all defert, and thereby leave the province 
cxpofcd to the danger of being irretrievably loft. 

The baniftied prelate, however, entertained greater 
hopes than ever, of being again able to enter his dio- 
cefe in triumph : he had a great many friends and pro- 
testors at La Plata, the place of his birth, to whom 
he ufed to fend his expurgatory memorials, and re- 
lied fo much upon their credit, and the goodnefe of 
his caufc, that he no longer doubted but that the royal 
audience, freed of the prejudices with which he faid 

his 
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his enemies had inlpired diem, and to which he attri- 
buted all the citations of that tribunal to appear per-, 
fonally before it, would immediately re-eftablifti him 
in his fee. But he was very much furprifed to hear 
that the city of Corcientes, where he ftill rcowlned, 
and all thofe where he could meet with an afylum, 
had received orders from this fuperior court, to refufe 
him admittance, or turn him out, in cafe he had al- 
ready taken up his refidence in them, unlefs he con- 
fen ted to obey the order with which he had been ferv- 
ed, as the tranquillity of thcfe provinces, andthtfcr 
viceof the king'depended entirely on his obecKenc^^ ' 
Though tijis ftroke ftartled hirmr not a littte, h did 
not difconcert hitt¥ v for as the royal audience (bill ftiled 
him biftiopof Paraguay, he pretended, thatbeforti 
he (et out for La Plata, it was prc^r he (hould go tp 
the AlTumption,' were it only to appoint a grand vicar 
to govern the dioceie during his abfence ; and tdwards 
the clofe of tha year, 1 646, or the beginning of the 
fojlowbg, he embarked at Corricntes to returti toir. 
But when he had got within eight leagues of jr, th4 
governor caufed him to be ferved with an ord^r not to 
come<any nearci*. Upon this he' would fain 1iave hand- 
ed; at; the very place where tlfe order found him, in 
hopes of being able to get from thtnce to the Afliimp* 
tion bybyeiroadsii and fhow bimfelf there, wheiib^ 
fhould^be leaft expeAed ; but^ thofe who conduced 
bis barby would mi permit him to ftir out of it^ and 
in fpite of all his prayers and his' threats brought him 
bade to Gorrierttcsi r ' 

"* ♦ Itfc R B he received a new citation from the 1 647. 
Jroyal^ujdierice, like the preceding, and dated ^-'v-^-^ 
June 20;' i64'y,^the addrefs of which imported, that 
he'tiacf been'nan^d to the bilhoprick of Popayas. 

♦»'(^B iJe'ne obodecerj ia Ka^ falir de \o% niieilros Reynoa y 
&iiorif s. 400)0 ageao.y. eftraao^ por knpoFtar aili para la qioetufi 
de aqiiell|is provinda9i J al fervicio de fu mageftad. 

■ C 3 This 
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This city is the capital of a province of the fame nam^r 
in the new kingdom of Granada, and lies a thouiand 
leagues, at leaft, from the Affumption. Don Bernar- 
din Confidcred this nomination as an honourable exile^ 
^nd he reprefented to his majefty^ who had already 
given advice of it to the metropolitan, and the chap- 
ter of the cathedral of Popayan, that the length of the 
jx^urney, and his great age, did not permit him to ac- 
cept of that biflioprick. 

The year following, Don Diego Efcobar 
i€48. Oforio, having fucceeded Don Gregorio de 
^-*v-^ Hiniftrora, in the gov^rnnient of Paraguay ; 
Don Bernardin dc Cardenas no fooo^ gpt intelligence 
of this alteration, than he fet out for the Affumption; 
He bad at laft, it feems, obtained leave for that pur- 
pofe, from the royal audience of Charcas, or from the 
viceroy, but merely in order to ftttle his affairs there : 
it is at leail certain, that in their inftrudions to the 
new governor, they exprcfsly enjoined him to oppofe 
every thing this prelate and his party might atteni|)i: 
to th^ prejudice of the Jefuits. Don Bernardin, hoyrk 
ever, was more bent than ever, upon driving thefc fet 
thers out of the provbce, and out of their reductions; 
and tliough, to make iiire of his blow^ it was proper 
he (hould know what he had to fear or cxpcift frooi 
the new governor. In preaching on St. Peter's-day, 
he had not command enough over himfelf, not to in- 
yeigh againft the fociety ; he did it, however, with 
morQ modcratic«i than ufual . 

What gave him moil hopes, was. the manner jrt 
which he had bee© received at this Affumption, amidft 
the acclamations of the people, and conduced, ias it 
were, in triumph to the convent of St. Francis, whtjre 
be firft tpc^ up his lodging. He flattered himfejf^ . thiat 
all the orders of the city had taken (hare in this recep- 
tion, and from thence concluded, that he fhbuld foon 
find it an eafy matter to compafs every thing he might 
think proper to attempt. A letter^ which he received 

much 
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much about the fame time, from Don John de Pala- 
fox, biftiop of the city of Angels, in Mexico, ferved 
greatly to confirm him in his notions, that what he had 
meditated againft the Jefoits, was an infpiration from 
above. . This letter was, it is generally believed, a cir- 
cuit letter, which Don John de Palafox wrote to fc- 
veral bilhops of America, in order to engage them 
to join againft the Jcfuits, with whom, every one 
knows, the great quarrels he had in New-Spain, 
though he afterwards fpoke very honourably of them, 
in the works he cbmpofed, when bilhop of Ofmx 

To return to the new governor of Paraguay, though 
a member of the royal audience of Charcas, he had 
fet out from La Plata, without well knowing how the 
minds of the people were difpoied in the capital of his 
province, nor to whom he fhould apply, in order to 
know it, as ft was requifite he (hould. This his ne- 
gligence was occafioned by the different, and aknoft 
always contradidory accounts, . that people were con- 
tinually (ending to La Plata, '. and the different itriprei^ 
fions they made on thofe who came to the knowledge 
of them. It is befides certain, that numbers of per- 
fons were entirely devoted to the bifhop ; that the fpi* 
rtt of feditbn had feized on the multitude, hurried on' 
by the hopes, with which they, had been filled,, of 
feeing the Chriilians of the Parana, in a (hort time, 
brought under perlbnal fervice. 

Don Di£Oo, however, eyea before his arrival at the. 
capital, had the faireft opportunity of knowing what 
was to be expected from men animated by the pooiped^ 
of fo great an acquifition ; for he was informed on the 
road, that in confequence of a .report (pread at the Af- 
ilimption, that he had exprefs orders not to permit the 
Jefuits to be mdefted, two mifcreants had fet out from 
it to aifairinate him, and upon diis fent for a thoufand 
Indians of the reductions to efcort him. The promp- 
tiiude with which thefe Neophytes joined him, and the 
flight of fome perfons, when the pews of their arrival had 

C 4 reached 
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reached ihc capital, made him thoroughly fenfiblc of 
the grcatnefs of the evils he was charged to remedy,. 

He, therefore, refolved to behave towards the bi- 
fliop, with all the attention and refpeft due to his cha- 
rader, and not leave him the leaft room to fupeft, 
that he had brought with him from La Plata any jM-e- 
judices that could ever fo little impair the harmony, 
in which the good of the publick required they fliould 
live, as long as the prelate remained in his province. 
A$ to the Jefuits, he' behaved towards them in fuch 
a manner, as to let them fee, that all they had to ex-* 
pedt from him, was, that he could not fufifer them 
to be injured, either in their eftate, or honour; btit> 
his moderation proved of more fervice to them, than 
the vtio& publick declarations in their favour could 
havedone.. ' / i .. . 

It appears, too, that he took no meaferes tg make 
Don Bernardin conliply wi^h what the royal audience 
required of him, and it is certain, that this prelate 
thought of nothing Ids than repairing to La Plata ^. 
fmce after Jthrce weeks rcfidcnce in the convent of St. t 
Francis, he removed to the epifcopal palace, and then ; 
thought' proper to repeat the ceremony of being inr 
dudtedito the fee of Paraguay. Thi&xeremony was 
accordingly performed with the loud applaufes of the; 
people V biit ibme canorts renewed their proteft at ion^/ 
againft it, and began a feoond time to celebrate the 
divine office in the* College-church. . Father Sobritio, 
who was ftill. redor of itj. father Diat Taiio, fuperior. 
general of the redud^ioas of the Parana, and father 
de Boro^^ who foon (iicceeded father Sobrino, bad 
(hut themfelves up in riiis:hovife, and . it wias not long 
before they had reafon to be convinced, that Don Ber- 
nardin: waited only for a favourable opportunity toi 
drive th^m out of it. 

< . ■ 4 
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He already began to republidi all the calumnies 
againft them, which he had for many years paft been 
fpreadiog ail over the city and the province. His 
confidants zealoufly feconded him, efpecially a lay- 
brother of his order, whom we (hall again havt occa- 
fion to fpeak of. Nothing came ami& to this religi- 
ous, and to thofe who fupplied him with materials for 
his defamatory libels. The only thing that appeared 
difficult to them, was to find proofs to convince the 
impartial publick, for people knew fo well moft of 
thofe, who had blindly devoted themfelves to the bi- 
(hop, that their fignatures could be of no great weight ; 
but they (bon bethought themfelves of fuch an expedi- 
ent, of which, certainly, no one could ever have (uC- • 
peded them. 

This was to compel thole over whom they had 
any power, even youths at fchool, to fign what writ- 
ings they thought proper, and that, too, without be- 
ing . permitted to read them. One of theie young 
men^ icfliiled Ignatius Frias, having been forbid by 
his father to put his name'4K> any writing prefented to^ 
him in this manner, had courage enough to permit 
himfelf to be cruelly fcourgcd, ratlwr than comply 
with their wicked injuD<ftions. He fince* entered the 
company, and filled in it, with honour, the firft em- 
ploy ment$« When, for want of time, the copies could 
not be multiplied, they obliged perfonsto fign blanks^ 
which they afterwards* filled with every thing they 
thought proper. A packet of thefe ready figned blanks, • 
directed to brother Villaton, Don Bemardin's (blicitor 
in Spain, feH into the hands of theBngli(h, who be- 
ing informed by the letters that accompanied them, 
of the laifk they were to be applied to, were extremely 
fcandalized at (b villainous a contrivance. 

But while Don Bernardin was fo well (erved by 
thofe whom he had entrufted with his interefts, he did 
not himfelf forget them, and accordingly omitted no- 
thing to difcover the governor's fentiments concerning 
- - " - - the 
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the.Jefuits, or to accuftam him to fee them ftrippcd 
of their redudions. He began by depriving them of 
that of the Itatinesj and he found means of giving ib 
good a colour 'to this his firft attempt, that Don 
Diego ftfcobar Oforio, who did not immediately fore- 
fee the confeqaences of it, gave him no bppofition. 
Since the laft ravages committed by the Maraelus in 
the miflions among thefe Indians, the remains of them 
had been removed to the weft of the Paraguay, in the 
canton of Caaguazu, about one hundred leagues north 
of the Aifumption, and formed into two towns/ The 
milfionarics in thus placing the river between the Ita- 
tines, and their enemies, had another view, befides 
that of fecuring them from any hoftile furprife. 

We have already feen their reafons for.widiing to 
be able to found churches, at. that fide of the Para- 
guay. Their firft attempt had mifcarried by the 
death of father de Romero, but they now e;xpe£kd 
to meet with better fuccefe by -means of the Itatines, 
who fttll amounted to three thoufand (buls, including 
fbme other Indians who had joined them ; and there 
was the greateft reafon in the world to expcft, that iii 
a ftiort time, their numfaiers would be greatly increafed. 
Nothing befides could be more advantageous to the 
province of Paraguay, than the eftablilhment ®f thcle 
redudlions, as they could not fail of becoming, in time, 
a reftraint upon the Guaycurus, and the Payaguas, 
with whom the Spaniards could no longer expedt to 
enjoy a durable peace. But the new governor did 
not as yet fee of wiiat importance it was, to oppofe 
to thefe wild Indians other Indians, upon which the 
St>aniards could depend, or conceive the dagger of 
this infant colony^s being difperfed, as foon as thofc 
who were forming it (hould be witlidrawn : he there-. 
fore heard with great indifference, that two fecuUr 
priefts, were fet out to take place of the Jefuits among- 
theliatinesi he did not Know^ perhaps, that, thefe ec- 

, . clefiaftjcks 
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clefiafticks had an armed force to put them i 1 pofleffion 
of their cures, and no doubt was hindered from hear- 
ing, that the four Jefuits, ftationed among the Itatines 
had been driven out of their churches, brought back 
to the AiTumption, and fo ill treated, during the jour- 
ney, that father de Arenas loft his life by it. 

But what was ftill more melancholy, the Itatines, 
frorr^ a periiiafion that this alteration was levelled at 
their liberties, immediately mutinied, and this unex- 
pedtekjl commotion terrified their two paftors to fiich 
a degree, that they diredly fet out for the AiTump- 
tion, where, on their arrival^ they publickly expreffed 
their furpriie at the Jefuits being able tofubfift among 
Indians, who paid no retribution, either for maffes, 
or for burials. In a word, the two rcdudlions were 
loon dderted, and the bilhop, perfoaded that the Je- 
fuits could not mai^e any good Chriftians, chofe ta 
leave this difperfed flock without a paftor, rather than 
fend back to them thofe, who alone could bring them 
back to the fold. > 

This, however^ wasfarfrombeihgtheopiniopofthc 
royal audience of Charcas ; £br; on the firft advice this 
tribunal recdved, of what had happened among the 
Itatines, it gave the moft poiitive orders to (end back 
the Jeiiiits to them. But, as almofta whole year had 
elapled, iince thefe Indians had fled their redudions,' 
whatever diligence . thofe fent to rally, them could 
make, /they could fearce bring together one half of 
them^ and it is inconceivable what fatigues they fu^- 
fered on the occafion ; father Manfilla's legs were on 
the point of rotting off, and? the worms which ^bred 
in them, gave him Co much pain, that it wa&> found 
necefTary to remove him to Gordiiba, as the Jefbi^ 
bad already b|een expelled the AfTumption. So long 
^Journey increaied bis complaints^ ^id the.remisdies 
pame too late toafJord him any great eafe. It was 
unpoilible, however, tp refufe him the favour he rc-f 

quired 
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quired with the greateft earncftnefs, of being permit- 
ted to go anddiein his miffion. 

DonBernardin's party was all this time daily in- 
creafing at the iVflumption, by favour of that kind 
of indifference, with which the governor feemed 'to 
be (eized, in regard to the Jefuits j and which,- pro-* 
hably,^ might be owing to his fears 6f failing into the 
fame danger he had ffcaped, in his journey from La. 
Plata:; To that the? out-cry againfr thefe religioui' 
became; in a manner general . They could fcarce (how 
themtelves anywhere^ without being infulted, nor 
did their enemies ftop here. Father Diaz Tano, fo- 
much .reipedled every, where elfe,' and ' the ipoft re- 
fpedlcd in this capital, of any- of. his brethren, was 
now. lum wlio ran the greateil rilk in appearing 
abroad'. Father Antlipny Manquiano was one day ac-^ 
cofteki by a mifcreant, who plainly told him, he did 
not koow what (hculd hinder him from tearing out 
his heart to dev9uriCv Things, irifborr, were carried 
to fucli extremities, that the redtor was obliged to 
fiiiit up. hisf chu^xrh,' and forbid his religious to"^ go 
abroad.. 1 .Nay,. they^ would not have been fafe at 
Jwime, were it not ifor the guards, i*hich the jiadgiOf 
confervator badcAufed to be given to them. " 1 

They hadftilV^ however, a great m^ny friends itt 
the city t but, as the bithop » had again excommuni^ 
(tdtcd tliemy not one of thofe who wifted them beft; 
would venture to hold any correfpondence with them i 
and theigovernor, who did not doubt of the excom^ 
municatTon's being valid, gave them no affiibance, 'foi 
leap of cmbroiliittg. himfelf, as his predeceflbr b^d lb 
<rfien donej AfcDow Bern ardin, however, knew* full 
well, 'thaihe ihould neVer be able to make Don Diego 
^onfeiatto the banifliment of the Jeftiits, he carefuHy 
livoided fpeaking tp hii^ of it. 'But this barrier^ 
which the prelate was afraid to tr^eipafe, fell of itfelf^ 
wiien people lead cxpiefted it. cDon Diego died' al- 
tnoil lliddenly, after taking fomething that had been 

feat 
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fent tohim, as a fovcreign remedy againft a diforder 
with which he was then troubled. 

The breath had fcarce left his body, when 
the citizens affemblcd tumultuoufly at the 1649. 
town-houfe, to give him a fucceflbr, till the »— v^-^ 
king fliould appoint a new governor ; and this in vir- 
tue of the pretended fchedule of Charles V, which 110 
longer gave this privilege to the town-houfe of the Af- 
fumption, and, in contempt of the prerogative of the 
viceroy of Peru, or in his abfence, the royal audience 
of Charcas. But the inhabitants of the AiTumption 
had by this loft ail fight of law, or fupcrior autho- 
rity : and, while the leading-men were confulting in 
the town-houfe, tTie populace, feton by the creatures 
of the bifliop, proclaimed him governor and captain- 
general. Of thofe in place, fome thought as the po- 
pulace did, and the reft were afraid to declare againft 
them, fo that Don Bernardin de Cardenas took pof- 
feffion of his government, without tlie leaft oppoli- 
tion. 

The cxpulfion of the Jediits was now no longer 
confidered as an uncertain event; but Don Bernar- 
din was unwilling to declare himfelf, till he had takea 
his raealures fo well, that every thing he had, (hoyld 
appear to have been done, in confequence of the re- 
iterated entreaties of all the orders of the city. He, 
therefore, began by displacing thofe, lie was cer- 
tain did not approve his views, and even obliged 
fcveral of them to retire to their country-feats. His 
emiffarics then fpread themfelves over all the quarters 
of the capital, to fpirit up the people, and engage 
them to alk, that the Jefuits (hould be driven cut of 
the city; and to animate them ftill more, one day 
that the bifhop officiated pontifically in his cathe- 
dral, he turned towards the people after the confecra-* 
tion, and Ihowing them the bleflcd hoft. Do you believe^ 
^brethren J faidhe, fbat Je/us Chrift is here prefent 
under tbefefptcUs ? Then, on their crying out, that they 

wicrc 
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were difpofed to (hed the laft drop of their blood in 
defence of this truth : Be as firmly perfuadedy replied 
he, that I have afi order from she king^ to drive tbeje^ 
fuits out of this city. 

Doctor Francis Xarque, after relating thisfaft, 
adds, that he couid not ^believe that a bifhop had 
ipoken in this manner, ag^infl: his confcience ; and 
diat, therefore, fome of his party mull have impofed 
upon him, by forging a letter to him, in the king's 
name, and counterfeiting the hand and ieal of his 
majefty. But brother Villalon, in his memorials 
prefented to the council of the Indies, thought the 
(horteft way was to deny the faft, though of pub- 
lick notoriety. Be that as it will, certain it is, 
that this declaration of the bifliop's thoroughly per- 
fuaded the multitude, that the Jeftiits were really guil- 
ty of all the crimes he laid to their charge. Great 
care was afterwards taken to give out, that the expul- 
fion of thefe religious, would put the bi(hop)-gover- 
nor in poffeffion of upwards of twenty thoufand In- 
dians, and that he intended to diftribiue them among 
the Spaniards, in proportion to the ardour with which 
they fhould fecond his zeal for church and date ; and 
what riches, was it further added, are now going to flow 
into thefe provinces from the gold mines, which thefe 
enemies of God and the king, have hitherto kept fo 
fecret, but which will be eafily diliovered, when once 
tl>ey have been driven out of their reductions. 

When the minds of the people had been^ thus pre- 
pared, there appeared an edi(^t of the prelate, requir- 
ing, on pain of excommunication and even death, 
all the inhabitants capable of carrying arms to repair 
to the ftandard of John de Villejo Villafanti, lieu- 
tenant of the king, and execute every thing that 
this officer Ihould enjoin them ; and this edidl having 
been pundtually complied with, on the i6th of March, 
^ 1649, Villafanti put himfelf at their head, and march* 
, ed to the college, which he found fhut. But, after 
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a luramons to the Jefuits to open it, and which, it 
is probable, they did not hear, being then at prayers 
in an inner-chapel, he ordered the gate .to be hewed 
to pieces with hatchets, entered the chapel with his 
clerk, and Ibme other officers; ferved the re<f\ar 
with an order to leave the city diredly, with all his 
religious, and evacuate with all fpeed the redudtions 
of the Parana, and all the other eftablifhments the 
company had in the province of Paraguay, 

The redtor anfwered^ that the Jefuits liad eredted 
the college of the Aflumption, with the permiifion of 
Philip II. and had received from his fucceflbrs re- 
peated orders not to abandon it without their leave, 
and that they could not, without rendering ihemfelves 
guilty of difobedienee, do what he now required of 
them. Father Diaz Tano (hewed him, at the fame 
time, all the pieces, that ferved to prove what father 
De BcHToa had advanced : but. Viila&nti, not deigning 
(b much as to look at them, made a fignal to his men 
to execute the orders he had before-hand given them. 
Upon this, they all fell furioufly upon the Jefuits, 
loaded them with injuries and blows, pulled them to 
the ground, trampled them under their feet ; and ufcd 
them fo ill, that the bifliop of Tucuman, in a letter 
to the pope, thought himlelf obliged to give his ho- 
linefs a circumftantial account of the manner in which 
they were treated. 

Some of thefe religious, who happened to be fick, 
were violently dragged out of their beds. And all 
of them, when well, bound and fettered, hauled to 
the river, and put on board canoes kept there to re- 
ceive them : fome memoirs (ay that they were thrown 
into a bark, without failors or oars ; all agree that 
they were abandoned to the ftream without any pro- 
vifions, and might thus have been carried into the 
ocean, had they not been wrecked on an ifland. This 
ifland, however, was (b far from Corr ion tes, that it was 
with great difficulty they reached this place, where the 
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camp-mafter, Don Emanuel Cabral, invited them to his 
houfe, and omitted nothing to make them forget the 
ill ufage they had received. He took particular care 
of the fick, and laid out his houfe in fuch a manner, 
as to be able to give a feparate room to every pried. 
Here they remained a whole year at hisexpence, and in 
the mean time, acquitted themfclves of all the duties 
of their miniftry, in fuch a manner, as not only effaced 
all the bad impreifions the inhabitants of this place 
might have received to their difedvantage, in confe- 
quence of the accounts induftrioufly propagated by the 
inhabitants of the Affumption, but infpired them with 
the ftrongeft defire of having among them a college 
of the company. 

That of the Afliimption, as fbon as thejefuits 
had left it, was treated like a place taken by ftorm. 
The enraged multitude carried off every thing they 
could lay hands upon, even the doors of the houfe, 
and the gates of the church. The pulpit and the con- 
feflionals they broke to pieces, having been made to be- 
lieve that thejefuits preached heretical dodtrines from 
the one, and (bed thepoifon of corrupt morals from the 
other. Though the great altar and the tabernacle had 
been conftrudted by the ableft artifts in all Spain, in the 
bed tafte, and with the greateft magnificence, and com- 
pofed, befides, of materials equal to the exquifitenefs of 
the workraanfliip, in the firft tranfports of fury, with 
which the biihop'spartizanswere animated, they would 
have broke thele fine ornaments' to pieces, but means 
having been found to appeafe them, it was thought 
proper to remove them to the cathedral, which had 
no ornaments that could compare with them ; and as 
the pillars of the altar being of the iame height with 
-the college-church, were too high for that where they 
now intended to fix them, it was found requifite to 
fhorten them, and by this alteration deftroying the 
proportion of thefe pieces, entirely Ipoiled the beauty 
of them. 

There 
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' TitERS were, likewkci on both fides of the great 
alDar twov^y handibme ftatues, reprefenting faint 
^natius, and faint Francis Xavier, which the multi^ 
tude would fain convert into a iaint Peter and a faint 
Paul ; but jchey only made two moniters of them, that 
jefeaibled nothing. There was, likewife, a pifture 
Mfhkh repretented our 'Lord, fuph, as it is faid, he ap^ 
pi^red 10 the f^n^usDonoa Maria de Efcobar, whoi^ 
jXKtiiQty is htld in veneration all over Spain ^ ibme one 
or oth^r cried out^ that .this figure was the invention of 
the Jesuits, becaufe it repreiented this divine Saviour^ 
dreffed in a (butane, very like that wore by thefe fa- 
iho^. For this rrCftfon, after oitting off the head ia 
.t>rder to preferv^ it, they threw the reft into the fire, 
Jn the chambers of the religious, nothing was to be 
found, that could excite the cupidity of the mod 
wretched amoDg the plunderers. They had no plate, 
but what belonged to the diurch and the congrega^^ . 
tion^ and that was foon carried off, a^ well as the orr 
naments of the ak^n In fine, . nothing was left iUnd;* 
4og, butthewalls^ the roofs, and the floors, aadthete 
,too were, fooo cottfiderably darnaged. They fet fire 
to them in twelve places ; but though tl^r? were no 
.arches in the whole building, even the floors reiiieived 
no damage from the flames. People were greatly 
furprifed at thia, and feveral^perfon scried out loudly, 
that God preferVed this houfe, and that the Jefuits 
would Ibon retukrn to it ; but to mal^e this a &Ue pro* 
phecy, itwaarefdlvedjtotakeotber m?afur^, to level 
every thiag^ with the ground \ and they began with 
the church, ,wfa)6h was fupported by a ite^e, a great 
xldal higher than its rodf. . 

AsnoiimeHftanes had been, jm yet, difQOvered in 
the country, itwaaimpoflfible to keep even the largeft 
buildings \togetbor, otherwiie than by interlacing 
them with wooden pillars, for which the forefls of 
Faraigpiisy yiekl.tcees of the greatefl: height, and thick 
jn. proportion. The intervals betweea tbefe pillars 
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were filled up with fmall (tones and bricks, bound 
together with nothing but earth. The tower of the 
college-church confided of feveral {bones of tWs kind 
of mafonry, and to bring it to the ground, they tied 
ftrong ropes to feveral of the pillars ; but with ail their 
might they found it impoifible to overturn thenK 
They, were therefore obliged to defift, though not tiH 
they had reduced both the church and the houfe to 
iiich a condition, that thefe buildings could only ferve 
for the (belter of animals, and as a place of rendez^ 
vous for (everal abominations, which were aft^wards 
committed in them. 

Don Bern ardin's next care was to adaiowledge 
the zeal of tho(e, who had (erved him &> well ; Ixk 
all to a few Negroes, whom they immediately feized^ 
there was very little plunder to divide among k> nuiny 
pretenders. He found it (lili more difficult to juftify 
in the eyes of the fuperior tribunals, and the royal 
council, the violences he had exercifed on this oc~ 
ca(ion, even though the Jefuits had been ten times 
more guilty than he pretended. No man living, be- 
fides himfelf, could imagine, that fuch an execution, 
merely on the (Irength of his own jnrivate authority, 
and without oljferving any formality of juftice, could 
ever be approved in any place but a city, whofe in- 
habitants he had feduced, and brought over to his in- 
tereft, by the hopes with which he fed them, of be- 
ing able to make immenfe fortunes by the fpoils of 
the Jefuits. He had even impo(ed upon him(elf to 
(iich a degree, that having received the compliments 
of (bme peribns \xpon what he had done, fo early as 
the 1 5th of April he difpatched to Madrid, brodier 
San Diega de Vitlalon, his folicitor, with juridical in- 
formations which he had drawn up, to juftify his 
conduct, and (hew the preffingnecelfity there was 
for his taking fuch violent meafures. 

The Je(uits on their fide were not wan ting to them- 
(elves, and loft no time in fuingfoxjuftice. In vir* 
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tue of a brief of Gregory XIII. it is lawful for them, 
when greatly injured in their eftate or honour, to ap-, 
point a judge confervator for thcmfelves, who exa« 
mines their complaints in a fummary manner, and pro- 
nounces fentence in the name of the fovereign pontifii 
whofe delegate he becomei^, in virtue of his nomina* 
tion ; and this brief has been received in all the do- 
minions of the Catholick king, on condition that the 
fuperior tribunali* of every diftridt fliould allow the 
caufe to be within the competence of a judge confer- 
vator, and approve the perfon eleded to aft in that 
quality. . The Jefuits began by complying with thefc 
conditions; and father Alphonfusde Ojeda, redlor of 
the college of Corduba, who had already repaired to 
La Plata, to complain to the royal audience thereof 
what had happened at the Affumption, was charged 
with this bufinefs. 

But though he loft no tirne, Don Beraardin was 
before-hand with him. All he got, however, by his 
extraordinary diligence was to inform this luperbr 
court of what it could fcarce have credited on the fifnr 
pie relation of father De Ojeda : and accordingly it 
made no difficulty of granting this father all he aiked. 
The Jefuits firft named for their judge confervator PpQ 
Gabriel de Peralta, dean of the cathedral ; but he r^- 
prefented to them, that as he had (bme perfonal quar- 
rels with Don Bernardin, it did not become him to.adl 
as his judge, and begged them to choofe another, add- 
ing, that he would not refufe to judge the accomplices 
and executors of the prelate's violences. Nothing coul4 
be more reafonable than this refufal ; and therefore the 
Jefuits immediately named for their judge-confervator 
againft the bifliop, father Peter Nolafco, fuperior of the 
religious of the Merci, who was willing to ad on the 
occafion ; and as it was proper to begin with the author 
of all the mifchief, as foon as all the permilfions were 
arrived from La Plata, he proceeded regularly to bufi- 
ne(s. Don Bernardin having refufed to appear to any 
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of the citations father Nolafco caufed to be ferved upon 
him, and continuing to aft as if he hid never done 
any thing but according to the rules of the ftridteft 
juftice, rather Nolafco, after hearing all the witnefles, 
and obferving all Ae formalities requifite in a caufe of 
this importance, figned and publiftied his definitive 
jfentence the ipth of Odtober, 1649. That of the 
dean of the cathedral was not pronounced and figned 
till the 2 zd of January, 1652. 

In the mean time, the royal audience, fully per- 
fuaded, that the pretended fchedule of Charles V. of 
which the corporation of the Affumption had availed 
themfelVes to choofe a governor, did not exift any 
where, but in Don Bernardin's imagination, and that 
nothing could juftify his behaviour fince his elcdHon, 
thought proper not to leave this province any longer 
without a head, that could re-eftablifh order and fub- 
ordination in it, and therefore named vifitor of Para- 
guay^ with the tide of governor and captain-general 
far inttrifn^ Don Andrew Garavito de Leon, knight 
of Santiago, and one of its Oydors. 
• Bo T as Don Andrew was obliged to ftop on the road 
to make another vifit, and therefore could not exped 
to arrive at the Affumption, time enough to remedy 
the more preffmg evils, the royal audience fent to the 
onHtMnafter-general a commiilion, to adl as gover- 
ftor and captain-generalof Paraguay, till Don Andrew's 
arrival, with orders to affemble fufficient forces to re- 
inflate the Jefiiits in their college, and prevent any at* 
. lempta againft them for the future. 

The fame tribunal afterwards iffucd a decree, which 
enjoined Don Beraardin de Cardenas to appear imme- 
diately before them in perfon, in order to (hew his rea- 
fons for caufing himfelf to be acknowledged in quality 
of governor and captain-general of the Province of Pa- 
raguay, and then driving the fathers of the company 
out of the Affumptiort ; adding, that asthefe two cafes 
were of the competency of the fecular tribunals, his epif- 
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copal dignity could be no pka in either, for not ac* 
knowledgingthejurifdidtion of the court, and fubmit- 
tfng to it. The audience then gave notice of all its 
proceedings to the marquis Del^ Mancera, viceroy of 
Peru, who fipprpved and confirmed them. V 

To return to Don Scbaftian deLcori, who; was the 
firft to be charged with the executbn xsf thefe prders^ 
he had retired to the country a little: before the JieAtits 
had been driven out of their college to avioid; besn^ 
ipedtator of an evenjt, which hefordaw lai^d^cotdd ciot 
prevent; apd^ perhaps too, pot to draw updai'himfetf' 
a fecond tirtifi the indignation of the Wflipp^ .the 
weight gf Whofe r^fcntmcntihe had already icit. Jin 
veceiving the CQmmifllion addrefled te him byJth)Siroya! 
audience pf h^ Pkta^ he fawiiuU well all th^ idffipul- 
ties he mufb txf^^ to meet. in executing ii, aindihe 
thought prQpernPtto ihew' himfelfi fo fooniq the* ca- 
pitisil^ from a periuafion that his preiirnce would only 
ferve to increafe the confufionrdiere,* and that his 
party in it w<aild be .much the .weakeft. The courfe, 
therefore, he4xK)k, was to makphisfirft appearance in 
the moft diftnnt pbntatbns, wA thdre notify ' his com-* 
mtOioQ. ' His -twp brothers., and :^ibme otlier perfpn^ 
of note, who had retired fori the fame reafons he him'» 
iclfHad done,: foon joined hitb,: andhis Qtfnpany . in4 
<rreaied Utile by little to a jcbniiderAble nuJiibeKu?> A$ 
feo]>, therefore, as be fawihimfelf ftrong ^loo^h ito 
a£t with vigom*, he &nt ^ expre&taCorrientes td de* 
iire Ihe Jefuita to come and yom blm ; he tto» H^nt a 
perlan to notify hiis a>mmiifidn JBo'th^ corporation of 
the Aflumpdon and the officei^s vTho had • remauifCd 
tfaece, aCuririg them that he kould not exereife any of 
tbefuni^ions of his office, tiU he l^d firf]b communii- 
cated to them all the orders andinftrudions whicb::be 
had received fr<DCrf the royal audience. :..«». 

. Hb was inf the mean time privately advi(ed,i to be 
very much upmi hifs guard, as both Spaniardsiand In- 
dians ji^d befio; 0iade lo; take i^, arms^ atdit vt^ 
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every where given out, that no power had a right to' 
ftrip Don Bernardin de Cardenas of his government. 
The prelate efpecially had imbibed this ftrange notion ; 
and among fuch of his papers, as were afterwards fent 
to the royal council of the Indies, there was found a 
letter, directed to John Romero dela Groix, in which 
he faid, " That he was on the point of diftinguifhing. 
himfeif by heroick exploits, and %nal vidories ; 
that he had bojth force and juftice on his fide ; that 
all thexapjtal fided with hini, firmly refolved never 
to receive any Jefoits, or their friends, within its 
^' wajls, and not to acknowledge Don Sebaflian de 
*^ Xedo ras governor. And in fad,- added he, would 
kiiofchfe the height of madnefs to receive in this^ 
qiialityi^an excommunieated p^irfon, a herctick, a- 
tfaitor.ir God wiH not allow it, =aad will deprive 
of itfei ias he dejJtived thelaft, -whoever fhall, like 
*f hiitiv pvefume to a€t. ais governor-/ for it is from» 
f* God 'I ibold. the government." : . 

. Don Sebastian thought proper to aUow him time; 
to refiedi .on the cbnfeqjiences of 'the ft^s he was go-' 
ing totak;e, till, iheamng that they w$r<t making in. the 
capital^ alf the preparations ufuaUy made' in a place 
threatfiiDed with a fiege, he fent for tbeSpaniCh ii^iR- 
tiaof theprovince, land: three thonfandrParana Neon 
phy tes^-^ krd, as fbonlas they had joined ' him, fetrout 
for. the trapi taL *Bu*t the approach of the Indian^ & 
far firom intimidating the biihop's forces^ gave thens 
the greafselljoy. Thde troops, it feems, had beeii 
made to. believe, thai ithe angels fead^promiled the 
prdatejto fight for bira^ and, on the; ft-reRgth a£ dris 
japparitiOD,':had provided themfelves wijh ropes to'ife 
the Indians, whom they 'were relblviid to fpare, ih 
ordcrto make flav6fi0£ Them, 

As fpon as the biihbp heard of Don Sebailian'sap^ 
proacH, he tliought proper tp fpare hirh half the jour- 
ney ; and having feat. out his. troops t& .meet him. \vl 
good order,, under the command «)f dire king's lieui* 
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teaaaty he repaired him(elf to the cathedra] ^ followed 
by a crowd of women, children, and old men. There, 
proilrate at the foot of the altar, where he had caufed 
the hlefled facrament to be e^^pofed, he conjured the 
Lord to deliver his church and the province from the 
heretics, and impious men, confpired againfl hisChrifl 
and the king. It was not long before the two armies 
arrived within fight of each other, and as ibon as they 
did, the governor caufed his commtf&on to be publifh- 
ed by ibund of trumpet, as likewife the orders of the 
viceroy, and the royal audience, fblemnly protefling, . 
that be was come in a ipirit of peace, to reftore order 
and juitice to his country,, which could not refufe 
him the teftimony of having never given the lead 
caufe of complaint to any of his fellow citizens. He 
added, that it would grieve him to the foul to be obli- 
ged to draw againft his ppuntrymen a fword, which . 
as yet he bad never employed but in their defence ^ 
that he would not do it, till he was forced to it; and 
that he conjured the faithful fubjedts of his majefly, . 
not to lay him under Co difagreeaUe a neceifity. 

Th£ epifcopal army marched to this war as to a 
crufade, and made not the lead doubt of fining a 
cbmpleat vidory. There was not a foldicr among 
them, that would not have thought it a great crime 
to iubmit to the governor ; as the biihop had forbid 
it on pain of excommunication, and corporal puniih- 
roent. He himfdf informed the council, and all the 
tribunals of this particular, m a dedaration he af-. 
terwards publiihed to exculpate thoie who had foi^t 
for him. The governor therefore, was only anfwer- 
cd by a difcharge of fmall arms, as foon as they (aw 
him within reach ; but, though he had neither hel- . 
met nor cuiralle, be received no harm, having been 
juil grazed by a ball, which killed at his (ide one of 
his officers. Upon this, he caufed the charge to be , 
founded, and the wifoopalians maintained the Bid. 
(hock with all that fanatical firmnefs, which waa to. 
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be expcfted in peoj)le, who looked upon thicnlelves asr ^ 
invulnerable. But it was of very (hort continu^cei 
a rational courage foon triumphed over thedcfperate 
fury of thofe, who had reckoned too much on the aA 
fiftance of angels j and who, balked of their expec- 
tations, few no othqr way left to avoid perifhing by 
the hands of an executioner, than that of dying in * 
the fi^ld of battle. Several, however,' furrenderedi 
others fought their fefety in flight ; and the governor, ' 
having forbid his troops to piirftie them^ entered the 
city without any refiftance. ' 

He firft halted in the great Iquare, where he again 
caufecf his commiffion to be publi(hed. He then . 
ordered all the wounded to be removed to the hofpi- 
tal, and thofe, that could not find room there, to be 
carried to his own ' houfe. Having thus provided 
againft the moft prefling wants, he repaired to the 
cathedral, to give God thanks for- prefenring hin^ 
from the danger which he had efcaped in the begin- 
ning bf the battle. Here finding the bifliop, he re- 
fpedtfuUy kiflcd his hand, and befecchedhim to give- 
up to him the llafF of cottimand, aiTuring him that 
he would always make it his bufmefe to give him, on 
every occafion, tparks of the rcfped due to his perfon 
and dignity, and render him all the fervices in his 
power. The prelate was feated on his throne^ in his 
epifcopal habit, his crofier m one hand, and the ftaff 
of command in the other. This lafl: he delivered tq 
the governor, without faying a fingle woi:d, and re- 
tired to his palace. 

Don Sebastian thought proper not to defer any 
longer, to ferve him with the orders of the royal au- 
dienccj to appear perfonally • before 'themi ^a do it 
before wimeflcs. Don Bernardin promifed to obey, 
and the governor told him, that he •confidered it as 
one of his moft eflential duties, to ftpply him ^ith^ 
every thing reqqifite to perform his jbumey, in a' 
manner liiitable to his dignity. The fefuits on their* 
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fide w€frc urging the judge-confervator to begin his 
fhroceedtegs, in order to fecure them from the calum- 
nies, which their enemies continued to publifti againft 
them, fincc their expulfion from the capital: but* 
ae-'it-reqaifcd (bme time to obtain the coAfent of 
the royal audience^ to the nomination of a fecond 
judge-conftrvator, father Nolafco could not pronounce 
his fefttenccsagainft the prelate, till the 15th of Odo- 
ber, i€49. 

This fenteijce, as T already faid, was given for cort- 
tumiacv, the bifliop having refiifed fo much as to an- 
fwer the citation of the judge; accordingly we ftall 
ibon fee, that he always confidered it tfS null and of no 
force. Even the manner, in which tlie royal cowncil' 
received it, has been varioufly reprefented. A fecre^' 
tary-general of the council of the Indies has afliired me 
in a letter^ which I (bme years ago received from him J 
that it had been approved at that tribunal, as well as 
at Ronrw. Others have wrote,* tbiat it was not ; butf 
tbefc feeming contf adidtions may be f^dohciled by di^^ 
ftinguifhing times, fince it is certain, that Don'Bef-^ 
nardin de Cardenas tiad friends at the eourt of Ma- 
drid,' and in the royal councfl of the Indies, who iff 
the beginning ferved • him with a great deal of zeal 
and fuccefej and that the Jefuits always (iontented 
themfeilves with (blidly refuting what his folititor ad- 
vanced againft them, without everTecriminating. The 
tetter, L juft now mentioned, importSj that thiis fen-* 
tence was fmce confirmed by an edi<fl of his niajefly 
of the firft of June, 1654, with full knowledge of the 
caufe ; and after mature examination of all the ftef k 
jaken in Paraguay, in regard to the bi(hop*s revolt^ 
and that by this edifit it was declared, that father No* 
Iftfco's behaviour, in. quality of judge-confervator of 
thejefaits, deferved the higheft ipplaufe. 

To return to Don Sebaftian de Lebn, I laid tliat 
the governor, on his arrival in the province, had fent 
to the Jefoits pf the college of the Afliimption, who 

remained 
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remained all this time at Corrientes, to repair to him^ 
and ibme of them had accordingly joined him with 
the Indians he had (eat for to the redudions. When 
therefore be had folidly eftabliflied his authority, he 
loft no time in caviling their college to be repfliired ; 
and for that purpoie employed fo many workmen, 
that all thefe fathers were in a fliprt time well enough 
lodged, to acquit themielves of their moft indif- ' 
penfable functions. It was at firfl thought requifite 
to pull down the fteeple, as the efforts made to over- 
turn it had inclined jt to iuch a degree, that it feemed 
ready tp fall upon the church ; but on maturer delibe- 
iration, an attempt was made to give it an oppofite 
direAion, and thoi^h it at firil appeared impra(flicable, 
it perfectly fucceeded. 

The governor after this caufed an edid to 
1650. be publiflied in the king's name, for refloring 
^-"v"^ to the Jefei^s,^, vender the fevered penalties, all 
the negroes, and in general every thing, that had been, 
carried off from them. The judge-confervator en-- 
forced it by an ordinance, to which he added the pain 
of excommunication; but mod of the moveables 
were abufed, and thofe, to whom they had been given, 
were (q poor, that it was found requifite to abandpn 
them. The pillars were replaced on the great altar,* 
and repaired in the beft manner they could. The go- 
yenior did every thing elfe at bis own expence. For 
^vhich rea£bn the general of the company acknow- 
ledged him as the reftorer of this college, with all 
the prerc^atives attached to the quality of a firft foun- 
der. 

As the viceroy of Peru, and the royal audience of 
Charcas had limited Don Sebaflian's commiifion to 
the pacification of the province, the lummoning of 
Don Bernardin to repair to La Plata, and the re-^ 
eftablifliment of the Jefuits, he proceeded no farther, 
and took no informations againd thofe, who had ferv- 
cd the bidiop fo well againd thefe religious. This; 
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vras, jH-operly fpeaking, the bufinefs of the Judge- 

conservator, who was going on with it as fail as. he 

could. The. governor then applied himfelf to unde* 

ceive and re-afliire a great number of perfbns, who^ 

through mere fear of 4the bifhop, had taken part with 

him, and to cure the multitude of the prejudices, with 

which they had been in^ired j by fuch wife mea- 

fures, he at laft had the good fortune of making al- 

moft all the inhabitants return to their duty. His 

great moderation, however, could not icreen him 

firom the perfecution of Don Bernardin's friends; and 

when his commiffion was expired, he not only found 

himfelf under a neceffity of retiring to the country, 

but found it a difficult matter to find even there a 

place of fefety. 

He did not for this, however, abandon his ungrate* 
ful country in an urgent neceffity. The bulineto was 
to repreis the courfes of the Payaguas, fo much the 
more dangerous, as they have a way of iurpriiing' 
thofe they intend to attack, by which the moft vo- 
lant are. often deceived ; one time they cover the 
river with their Pirogues, and at another, they fafr 
tike a hurricane upop places, from which they wei e 
thought to be a hundred le^ues dildant. Beiides, al- 
mofl: all their places of retreat are inacceffible, and 
it is very dangerous tor. venture, too far after them. 
Don Sjebaftian faw that he could <lo nothing better ta 
oblige thefe Barbarians "not to moled the Spaniards, 
than ! fend after them . thofe very Indians, who had 
ferved him fo welL^gamft the army of DonBemardtn, 
and .which he had xiifinilTed immediately after the 
b^tle, riot to give any umbrage to the inhabitants of 
the Aifumption. . He therefore immediately recalled 
them ; and the Payaguas difperfed the moment they 
faear^ of it 

So. feaibnable ami fucceisfd an affiftance fhouid, 
one would imagine, cure the inhabitants of the capi- 
tal of their prejudices againft thofe, to whom they 
. could 
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could not but fee they were chiefly indebted for it 2 
but this event contributed to make them lofe all the 
hopes, which they had conceived, of having thefe 
Neophytes in a (hort time as flavcs ; and they bad bccoL 
too often flattered with thcfe hopes, to lofe them with*- 
out regret. Befldes, the people were made to believe. 
fo firmly, that the Je(uits preached heretical doftrioeft 
and corrupt morals^ that they afaufed the fecret of con- 
feflion, that their abfolutions wereinuli and void, iand 
that no one couid, b coDfcience,.hQ)d any correfpon- 
dence with them, that many perfi^ns could icarce fee 
them without a kind of horror. 
. Don B£RNrAQi{>iN, in the mean time, after aigreat 
many delays, at laft^lerioufly refoivcd to fet.out. for 
La Plata. But as the royal audience of Charcai woi^. 
not take upon them&lves to decide whether or no) this 
prelate was really bound, as it now began to be.nniyer^; 
£illy believed^ by cenfures which difqualified him, from 
exercifing any jurifdidion within Ixis dipcefe, they 
thought proper to leave him at liberty to name a prcH 
vifor and a vicar^generai during his abfence,: whom 
thc^ had the precautbn, however, to caufe to«begp« 
proved by th^ metropolitan. This archbiihop on bia 
fick. remarked. to them, that it. would be a di^cuh 
maitor to find^ in the province of Paraguay^ a.pix]>vi«« 
for liable to no objection from either of the jtwo pat- 
Ms;that divided it, and fo brought them to propofeto 
I>tti..:Bernardin Don Adrien Corngo, curatie; of the 
priiiQipal p^fh of Corduba, and grand vicar bf tla^ 
\;nfbofiof:Tucuman. Don Bemardin approved; bim; 
tnd during «ieiren years that he igoverned die<diocefe» 
he fully juiliiied. the choice that had been made oflfaim 
for a p^ce of fiich importance, and in ilich aicl'itieai 
CotyaiDAure. ,.;. 

The prelate now had no longer any pretext .to de£er 
b'ls journey, and therefore fct out for La Plata,- : where 
he arrived in the month of March, 1651. His 
retinue was pretty numerous, and fome 6f his moft 

zealous 
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zealous friends had preceded him by a few days to pro^ 
ture him an honourable reception. In fadt, he entered 
La Plata,^ as it were, in tridmph. A great number 
of religious, followed by crowds of Indians, came to 
meet him as far as the town of Yotola. * As foon as 
he appeared at the gates of the city, ibme of the 
churches (et all their bells a ringing ; triumf^al arches 
were eredted ; the ftreets were adorned with hang- 
ings, and lined with an infinite number of people, 
ialuting him with repeated acclamations ; and in this 
manner he was conducted to the convent of his order,/ 
as he had defired. The religious received him under 
the pall, and firft conduced him to the church, where 
the Te Deum was immediately performed. 

From the- church they condudted him to a houfe 
in the neighbourhood, which had been fitted up for 
his reception, and where he was foon vifited by fcve- 
ral perfons of diftindtion, and a great number of ec^ 
clefiafticks,^ who kiifed his hand ; and as he was in- 
formed, that numbers of people aifembled about his 
lodging, earneftly wiflling for the fame favour, he went 
to the door, and (atisfied them all An adt of his 
reception was.theri drawn up by a notary at the rcqui- 
(ition of Don Gabriel de Cuellar, who ferved him in 
quality of fecretary, but whom we fliall loon fee giving 
his reputation a flab, which he would have been glad 
to avoid, at the expence of all the honours he had 
juft now received. 

These honours, however, had filled him with 
hopes, that his journey woOld be crowned with all the 
fucce(s he could wifh for ^ but this agreeable decep* 
tion was of no long duration. The acclamations of 
themultimde, fpiritedup by his creatures, were follow* 
ed by fatyrical verfes, which his friends failed not 
to attribute to the Jcfuits: and he foon found, 
that the courts of juftice began to think very 
unfavourably of his coodudt, efpecially by their 
perfifting in their endeavours to make him accept 

the 
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the bifhoprick of Popayan. They then propoied to 
him to make a voyage to Spain, where they told him, 
he could tranfiidl his affairs much better in perfon, 
than by an agent : but he avoided the (hare laid in 
diis manner 'to get him out of America; and as it 
was not proper to oblige him to either, his majefty 
granted him a penfion of two thou&nd piaftres, tiU 
his caufe fhould be finally decided. 

Th£ fitthers Sobrino and Diaz Tanno had 
1 651 . clofely purlued him to La Plata ; and though 
^^->^"^ they met in fevcral places on the road, and 
even in the capital of Charcas, numbers of perfons 
perfuaded of the truth of every report, that had been 
propagated in Paraguay to the di&dvantage of their 
fociety, they kept up their fpirits. The petitions 
they prefented to the royal audience were favourably 
'received ; the behaviour of Don Sebaftian de Leon 
approved, not only by the tribunal, but by the count 
of Salvatierra, who had fucceeded the Marquis de 
Mancera as Viceroy of Peru, and by the royal au- 
dience of Lima; and thefe courts of juftice did not 
fpare Don Bcrnardin in the refcripts they publifhed on 
this occafion. He did not know till now, that the 
Marquis of Mancera was no longer in Peru; and 
as ibon as he heard, that the Count de Salvatierra fuc- 
ceeded him, by a letter this lord wrote to him, he an- 
fwered it in the following terms : 

Most Excellent Lord, 
** I HAVE received your Excellency's letter of the 
*' firft of June, and after having read it with the 
*' greateft refped and attention, in hopes of finding 
•' ibme comfort in it, I applied your ugnature to my 
" lips and to my eyes, which (houl({ have been bath- 
*' ed in tears of blov^d, and perhaps there never was a 
*' more melancholy occafion for them. A bi(hop 
" reduced to poverty, loaded with years, finking un- 
^' der the weight of the moite^ceflive labours, and fo 
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^^ many tribuIatioDS, which have even endangered his 

^^ life, is come to feek a remedy to fo many evils : he 

/< calls out for juftice, and requires that a flop flioutd 

^' be put to enormous crimes againft God and againft 

*^ the king, but can obtain nothing. He fees, on 

^^ the contrary^ the authors of thefe exceflfes, thofe 

*^ wbo.have ieized on his Majeily*s treafure, who 

^^ have ufurped his juriididtion, his royal patronage^ 

*^ and his domaine ; who have caufed the death of fi> 

*^ many perfons, every where favoured and triumphant^ 

^^ permitted to remain in pofleffion cf their do^rines, 

/^ in fpite of the royal fchedules, and the decrees of 

" the holy council of Trent, to the prejudice of the 

. ^^ dty of the Aflumption, and all the province, while 

^^ the biftiop, in reward for his zeal in oppofing their 

^^^ pernicious defigns, is forced to undertake the 

^^ longeftand moft painful journeys, overwhelmed 

^' with the-bittereft affliction, affronted in all places^ 

*^ ftript of his revenues, and all this for no other 

. ** reafon, than his zeal for the intereft of the 

^^ king his (bvereign, and to the prefervation of 

" the Faith. 

" Ik fine, my fhouMers are no longer able to fup- 
** port ib heavy a burthen, and even my confcience 
^^ gives me alarms which I cannot filence. I muft 
: •* therefore eafe myfelf of them on the confcience of 
** your excellency, and that of hismajefty'sotherm^- 
^* nifters: It is to your account, and to theirs, that all 
•* the evils ready to pour on the province of Paraguay, 
•* the capital efpecially, are to be placed. Thdfe 
^* are monftrous and well attefled herefies againft 
^* the eternal and temporal generation of the divine 
*• Word, ^ainft the virginity of the mother of 
^^ God, againft the ibvereign name of God himfelf : 
" The nullity of the facraments for want of pow- 
•• ers in the curates -, the omiffion of inftrudtion 






among the Indians, who are neither taught what 
they ought to believe, or what they ought to do, as 

•• the 
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^^ the king orders, end the holy council of Trent pits 
*^ fcribesi the ufuxpatioaof the royal treaiure, -which 
** every year amounts to i^ards of fi\re hundred 
*^ thouiand crowns, and, within theie fort;^ y^^i*^ 
^^ makes upwards of foucteen miUion, befides thequint,, 
*^ which the king ought to receive for the gold mines, 
** jvbich the voice of the public afliircs us, have been 
i^ opened in tbefeprovinces, and which I make not the 
^ leaft doubt of^ not tq fpeak of die alms of the ht^ 
•' ly crufadCy which have been dtppreiTed for "fo 
*' many years, to the great fpiritual detriment of the 
*^ living and the dead, nor of the tithes, or at leaft 
•* the twentieths, which the' j Indians owe according 
** to the canon law, and which thofc of the Parana 
*' and the Umguay are bound to pay, like the reft» 
^* to the cathedrals of Buenos Ayres and the Aflunip- 
*' tion ; but their cur8tes>havetie{poilcd thcfechurdhefi, 
^^ to the amount of upwards of ode hundred: thousand 
** crowns a year. For which leafon the king is un^ 

dep a neceffity of nwntaining the twobifliop, and 
** dieir chapters, • . ' 

•' Thus you fee, my lord, how thefe .ftthers haVe 
** robbed the diiirch of very large iumav i^d what is 
•* this to the innumerable fins, the diforders, the 
•' fchifms, the contempt of excommunications, the 
*' difobedienoe to the orders of the church, and of his 
*' majefty, the expulfion of biftiops from itheir dro- 
*' cefes, and the abominations ^commitced with ftill 
" greater licence, fince the paftor has been Taviflrtfd 
*' from his flock ? for his prefence put fome bounds 
*' to thefe enormities, and ive had put it oat rf: the 
'' power of the fathers of the comjpany to fomedt the 
*' evil, with the great credittheyhadacquiredby means 
** of the treasures, of whidi they had defratided his 
*' majefty, and the great powefy m which they vyete 
" fupported by upwards of oae hundred thoufaaid vaf- 
*' fals, which they wiH^ oried^ or ahotbcT> perhaps 
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betray into the hands of the tyrants of Portugal 
Knowing that I was the only perfon who could lay 
** open their pernicious intrigues^ they contrived, by 
*^ publilhing a great number of calumnies againll me 
•* in writing, to prevail on the Marquis de Mancera 
to fend me a iacrilegious order to appear before the 
royal audience of La Piat^, though he could not 
prove the ilightefl: fault againft me ; and befides, 
was no ftranger to the many important fervices I 
had done his majefty. 

" It was referved to your Excellency to remedy Co 
many diforders; and you cannot renife, nor even 
poflpone, thedoingorit, without finning grievoufly 
againil the faith ; without being wanting in your 
duty to the king, to the bifhops of the church, to 
the church herfelf ; without incurring, the cenfures 
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You cannot, my Lord, follow his fteps ; you can- 
not even refufe to annul all that he has ib foolifhly 
and wickedly done or direfted. You have already, 
and with great juftice, annulled his decrees lA things 
of lefs importance. Nay, I believe, that it is in 
that fpirit you deprived Sebaftian deLeon, a no- 
^* torious drunkard and an abominable man, of the 
^^ government of Paraguay. But, by* naming Don 
** Andrew de Leoa Garavito to fucceed him, your 
*• Excellency has fet another lion upon it, equally 
** cruel with the firft, whofe relation he ftileshimfelfj 
^^ and who, accordingly, has with his two talons 
** completed the ruin of Paraguay by reducing its in- 
*' habitants, even the women of the beft quality, to 
** the greateft diftrefs. 

** The voice of fo many wretches; their tears; the 

evils they fufFer ; and the excefs of thejr afflidtioa ; 

*• all lie at your door, my Lord, as well asthat of the 

*' royal audience, and of thofe minifters who have 

** contributed to it. For my part, who have more 

Vol. IL E '* than 
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than complied with all my obligations as a catho- 
lick bifhop, aad a faithful fubjedt of his majcfty ;* 
" and who* for above thcfe fix years paft, have 
" fufFered fo much to fupport the interefts of God 
** and ray prince, I intend, with your Excellency's 
*' leave, to retire to fome hovel, from whence I (hall 
inform of every thing, my Lord the King, and hi^ 
councils; the Sovereign Pontiff, and my Lord 
Don Juan de Palafox, who has requefted it of me. 
** I (hall there live on the dues of the altar ; and, a$ 
** often as I (hall have the happinefs to officiate at it, 
*f as well as in all my other devotions, I (hall, with 
*' my tears, proftratc before the tribunal of heaver^ 
** to which I (ummon you, implore with humility 
** and confidence that juftice, which I cannot obtain 
upon earth. From the convent of St. Francis of 
Chuquifaca, the 8 th of June, 1651. 









*^ Moft excellent Lord, I kifs your Excellency's 
^f hands. Your (ervant and chaplain, 

f^ Brother 6£RNARDiN de Cardenas, 

" Bi(hop of Paraguay." 

Ghuqjjjsaca is thename of the Indians in whole 
country La Plate is fituated j and was, likewife, that 
iirft given to the town itfelf. It is likewife proper to 
pbferve, in juftice to Don Sebaftian de Leon, and 
Don Andrew de Leon Garavito, that the former w^s 
nothing lefs than what Don Bernardin repreients him ; 
and that he had not been deprived of the government 
of Paraguay ; for he held it merely by a temporary 
commiflion, and that commiflion was expired. And, 
as to Don Andrew Leon de Garavito, it was impof- 
fible th^t Don Bernardin ihould have heard even of 
his arrival in Paraguay, at the time he thus (b bit- 
terly complained of violences committed by him in 
that province. Don Andrew had taken Corduba in 
his way, and, after fome ftay there, repaired to San- 

tafe, 
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taft, where a friar waited on hiin to let him know, 
that he had met with a very convincing proof of the 
r-cality of the Ib-much-fpoken-of gold mines of the 
province of Uruguay ; for that he had feen two ox- 
hide bags on board a bark from that province, lb very 
heavy, that the Indians of the reductions, who were 
cntrufted with theth, had much ado to bring them 
afliore ; and that he was informed by them, that they 
wereaprefent from, their mifl'ionaries t® Father de 
Boroa, the provincial of the Jefuits, who had fent 
one of the bags to Corduba, and the other to the 
Affuraption. 

B&i 'What makes you think. Father, fays the vifitor, 
that theje bags were full of gold ? Their being fo heavy, 
anfwers the friar. If they were full of gold, replies 
Don Aadrew; of tbefiz^ you make them, the Indians 
would never have been able to land them, and carry one 
gf them to Corduba. Then, after reprimanding him 
levercly for making fo groundlefe.a charge, / am 
greatly edified, he added, by the dijintereft^dnefs of Father 
de Boroa, who, having fo much gold in his power, kept 
none of ii for htmfelf Had you t eceivedfuch a prefentj 
it is my opinion you would have kept it all. 

Don Andrew, during his navigation up the river, 
met with feverai other perfons, who depofed againft 
the Jefaits concerning thefc mines; but without prov- 
ing the exigence of them otherwife than by continu- 
ally repeating, that the thing was notorious and in- 
conteftible. He cxpedted to meet with fome more 
certain information in the capital of Paraguay, where 
the minutes of the depofitions fent to the royal au- 
dience, and figned by a great number of perfons, were 
depofited ; and, on his arrival there, liftened atten- 
tively to all thofe who had figned them ; or ftill had 
any thing to depofe ; examined and confronted the 
witnefTes that were brought to him ; but he could 
difoover nothing, except that mod of the figna- 
tures to the written depofitions laid before him had 

E 2 been 
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been obtained by force or by fraud ; and that the 
proofs chiefly infifted on were entirely founded on 
the fpeeches of the bifliop, his creatures, and ad- 
herents. 

This done, he gave directions to profecute all 
thofe, who had been in office during the years 1 648 
and 1649; arid who, infteadof oppofing, as it was 
their duty, the violences comniitted againft the Jc-^ 
fuits, had confented to be the minifters and executors 
of them. Having given them all the time they could 
cxpeft, to make their defence, he pafled a definitive 
fentence upon them, on the 24th of July, 1 65 1 . He 
yrould have condcnined (bnie of the moll guilty to 
death, had not Father Paflor, who fucceeded Father 
de Boroa as provincial of the Jefuits, obferved to 
him, that it would render them obnoxious to fbme of 
the fifft families of the province.* He ordered, 
however, the biftiop's edifts for driving the Jefuits 
out of their college to be publickly burnt. 

Father Pastor often reprefentcd to him, thathis 
brethren could not confidcr themfelves as completely 
juflified, till he had vifited thofe reductions, at leaft, 
in the neighbourhood of which their enemies would 
have it that the gold mines were fituated ; efpecially 
as the fame peribns (till perfifled in accufing them, 
that they never permitted either biftiop or governor 
to vifit them,^ even fince Don Hyacinthus de Laris 
had repaired, in perfon, to the fpots that had been 
pointed out to him. Nay, Father Paftor, finding 
that his fimple reprefentations had no weight with 
Don Andrew, backed them by a formal petition, and 
an offer to defray him, and make all the Indians of 
tjiefe reduflions, with their paftors, evacuate them 
during his flay there, that he might be more at lU 
berty to make all the inquiries and fearches he fhould 
think proper. But all the fatisfadtion Father Paftor could 
get from Don Andrew was, that he had received no 
orders for that purpoie ; and that, befides, after the 

proofs 
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proofs of honefty given by tbefe Indians and their 
miffionarics, and thofe he had himfelf received of the 
wickednefs and' fallhood of their, accufers, he couid 
not but deem fuch a vifit equally indecent and fii- 
pcrfluous. Not content wiiii thefe declarations in. f^ 
vour of the Jefuits, he pronounced a fecond fentence, 
condemning thofe, who had faJfely informed againft 
them on the fcorc of thefe mines, to banilhment, and 
a fine to the ufe of the king. .This hisconduft, as 
well as that of Don Sebaftian de Leon, was approved 
by a royal decree, iffued the firft of June, 1659. 

Don Andrew now concluded, that all his cares were 
at an Old; but, juft as he was preparing to fet out 
for Peru, he received advice, that a pretty numerouls 
army of Mamdus, regularly difciplined, and headed 
by experienced officers, were ready to pour into the 
{>rovince, on four different fides, in virtue of a com- 
miffion from the new king of Portugal, ftill at war 
with the crown of Spain. As, therefore, he cbuld 
not depend on the Spanifli or Indian ipilitia df ihc 
Affumption and its neighbourhood, he thou^^tf tht 
befl courfe he could take would be to prevent their 
being lander a necdfity of taking the field, by hin- 
dering the enemy from entering the proviflce^j ana, 
. with thjs view,, immediately difpatched c^ofiers to 
the Parana reduftions, with orderis for aH the In- 
dies belon^ng to them, who could bear aritis, to 
joccupy all the paffes. But their miffionarics 'h«J been 
.'before-hand with hint ; and had fo well concerted the 
-march of their Neophytes, that they fell the fame 
day on the four divilions of iht Mamclus-, killed 
great numbers of them •, and obliged the reft to rd- 
treat with fuch precipitation, that they kft M[ thefr 
wounded, and baggage behind them. 

The Guaycurus, in concert, perhaps, with the 

Maraclus, or willing to take advantage of the pef- 

picxity in which they flattered themfelves that the 

Spafiiards were going to be involved, threatened at 
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the fame time to fall on the province; Don Andrew, 
therefore, after detaching feme troops to obferve 
them, fent orders to the Indians, who had rid him of 
the Mamtlus, to take the field again. This the 
Guaycurus no fooner heard of, ihan they retired with 
the utmoft precipitation. Nor have they ever fiucc 
dared to make any attempt worth notice againft the 
province, even at times that it was impoffible fojT 
them not to know, that the Spaniards, divided 
among themfelves, were, of themfelvcs, unable td 
any make great refiftance. 

The vifitor having then propofed to thcfe brave 
Neophytes to help him to rebuild the church of 
St. Lucia, at this time in a very ruinous condition, 
they cheerfully complied ; and, animated by the fame 
fpirit with thofe Ifraelites .mentioned by Efdras, who, 
in one hand held their fwords ready to repei the ene- 
mies of God's people, wJiile with the other they re- 
built his Temple, thought themfelves highly homoar- 
cd by being employed to rebuild the fandtuary, oa 
leaving the field, in which they had defeated the 
demoKihers of fo many churches. 
- Don Andrew fet out (bon after for La Plata, where 
he was informed that there had ilarted up a new 
informer, touching the Uruguay mines. But, though 
the royal aqdience gave no credit to what he faid, 
they thought proper to fend an account of it to the 
royal council of the Indies, which, thereupon, voted, 
that anew vifitor ftiould be (an to Paraguay. Ac- 
cordingly, Don John Blafquez de Valverd6, oydor 
of La Plata, fet ouffor that provbce, with the fame 
titles, with which his predeceffor, Don Andrew dc 
Leon Garavito, had been invefted,. but far more 
ample powers ; for he. was charged to examine iiito 
the adtual ftate of the royal revenues of the three 
provinces of Tucuman, Paraguay, and Rio dc La 
Plata; of the royal treafury of Buenos AyrtS; of the 
miflions of- the Jefuits ; the number of the rcdudians ; 

the 
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the miflionaries employed in. them \ and the Indians, 
under their care, liable to pay tribute \ and, above 
all things, to examine perfonally, if there were any 
gold mines in the province of Uruguay. 

This new informer was an Indian, called Domi^ 
■ nick,, who gave himfelf out for a Tupi by birt^i^ 
though he had drawn his ftrft breath at Yaguaron^ 
and had never ftirred out of it, till he became the 
property of Captain Chriftopher Ramirez de Fuen- 
leal, who, fome time after, took him to Tucuman, 
This officer, one of the moft declared partifans of 
Don Bernardin de Cardenas, had taken upon him to 
realize this chimera of mines, fo juftly and univer- 
ially cried down among people of the bell fenfe ; and 
thought he might fucceed in his fcheme, by means 
of this flave of his. He, therefore, took him with 
him to Santiago, where he faid nothing of the 
matter till he had tutored him to his wifh. Thea 
Jie made a prefent of him to Don Melchior MaU 
donado. His reafons for remaining fo long filent 
were, that, as he had been declared by Don Andrew 
de Leon Garavito incapable of ever holding any pub- 
lic employment, and condemned to pay a fine of three 
hundred crowns, befides one hundred for damages to 
the Jefuits, eyery thing he could have faid againft 
thefe fathers muft have worn a very fufpicious alpeft. 
Some time after Dominick had entered the Biftiop's 
fervice, he began to play the part,, to which his old 
matter had trained him. He began by giving out, 
in the way of common difcourfe, that he had feen, 
near the Conception, one of the moft ancient re* 
duftionsof the province of Uruguay, very fine gold 
mines. He even produced the plan of them, which 
he had drawn out, he faid, upon the very fpot. This 
-made fo great a noife, that the magiftrates fent for 
him ; and made him undergo a kind of interrogatory, 
in which he adhered to every thing he had (aid. 
Upon this, they fent him to La Plata, and there 
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adcireiTed him to t(ie oydor) Don Franci$ de Neftare 
Marin, who likewife examined him ieveral times^ 
aud finding, that he perfifted in faying that he ad- 
vanced nothing but what he had feen with his own 
ey^s, tnade a report accordingly to the royal audi* 
ence, who, thereupon, immediately refolvcd to fend ' 
a'n^w vifuor to Paraguay, with the tides of governor 
and captain general. 

The vigeroy of Peru having approved the choice^ 
made by this tribunal, of Don John Blaftjucz de Val- 
verde to. execute fo impoi:tant a commiffion, the in- 
former was put into his hands, and conducted by him 
to Santiago, where Don Blaique^ had fcarce arrived^ 
when he was called to Corduba on an affair fufficient 
to give him a very bad opinion qf Domtnick. I faid^ 
that Don Gabriel de Cuellar, who bad followed Von 
Bernardin de Cardenas to La Plata in quality of bia fe- 
cretary, had ferved him in that jdurney with a great 
deal of zeal. Some time after, DonQabriel, having 
a call to Tucunian, (topped at Corduba, w here he 
was taken ill; and (bon given over by his phyficians. 
Seeing biinielf thi^s at the point of appearing before 
the Atmi^ty, he thought proper to repair, as much 
as poifible^ in a judicial way, all the injuries he had 
done the Jefuits, Svhile in the fcrvice qf the bifliop of 
Paraguay^ and, for this purpofe, earneflly bcfeeched 
the new vifitor to take the trouble to come and fee 
him. The vifitor, having complied,. Don Gabriel prc- 
fcnted htm with a paper, of which the following is a 
tjcaoflation from a printed and authentic copy 

^^ Be it known to all thofe who may fee the 

1 651. *^ prefent declaration, that I, Captain D Gar 

1652. ^^ briel de CuUlar and Mofchera, inhabitaitt 
^-"^''■^ " of the Ailumption, capital of the province 
^^ and government of Paraguay land Rio de La Plata % 
^^ and treafurer of the holy crufade in that city, in 

* This was the ftije before the latter of thefe provinces was takm 
from the formery and it ftill often obtained. 

" order 






It 



I 
I 



OF PARAGUAY. 57 

drder to do jufticc to truth, exonerate my confci- 
eoce, and repair the injuries done to ali the fathers 
** of the company of Tefuits, who are or have been in 
•* the faid province of Paragiiay, declare, that I have 
** been acquainted dl my life with thefe fathers, as 
** well in Spain as in the (aid province, and liave 
** confeifed to them, becaufe I found their dodtrine 
** found, their life exemplary; and was, bcfides, 
•* convinced of their great zeal for the felvation of 
*• fouls. Among thofe, whom I have known in 
** thefe provinces, there were fome ftrangers, fomc 
** Spaniards, andibme natives of the country; all de- 
voted to the fervicc of God ; faithful to the king ; 
increaiing, by the great number of Indians they 
** inftrudted and converted, not only the flock of Je- 
** fus Chrift, but likewife the empire of his Majefty, 
** And, accordingly, it is true of all in general^ 
*' and each in particular, that they gready edify the 
public by their modefty, by their good conduflt, 
** and by their piety ; that they make up quarrels, 
** and check the progrefs of public vices and fcandals; 
** that they vifit the fick, and relieve, with a great 
** deal of charity, riieir wants, both fpiritual ^nd 
temporal ; andproteft, to the utmofl of their pow- 
er, all worthy perfons^ who pay a due regard to 
their own and their iamilies fpiritual welfare, fuch 
as the camp-mailer general, Sebaftian de Leon, 
his relations, and his friends. Whatever has been 
publiflied to the contrary is no better than a vile 
** calumny, forged and propagated by perfons blind- 
ed by their palTions. 

For my part, the lord bifliop, Don Bernardin d^ 

Cardenas, has made me feel the rigorous cfFeds of 

his violent temper^ having robbed me of my fub- 

ftance, and of my peace of mind, by means of his 

" excommunications and his fines. I faw him treat 

" in the feme manner fome others of the principal 

*' inhabitants ; and the fears of his violence, added 

" to 
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*• to the remembrance of what I had already feir, 
having made me confent to ferve him in quality 
of his fecretary and his procurator general, againft 
the fethers of the company of Jefus ; I fubmittcd 
to do, to fay, to write, to depofe, againft them, 
^* every thing the (aid lord bifhop required; and, 
^' what is more, to engage feveral inhabitants of the 
*' city to do as 1 had done ; and all this blindly, and 
without examining whether what they figned was 
true or falfe, though I was perfuaded in my con- 
fcience, that things were imputed to thefe fathers, 
that never had been, and were merely the efFedt of 
** the faid prelate's paffion ; for as to what has been 
advanced, both by word of mouth and in writing, 
that they were difloyal to the king our mafter; 
that they had ufiirped mines, from whence they 
drew gold to fend it into foreign countries ; that 
they intended to withdraw thefe provinces from 
his Majefty*s obedience ; that they were heretics, 
fchifmatics, difturbers of the public peace, and 
enemies to (bciety ; all thefe aflertions are extremely 
** falfe, and I wifli my voice was loud enough to be 
" heard all the world over, that I might retradt the 
** calumnies with which I have blackened them ; and 
** which I caufed to be fubfcribed by thirty-five per- 
fbns, who figned in the name of other perfi>ns, as 
I myfelf figned in the name of my ion, Don Jofeph 
•* dc Cufellar and Mofchera, at that time but feven 
•• years old. 

*' This, and every thing clfe, which appears under 
** my name, was done by the orders of the faid lord 
•' biihop, who commanded me to do it in quality of 
** governor and captain general of the faid province 
** of Paraguay, and in his Majcfty's name, on paift 
of death, and of being punilhed & a' traitor. Thus, 
he muft be more guilty than I am of all the mif- 
chief which has enfued, as I did nothing but obey 
him as his Majefty's fubjedL Rut I now wifti I 
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*' bad loft my fiibftance, and even my life, rather 
than a<!:t the part I have done; knowing fall well, 
that all thefe proceedings were again ft the law of 
God, againft the holy company of Jefus, and 
againft truth. This I atteft upon oath, b^iforc 
God and his crofs ; humbly aiking pardon of the 
** reverend father provincial, all his fathers, and all 
*• thofe, whom I have fcandalized. And, for the 
** exoneration of my confcience, I defire that there 
"'be made (everal copies of the prefeat retradation, 
*' to be fent to all the tribunals of juftice, where 
^^ they may be ufeful to the (aid company ; and ia 
** order to give it the requifitc authenticity, I have 
*^ figned it before a notary, and in prefence of the 
*' underwritten witnefles, Thomas de Medina, Va- 
** lentin d'Efcobar Becerra, and Anthony Amolin, 
** clerks, engaged' in minor orders. At Corduba, 
** the 8th of November, 1 656^ I have written the 






prcfent declaratioa with my own hand, and have 
figaed it, Don Gabriel de Cuellar and iViofchcra.*** 
This declaration, which was fent to the 
royal council of the Indies, made fomuch 1652. 
the greater impreflion on the king's mind, as ^— v**^ 
his Majefty, fome time after, received feveral letters 
from the bifhop of Tncuman, in favour of the fame 
fathers. In one of thefe letters the prelate told the 
king, that it amazed him to fee the libels of an enor- 
mous length, which came from the province of 
Paraguay againft the Jefuits, Vi^ith whom nobody 
could be better acquainted ; and in another, of the 
third of February, 1652, after laying how much 
he was fcandalized at them, " it is, Glided he, the 
** moft reverend bifhop rf Paraguay, Don Bemardin 
" de Cardenas, who has ^efolved to ruin the Jefuits ; 
** and one of the methods he has chofen for that 
^^ purpofe is to difperfe^ by means of his confidants, 
" a great number of de&matory libela againft then^ 
** in thefe provinces." 

•The 
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The beginning of this fame year, Don Gabriel 
de Peralta, who had hitherto deferred adting m 
quality of judge confervator of the Jcfiiits, merely 
for the realbns I have already mentioned, put the 
laft hand to the criminal process againft thofe, who 
had been the executors of the bilhop's violences, and 
pronounced bis dennitive ientence againft them the 
fecond of January. This eccleiiaflic was a man aboV6 
all reproach ; and loft nothing of the general efteem, 
which he had acquired in the province, nor of that 
in which he was held by the royal council of the In- 
dies, by the calumnies againft him contained in the 
memorials, printed at Madrid by Don Bernardin. 

It appears by a letter, which Don Gabriel 
'i^Si^ wrote, the year following, to the Count of 
^--v*^ Penaranda, prefident of the royal council of 
the Indies, that a decree had been iiTued by that 
council, ordering Spanifh corr^idors to beeftablilhed 
in all the reduftions governed by the Jc&its. Biit 
Don Gabriel thereupon obierved, that having, in 
quality of vicar general and adminiftrator of the dio- 
ceie during the vacancy of the fee, made the vifit of 
the rfeduftions fubjeft to it, it evidently appeared to 
him ; firft, that to deprive thefc new Chriftians df 
their fire-arms, would be putting it out of their 
power to defend themfelves againft their enemies, 
which were always thofe of the ftate. Secondly, 
that it would be the greatcft injuftice in the world 
to exprefs the leaft diffidence in thefe fathers in 
regard to the gwernm^nt of their churches, which 
they had founded with infinite labour, and cemented 
with their blood, thereby acquiring entire provinces 
^God and "hisMajefty. In fhort, that it was of the 
laft confequcwce to think feriaufly of the danger, that 
would attend innovations, which could only be (ug- 
gefted by evil-miaded pcrfons, or fuch as were not 
fufficiently aware of the fatal confequences with which 
thefe innovations might be attended ; that he thought 
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it his duty to lay them before his Excellency, of whofe 
wilciom and knowledge he was too well convinced to 
doubt his making the mofl: ferious refledtions upon 
what he took the liberty to reprefent to him. 

It appears, likewife, by a letter, which the bifhop 
of Tucuman wrote, the beginning of this year,, to 
Pope Innocent X. that Paraguay, and all the neigh-> 
bouring provinces, fwarmed with defamatory libels 
againft the Jefuits, again^ the twojudge-confervators, 
againft Don Sebaitian de Leon, and againft the vi* 
fitor, who had condemned thoie he had found guilty 
of the violences committed on this occafion againft 
the fathers of the company. 

The Jefuits, juft as they began to make 1654, 
themfelves eafy in regard to their reduftions 1 655. 
oit the Parane, found themfelves on the *— v^^ 
point of being driven from thofe on the Urugugy. 
Don Chriftopher Moncha and Velafco, formerly of 
the order of St. Benedift, but at this time bilhop of 
Buenos Ayres, naturally a ra(h, headftrong man^ 
had formed a defign of changing thefe reductions 
into cures or parifhes properly called, and efta- 
blifhing fecular priefts in them inftead of the Jefuits, 
without any apparent motives but thofe of intereft. 
Don Pedro de Baygorri, their governor, wlx) knew 
full well the confequences with which fuch an attempt 
would infallibly be attended, at firft declared, that 
he was firmly refolved to oppofe it, as formally 
contrary to the reiterated edids of the catholic kings» 
to the utmoft of his power, as he was bound to do, 
tinlefs he received orders to the contrary from the 
royal audience. But, on the bifliop's threatening to 
excommunicate him, if he hindered him from go- 
verning his diocefe as he thought proper, and the fear 
of the fame difficulties with which Don Gregorio de 
Hinoftrora had been fo long involved at the AfTump- 
tion, ftopped his hands. At length, while the go- 
vernor was deliberating what part be ftiould a<ft, the 

bifhop 
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bilbop publiflied a mandate, by which he changed 
the redudions of the province of Uruguay into cures 
or parifhes properly called; ordered the Jefuits to 
evacuate them ; and invited the ecclefiaftics, not only 
of his own diocefe, bur likewise of thofe of Tucuman 
arid Paraguay, to apply to him for them. But not 
one applied ; all knowing, that, poor and troublelbme 
as thefe livings were, they could not expedt to enjoy 
them long ; as, if the Indians did not immediately 
defei r, the governor would, in all probability, fooff 
put them under their old paftors again. 

This (b unexpected indifference in the fccular clergy 
flruck the bifhop to that degree, that he could not 
help making fcveral reffe<flions upon it. He pryed . 
more narrowly than ever into th<. conduct of the Je- 
fuits, againft whom he foon ingenuoufly owned he 
had taken umbrage on too flight grounds. Accord- 
ingly, he not o !y retraced his mandate, but took 
for diredor o' his confcieiice Father Thomas Donvi- 
das, redor of the college of Buenos Ay res ; began, 
under him, the fpiritual excrcifesof St. Ignatius; and 
came out- of his retreat, altered to that degree, that 
thofe who knew him beft, could attribute ib prompt 
and fo prodigious an alteration, to nothing but the 
irapreffion of the Covftclgn Matter of hearts. 

The province of Rio de La Plata had foon 
16^5, an opportunity to experience, how much it was 
^-'^^'^-^ indebted to the governor for not Seconding the 
alteration, which the bifliop propofed to maKe in 
the redudions of his diocefe. The Frontones, and 
other Indians in the neighbourhood of Cocrientes, 
having undertaken to ruin that place, unable of it- 
felf to make any refiftance, and too remote to re- 
ceive any affiftance from the capital, Don Pedro fent 
to requeft the fuperior of the miffions to diipatch that 
way all the militia he could raife in the rcdudions. 
Thefe orders were fo well executed, that the enemy, 
finding they were likely to have a whole army of 

thefe 
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tliefe Neophytes to deal with, immediately difpert 
cd. 

The Neophytes then received orders to march 
againft the Calchaquis, whom the example of the 
Frontones had engaged to take up arms; but the 
bare report of their approach obliged them likewife 
to retire. The two following years, the city of Bue- 
nos Ayres having been threatened with a defcent by 
the Englilh, four hundred and fifty of the Neophytes, 
at the firft orders of the governor, flew to his alfift- 
ance, and fupplied him with boats to tranfport the 
troops he had fent for to Corrientes ; fo that the 
Englilh, who had flattered themfelvcs with the hopes 
of furprifing the Spaniards, no fooner heard of the 
preparations made to receive them, than they thought 
proper to fleer another courfe. 

This year the archbifhop of La Plata re- 1655. 
ceived orders from his Catholic majefty, to 1656. 
caufe the errors, in point of faith, with which ^-v-*-* 
Don Bernardin had charged the Jefuit miflionaries of 
Paraguay, to be carefully examined into; and, a 
junto being accordingly appointed for that purpofe, 
it therein appeared, firfl:, that neither the original, 
nor the tranflation of tbe catechifm, in which thefe 
errors were faid to be contained, was the work of the 
Jefuits. Secondly, that the original (in the Peru-; 
vian tongue) had been approved by two councils held 
at Lima, and the tranflation by three fynods held in 
the province of the AiTumption, and ordered, on 
pain of excommunication,- to be alone made ufe of 
in infl:ru(5ting the Guarani Indians. Thirdly, that 
Don Bernardin, who did not underfliand the Guarani 
language, wasmifl:aken, not only in regard to the 
meaning of fome words, but the very Spelling and 
pronunciation of fome others. 

But, to return to Don Blafquez de Valverde, who 
had been appointed to examine into the reality of 
fhe Uruguaiy mines, he had not penetrated a great 

way 
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way into that province, when the informer dilap- 
peared. But, as he was utterly unacquainted with 
the country, he (bon fell into the hands of the Jefiiits, 
who immediately fent him back to the vifitor. The 
wretch, upon this, terrified with the thoughts of be- 
ing put to the queflion, confefled, that he did not 
know either to read or to write ; and that the maps 
and plans he had produced were put into his hands by 
his mailer, Captain Chriftopher Ramirez de Fuen- 
leal, who, by threats and promises, had obliged him 
to a£t the part he had done. Though this, one would 
imagine, might fatisfy the vifitor, he thought proper 
to repair to every place pointed out in the maps, 
when it appeared, on the ftrideft furvey, that not only 
there were no mines of gold or filver in thefe places, 
but that the foil in them was no way fuited to the 
produftion of fuch metals. The vifitor, however, 
was fcarce fet out on his return, when a (tone, veined 
with fome ftreaks of filver, was brought to him as a 
&eeimen of the mines, which he had been looking 
for to no purpofe ; but this impbfture vanifhed like 
the reft ; for it appeared, on inquiring into the matter^ 
that this- ftone had been brought originally out of 
Peru, andftolen from the pedeftal of a ftatue in the 
church of St. Francis, by the Indian who had pro- 
duced it. 

. The firft news the vifitor heard, on his arrival at 
the Affumption, was, that Captain Chriftopher Ra- 
mirez dc Fuenleal, who had been the occafion of his 
long and painful expedition, had died lately, after re- 
trading all he had faid and ^one againft the Jefuits. 
His firft care, therefo.re, was to add this retradation 
to the judicial pieces, which compofed the account 
of his vifitation. He then condemned the dcnuur 
ciator, Dominick, to be whipt publickly through the 
ftreets, after which he intended to have had him 
hanged ; but the Jefuits reprefented, that the un- 
happy wretch had been forced by his mafter to do 

every 
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every thing, and by that means, though with great 
difficulty, obtained his pardon. This done, he pro- 
nounced a definitive fentence . in regard to the vio- 
lences and calumnies committed againft the Jeluits in 
the years 1648 and 1649, in which, after tnenrtoning 
feveral rctradations befidcs thole we have ipoken of, he 
condemned the guilty, not excepting the corregidors 
and the alcaides, to a perpetual filcnce in regard to 
every thing that had been imputed to thefe fathers, 
and to pay all the cofts of the profecution, . as like- 
wife the expence of the copies requilite to be fent to 
his majefty and the royal council of the Indies. His 
defign was to have fined them; but he cotifidered, 
that the province was poor, and that the ecclefiaftical 
and civil judges, who had already taken cognizances 
of the afFaff^ had done it. Befides, thjs *crirtiinals 
had of themfelves judicially retrafted all they^had ad- 
vanced againft the Jefiiits, who defired nothihg more 
than to fee their innocence fully vindioat^d. Ac- 
cordingly, riicy not only forgave the damages they had 
obtamed againft feveral of the gUilty, but eVen inter- 
pofed with tht greateft zeal to obtain the par d6n of 
thofe, who had been condemned to fines' and im- 
prifonment. 

Some years after this, the Indjans held in 
command by the citi2ens of the AflTumption, 1660. 
who treated them with great inhirmanity, re- ^^""'^^"^ 
volted, and murdered fevierai' of their cruel; t^lk- 
mafters. Their ttvo\t was even lb very fudden; that 
the governor of the prbyince, Don Afonfo.de Sar- 
miento, waspbfiged to fhtit hirtifelf up in a country 
church with a handful of foldiers, whom he had 
affembled with great difficulty. But the rebels im- 
mediately • forrouhded hini^ arid ftraitened him to 
fiich a degree, that he cotrid' riot fend for affiflance, 
even. to the nieareft redutflbps of his jurifdidtipn. 
However, the mlffionari^s there, having' got intelli- 
gence df his diftrcfs^ irhniediately difpatched 'to his- 
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relief a large body of their Neophytes, who, having 
reached the revolted Indians by forced marches, fell 
fo iinexpedtedly upon them, that they killed a great 
number of them, and diiperfed the remainder. 

These brave fellows nad fcarce got home, when 
the Guaycurus, in a body, entered their country to 
take vengeance of the alTiflance they, four years be- 
fore, had given againft them to Don Andrew Leon 
de Garavito ; but thefe barbarians met with fo warm 
a reception, that they have not ever fince dared to 
Ihew their faces there again ; nor was this the whole 
of their difgrace ; for, K>me time after, the governor 
having Tent, orders to the Neophytes to chaflize the 
Guaycurus for their temerity, about a hundred of 
them entered their country'*, and, though fo few in 
number^ made them imart feverely for iu 
1660. Almost all the fucceeding years were 
1670. Hgnalized, in the letters fent to Madrid, by 
^^•v^ expeditions like thofe we have been men- 
tioning, which (pread far and near the terror of their 
arms, and were the moit inconteflible proofs of their 
loyalty ; and all this at a time, that Don Bernardin's 
agent at the court of Spain filled his memorials with 
the bittereft invedtives againft thefe new Chriftians 
and their paftors. 

Nor was it with their fword only they ferved their 
fovereign and their fellow-iubjedts ; the governors of 
theie provinces had already began to make ufe of 
them to equal purpofc in the public works. We have 
already feeri, with what ardour they rebuilt the church 
of St. Lucia, on the bare invitation of Don Alonib 
Sarmiento. Some time after a body of them had de- 
livered Sant^fc from the fury of the Calchaquis. it 
being thought requifite to remove that town . to a Ipot 
lefsjexpofed to the inroads of thefe barbarians, they 
cheerfully took upon them the execution of this de- 
fign, which, for feveral years fucceffively, took, up a 
great number of them ^ ainl this, according to their 

\ laudable 
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laudable cuftom, without confenting to receive either 
wages or (ubfiftence ; or evea the expences of their 
journey. Some time after, they built the fort of 
Tabatiin the &me manner; and, in 1668 and the 
following years, they worked, to die number of five 
hundred, on the fortifications of the port and citadel^ 
and cathedral of Buenos Ayres ; fi> that thefe new 
Chriftians, who, whatever Don. Bernardin de Carde* 
nas had advanced to the contrary, had been acquired 
to Spain merely by the virtue ot the crofs, were, in 
^ite of the flightnels of the tribute th^ paid to the 
catholic kings, thofe, perhaps, of their fubjedts, 
from whom they derived the greatefl iervices. But 
their natural fubjedts made, it feems, no account of 
thefe iervicesy as they did not immediately bendfit by 
them. 



F 2 •" BOOK 



68. TiH E. H tST O R Y 



>' « * * ^ 



: ■: B CO K IX. 

hdians afCbaco cbaftized. fVifdom and difintereflednefs 
. ef th^ Jefuits on the occafion, Portugueice colony of 
' th& Holy Sacrament fettkd on the nortbefn hanks of the 
- Rio de^La Plata, Exc^ffhe pretenfions of the Pbrtu* 
gUitze, The colony of the Holy Sacrament attacked and 
tdkdH 'by the Spaniards and redu€lkn Indians. Great 
hr^aijery and loyalty of the latter on the occafion. Pror- 
p^fatto remove fhme of them to the neighbourhood of 
Buenos Ayres rejected by the court of Madrid^ and 
why. Poftuguez& allowed a feitlement in the Bay of 
Rio de Ln Plat a J under'certain reftriBionst Account 
of the Cbiquito Indians y and their country. They are 
civilized and converted by thejefuits^ in [pit e of the 
greatejl violence and fraud in fever al private ferfons 
among fl the Spaniards to prevent it. New decrees of 
the court of Madrid on the occafion. Mamelus among jl 
the Chiquites ; carry off a great number of women and 
children^ whofe hujbands and fathers furrender them- 
f elves rather than be feparated from them ; are at 
length totally defeated^ and their captives freed. Va- 
rious attempts to difcovera better communication between 
Tncumanand Paraguay Accejfion ofthehoufe ofBour-^ 
bon to the Spanifb dominions. Apprehenfions of the 
new king of Spain in regard to his American tjcrritories. 
Orders to the Jefuits of Paraguay in confequence thereof 
Loyalty of the Indians under their care on the occafion. 
The Portugueze refolve to re-eflablifh the colony of the 
Holy Sacrament. Diverfion made by fome barbarous 
Indians in their favour defeated. Colony of the Holy 
SacriAnent re-eftablifbed \ taken again by the Spaniards^ 
with the affiance of the reduction Indians^ who be- 
have with their ufual loyalty and bravery. Newly con- 
verted Chiquites emulate them ; ajfift in chaftizing the 
barbarous nations of ChacOy under Don ifievan de 

Urigar^ 
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t/rigar^ governor ofTucuman^ d moft Mfddrtit^ary 
per/gnage. New natims dijcovened vf^^h CPfffaJton,' 
fnofiofwhom^ with many already know'HydfffyimUzed 
and converted. Ufeful refteSlimts made by ihe Jefitils. 
New attempts to dif cover a belter comrnUWcatiffh^^-^ 
tween- TucumHn and Paraguay: ^ Death ef1Diii*Eiii* 
vandeUrigar^ Barbarx>us fi'athks of ChMib'^bik^ ad^ 
vantage of it to invade ^nd wafie \tbe Spahifb /itfkr 
vtents in their ^ neighkiurhood. Chr^ian'^^Q^uM^ 
twice called upon to join '-the Spahiardsi^ **^**^ft^ 
• . them^ behavi tbith great zeal andhyaltyi i ^'n .'---'• J 

OF thc'thiree proviricesf; Ifi' Which the'|fc-f^'' l'^5^^' 
fuits of Paraguay laiboured to pikpet^'/ 'i'668'. 
gate the Gofpel, Tucumanwas ith^OrilyOfte,'* ^y^^^r^ 
that could ' not derive any -^vai^tages ftw4'^hfe*Jrt* 
dians of their redu(ftioi!is, as its governors tofflfto^auJ^ 
tliority ov^r them, AccxS'dlrigly^ for \v^WPt^ 
aflliftance, it was all this time' Gontinualty ^^){pN^»fed to 
new alarriis fronni the Indians of ChaGb^^fe'thatth^i* 
now appeared no other rtieatis' ot putting' k^»i^p't6 
them, than by engaging thefebafbarians to ir^di^fdrtwi 
Gofpef. A^ often, therefore,: as? there ^^p|ie3pe*^l!h^ 
lead hopcS'oF being able to introduce it, lh9-;gaveri 
riors appfifed to the fathei-$ of fhe coYPif^jyy/hK^ 
though convinced that it woiild lie nekt tciv tepoffibte 
to convei-f a people who imagined it was fwgrely t<) 
makeflave&of them that any pains wt#0 -tikcn to 
make them Chrfftians, never rrfufcd to comply with 
the govern6r*s intentions. ''^^ * . v ' * 

- SoMETi^fci even, whefi they had n9)ffidfiaries to 
fpare, they did not wait Cd be prayed >^ '^y thefe 
people a viflt 1 and this year, in particula^i^ th«r pro- 
vificial himfelr, though aged feventy, cbW^Oitdd - 1 wo 
Jefuits into-thS heart of the -country; bift^' though 
thefe fathers "were at firft feceived with the greatefl 
marks of cbiiiidence and afffeftion^, they fountf itMm* 
poiTibfe to convince the Iridi4nS| that the reli^ofi they 

F 3 preached 
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preached to them, w^s any other than ^ (hare laid to 
deprive them of their liberty. 

Two or three year$ aftqr this, the Mocovi^, having 
broken jfito the territory of Efte?o» ruined or plunr 
dered ^ery thing they m^ with, till twp Jefuits ob- 
tained ^p^e from them, Put the officer, under 
who^ govemitient it was concluded, h^d (c^xge ex- 
piredf when they rcpewed their hpllilities. U^n 
thi% |dt$)new governor, Dqn Ange|o4e]^aredo, raifed 
an army» iX>t only to put a flop to their courfes, t>ut 
to chailize th^ir inic4epQ({. (ie was for taking two Je- 
fuits abng with him; but thefe fkthers bagged to be 
excufed,. alledging, that their appearing with foIdier$ 
WPVild be fu^^ieat to deter th^fe In^i^n^ frpni lilted- 
ing to them as pre^qbers. Don Angelo, however, 
h^d iuph good fiiccefs, tha^ invarioysikjripiihe^, h^ 
took upwards of eighteeq hundred priibners, who 
werp Ire^e^ with great gentlepefe. Thefe the Jcfuit? 
loli^lced the gener2 to form into a redqi^icm ^ and h^ 
iwoutd bavt complied with their rcqweft, but that be 
Mfas a^aid of diigpfti^g his officers, who had molt of 
them ms^e the campaign at their own expence^ it) 
hOjpefiQf ^bitving all the priibners they could m^ke fo|- 
their pafnti . H^ took q^re, however, at th^ requeft 
pf theie fathers, not tprejparatethehufbandsfronfi their 
wives, o| the childrm from their parents ; and that 
thole men, who were not as yet married, Ihould hay? 
leave^ before they were put into the hands of their 
HiaHei^, rtp-; 9ho0l^ wivc§ ifpr themselves ; that, on 
xeceiving baptifin, they might likewise be married 
as Chriilian^. (][e, beud^s, exacted 4 prqmi^^ from 
their maftefs not to treat them a^ flaye^. 

Don An<}£|^o ofieied to give forty ^f the print 
cipal families in cpiTiJCnand to the Jeluits of Corr 
duba, not only, be faid^^ to acknowledge the fer^ 
vipes, which the ffttb^^rs . pf the company daily ren7 
dered to religion and the; < province ; but, likewiTe, 
becaule h^ wasperfyac^d^. that the Indjai^ bellowed 

on 
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on them would be much better treated, better in- 
ftrufted, and more eafily gained over to Jefiis Chrift. 
But the fathers did not think proper to accept his 
offer. There were (carce prifoners enough to content 
all thofe who laid claim to them ; and though there 
were^ they did not choofe to authorize by their exam- 
ple a pradtice, which was fo fhamefuUy abufed. Be- 
fides, it would have been highly indecent in them to 
appear more interefted than the general, who would 
not keep a fingle prifoner for his own ufe. Don Angelo, 
hpwever, (elected a good number of the moft pro-^ 
niifing children, whom he diflributed amongil the 
colleges of Tucuman, to be there brought up and in- 
Arufted, and afterwards ferye the miilionaries as in* 
terpreters arid catechifts. After this diftribution, 
there rqpi^ined feveral prifoners of both fexes, whom, 
on account of their age atld infirmities, none of the 
officers had thoji^ht proper to accept. Thefe the Je- 
f\|its offered to maintain, till they could, find perfons 
willing to take them from off their hands ; and in the* 
raean time treated them with (6 much charity, that 
they gained every (oul of them over to Jefiis Chrift. 

Don Ancelo intended to have continued 
the war, though it were only to make prilbners, 1 673. 
which might ferve as fo many hoflages for the ^^-v^*-' 
fecurity of the miflionaries, whom he intended to fend 
amongft thefe barbarians; and who heretofore ufed to 
be confideired as (b many vidtims going to certain 
death. He, befidcs, imagined, that by obliging their 
encommendaroes to treat them with great lenity, their 
countrymen might be brought to believe, xh^ the 
Spaniards were not fb bad men as they imagined, 
and did not want to make Chriftians of them merely 
with avisw to make them flaves. But fo many other 
affairs' interpofed, 'that his commiffipn expired before 
Jhe could take the field again. 

p4 Things 
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Things, remained in this il^te of inad^ion 
till towards the middle of the year 1 679, 
when Don Philip Rege Corbulon, governor 
of Paraguay, received advice, that the Portuguezc of 
Rio de Janeyro were, by orders of the infant Don 
Pedro, regent of Portugal, 'fitting out fourteen veffcls, 
and embarking troops, arms, ammunition, and every 
thing elfe requifite for a grand eftablilhment, in 
order to make one on the iflands of St. Gabriel, 
or the adjacent continent ; and that bis highne(s 
had chpfen for that purpofe, the flower of his beft 
troops, and given the command of them to Don 
Manuel de Lobo, an officer of diftinguiflied birth 
and merit, and at that time governor of Riode Janeyro. 
it was even reported at the Aflumption, that a body 
of Portuguezc troops was actually fet out by land in 
order to attack the reductions of the Paraoa» and afr 
terwards fall upon thofe of the Uruguay 5 or at leaft 
iiarals both, aqd thereby hinder them from fending 
any aljiftance th Buenos^ Ayres. 

. ' .Don Phii,ip, on the receipt of thisintellir 
1679/ gence, dilpatched two expreffes, ooe to the- 
v^'^"*^ lndiaQ6 of the Parana, to defire them to be on 
their guard, and another to Don Joieph de Garro, 
governor ,of Rio de La Plata, to communicate to hirn • 
th^ intelligence he had received. He jceceived for 
ahfwer to the firft courier, that hn^ Could not but 
know, tl^at, though .^the redudioas might poflibly 
guard againfl a furpri.zcj they were; in no condition, 
to refift the attack of .regular tro^p?,. fince they bad 
been llriptof their fire-arrns. This had. been done « 
in virtue of a royal decree, iflued in the year 1661, in 
confecjuence of the rnemoirs puhliflicd by Don Per- . 
nardin deCardenas, and th& declamations of his agent, 
at Madrid By tl^is d^qr.ee the .nilffioners of thu 
Parana Indians were ordered to ckppfit thcfe arms . 
in the king's magazines at the Aflumption ; and not 

. put 
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put them again into the hands of the Ncophytts, till 
they (hould be called upon to fcrve his Majefty, or 
have occafion for them to defend tbeitifelves againft 
the Mameias. 

This decree, it is true, had been afterwards re- 
voked ; but the arms, it is probable, had been didi* 
pated in the interim. One thing is certain, that but a 
very finail part of them had been returned to their 
owners ; and, in the prefent exigency, the governoif 
could hot iupply them with above two hundred and 
fcventy rau(kets, the regular troops thcmfelves being 
icarce better provided; To compenfate this defi- 
ciency, he thought proper to beftow on two of their 
corregidors, with whofe valour and capacity he wa^ 
acquainted, the tide of camp-mafters; and thenre^f 
commended to them to fend parties from time to time 
towards Brazil, in order to obfcrve the enemy's mo* 
tions. 

These orders were executed with equal conduct 
and expedition. Three detachments, of about four 
hundred men each, fet out for the frontiers of Brazitl 
The firft remounted the Parana in light canoes ; the 
two others marched by land, one towards St. Paul 
of Piratiningue, and the other towards the fea-fhore^ 
which they coafted for a long time, keeping con* 
ftantly to the (buth. In this manner, both theft 
parties made upwards of three hundred leagues, 
without being able to difcover any thing; till the 
kft, having puflicd &s far as the neighbourhood of 
Cape St. Mary, fell in with four and twenty men be- 
longing to a Portugueze veflel, which, having been 
detached a-head by the Rio de Janeyro fleet, had die 
misfortune of being (hipwrecked on the coaft ; and 
.were now making the beft of their way towards 
Buenos Ay res, which they flattered, themfelves thd 
governor of Rio de Janeyro*s projedl had not as yet 
reached. 

Had 
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Hadt the Neophytes liftened to the firft fendmentsv 
which muft naturally be excited by the fight of an enc-' 
my whofc defignis.tbey were acquainted with, and who 
recalled to their mind the mifchieft done them by the 
Portuguese of St. Paul of Piratiningue, they would 
certainly have killed every man of them ; but their mif*- 
fiouaries had recommended to them, above all things, 
not to commit any ad of hoftility ; and, in cafe they 
Ihould be attacKed, to ftand as much as polTibl? on tho 
dcfenfive, till they had acquainted the governor of 
the province with what they had difcovered, and re- 
ceived orders from him how to a6t They even car- 
ried their precaution ftill ferthcr ; , for; thqugb they 
took the propereft mealures to hinder their eicape, 
yet, wh^n they obfervcd how harraffed they were with 
a long ;an<i painful liiarch, and how greatly didrefled 
for w^nt of provifions and !ploath$) they very gener 
roufly divided amongft them the little they had left 
of their own i offered them mules to carry them, and 
guid^ Xf} . cpndud them, to the redudion of Kings,^ 
being the neareft, though at no lefs tfaap fk hundred 
leagues diftance, and w:here they \yere repeiyed with 
a cordiality they would not, perhaps, b^ve met with 
in their own country. 

1679. Hrrp they were informed, that Don; Ma^ 
i68a nuel de Lobo h^d caft anchor, with hia 
^— v^ fleet, undpr jhe iflands of St. Gabriel.: They 
would have beefi very glad to jpin him ; and the 
good reception they, h^d ipet with infpired the cap-! 
tain, who happened to be of the number, with confir 
dence enough to beg the miflionary who governed thisi 
church, to f^pply him with provifions and guides ta 
repair to his general ; but the father made anfwery 
that it was not jn his power to grant him what he re-' 
queftcd ; and that he muft apply to the fijperior of 
the millions, then at the reduftion of St Thomas,- 
about fifteen leagues frpm that of the Kings. 

This 
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This fiipcrior was Father Ahamirano, a native of 
Santaf^, and a deicendtot of one of the firfl con* 
iquerors of Paraguay. The Portugueze captain wrote 
him a very polite letter ; but, perfii^ded that fome* 
thing more than fine words would be rcquifitc to 
liiake him comply with his requeft, he gave him to 
undcrftianci, thftt it was the intertfl of his Catholic 
Majefty, thai he (houtd be well .treated on this occa- 
fion; that a refqlal might bring on a war> which the 
Spaniards of Paraguay would find it qo eafy fxiattei; to 
iuftain ; and in which Charles the Second'wquld take 
it very ill he flioald involve him for (o mere a trifle* 
He then reprefented to him the graces arjd . favours^ 
ivith which the Kings of Portugal had loaded bis com^ 
pany, and which greatly idrpafled all- tjiofe it had re- 
ceived from the other fovercigns of Europe 

Father AltamiraNo anfwered* that he was ex«- 
tremely forry for his misfortune-, that he was no 
granger to the obligations his company lay under to 
the jnoft ferene kings of Portugal ; but that it was 
jequally indebted to the auguft houfe of Auftriai that, 
?fter ail, a fmipk religious, like him, entirely occut- 
pied fjFopi his yoyth with. the tunijtions proper to his 
in ftityjc^ could i)ojt be fuppoled well enough verfed 
in ftate-affairs to judge fqr hinrifelf, on the present ocr 
cafion *^ that his Catholic Majpfty had a governor at 
Buenos Ayres, to whom it w^s more natural he 
fhould apply ; and that he knew this officer well 
jcnoijgh tQ be^nfwerable for his grantijig every thing, 
that was not prejudicial to the fervice of the king, his 
pafter. 

The Poftugueze captain, upon this anfwer, refolv^ 
Jo fet qut.for Bqcnos Ay reis, though he made no doubt 
of his bejiing ftppped there ; and Father Ahamirano gave 
prders for furnifhing him with every thing requifite 
for the journey ; a fufficient number of canoes, and 
plenty of provifions i Mides an : efcort of four hun- 
-^red mpi?, wlipm he ordered to render him all the 

fervice 
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fervice in their power. After a month's navigatioil 
down the Uruguay, they landed at the mouth of a 
little river, called de Las Conchas^ whkh flows from 
the Weft into the Rio de La Plata, about four 
leagues above Buenos Ay reft. 

As foon as the governor heard of their arrival, he 
fent his coach to the captain, and the ferjeant-major, 
Don John Cabrera de Velafco, in order to compliment 
him in his name, and conduft him to the capital, 
wheire, on his arrival in the fquarb before the palace, 
he found the whole garrifon under arms, and was (a- 
luted by a general difchargeof their fmall-armi The 
governor then, after the ufiial compliments, con- 
duced him to liis palace, where an apartment had 
been prepared fbr him. The reft of the Portugueze 
were lodged in tiie principal houfes, where they were 
treated with the greateft humanity and politenefe. 
The day foUdwing, the governor, who immediately 
found his gueft to be one of the officers, who had 
moft diftinguilTied themfelves in the war which had 
followed the revolution of Portugal^ gave him feveral 
entertainments^ and reviewed in \\\i prefence the four 
hundred Indians, who had efcorted him to the re- 
duftion of the Kings, and from thence to Buenos 
Ayres. The Portugueze captain was greatly fur-^ 
prifed to fee them fo different under arms from what 
they had appeared to him during the journey ; and ftill 
more at the manner in which they performed their 
exercife, and a mock-battle with which it 'was fol- 
lowed. 

For this purpofe, they divided into two bodies, 
one reprefenting Portugueze, dnd the other Spaniards, 
The two commanders began by fending heralds, to 
proclaim their reciprocal pretenfibns ; and thefe, not 
agreeing, declared war with the ufual forms. Every 
man then repaired to his colours ; and, the charge be- 
ing founded, the two parties attacked each other ; 
and, in a ftiort time, the fray grew fo warm^ that t 

ft ranger 
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ilranger roight have miftaken it for a real combat. 
At length, the pretended Portugueze were obliged to 
give way^ and foon after were entirely routed. Se- 
veral of them fell on the ground, and perfonated 
men that had been killed : tbofe, from whom the 
Spaniards attempted.to force their colours, after many 
ftruggles to defend- ^hcmfelves, feemed not to give 
them up but with their lives. The conquerors having 
jihen prefented them to the governor, he ordered the 
lame compliment to be paid to the Portugueze cap- 
tain, who loudly declared, that thefe Indians were 
invincible, in cafe they could behave in a real engage^ 
ment with as much order, fpirit, and addrefs, as they 
had done in this fictitious one, with which they had 
entertained him. 

At the conclufion of thefe fpcftacles, the governor 
told his gueft, that he took him to be too gallant a 
man, and too well acquainted with the duties of his 
charge, to take it ill he ihould detain him and all bis 
company, till he knew the pleafure of his fuperiors 
on the occafion. This compliment greatly furprifed 
the Portugueze captain, as he did not think the go* 
vernor knew any thing as yet of the arrival of the Por- 
tugiieze fleet at the ifland of St Gabriel Several 
things, however,, had already happened, of which 
even himielf knew nothing As fbon as the go- 
vernor of Rio dc La Hata had, ia concert with that 
of Paraguay, fent the Indians of the sedudtions to. 
make discoveries, he difpatched a brigantiac to viiit 
all the creeks, all the havens, and all the iilands, on 
both fides of the .ri;ver below. Buenos Ayres. But 
the comm^der, iKXt imagining that the Portugueze 
would have the aflucance to take up their pofl: & 
near the capitaiy..negte£ted making the toor of the 
iflandsof St. Gabr jel,. :and fo returned without ^eiog 
any thing of them:;. 

A FEW 
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A FEW days after, feme of the inhabitanttf 
1680. going to cut wood in a little creek of the 
'^-•x'^ continent, fituated behind the largeft of thefe 
iflands, and better (heltered from the winds than the 
port of Buenos Ayres itielf, were gready liirpiiied 
to find in it (bme buildings newly finiihed; and im-^ 
mediately came back to acquaint the governor of the 
province with what they had feen. The governor^ 
upon this, immediatdy (ent an officer on board a 
brigantine to know of tboie, who had pofted them- 
felvcs there, who they were, and what they meant by 
ib doing. This officer, as ibon as he got within fight 
of the principal habitation, hung out a flag of truce, 
which brought a Portugueze to him, who anlwered 
all his queflions. He then defired to be conducted to 
the commander ; which being granted, he was greatly 
furprifed to find himfelf in a regular fortreis^ mounted 
with cannon, and provided with (laves, and magazines 
flocked with every thing requifite to build atid de^ 
fend a city ; and four veifels, befkies, riding at anchor 
under the walls of it. 

• Don Manuel de Lobo, the commando*, gave 
him leave to take an exadt furvey of every thing, and 
draw up a judicial memorial of what he faw \ upon 
which, the governor of Buenos Ayres (ent, the very 
next day, to afk him, in the name of his Catholic 
Majefty, by what authority he had made an efta- 
blifhment in a country belonging to the crown of 
Spain. Don Manuel anfwered, in writing, that the 
Portugueze had been authorized by the King, their 
fi>vereign, to make fettlements in all parts of the 
cisitinent, that were not as yet inhabited ; and that, 
having deliberated on the ailair with the ibv^reign 
chamben of Rio de Janeyro, he could find no fitua- 
tion properer for a new fetdement, than that he had 
pitched upon, which he, befides^ confidered as a part 
of Brazil. 

' : ; /. To 
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To this declaration the governor immediately re- 
plied by a formal fummons to withdraw directly 
irom this place, which had been in the pofTeilion of 
the crown of Spain for upwal^ds of a century ; and 
not infringe the treaty of peace, by which a good 
underllanding between the crowns of Spain and For* 
cug^I had been lately reftored. To this fummons 
Don Manuel made oo other answer, than that he was/ 
on the territory of the king, his mafter, and would 
remain there. The governor, left he (hould be 
thought too hafty in an affair of fo much coniequence,. 
and perhaps, too, in order to gain time, had recourfe 
to tt^ociation; and, ibr tliis purpofe, aflembled a 
great council, to which be invited the bifhop, and alt 
the divines and )uri(confuIts of the city, befides fuch of 
the inhabitants, as. he thought beft (killed in cofmo- 
graphical afiairs. 

This council, having examined the rfghts of the 
crowns of Spain to the lands the Pormgueze had taken 
poireffion of, drew up a memorial ; and added to it 
tiie Dutch map, which the Portugueze themfclves 
made ufe of in their voyages, and likefwife the treaty 
of peace of the year 1668, in which it was ftipulated, 
that the province of St. Vincent (hould be confidered 
as the frontier of Brazil on the (ide of Paraguay ; and 
the governor ieut oopies of all theie pieces to Don 
Manuel de Lobo, by peribns beft qualified to make 
him (enfible of all their weight, with earneft entrea- 
ties not to reduce him to the (ad. neceifity of rekind* 
ling a war, which had already coft fo much blood, 
efpecially with a nation, for whom he had the greateft 
edeem and affe£tion. 

DonManubl, firmly abiding by his firft anfwer,. 
produced to the governor's deputies a map of the 
world, draw2l>l^p ia Liibon in 1678, according to 
which.the -three hundred leagues of coaft from Rio de 
Jaiieyrp to the month of Rio de La Plata, and the ad- 
j^^QtQQQUa^t,Jtsfar.;asTucuman, belonged to the 
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crown of Portugal. Nay, aline drawn on it took in 
the two provinces of Paraguay and Rio deLa Plata^ 
and ail the lands of the continent from the w^dern 
banks of the river quite to Tucuman, with all the 
towns (landing upon them, as niaking part of Brazil, 
though thefe towns had been built by the Spaniards. 
Nay, (bme of the Portugueze had the affurance to 
advance, that the dominions of his Portugueze ma- 
jefly extended as far as the mines of Potofi ; founding 
their pretenfions, it is probable^ on the expedition of 
Alexis Garcia^ mentioned in the beginning of this 
hiftory. 

These exceifive pretenfions greatly aftoniftied the 
Spaniards. They defired to kno>y upon what they 
were grounded. They again oppofed to them the 
fea-charts, by which the Portugueze had conftantly 
failed, and the lail treaty of peace, which had regu-. 
lated the limits of the two pov^ers in iuch a manner, 
as to leave no room for future conteftations. They 
proved, that Cape St Catherine had always belonged 
to the crown of Caftile; that fome Portugueze, who 
had attempted to fettle there, were diflodged by the 
Spaniards, without the king of Portugal making any 
reprelentations on the occafion; and that, if the 
Spaniards load abandoned the fettlement they bad 
them felves made there, it was becauie they thought 
proper to tranfport the inhabhants to other provinces, 
which it was more their intercfl: to people. 

Don Manuel fcemcd fofar fenfible of the weight 
of all thefe arguments, as to content himfelf with 
fayipg,^ that he had done nothing but by thd^ orders 
of hislbvereign, who could alone revoke them. -The 
governor, therefore, finding there was no time to lofe 
to prepare for a war^ which he now confidered as un* 
avoidable, diipatched two expreiTes^^an^-'to Lima, 
and the other to La Plata^ with lettws tO'«ihe viceroy 
and the royal audience of Chattcirs, giving an ac-. 
count of the enterprize fbcmed by'^lie Eortwgueze, 

and 
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and the Heps he had ufcleftly taken to oblige them to 
retire from the territories of his Caiholick majefty. 
But, before thefe two tribunals could anfwer him, 
they thought proper to examine the crown of Spain's 
title to the country where the Portugueze waited to 
fetde 5 and having unanimoufly voted it inconteftibl?, 
they immediately difpatched orders to the governor to 
attack diredly the new colony, to which the Portu- 
gueze had given the name of the Blejjed Sacramefff. . 

The firll thing Don Jofeph de Garro did, on fc- 
* ceiving thefe orders, was to communicate them to 
Don Manuel de Lobo j but they made no imprcffioii 
upon him. Upon this, therefore, he immediately 
gave orders for raifing troops, not only in bis own 
province but in Tucuman, purfuant to the leave he had 
received from the viceroy for that purpofe. Thetowns 
of Santafe and CorrienteSj both under his jurifdiftion, 
could not furnifti above a company each. Don Martin 
de Garoyer, ferjeant major and lieutenant general of 
Tucunfian, fent him four hundred from Cordub^, 
levied, clothed, and mounted at the expence of the 
province, under the command of. the canrip-mafter 
Don Francis Gomez and Texeda ; and Don John 
Diaz de Andiro, governor of Tucunan, being ijfi- 
formedof its loyalty, not only highly commended it, 
but ordered it to be made publick in all the jowns of 
hjs government, with a view to engage the inhabitants 
to follow fo glorious an example. 

Don Joseph deGARRO had likewife written yery 
early to tbc fuperior of the reduftions of the Uruguay, 
to b^ghe might fend him direfllyi three thoufeud of 
his Neophytes. But the meffenger, having been obli- 
ged to travel two hundred and fifty leagueis before he 
could find the fuperior, took up more time tha^n could 
w:ell be (pared in fo prefling an emergency. The 
promptitude, however, with which the orders brought 
by. him were executed, made ample amends for the 
delay r fpr, i^ eleven days an , army of Indians w^s 
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ready to take the field. This army confided of horfe 
and fo6t. Such of the foot, as had fire arms, were di- 
vided into companies of one hundred men each ; and 
the reft, who had nothing but bows and arrows^ 
lances and flings, aslikewife the horfe, into compa- 
nies of fifty men. Five hundred mules followed them 
with provilions, befides what they themfelves couM 
carry j with as many oxen to draw the artillery, four 
thoufand well trained horfes to break the enemy's 
ranks, in caie there fliould be a neceffity for fighting 
on level ground, and a well-furnilhed hofpital 

The different bodies, which compofed this litde 
army, being ordered to affemble at the reduction of 
the Kings, they all met there, colours flying and drums 
beating,, on the day appointed for that purpofe. Biat 
the Spanifli officers, who were to command them, not 
being as yet arrived, they thought proper to wait for 
them, till the miffionaries, who attended them in qua- 
lity of chaplains, coniJdering that not only they were 
wafting their provifions to no purpofe, but that the 
feverity of the weather began to caufe diforders amongft 
them, thought they might take upon themfelves to 
make them continue their march ; and it was certainly 
ivelljudged, for the halt they had made had already 
coft them two hundred men, of whom feme were 
dead, and the others difabled from aftion. But the 
miflionaries not only replaced them on the Ipot, but 
raifed three hundred men more to recruit the coippa- 
nies ; as faft as they might ftand in need of it. They 
then fet out from tiie redudtion of the Kings in three 
columns, each commanded by an Indian camp- 
mafter ; and, as this redudtion lies on the banks of the 
Uriguay^ one of the three columns was embarked 
upon thirty Balzas, whilft the two others coafted both 
fides of the river, that thofe who happened to tire 
might take the benefit of water carriage. 

At length, they arrived within three leagues of the 
colony, where the camp^mafter^ Don Anthony, de 

Vera 



OF PARAGUAY. 83 

Vera Muzica, entrufted with the fiege, waited to re- 
ceive them. And, as all the Spanilh troops deftin^d 
for the fiege were not as yet arrived, he employed the 
interim to perfe<ft the Indians in their exercife, and 
form them to a fervice, with which they were not as 
yet acquainted ; and he had great reafon to be fur- 
prifed at the ftiortnefe of the time, in which he com- 
pafled it. This was the fruit of their docility. The 
Portugueze. general had, on his fide, made the l?eft 
ufe of all the tim^ that had been given him. He had 
added new forti^lications to his citadel, and furniflied 
every place with ftrong batteries. Alnaoft all his foi- 
cJiers, and feveral of his officers, had been draughted 
frond the old Portugueze troops, that had fqcured the 
crown of Portugal to the Houfe of Braganz.t. 

The general himfelf was worthy to command fuch 
brave fellows. But he did not, atfirft^ imagine that 
he (hould have (b numerous an army to deal with. He 
hadi befides, beeti too dilatory in fending tor fuccours 
tO'Rio de Jafleyro, efpecially, as his enterprize, the 
true object of which was not known at Brazil till after 
his departure, had appeared unjuft to (bme, and rafli 
to the greateft number, fo that noiie^were to be fou.id 
there willing to fecond it. The officer, he had left 
there to command in his abfence, in vain offered the 
moft advantageous terms to futh as would ehlrft; and 
even embarked his own fon; a knight of the Order 
of Chrift, in hope his example might fpirit ap the 
young nobility; but not one of them offered to folJow 
it. This univerfal reludtancy laid him under a iie'ceffity 
olinterpofing his authority, «nd evert ufmg compul- 
fionr But thefe meafures took up Ip much time^ that 
the fuctours procured by them. airrWed too late. , 

.' The g6verA6r of Rib :de-La Plata himfelf, :riiough 
mdch beitei* 'ferved, had nbt been able to bring to- 
geriier above four thouland' men, including Negroes, 
Mul^toes, and Indians, mofl of whom were in com- 
iHa^d^ for heidtd m>t> think proper to weaken his gar* 
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rifon, as there was then np Spanilh veflTel at Buenos. 
Ayres to oppofe the Portugueze, who, having four • 
• (hips, might be tempted to (hift the icene of adtion 
by attempting a defcent there. But Dqn Anthony . 
de Vera Muzica, being of opinion that, with three . 
hundred Spaniards and three thoufand rcduAion 
Indians, he fhould be able to make himfelf maftcr of 
the place, applied for leave to begin the attack. 

Don Joseph, however, did not think proper ta, 
grant it, till he had made another attempt to avoid a 
war, which could not be attended with any advantages., 
to his province i and which he fore&W;, .would not be . 
lb readily terminated, in cafe the crown of Portugal] 
Ihould pique itfelf upon continuing jt. With thiJSi 
view, he again fent to reprefent to Don Manuel de^v 
Lobo the impoflibility of his holding out againft iuch 
luperior forces ; he protefted to him, that there w^; 
nothing he would not cheerfully do to extricate hin^ . 
from the perplexed fituatipn, in whigh. he faw him ; 
and that, if he would take the wifeft refolution, name- • 
ly, thatof return ing home to his goyernraent, he would* 
fupply him with plenty of provifions for his voyage^, 
and return him all the prifoners made by the Indians, 
of the reductions. He conjured him to fave him- 
felf the melancholy reflection of having rejeded an 
advic^, which religion, reafon, and honour, induced 
him to offer, and of haying fufFered himfelf to be. 
dazzled by the glory of fupporting $n enterprize^ 
which. the wifeft men, even of his own, nation, coijilcj 
not,but difepprove. 

This letter he fent tor the general of the Spaniih 
forces, who had as yet merely obtained leave to block; 
up the place. But then,:, he had fo difpofed his forces 
by extending them^ making the cavalry alight, and 
placing the horfes behind them in Iquadrons, that his 
army appeared almoft double of what."it reaUy was^ 
Accordingly, fevcral of the Portugueze officers reprc-. 
fented to their comm^nder^ that it^would J^ the heighti 

* . . of 
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of rafhrieis to irifift on their (landing a fiege with fucb 
unequal forces ; and, when the trumpet fent by the 
oarrtp-mafter had delivered his rheffage, moft of them 
imagined, that their conimander would accept of fuch 
favourable con^iitions. But Don Manuel concluded 
from the reafbfiablenefs of them, that the Spaniards 
were afraid of hirh j and, therefore, haughtily re- 
jeifted them. ' ^ / .. ' . ' 

THECamp-rnafter, after giving the governor an ac- 
count of the Portuguezc general's obftinacy, repre- 
fented to him, that. In cafe he <Ielayed ever fo little 
the attack, he was'Vei^ niuch afraid the extreme cold 
and other inconveniencics of th6 feafon might oblige 
his troops to quit their ranks. . Don Jofeph, upon 
this, gave himleave*toadtas he thought proper ; and^ 
accordingly,, the army fet out next thorning by day 
break. It afterwards halted to hear mafe- when 
every man, we are vf^ell' aiTured, recdvcd the com!- 
munion. The remainder of .the^ day was ({)eitt'in 
Regulating the^dixl^ of the attack^ and the day fbl- 
fowing, being the 1 6th of Auguft^ tfie army decamp- 
ed again, a little after midnight, 'in the following 
ofdtirr The' foiir :tlioufand fior'fes' without ridVs, 
bfbugHt by the'Indtahsbf the re(iu£tibns, wefe pfdce'd 
III the front ; thefe Indians themfelves. marched next,^ 
in three colurirrrisi commanded By their own cartipr 
maft6rs,?and by thfte'Spanifh officers, Don John Agul- 
kra; Don Alexandefr d'Aguirrd, aild Don John deFni- 
tas. Thefe troops compofed the matn body of the army. 
The >rea'r guard wife rnade up of the governor's forces. 

A&L were ?a-f6otj- thd commander having chofen 
this' difp6iitioh, * that,' after the befieged had difchar- 
ged'ilt their cannon agatoft thehorfes, the men;* who 
coiild fiiffer butfitrfe or nothing by it; might be able 
to^^aie the' J^licei' before they could prepare fori 
iecobd difcharge. But the Iiidian eamp-maft'cil's .fe- 
prclentcd to him, that this would he leading all his 
men to certain flaughter ; that the (hot of the'place 
could not but greatly gall the horfes, who, not hav- 
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ing people enough to reftrain their fury, \^uldlmrpch 
diately fall back upon, the army, and throw it into, 
lyqh; confufion, that the Portugueze might eafily cut. 
the Spaniards to pieces before he could rally thern.. 
Don Anthony approved this opinion j. and was not a 
little. furprifed, that tbofe Indians. wh^ bad nevfr. jper. 
fore l^een prefent at any expedition of thrs kind, fliouki 
at once obferve, what neither himfelf nor any of his 
officers had forefeen.. He immediately ordered jthc 
horfes.to the wings ,iand to th? rear,: to be nli^de ufe 
of as thfere might be occafipni and, thus the :three 
columns of India^is .found themfelves in the front of 
the army, which arrived by day-break at \hp foot; of 
thcfortrefs. r Z* ';. . ^ ^ ,. , . ^ . 

The general, had forbid his.^^r.oopf .:to begin the 
Attack, till helia4 made aiignalJ^y :firi;ng a carbine. 
But a Neophyte, Sjihf>jj ip the qxeaa tirne, hadcour. 
rageenpiighto mci^in^onc ofijh^ pujtworks, finding 
thecentjnel afleeaj cut, off Jiis hfad^ and, another 
ceatinel, happeiijn^ to fpy j^e Jufjian, Jmmediatel/i 
firedaQarbine, tq give, noti^? tq %h^^xx\(on ,\\^% 
the:eqemyhad[got o^poh the wt-work,. -The^^efi- 
phytes/ \vho, a? U waj3 yet darij, <;Qlild not diftjn-. 

Spipi jrdm wliCD^fb . tHe. i^oifq carne,, taking it for the 
igjial erf" their gejierjaV jhat very, in ft an f,; One of j^\Vr 
cplyrpps^ commanded by^ the^ Cacique . IgDia^iiis 
Aniii(Jau,Jeaped, att toa man,.^into the ou^t-work. 
The Pprtuguezci who in tbeii; /urprize cpnclude^ 
thdwhole Span ifti-arpy, had gQt ^^^ongft: .thenl,L AeNV 
precipftaiely to the rnain body.; of the ;placc .uj igreat 
nupiberVj and Ijegan^to defeg^- then;i(i?lves by fetjtjng 
fire.JiQ'a culveiripe^ whic^ fvas^ foi; heavily Iqjidcsdi; 
that It, burft .in' the difchargc...; At -the faiTi'$:iiftiey 
the^ t>vp pther Indian columns/^ntj?red by two&the? 
places ;.. fp that ;the befieged, , before ^hey could.. l<)Qk 
abbiit tl^em, fovirjd^ themfelves invefte4 ii^ their.&^fi 
arid ; their : powder [magazine in [th?; li^^ds pf.th^ 

bcfjegeriS.' ♦ « .r .:. -^r. ■••...• ' • • * 
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This ftruok fo great a terror into them, that one 
of their captains threw hirafelf^ with ten or. twelve 
loldiers of his company, into a boat, in order to gaia 
one of the tortugueze vcffels in the road ; biit they 
were met by a large boat containing, thiriy Spaniards, 
who made them all prifbners. Some others^r who 
attempted to cfcape, were not fb happy. They 
crowded into a boat in iiich. a numbers, that, npthav-^ 
ing room enough to ply their oars, they wqre obliged 
to remain motionlefs on the. water, wh^r^fome^rln-^ 
dian^^ who iwam to them, in endeavouring tomakjc. 
them (iirrender, overfet the; boiat, by which .evfy-y 
man on board periflied. ' "»., , :^ V} • 

In the meaa time, the Ne;ophytea made up to the 
next baftion, not dreaming pf their wanting Iaddei;s, 
till they got to the foot of it ; however, without wait- 
ing for thofe the general had.orderod to be ient after 
them, they faftened themfelve^ tq the walls, and in* 
vitedthe Spaniards to gpt upop their (houlderp, IVhich 
ieveral accordingly did after .^Jie example of lC)pa Jpha . 
d* Aguilara, who foon pulfed up the I'ortugueze 
colours, and planted thole of Spain in the rood[i of 
them. But the moment aften.be received. a ^i^ 
(hot, which l^rbkc his arm. 3y; ; t)iis time,: tte Ppnii'- 
sueze, having recovered a rtttl^lfom tHeir Bx^ ^^}^}^^* 
formed (and cfcfended the^^ejyes with grei^t.bmye;ry. 
One of their .cwtains, called N!{ap.ijielpalban^ P9f}!"8 
through theranksj by his v9i^-a^,4lhi«:exan\ple w^ 
mated the fpl(dicr.s^/putjting therfi in mind, tba^tli^y- 
were Portuguea^, a; n^me foiprmidable to tli^ §9^:^ 
niards, and c^' fp many fJn^:';a(9tioos, tliat j^ven lils 
^ncmie& themfelyes, when .be, fe^ oyerpowerw^Ky,. 
nv^nbers, could fiqt refufe him their tears and, ;^l\eir; 
pr^fes. This brave man haq fo^ wiff a Herpine, who^ . 
(word in hanc)^ fought by his fid^ a3 long as-hc^i^v^e^^* 
On feeing him (all, the Spaniards, full of admir.ati.7: 
on for her virtujc^. cried out to her to furr^nder~; ^^ut^^ 
wholly take^ ug,yyith the defire.of revenging hfitjhjUf- 
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band,' {he ruihed into the thickeft of the fray, and 
there found the death (he feemed lb much to covet. 

Both fides fought with equal obftinacy, though 
the Portiigueze hs^d now no other motive left tlreni, 
but that of honour. This alone^ however, made 
them make fuch prodigious efforts, that they, at liaft, 
i-toUlfed, and threw into fqme diforder, the Indian 
column commanded by the camp-mafter, Ignati- 
us Amandas. But this gallant officer, enraged to 
{ee'hfS"tnen turn their backs to the enemy, ran up 
to them fword in hand, and bpoiight them back 
td the charge. Upon this,' as if the Ihame of having 
fled had rendered life odious to them,, they fell fo fan-' 
diifly upon the Porti^ucze, that in" a minute they 
cbyered the ground with them; and, ^s they did not 
ifnderftand their language, or took them' for Mame- 
liis, would have killed them air to the lall man, though 
they, called out for. quarters, if fbme Spanifh officers 
had not immediately cdme up, and ^ given notice to 
the Indians, that the battle wds at ah end. 
* About two hiindi^ed Portuguezfe were killed on 
this occafibp; and the reft made pfifoners. Their ge- 
nieraf, ^being fick, had no flrare in the engagement.' 
The Indians made lb ftri6t a fearch after hitn, in order* 
to kill liim'is the author of this war^ that Don' Antho* 
ny de Vera was obliged^ to ftand feritry'.^t the door 
of his apartment, to hinder them from gdttin^at 
bim; When the danger was over, he went in to pay- 
hinil .'a* yifit, treated ^hini with great politcncis, and' 
made hfm ^n offer of hrs (hate orthe plunder. Thert' 
wai^ tio'difigreement aboiit the reft. The Indians,' 
utterftrangers to the value of feveral things that fcfU* 
into. i!hfcir . hands, abandoned, without difficulty, the' 
moft Jrecibus to tbeS^ariiards. Nay, many of thcJiii 
who fotifjd fome brafs and'cojiper velfcls full of ittf-^ 
bergreafe,' dazzled by' 'the brightnefe of the veflels, 
threw away the cohterits." The Spaniards loft but' 
fix im^n on diis ociklioh; ^Gf the Indians thirty wer* 
fcilieil'and a g;reater niltober wounded. 

The 
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* The miflionaries, who accompanied their Neophytes 
in this expedition, were always at hand to aflift the 
dying, without diftinftion of friends or foes ; and 
their zeal did them lb much the greater honour with 
both Portugueze and Spaniards, as, in order to per- 
form that duty, they were often obliged to expofe 
themfelves, at one and the fame tirne, to tlie fire of 
both. But the greateft advantage • they derived from 
this expedition, was its opening the eyis of feveral 
perfons prejudiced againft their refdudtions -, and 
making them fenfible of the important fervices that 
might be expc6ked from, them on fimiktr occafions.' 
Accordingly, their provincial received the compli- 
ments of Don Melchior de Linan and Cifner6s, arch- 
bi(hop of Lima and viceroy of Peril, the fiiperior tri- 
bunals, the governor of the province, and feveral 
other perfons of the firft diftindtion ; and, for a long 
tihie after, nothing wafe to be heard 'from one end of 
South Anierica to the other, but the prailes of tlieir 
Neophytes, who came moft of th^m two hundred 
leagues to this fe^vide, almoft naked, iahd that t6o^ 
though the weathei-, at this fealbn, was cxtrernely 
told ; for, at this time, their wholedrds, when obli- 
ged to take the field, confided of a fimpie pair of 
drawers. Beiides, though not ibove one fourth of 
them had fire arms; and they had veteran and well 
armed troops to deal with, and a place fo fcale lined 
with muiketeers and defended by a numerous artillery. 
It was apparent to all, tliat they had the greateft (hare 
Inthe takinjg of it. To crown all, their fervice was 
' Well known not to have coft his Catholick Majeft^ 
one fingle farthing. 

• This fervice was greatly enhanced by the (ucceft 
of ibme Englilfh pirates, who at the very fame time, 
with a fingle (hip they had carried off near Panama, 
ravaged ail the coafts of the South Sea, in fpite of 
five armed boats fitted . out againft theni at Lirna -, 
iailed through the ftreights of le Maire, and carried 

home 
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home immenie riches to England ^ every body fay- 
ing that, if there had been Indians from the reduc- 
tions of Paraguay in Peru and Chili, their coafls would 
not have been thus (hamefuily infi^lted. The Arch- 
bilhop Viceroy cpcpreflcd himfelf to this purpofe, in a 
letter to the royal ^puncil of the Indies ; and the camp- 
mailer Don Andrew de RoUez, who about this time 
arrived from Spain in order to iUcqeed Don Jofeph de 
Garroin his government of Ri^ de laPlata, wrote to 
the viceroy to conjpre him, not to. let the important 
and difinterefted ienrices of thele;i;iew Chrillians go 
without their reward. 

He had like, hpwever, to h^ve done them a very bad 
turn by endeavouring to (how how much he dleemed 
them; forl^ewrot^ to his Majcfty,. that bethought jt 
would be neceffary. to form a village of thefe brave 
Neophytes ki the neighbourty^qd of Buenos ^yres ; 
and, his let;t;er, having been re^d in council, it was 
there r^foivcd,^ that one tbppfand families (hpuid he 
draughted from the redudions for this new eftablilh- 
ment. We learn this fadt from^ a decree of Philip- V. 
addrieiled in the y<?ar 1726 to Don Maurice Briiino de 
Ziavala, governor of Rio delaPlgta, in whict^ are the 
f^llpwing words.. ** But Charles |L of^ glorious mc;^ 
mory, .refle.dling.:.that the. chan^ng of f^imatea 
might chagi:ine;the(e faithfiil Indians, andjiubie^t 
them to violent diforders, by making them breathe 
aa air to which th^y were not accuftomed, tl^Qught 
proper to repeal this order by a (qhedule ilTued in th^ 
year 1683.". This repeal waf , no, doubt, . owing, to 
the reprefentations of their MilfipQafies, who wrote to 
Charles II. that the new Chrifiians of Paraguay wouki 
in a (hort time become quite different men frona what 
they had hitherto : been, were they to be fetded fo 
near any town, oi)e efpepially where there was io great 
a rcfort of ftrangers as Buenos Ay res j or even ia 
tbeneighbourhooidof any Spaniih habitation ; for the 
Iprincc readily difcerned the folidity of thefe reajfons^ 

'and 
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and Philip V. his fueccffor, and the royial council of 
the Indies, have been always of the fame way of 

thinking. 

But, to return to what concerns the colony 
of the Bleflfed Sacrament, Don Pedro, prince i68f. 
regent of Portugal, was greatly mortified at ^-'v^ 
the news of i|^ being taken. H6 ordered his am- 
ballador at Madrid to make heavy complaints on the 
QQcafion to his Catholick Majefty ; and we are told by 
Rochapita, in his hiflory of Brazil, that Don Pedro 
direatened to renew the war, unlcfs he received fatiC- 
fai^ion for this hoftility ; that Charles II. intimidated 
by this menace, fent the duke • of Juvenazzo to ap- 
peafe him -, that the duke could not obtain an audi- 
erK:e froip the Infant, till he had declared, that he 
bad orders to comply with every thing his royal 
higbnefs might think proper to require; that Doit 
Pedro, fatisfied with this declaration, infifted upon 
iiothing but the reditu tion of the place and all the 
effedls that had been found in it,, and the enlarge-^ 
ment of the prifoners taken by the Spaniards ; tjhat, 
\ti confequence of this accomnnodation, Don Francis 
Naper de I^ancafter was fet at liberty and returned to 
Portugal, where the prince regent, to indemnify 
him for his lofles, gave him the government <rf 
Rio de Janeyro, and that of the coldn^y of the BlefTed 
Sacrament, which was re-eftabliftied, and put in a 
better^condition than it was before the Spaniards had 
taken it 

. But. it is plain, that this author was very ill. in- 
ftM-med,. and confounded two very diftant events ; for 
It is certain, that Don Manuel de Lobo, founder of 
th« colony, died a prifoner in Peru, where he had 
been removed fooh. after the redudtion of his place; 
and . it does: not follow, that, becaufe Don Francis 
Naper de Lancaftier, who was, perhaps, Don Manuel's 
lieiKenant, or commanded the four (hips that brought 
him fiiccours, wds fince named governor of Rio dc 

Janeyro, 
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Janeyro, and honoured with the title of governor of 
the colony, that, what thehiftorian of Brazil advances 
on no other foundation, rauft be true. It is certain, 
that the duke of Juvenazzo brought the prince re- 
gent of Portugal to a more reafonable way of think-^ 
itig, and made him defift from the prctenfionB form-' 
ed in Brazil in regard to the extent of^^hat kingdom ; 
and that this prince contented himfelf with aiking a 
fmall let tlemen t for the Portuguese, fomewherc in 
the colony, or its neighbourhood, that, in cafe they 
ffiould at any time be obliged to enter the Rio de L^- 
Plata, they might there find (belter aglinft pirates 
and bad weather. . . , ., 

•This was granted, on tondition that the 
i6Sz, property of the place (hould remain veiled 
v-'v-^ in the crown of Spain ; that no more than 
fourteen Port ugueze families Should fettle in it v that 
the houfes fhould be built with wood and :covered 
with ftraw ; that the Portugueze (hould eredtno fort 
in it; that the governor of Buenos Ay res (hould have 
a right to vifit it, and all the (hips that might come 
there, to trade ; that the crown of Portugal fhould 
reftore three hundred thoufand Indians, and .ih« 
flocks, which the inhabitants of St Paul of Pirati* 
ningae had carried off from countries belbngitig to 
bis Carbdick Majefty; laftly, that commillioners 
fhould be appointed by the two courts to examine, if 
the ki^ig of Portugal had any right to (ettle a coltJny 
on the banks of the Rio de La Plata, or refer their 
pretenfions to the arbitration of the fovereign PonthF; 
and -that every thing (hould be finally adjufted,. one 
way or another, within the fpace of twelve months/ 
'I'hese preliminaries being fetded, a provifidnal 
treaty was figncd the feventh of May, by which his 
Catholick Majefty granted the fettlement required' by 
Don Pedro, on the corditions I have rrientioned ; 
and, (bme time after, the commiflioners of the two 
crowns held a conference, in which they agreed to 

abide 
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abide in the main by the Pope's decifion, as the pre- 
tenfions of the two courts were to be adjuftcd con- 
formably to the famous line of Demarcation. But it 
is probable, that no regard was paid to this provilional 
treaty. It even appears, that the council of his Ca* 
tholick Majefty did not forefee all the confequences 
of the apparently trifling conceflions made by it, nor 
fufficiently refledt, that any kiiui of fixed fettlement 
on the Rio de La Plata could not fail of becoming a 
perpetual fource of contention with an enterprizing 
neighbour, who carried his claims to fo great a height ; 
could receive, when he pleafed, fuccours from the 
enemies of Spain ; and was enabkd by the proximity 
of Brazil to take advantage of every favourable con* 
jundture to aggrandize and ftrengthen himfelf It 
will appear in the courfe of this hiftory, that theie 
conjefturcs were but too well grounded. 

Th I s expedition, againft the enemies of the 1682. 
ftate, was iucceeded by a feries of attempts to 1692-. 
propagate the gofpel in Chacb, which lafted *^v-^ 
till the year 1692, But, though the kings of Spain, 
in order to fccure fuccefe to them, had iffued a decree^ 
by which, as many of the Indians of that country as 
fhould liften to the Jefuits, were put upon the fame 
footing with thofe of the Parana, thofe fathers found 
it neceffary to renounce the defign. Their zeal, how- 
ever, fuffered nothing by doing fo, as the Chiqurtes 
had already given the ftrorigeft indications of their 
difpofition to benefit by it. But, before we proceed 
any farther, it is proper to make the reader well ac- 
quainted with a nation, which is to make a confi* 
derable figure in the enfuing part of this jiiftory. 

Undbr the name of Chiquites, it is ufual to com- 
prehend feveral fmall nations fcattered over that trad 
of land, which is bounded to the north by a chain of 
mountains, to the fouth by Chaco, and to the eaft by 
theJMoxes and theBaures^ its bounds to the wefl are 
not ^et.aicertained. . It hasfcarce.any, breadth at its 
. * fouthern 
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ibuthern extremity, but grows wider and wider as it 
ftretches to the north. Lengthways it extends from 
the 1 4th degree of ibuth latitude to the 21ft. The 
eaftern part of it is watered by fome rivers \ and 
has, bendes, a great number of marlhes and lakes. 
The weftern part is traverfed by two rivers, which, 
after rifing very near each other, feparate by ruaning 
from the fouth td the nonh by eaft. Thefe two 
rivers are the Guapay and the Pirapiti, The firft^ 
after fetting out with the name of Rio Grande^ which 
it does not deferve, even where widcft, any more than 
fcveral others, upon which the fame pompous appella- 
tbn has been very freely beftowed in this part of 
South America, receives, in a fernicircle whicl^it 
forms round the city of Santa Cruz de La Sierra, the 
name of Guapay. The fccond^ on its leaving Chaco 
to enter the country of the Chiquites, affumes the 
xsame of St. Michael^ and then that of Sara^ under 
which, after feveral windings, it joins the Guapay, 
when both, under the laft of thefe names, flow toge- 
jher to the Mamore. This country is every where 
covered with mountains and thick forefls, which 
abound with bees, thofe efpecially called Opemusy which 
I have already mentioned. Accordingly, the chief 
riches of the inhabitants confift i4i honey and wax. 

The banks of the rivers, rivulets, and lakes, are 
covered with tortoifes, and every kind of game. Mon- 
keys, deers, buflfaloes, mountain goats, and poultry, 
are to be met every where in great numbers ; but 
^are not, however, fo numerous as the (hakes and vi* 
pers, which are all more or lefi venemous. There arc 
fome. of them, whofe venom is fo adtive, that, when 
a man has received it in the extremity of the foot?, it 
immediately afcends to the head, caufes a delirium, 
and then a gemeral weaknefs all over the body, to 
which death foon fucceeds. Few of the reft are mor- 
tal, their venom evaporating with the bloody which it 
caufes to iiTue at all parts of thd body, and leaving only 

a fmall 
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a fmall weakuefe behind it. The lands of this country 
-are almoft every where bad ; and would be abfolutely 
uninhabitable, if, from the month of Septennber to 
that of May, there did not fall fuch heavy rains, that 
not only the fields are overflowed, but lakes and Wgie 
rivulets fornied every where, which in a (hort time 
abound with fifh. 

As foon as the waters retire, the inhabimnts fow 
maize, fugar-canes, tobacco, rice, cotton, and ie- 
veral other vegetables of the fame kind ; but they 
know nothing of the vine, or of wheat. The heat is 
great every where; and in ibme places exceffive^ 
Befides, the weather is very inconftant, which caufes 
frequent and heavy difi)rders. The inhabitants are 
particularly iubje£t to the apoplexy ; and are every 
year vifited by a kind of plague. But, if they die of 
it, it is not Qy much through the malignity of the 
diftemper, as the ignorance of their phyficians, whofe ' 
art cdnfifls entirely in two remedies for every kind of 
difbrder. The firft is fucking the part afflifted : the 
fecond putting to death fome poor woman or another, 
the Chiquites having taken it into their heads, that 
this iex is the caufe of all our evils. Such hufbands, 
therefore, as have a mind to get rid of their wives, 
find it an eafy matter to engage the phyficians to pro- 
nounce fentence upon them, from which there is no 
appeal, becaufe the Cacique of every town is himfelf 
the phyfician, a^ well as the executor of his own 
•decrees. He generally begins by living well at the 
.tcxpence of the patient, to whom he allows nothing 
but a little maize, letting him, if he does not like it, 
die with hunger; alledging that he has been the caufb 
of his own death. 

In his firfl vifit he examines with the greateft at- 
tention, if the patient has not fpilt fome Chica, a 
kind of very intoxicating beer made with rice, which 
all the Indians' of this continent are very fond of; 
or if he has xto^ thrown to the hogs any bits 

of 
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of turtle or other animals. In the firft cafe, if the 
patient owns himfelf guilty, the phyfician immedi- 
ately falls to fucking that part of the body, where the 
.pain is raoft violent. If this operation proves fruic- 
lels, .♦*' it is, fays the doctor, the fpirit prefiding 
over the Cbica, who puniflies you, and who muft be 
appeafed." In the fecond cale, he gives the ground 
about the patient's bed feverai violent ftrokes, in 
order to drive away the evil fpirit. 

From the name Cbiquitos^ which the Spaniards 
have given to thefe Indians, one would be apt to ima- 
gine, that they are of a fmaller ftature than any of 
the other inhabitants of this part of the New World j 
whereas, their ftature is, in general, above the com- 
mon. This name was given them, becaufe the doors of 
their cabins uied to be fo low, that they were obliged 
to crawl upon the ground to get into them. Their 
reafbn for conftru£\ing them in this manner was to be 
the better ftieltered by them againft the arrows of 
their enemies, and the ftings of flics and other infeds, 
with which the air of this country conftantly fwarms. 
The Chiquites are very ftrong and fturdy, of great 
penetration and judgment, lovers of truth, and pretty 
ftct from the vices, to which the reft of the South 
Americans are addided; fuch as impudicity, incoa- 
ftancy, and lazinefs. . They rather love labour, or 
are, at Jeaft, eafily reconciled to it ; and in this they 
have over theGuaranis an advantage, which has faved 
their firft miflionaries a great deal of trouble and fa- 
tigue. Drunkennefs feems to be their ruling paffion, 
as they contradt a habit of it from their infancy. 

They: differ but very little from the Spaniards in 
their features, fo that, if they were not fo fwarthy, it 
would be a hard matter to diftinguifti one from the 
other. They are permitted to let their hair grow till 
the age of twenty; and long hair is counted a great 
beauty among them. They have very little beard, 
and what they have appears very laie. .Both men and 

women 
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.^omen wear a kind of cotton (hift with fleeves reach- 
ing to the elbows. The yoqqg people went cjuit^ 
naked, when the Miffionanesmacie daieir firft appear- 
ance amon^ them ; except that in their feftivals 
they adorned their beads with leathers of diffeient 
colours. The Chiquites are nimble, courageous, 
and very dextrous in handling their arms, whicn are 
the fame with tbof^ of the other nations of Paraguay. 

TwBV had no kind of regular government among 
them, yet generally conducted tnemfi^lves by the 
advice of their old men ; the dignity pf Cacique, 
though it defcendcd to the hrwdXj having very 
litde authority annexed to it. The Cluauites requir- 
ed little provocation to go to war; the defire q£ 
tbewing their courage being a (i^fEcient motive.; 
and they bad, accordingly, rendered tbem&Ives fer- 
midahle to aU their neighbours. Tliey generally 
treated their priibners very weU ; confidered them as 
their own children ^ and gave them their daughters ia 
ioarriage.. The Caciquci alone were permitted to 
have two wives $ but, then, the reH coyld divoree 
theirs when they pleafed, and take others injltead pf 
them. A young man found jt a hard taik to get a 
wife, till he had ^ven proo& of his bravery, or ikjli 
in hunting. As to their children, they gave them ^o 
kind of education. 

They generally built their villages in woods ; and 
the catun^ that compofed them, confifted of n^othing 
i)ut ftraw. Tbeif feftivals,. elpeciaUy when ftrangers 
were to be. entertained, lafted two or tlyee days. 
. They began by conjuring the bad fpirits npt to dif- 
tivb the joy of them j and aocoiinpanied their pr^yc^s 
with great fliouts,^ all the time ftrikiog ^he ground 
with their mancanas. The entertainment eonfided 
almoll eiltirely in drinking Chica, which ^on intoxi- 
cated them to fuch a degree, as to make it degenerate 
i(ito a riot, which few eicaped without wounds* ^d 
generally end^d in the death of ibme of the com- 
pany. The fi\ielU nptwitbftandi^ig, ^eYer failed to 
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thank the perfon who had invited them ; and every 
thing that happened in their liquor was immediately 
configned to oblivion. 

The Chiquites ufed to rife very early, and break- 
faft at day-break. They then amufed themfelvcs with 
playing on a kind of inftruments very like our flutes, 
till the fun had dried up the dew, with which they 
thought it was dangerous to be wetted ; when they 
repaired to the fields to work. If their fields hap- 
pened to be overflown, they employed themfelves fa 
fome other way till noon. The reft of the day they 
(pent in play or in vifits. The employment of the 
women conlifted entirely in bringing home wood and 
water; boiling their rice and their maize; fpinning 
cotton for fhirts and fliifts, and likewife for hammocks, 
which the married people alone were permitted toufe; 
the reft being allowed nothing but a mat fpread upon 
a very uneven heap of bits of wood. They gene- 
rally flipped at fun (et, and front fupper the married 
men and women went to bed ; but the young people 
(pent great part of the night in dancing to the found 
of their inftruments, the young men at one fide, and 
the young women at the other. When harveft was 
over, they divided into companies and went a hunt- 
ing i but were all back again by the month of Auguft, 
being feed-time. They inclofed their game in order 
to preferve it. 

ScARCB any traces of religion were to be found 
amongft the Chiquites, except that they were great- 
ly afraid of devils, who, they faid,*- appeared to 
them under hideous forms. They believed the im- 
mortality of the foul ; and interred with their dead 
provifions for their fouls, and likewife arms, with 
which they might provide for themfelves, when thefe 
provifions Ihould be fpent. They called the Moon 
their mother ; and, when (he happened to be eclipfed, 
imagined that (he was bit by hogs, and covered with 
blood, becaufe (he appears reddifli on thofe occafions. 
To reicuc her therefore from the jaws oif thefe animals, 

they 
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ttiey did nothing butflioot their arrows into the air^ 
till (he recovered her priniitive brightnefe. Thunder: 
and lightning they thought were formed by departed 
fouls quarrelling with the (lars, amongft whom theyr 
had taken up their abode. They looked upon con-* 
jurers as enemies to mankind ; and> therefore, tore 
to pieces all thofe they fufpedted of being (b. 

They were extremely fuperftitious> and continue 
ally watching for omens in the crying of beails, and 
the icreams of parrots. They even pretended to dis- 
cern in thdr arms the %ns of future events. On the 
leaft rumour of any not immediate danger, they fud^ 
denly changed countenance, and fled into the woods; 
the hufband one way, and the wife another^ without 
taking the leafl concern al^out fuch of their children^ 
as could not follow them. They did not (o much 
as fldy to carry off with them any thing to live 
upon, ib that every panick was attended with the death 
of numbers, . who miierably periftied through want of 
fubfiftence. 

It was owing to theie extremities, that, though 
they had ccmceivcd . a mofl implacable hatred againffc 
the Spaniards, from a perfuafion that as many as fell 
into their hands were very cruelly treated by diem, 
they made no difficulty ot fellipg to them their neareft 
relations^ the hufband his wife, the father his children^ 
the brother his iiiler ; and that for a knife or ibme 
fuch trifle. But what is not lefs furpriiing, thofe men, 
whom fuperftition rendered fo fearful, and whom 
the leaft appearance of diflant civil (b much difconcert-' 
ed, were intrepid, when they had not time to refleft 
on the danger they were jcxpofed to j never confider- 
ing any inequality in point of numbers as a fiiffictenc 
reafon for not attacking an enemy. 

The Chiquite tongue is very difficult to learn* 
Befides, every diftridt, and fometimes every village, 
has its own particular idiom, fo that it cofi the miiii- 
onaries who firlt laboured to form this church, al- 
mofl infinite pains to learn fo many different jargons; 

Ha Thia 
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Thbs diverfity of tongueisK, and die difierecit nsteieil dt 
thefe Indians, thofe ^ every vilia|^ hairing their ourn^ 
Mrere not, however, die only diuigs, to dtftioguUh 
&em from one another. There was befidet a pretty 
confiderable difference between them ia i<egard to 
tbeir cuftoms, mannecs, and religioos rites and be^ 
lief. Some were fierce and intradidble ^ fbme gentle 
and docile; ibme fo luperftitbiis that they had 
priefts con&crated to ^ fervioe of the dev3s^ whom 
fhey imaged they either iaur or heard. 

Thb firft conquerors of Pera bad ibme knowledge 

of the Chiqaites, but could never ^bd^ llieiii. 

Father Jofcph de Acofta has fpoken of diem in his 

eaxellent Latin work on the belt methods of coovert- 

ing the Indians ; as likewife the famous Jurifeondilt, 

Don John de Solorzano in tbe nintii chapter of his 

Indian Policy ^ and Don Alphonfe de Ln Tena, bilbop 

of Qiiito, in the preface to the fecond book of h\0 

Itinerary. It appears, that Nuflo de Giavez, wiiom 

we have often had occaiion to mention in the begins 

jng of this hiflory, kept up a good underftanding with 

them for ibme time after he had built the ancient 

town of Santa Cruz de La Sierra ; but I can hardly 

credit what fome people fay, that he had found 

moans to engage them to pay a tribute to the crown 

of Cailile. One thing is c^tain, which is, that, 

fince the tranilation of Santa Cru2 to the ipot where 

It now ftands, which was the work of Don Francis de 

Toledo viceroy of Peru, thefe Indians have been con* 

ftandy committing hofltlities againft the Spaniards, 

till the year 1 690, when Don Auguiltn Arci de La 

Concha concluded a peace with them, and rendered 

it everlaftinff by procuring their converfion to the 

Catholick Sfth. The opportunity of making thia^ 

peace was fo much the more favourable, as the Ma- 

meius had already begun to make inroads into their 

country, and thus put them between two fires ; a cir-» 

cumftance, which Don Auguftin had wiOom enough 

to di&ern^ and make the proper ufe of. 

This 
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This was nof| indeed, the firft time that Jefus 
Chrift had been preached to the Chiquttesj but they 
had been abandoned I don't know upon what account ;, 
lb that, at the time I ipeak of, there did not remain 
the leadd traces of Chr^ianity among them. Several 
of them had been gained over to Jefus Chrift a little 
before the tranflaticn of Santa Cruz ^ but as this 
tranflation did not pleafe ibme of the inhabitants^ 
part of them remained amoig the Chiquites, and 
ibrmed a litde town at the foot of a mountain which 
they called St. Francis; others retired among the 
Moxes ; ibme, in fine, having embarked cm the Ma^ 
mord, fell down that river to the M araoon or river 
of Amazons, and from thence pafled over into Spain. 
But die worft confequence oi this tranflation was, 
that the Panoquis^ one of the Cbiquite nations, of 
whom feveral were Chnftians^ and h^d been given 
in coix^mand to the inhabitants of Old Santa Cruz^ 
taking advantage of it to ihake oS the Spaniih yoke^ 
Joft their faith by recovering their liberty, and be« 
came furtous enemies to the Spaniards. 

New Santa Cru2 lies in fourteen degrees and twenty 
minutes, fouth latitude, at the foot of a chain ci 
mountains, which bounds the country of the Chi- 
quites to the north, and from thence runs in a north 
eaft direction to the lake of theXarayes. This town 
was at firft called San Juor^nzo^ and it (liU retains that 
name in fome publick inftruments. I have not been 
able to diicover, what induced Don Francis de Toledo 
to remove it. Some have imagined, that it was to put 
it more out of the reach of the Chiquites ; but, as this 
change of fimation put no end to the hoftilities be- 
tween the Spaniards and thefe Indians, I cannot give 
in to this conjefture. The New Santa Cruz is the capi- 
talof a province, which, for civit matters, depends 
on the royal audience of Las Charcas ; and, as ^ 
bifhoprick^ is fuSragan to the archbiflioprick of La^ 
Plata, 
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To return to the projeft formed by Don Auguftia 
Arce. Having gained over the Chiquites by his cour- 
teous way of treating theni, he thought he could dif* 
cern in them a pretty good difpofition to embrace 
Chriftianity. Therefore^ to make it the more agree- 
able to them^ he gave them reafon to hope, that they 
would never have any other miflionaries but the 
Jefuits i and, confequently, need not ever be under 
any apprchenfions of lofing their liberty. Such were 
the fteps of providence, for the foundation of the 
fecond Cbriftian republick fc^'med by thefe religious 
on the model of the firft, to which it may be 
truly aflSrmed, that at prefent it yields in nothing 
}>ut the number of its redud^ions; and fuch was the 
manner in which father de Arce found himfelf led, 
by ways unknown to him, into thi? province, for the 
^ccompliihmept of God's views upon him« 

fiu T the minute he came to difcem theie views, he 
faw plainly, that nothing lefe than the all-powerful 
arm of Him, who hadchoien him for ib glorious an 
enterprize, could procure it fuccefs. The marquis 
de La Concha had left Santa Cruz before he arrived 
there ; and the governor, who fucceeded that noble- 
man, fcemed^ to have very little of his zeal for the 
converfion of 'the Chiquites. Befides, feveral of the 
inhabitants did not relifli the undertaking, and left 
fio ftone unturned to diffuade the miflionary from it. 
They be^an by ma^ifying the difficulties of it ; and 
then, feeing that what they faid made no impreffioa 
upon hirp, they attempted to periuade him, that, 
ts^t bed, all his labours would be thrown away ; 
and tliat, though he and his fellow labourers might 
.efcape the rage of thefe Indians, whofe barbarity tbey 
greatly exaggerated, they could not that of the 
climafcj fo that it wap but facrifiping, to no manner 
of purpofe, thofe lives, which might elfewhere be 
rendered fo ufefiU to church and ftate, 
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Father de Arce had too much experience not 
to difcover the true motives of all their reprefen tat ions. 
Me knew, befides, that a flave company bad been 
formed at Santa Cruz, and that it conftantly kept ^ 
company ^f adventurers on foot, to carry off all the 
Indians they could furprife ; whom they fent to be fold 
in Peru and all the neighbouring provinces, where 
their prodigious numbers had fy much reduced the 
price of them, that a woman and her child might be 
had for a (beep and her Iamb. He likewife knew^ 
that when they could not find flaves enough in one 
part of the country, to keep up their deteftable com- 
merce, they picked a quarrel with the inhabitants of 
fome other, who dreamed leaft of offending them 1 
and, under the pretence of an imaginary injury, fell 
upon them unawares ; put to the fword all thofe who 
made any refiflance ; and obliged the reft to redeeni 
their lives at the expence of their liberty. 

It was with great grief and indignation all honefl 
Spaniards thus faw their nation difgraced, and the 
Chriftian religion difhonoured, by the avarice of fome 
private men, and the impunity which increafed fb 
drying a difbrder; the magiflrates, it feems, being 
afraid to employ the feverity of the laws to put a flop 
to thefe enormities, for fear of occafioning revolts, 
^hich might be attended with flill worfe confequences. 
It even happened, that, when fome time after this 
the miffionaries of the Moxes and the Chiquites had 
complained of thefe violences to the Royal Audienc? 
of Las Charcas, a rich and powerflil man took upoii 
bimfeif the defence of the guilty before that tribunal ; 
and fpokein fuchahigh (Irain, that' it did not think 
proper to expofe its authority, by paffing the fentence 
It intended to do, but referred the affair to the prince 
of Santo Bueno, viceroy of Peru, who wifely judged 
that he ought not tolofe a fingle moment, in exerting 
all his authority to fupprefs fo great a fcandal. Ac- 
cordingly, he publifhed an ediit forbidding all per- 
il 4 fons 



id4 THfeHiSTORY 

fdns wbatfbevef, under pain of death, td buy or ftU 
aby Indians carried off by force ^ and all magtftrates, 
under pain of being depofed, tp tolerate fo bafe a 
traffick. 

But this remedy came fo late, that the fifft milfi- 
onaries of the Cniquites received no benefit from 
it. This, however, could not abate father de Area's 
ciourage, which increafed in proportion to the obfta- 
cles it met with. He firft began by making ufe of 
remonftfaftces, prayers, and fupplications, to move 
the hearts of thofe, from whom he had mod reafon to 
c^pe£t any oppofltion 5 and he, at length, thought he 
had fucceeded % but he did not, it feems, know who 
he had to deal with. They did not think proper to 
renounce all pretenfions to the name of Chriftians, by 
barefacedly contradi<^\ing a minifler of the Lord of io 
great reputation ; they even feigned to approve his 
views, and gave him nne promifes without any inteil- 
tion to keep them ; or elfe in hopes, that in fo un- 
ivholefome a climate;, he would ibon fuik under the 
^xceffive fatigues to which they knew he was ready to 
expofe himfelf ; or at leaft grow weary of labours, 
lerhich they flattered themfelves with being able to 
render both fruitlefs and dilagreeable. But the event 
Ihewed, that they were as much miftaken in him, as 
he in them. 

The Apoftolic man, having nothing now to de- 
tain him at Santa Cruz, but the difficulty of ob- 
taining guides, had, atlaft, the good fortune to meet 
with two, who conduded him to the firft habitations 
t)f the Chit^uitcs called Pinocas^ where he arrived, after 
IX very fatiguing journey of three weeks, the latter 
end of the year 1 69a. He could fcarce crawl when 
he entered the firft town, though he had the greateft 
Occafion to exert himfelf, for the plague raged there 
to fuch a degree, that he Ibon found himfelf lurround- 
ed With fick and dying perfons expofed to all the in- 
juries of the^weather, and in want of every neceflary 
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of life. He was greatly confoled, however, by the 
happineft of baptizing fcvcral of the latter, and by the 
fbrprizing affiidion of thofe he found alive, at his 
not arriving time enoi^h to confer the fame grace 
on thofe, whom the diforder had already carried off. 
Thefe fentiments were, in a great mcafure, owing ta 
the arguments, which the virtuous Marquis de La 
Concha, after granting them peace, had made ufe of 
to engage them to receive miffionaries. 

As foon as a few of them had recovered fuffi- 1693. 
cient ftrength to go abroad, they fet about a ^^>r^ 
church with fuch alacrity, that in ten days, the father, 
who dedicated it to the Apoftle of the Indians, could 
celebrate mafs in it. The fequel was anfwerable 
to fuch promifing beginnings ; the earneftnefs, with 
which they all defired intlruftion and baptifm, being 
fo great, that he had fearce a moment left to him- 
felf The church never emptied from morning till 
night ; and part of the night was fpent in repeating 
what had been (aid twenty times, the preceding day, 
to people who underftood but half of what they 
heard, and immediately forgot that half; but whoie 
fincere defire to learn made fo painful an exercife very 
agreeable. The fervant of God would have been 
very glad not to defer any longer the baptifm of the 
Catechumens, had not a long experience of the levity 
of the Indians made the Jefuits take a refolution not 
to adminiftcr that facrament to grown up perfons, till 
after a long and fevcre trial Father de Arcc, there- 
fore, contented himfelf with baptizing the fick, 
when in danger of dying ; and the children not yet 
come to the years of realbn. 

In the mean time, the Panoquis, whofe anceftors 
had been Chriftians, and who were fettled nearer to 
the ancient city of Santa Cruz, fent to befeech the 
fervant of God to come and vifit them ; or, if he 
could not grant them that favour, to permit them to 
wait upon him ; and, he having returned for anfwer, 

that 
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that they might all come, and that he would receive 
them all as his children, a coniiderable oumber of them 
immediately fet out ; and, on their arrival, defired to 
be admitted as Catechumens. This acceffion, by 
rendering the church too fmall, obliged him to re- 
peat his inftruftions (b often, that he at laft fell into a 
languor, which foon terminated in a burning fever, of 
which, however, he fell on a fudden, and, as it 
were, miraculoufly recovered. 

This made father de Arce, refolve to (pare himfelf 
kfs than ever -, but he had not time to put his defign 
in execution, when he received an order fronoi his Pro- 
vincial, to come immediately to him at Tanja. 
Though he was perluaded, that his Provincial did 
not know how the affairs of this miffion were circum- 
ftanced, when he fent him this order, he brought the 
Chiquites to confent to his leaving them, by the 
ftrongeft aflurances, that he would never abandon 
them ; and then, after advifmg them to remove near- 
er to the river St. Michael, where the air was 
wholefomer, and they would, befides, be more fecure 
againft the attacks of their enemies, he fet out amidft 
the tears and fob$ of his dear children. 

In the mean time, the Mamelus, when 
1694. lead expected, had made their appearance on 
^— ^'"^ the frontiers of the Chiquites, and firft di- 
reded their march towards the Panoquis, who were, 
however, apprized of their approach time enough to 
concert meafures to repulfe them. Accordingly, 
they laid an ambufcade for the Mamelus; and, by 
that means, after killing a great number of thefe ban- 
ditti, obliged the reft to retreat, as they themfelvcs 
fought all the time under cover. The year follow- 
ing, another body of thefe mifcreants fell fuddenly 
upon the Taiis^ another nation pf the Chiquites, and 
carried off a great many of them ; and then turned 
fhort upon the Panoquis, who, though they had no- 
tice of their approach, could not be made to believe 
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it. However, they kept up a good countenance 
qn the enemy's appearing before them; but then, 
^ey did not take notice, that, while a part of the 
Mamelus attacked them in front, another had march* 
td round them to carry off their women and children ; 
whom thefe banditti immediately fent off, fo much to 
the confufion of the men, that on hearing it, they 
difperfed. The Mamelus, however, did not purfue 
them, imagining, that rather than be feparated from 
thofe they held deareft, they would foon come and 
deliver themfelves up, as it accordingly happened. 
The Mamelus treated all the priibners they made oa 
this occafion very well; made them prefents; con* 
ferred marks of diitindion on the principal men 
ainong them ; and promifed them all an eftablifh- 
ment in Brazil, where they (hould want for nothing ; 
but this they did merely to engage them to a£t the 
part of Guides in a defign, they had formed to fur- 
prize the reduftion of St. Francis Xavier ; which, by 
rather de Arcc's advice, had been removed to th« 
other fide of the river St. Michael 

Father de Arcb, having received an account of 
thefe traniaAions in his way to Tanja, immediately 
fled back to the relief of his dear Panoquis, without 
confidering, that he expofed himfelf to the almoft 
inevitable danger of falling himfelf into the hands of 
the Mamelus. In his way, he traverfed fcveral can- 
tons of the Chiquites; and was every where received 
like the tutelary angel of the nation. Being joined 
by feveral Panoquis, who had made their' efcapc 
from the Mamelus, he led them into a plain, where 
he propofed to found a fecond reduction on the banks 
of the little river Jacopo. For, as this place is fur- 
rounded with wood^, he was in hopes the Chiquites 
might be lefe expofed in it to the courfes of the Ma- 
melus ; and, therefore, flattered himfelf with being 
able to coUeft there a greater nuniber than he could 
any where elfe,; and fo it accordingly happened 

This 



fd^ T HE HISTORY 

TUi new colony he put under the protedton of the 
aagel Raphael ; and^ after making ibme ftay in it^ 
duringVhich he baptized feveral infants, he left the 
inhabitant^ in the bed dii|)ofitions he could wifh for* 

He then continued his journey ^ and, having mado 
hinifelf perfectly acquainted with the diredion taken 
by theMamelus, went and put the Indians of St. Frands 
Xavier upon their guard againft them. From thenco 
he pofted for iuccours to Santa Cruz, where he ob« 
tained one hundred and thirty fbldiers, commanded 
by a very brave officer, who firft led them to St^ 
Francis Xavier; and from thence, after being joined 
by three hundred Chiquites, and evacuating that re* 
dudlion, whoie fituation was not judged fafe enough^ 
took poft on the banks of the river St. Miclioel 
Having then fent out fcouts to get intelligence of the 
enemy, he the day after received advice, that they 
had been to fall upon the reduAion which had been 
evacuated: The fame day he received a letter from 
the commander of the Mamelus, addrefled to the 
Paftor of this town, and conceived in the following 
terms, 

*^ Reverend Father, 

*' I AM arrived here with two companies of brave 
** Ibldiers of my nation ; we do not intend to give 
*^ you the leaft moleftation ; we are come to look for 
*^ fome of our people who have taken refuge in this 

country. Your reverence may return to your re- 

dudlion, and bring back your Neophytes with.you ; 

you need not fear the leaft danger there. I pray 

God to prelerve you. 

Anthony Firraez." 

The Father had no fooner read this letter, than 
the little army fet out in queft of the enemy ; but it 
was too late. The Mamelus had retreated, as from the 
tracks of the horfes they concluded fome Spaniards had 
i^en the field. However, in hopes of carrying oflf 
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idle black cattle of the redudiooi of St. Francii 
Xavier, which iome Indians had told them they liad 
met with, they refolved to draw near it again. Upoa 
this, the Spanifii commander, being informed of their 
intentions, purfued them (o clofely^ that he arrived ia 
l^t of their camp at three o'clock in the after-nooa 
of thejiinth of Auguft. As he had made a farced 
march, he thought pix^r to give his men time ft> 
ze& the remainder c^ the day; efpeciaily as he 
was defxroi}S they (hould prepare to communio 
cate the day following^ being the feaft of St Lav« 
xeace patron of Santa Cruz. Accordingly, father de 
Arce and the two miffionaries, who ha^ replaced turn 
€t St. Francis Xavier, and who attended their Neo- 
phytes in this eiq>edition, confdied the whole army ; 
and, next morning very early, after faying mais, ad- 
min^fteced the communion to them* This done^ the 
urmy fet out at day-break. 

It had been fim refblved to funimon the Mamelus 
to lay down their aims; and, in cafe of refii&i, fiiH 
tipon them on the firing of two mufkets. But s 
Spaniard, too impatient to wait the fignal, bebg 
killed by an Indian of the enemy, bis death was le* 
Tenged by that of two Mamelus ; and diis brought os 
la general engagement, in which both parties fou^ 
<with the^reateft fury. Anthony Firraez, and Mann- 
"elFrias, who cc»nmanded the two companies, weie 
emong the firft who fell ; and their (bldiers were (o 
^ifmayed at it, that they threw themfehres predpi^ 
'f atdy into the river in oider to elcape by fwimming^ 
to the oppoiite bank. Btit the Spaniards and Cbt* 
t^uites, by making a brifk fire upon them in the paf 
fage, killed every man except fix, three of whom 
being wounded, were made priibners. The Spaniards 
laR: but fix men on this occafion. It is not laid how 
•many the Mamelus loft. . . ^ 

It was then propofed tomar<:h to die deliverance 
of die Panoquis, who had been made priibners, to the 

amount 
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amount of fifteen hundred fouls. But this prqjefl: 
was fruftrated by a mifunderftanding among the of&« 
cers ; and the Spaniards returned to Santa Cruz wiih 
fome prifoners, whom the governor Don Lewis An- 
thony Calvo fent to the royal audience of La Plata^ 
whilft the three Mamelus, who had faved themfelves 
by fwimming, not knowing that the Spaniards had 
withdrawn themfelves, ran in all hafte to give notice 
of their defeat to thofe left to guard the Panoquis^ 
that they muft foon expedt to have the enemy on their 
hands; which ftruck fuch a panic into them, that 
the whole detachment took to their heels, and left 
mbftof their prifoners behind them. 

" These runaways, having reached the Pai^ 

1694. raguay by forced marches, embarked on that 

1695. river; and, as they were rowing as hard as 
r^^-v-^ they, could to gain fome other, which might 
bring them nearer to Brazil, they fell in with another 
party of Mamelus, who had left their country on the 
feme errand ; and had no difficulty in engaging it to 
join them^ in order to take vengeance of their defeat. 
Accordingly, having foon after met with fome Chi* 
quites, they attacked them ; but fo many of them were 
killed by thefe brave Indians, that the reft thought 
proper to difperfe. Upon this the Guarayos^ who had 
ioUowed the Mamelus, feeing how little they had to 
cxpedt from fuch an alliance, furrendered to the Chi- 
quites ; and, after their example, embraced our holy 
Religion. It is even probable, that the conquerors 
brought back fuch of thePanoquis, as had been obli- 
^ged to ioViosff the Mamelus in their flight. 

In the mean time, as the fear of thefe ban- 
1695. ditti had made the miffionaries removp the 
1699. rcdudtion* of St Francis Xavier, nearer to 
^-'v-^ Santa Cruz, the fear of the Spaniards oblig- 
ed them to remove it again, eighteen leagues further 
to the north ; as not only the licentious lives of the 
Spaniards in general proved a great fcandal to the 

Neo- 
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"Neophytes, but many of the inhabitants of that place 
were not alhamed to carry off the Neophytes whom 
they found at work in their fields, and even abufe 
their pallors, on their attempting to oppofe fo (hock- 
ing a violence. Accordingly, the number of the in- 
habitants of this redudtion diminiflied from day to 
day. Several of them took refuge in the mountains^ 
where they miferably periflied. 

Towards the clofe of the year 1696, the fathers 
Hervas and de Zea put the lad hand to the redudtioa 
of Saint Raphael. But the plague having made 
great havock in it for two years fucceffively, they 
thought proper to remove it more to the eatt, and 
placed it on the banks of the little river Guapis^ 
which it was then imagined fell into the Paraguay, 
but has been fince found neither to fall into it, nor 
to be navigable. A third was foon after founded under 
the name of St. Jofeph, at the expence of the mar- 
quis del Vallc Toxo. 

The reduction of St. Jofeph was compofed of the 
Chiquites of three different diftrifts, diftinguiftied by 
the names of BoxoSy Teotas^ and PenotaSy which were 
afterwards increafed by fome families of the Panoquis 
and Ximaros. Father de Zea, and father Fernandez, 
author of the hiftory of this new Chriftian Republick, 
ibon founded a fourth under the name of faint John 
Baptift ; but, the firft having been named fuperior of 
the Guarani reductions, father Fernandez could not, 
for the firft three years, undertake any of thofe fpiri- 
tual cxcurfions, by means of which all thefe reducti- 
ons had been peopled. To increafe his misfortune, 
the plague foon carried off the beft part of thofe whom 
he had already coUefted, fo as to oblige him to re- 
move his town twenty five league? more to the eaft of 
St^ Jofeph. Other Jcfuits werelabouring at the fame 
tiAic tt)- form another reduction, and with fuch fuc- 
ccfs, that there was the greateft reafbn to hope, that 
in?a few years all the country firom the north of Tu- 
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xiutian Co Paraguay, would be peopled with excelleirt 
ChriftUa$; for not only they had already entirely 
rrenouQced the ufe of all intoxicating liquors; but> 
though 'compoied of feveral nations formerly at enmi- 
ty with each other, lived together in the greateil 
^unioQ and harmony. Nay, not con tent with exercifmg 
among themfelves all the adta of the rooft heroic 
charity, though but jnft r^^erated in Jefus Chrift, 
they carried the apofioiical fpirit to fuch a bc^ht, 
that they &ced death to gain him adorers; and 
took no pains tQ defend themfelves, wh^ thoTo, 
whom they fought to make partakers of their hap- 
pinefs, ann^ered their kind invitation by Ihowers of 
arrows ; thofe who furvived envying the &te of then: 
brethren, who had Ched their blood in (b gtorions a 
caufe. 

One of the greateft advantages expe£ked from the 
^abUlhment of the Chiquite reductions, was a (horter 
and eafier communication between Tucuman and 
Paraguay; it having been hitherto found impo0ible 
to pais from one of thefe provinces to the other, 
otherwiie than by defending the river as far as San&a- 
f^ and then traverfmg vail: plains, wUch feparaie 
that town .and Buenos Ayres from Corduba. Ob^ 
wouj^ be apt to imagine, oniookingonthemap, that 
this c6mmimiQatton might have been eafily effected by 
means of the Fiko Mayo. But it is to be confidered> 
that the way to this river lies through a large country, 
inhabited by barbarous nations, fworn enemies of the 
Spaniitfda, though as yet but little known by thecQ. 
Sdfides, the Pilco Mayo has not always water enough 
for the lighteft veflfels. 

As to the countries to the north of the Chiquites, 
not only they were then lotted upon as impaiTabk ; 
but nothing coidd be got by attempting a pa(&ge {hat 
way, as well on aiccount of the many and long wind- 
ings it would be requifite to make to avoid §ie bar- 
barous nations that ituhabit it 9 as becaufe^ from the 
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latitude of twenty-one degrees up to the kke of the 
XarayeSy almofl all the banks of the river on that 
fide are low marlhy ground^ for a confiderable way 
into Chaco. Moreover, the navigation of the river 
at this height is very dangerous^ as it is every where 
infefted with Payaguas, who fall upon travellers 
when they think leaft of them. Befidcs, it woul4 
be only pointing out a road to the Mamelus, whereby 
they might pour in upon the Chiquites, with irre- 
fiftible forces. 

The paftors, therefore, of this new Chriftian 
republic, after taking an exadt furvey of all 1700. 
the country, the better to know where to *— v*^ 
form redudtions in it, in proportion as the Chriftians 
(hould multiply, made an attempt to penetrate as far 
as Paraguay, but every where met with armed In- 
dians, who obliged them to return back. Some 
time after, one of thefe very Indians, who hap- 
pened to be a Catechumen in one of the Chiquite 
redudions, paid his countrymen a vifit, in order to 
engage them to follow his example ^ and, on his 
making a favourable report of his expedition. 
Father Michael de Yegros, and Father Francis 
Hervas, fet out with him and fourteen Neophytes^ 
^nd were pretty well received in three towns. This 
engaged them to pu(h on, till, believing themfelves 
arrived at laft on the banks of the Paraguay, they 
ere<aed a crofs there, which could be feen at a great 
diftance; but they miflook, it feems, for that river. a 
lake lyfng at a confiderable diflance from it ; (b that 
all the benefit they reaped from their journey wag, 
thatlbme Indians, who had refolved to fall upon 
them at their return, being apprized by others of 
the uprightnefe of their intentions, went to meet 
thein ; expreifed the greatefl reiped and affedtion for 
them; and accompanied them to Saint Raphael, 
where they all remained* 

Vol. n. I Father 
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Father Hervas, however, thoroughly 
1703-. ' perfuaded that he had penetrated as far as^ 
^-"^^ the Paraguay, waited on Father Nunez, his 
provincial ; and received orders from him to join Fa- 
ther Zea; and with him and fome other of the Parana 
iniflionaries and a lay brother, purfue the weftern 
coaft of the Paraguay, till they difcovered the crofe, 
which Father dc Zea had eredted. Accordingly, 
they all embarked at the Aflumption the 27th of 
June, 1 703 ; and were expofed to d great many 
dangers from the Payaguas, who killed under their 
eyes one of the Indians who accompanied them, 
whilft making them a prefent, in the name of the 
fathers, in order to obtain a free paflage. * 

At length, on the twenty-firft of Auguft, they 
were grea :Iy furprifcd at feeing, on the right-hand 
Ihore, a very tall crofs, near a kind of palliladoed 
fort ; and ftill more to hear, that it had been planted 
by the Payaguas, who, having heard fome Chriftians 
fpeak of the great virtue of this ftandard of Chris- 
tianity, hoped by means of it to be delivered from the 
tygers, with which their country was greatly infefted. 
The laft day of Odtober they entered the lake of the 
Xarayes; and after three weeks fpent in ranging the 
weftern banks of it, without finding what they came 
to look for, turned back to the Aflumption, where 
they arrived the 6th of January, 1 704. 

Notwithstanding the ill fuccefs of this 
1704. fecond enterprize, the provincial ordered one 
^"*"'>^"^ of the Chiquite miflionaries to get himfelf 
conduced by good guides to the place where the 
crofe in qiieftion had been planted, and from thence 
fall down the Paraguay, on whofe banks he ftill 
imagined it ftood, to the Aflumption. But after 
three days march he received certain intelligence, that 
the body of water, which had been taken for the 
Paraguay, was only a great lake terminated by a 
forcft of palm-trees. However, he marched eighty 
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leagues more in queft of fbme river falling into the 
Paraguay, without being able to find any ; and, 
after this, on report of fome Indians, he undertook 
an eight days march through a country Co thick 
wooded, and fo liable to be overflowed, that he was 
at laft obliged to give up the enter prize, after 
wading many leagues, up to his waift in mud, in 
queft of the river itfelf. He was confoled, how- 
ever, for this difappointment by meeting with fc- 
venty Guarayos of every age and both fexes, whom 
his guides engaged to follow him to the reduction 
of Saint John Baptift, . where they all became Chrit 
tians. 

While Spain and religion were thus acquir- 
ing new dominions in this northern extremity 
of Paraguay, Philip of France, Duke of 
Arijou, afcended the throne of t^e catholic 
Kings, under the name of Philip V. But this Prince^ 
having foon reafon to fear that the mines of Po- 
tofi might draw the maritime powers allied with the 
Houfe of Auftria, into this part of America, 
thought proper to lofe no time in caufing the port of 
Buenos Ayres to be fortified. Accordingly, the very 
firft year of his acceffion to the Spanifh throne, he 
lent pofitive orders to the governor of Rio de la 
Plata, to exert himfelf to put that place in the beft 
pofture of defence ; and, by the fame (hip, wrote 
to the provincial of the Jefuits to pray and enjoin 
him to fend, every tour months, three hundred 
reduction Indians, at leaft, to the fame Governor, to 
be employed in every thing he might judge to be for 
his fervice ; adding, that, by executing' this order 
with all the difpatch it required, he would renew 
the proofs of zeal and . loyalty, which his Company 
had given, on fo many other occafions, to the King% 
his predeceiTors. 

By a fecond letter, of the 5th of. March, HiS 
Majefty informed him^ of his having difcovered^ that 
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his enemies, in order to get thefc provinces mto their 
power, were (hortly to fend thither fome Spanilh 
friars, to aflure the inhabitants, that the Houfe of 
Auftria was firmly refolved to maintain them in the 
Catholick religion, if they would declare in her 
favour ; that there were already two Trinitarians in 
London, one a Spaniard, and the other a Oerman^ 
in order to take (hipping there for Buenos Ayres ; and, 
if poffible, flip into the country difguifed as they 
were -, dien refume the habit of their Order ; fecredy 
diftributemanifeftoes; fupport them in public and in 
private by their difcourfe; and attempt the loyalty^ 
not only of the natural born fubjedts of his crown, 
but even of the Indians, to whom they would not 
fiail to give themfelves out as apoftolical miilionaries^ 
though they had no right to that title ; in fine, 
that they were to be followed by tWo laymen, one 
of whom was fecretary to the Count de Harracb^ 
heretofore the Emperor's ambaffador at the court of 
Spain. 

He then ordered him, in cafe he ftiould hear 
of any foreign or Spanifli friars, or any other 
iufpicious peribns, of whatfbever flate and condition, 
having entered thefe provinces *, to fliip' them 
immediately for Spain ; to require, in his name, 
the fuperiors of all the other orders to do the fame;. 
:suid implore to this end, and for the execution c£ 
what the laws preicribe in fych cafes, the alliitance 
of thofe invefted with the royal authority. His 
Majefty, likewife, ordered him to make firidt iearch 
after thoie, who might have crept into thefe king- 
doms without pafTptH-ts figned by himfelf ; and fend 
all fuch as might arrive withotit them at Buenos 
Ayres, with all their papers, under a flrong guards 
to the royal chamber of Seville; to cauie the fu- 
periors of the regular clergy to give him an account 

of 

• It appeara thsu by tbfi frmnca Philip V. ineani tlie re- 
ductions. 
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di iuch of their friars, as might arrive in thefe pro- 
vinces; to examine narrowly all the laymen coming 
or going without the neceffary permiffions ; to pro- 
ceed againft them, according to the laws, without 
making any difference between Spaniards and ftran- 
gersj to fee that they were puniftied according to 
the nature of their guilt, or fent to Spain with all 
the pieces relating to the profecution carried on againft 
them. 

. The King of Spain, it is probable, at the time he 
gave thefe orders, did not imagine he had any thing 
to fear on the fide of Portugal, whofe fovereign had 
acknowledged him as lawful fucceffor to Charles IL 
The works, however, undertaken at Buenos Ayres 
were as requifite to guard againft the attempts of 
that court, as againft thofe of the maritime powers^ 
who had declared for the Archduke. France herfelf, 
in confequence of her preparations to attack Car- 
thagena, was thought to have meditated a deicent 
fit Buenos Ayres ; for which reafon, Don Auguftiil 
Roblez, then governor of Rio de la Plata for the 
fecond time, fent for two thouland Indians of the 
redudtions fituated within his government, who 
immediately obeyed his orders, and remained en- 
camped for fix months, with their miflionaries, in the 
neighbourhood of that capital. When the governor 
was about to difmifs them, thinking it his duty 
to make them fome return for their fervices, elpe- 
cially as they hadj according to cuftom, brought all 
their provifions along with them, ind had not coft 
the Xing a farthing, he calculated what might be du6 
to them at the rate of a real a day, being the uflial 
pay of the Indians when called into the field ; and 
finding, that for the time they had been abfent 
from, and it would take them to return, home, 
it amounted to ninety thouiand pieces of eight, 
he offered to pay them that fum ; but they refufed 
to accept any- confideration ; . telling him, that this 

I 3 money 
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money would be much better employed jn filling 
the royal magazines^ which, at thi$ time|| greatly 
wanted a frefh fupply. 

But, whilft Don Auguftin took (b many 
1 703. prepautions againft adiftant enemy^ and who, 
1705. bcfide^, had, it ha$ fince appea^-ecl, no 
^— ^-^^ thought? of attacking Paragus^y^j he had qne 
in \ns neighbourhood, againii whom he was npt 
fufficiently upon his guard. The Portugue.fe of 
Brazil had no fooner heard of the death of the King 
of Spain, and that his grand nephey^ had fucce^ded 
him, than they concluded, from^ his titje being di^ 
puted by fevpral of the greateft poN^^ers in Europe^ 
that he would not choofe to embroil himfelf with the 
King of Portugal who had acknowledged him, by 
oppofing the rc-cftabliftimen^ of the colony of the 
Holy Sacrament. They thought proper, however, 
jiot to proceed ppenly to hoftilities, till they took 
every ftep in their power to prevent the governor of 
Rio de la Plata's drawing any timely aflift^nce from 
the reduitions. 

. For this purpofe, they concluded an alliance with 
fome idolatrous Indians, who had fetded between 
|he reductions and the Ipott upon which the colony 
of the Holy Sacrament had been eftabHlhed; fup- 
.plied them abundantly with fire arrns, g^nd every 
pther thing they wanted. But thefe barbarians, 
enemies as they were to the Chriftians, and certain of 
being fupported by the Portuguefe, were for fonie 
time without dai^ng to attack the Neophytes, whom 
they knew the Mamelus had no longer courage 
enough to face. At laft, however, f(jicite<i by their 
jiew allies, they made an eruption into the town of 
the Kings ; furprized and pillaged '\x ; prgfaped the 
church and all the facred vefTels and pi"naments; 
carried off all the black cattle ^d Iprfes. Th^ 
inhabitanis themfelvcs had much ado tQ fave their 
lives and liberties by a precipitate flight. : 

» 

After 
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Aptj&r taking refuge in the neareft redudlions^ 
they complained of this hoftility to the governor of 
the province, and required his afliftance. Then* 
though he fent them but a very inconfiderable fqrce> 
they formed a body of .two thoufand men, and went 
in queft of the enemy, whom they, loon found but. 
The battle was . long and bloody ; and, though the 
Chriftians fufFered not a little in the beginning, the 
Infidels were at laft obliged to givje way, and favc 
^themfelves by flight. Howisver, they recovered 
themfelves well enough to fend to the Portuguefe for 
afliftance; and, on receiving it, marched back to 
the Chriftians^ who waited their qoij^iing, and attack- 
ed them with great bravery and order*' bji^t were re-. 
-ceivedin like manner; fothat it was n^t tijll after five 
days conftant fighting, that victory declare^ for the 
Neophytes ; but it was fb cbraplqat, that aU th^ Pbr- 
tuguefe, and their Indians^ were.^led oj: t9.kei|piL- 
foners. ^, . . 

The Portuguefe, in the mean time, haci 
Tepeopled the colony of the Blefled* Sacra-, ^705. 
rnent, without the Spaniards knowing any ^--v-^ 
thing of the matter; and, having fortifte^d .it in fuch 
a manner, as to apprehend litde qr nothing ^om the 
Spaniards, began' to keep no Jpngq: any meafures 
with them. But Don Alphonlb Johij de Yaldeln* 
clen, whohadjuftfucceedcd Doi^ Augiiftin de Rob- 
lez, in the government of Rio dc. la rlata, fpon re-, 
ceived orders from the viceroy of Peru, to coUeft aljl 
his troops, and thofe the governor ' of Tucuo)^ 
Ihould fend him; and, coft.w-hat it woiild,. drive 
the Portuguefe out of their new. fctdem?n,t • nor d!4 
Be lofe any time in putting himfelf in a copditipn to, 
conoply with thefe orders. 

His firft ftep was to write^ by exprefs, to the fupe- 
xiors of the Parana and Urugijay redudions, .tb let 
him have, with all poflibledifpatch, four thoul^ad of 
their Neophytes; and forward, by another exprefs, a 

I 4 ' letter 
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letter frbin, the King to the provincial, then $t "Tth . 
cuman, in which his Majcfty required him to contri- 
bute as much as poffible to the Ipeedy execution of 
riie orders he had fent to the governor of Rio de la 
Plata. Father Nunez, who, at that time, filled that 
ftation, no fooner received his Majefty*s letter, than 
hefetoutfor the rcdudtions, where he found every 
thing reqipfite for the ^eedy march of the Nebphytes 
m foch forwardnefs, that they were all ready tb fet out 
by the eighth of September, in three columns, under 
the pommand of four camp-mailers, all Caciques, 
with four miflionaries, and four lay brother iurgeona. 
Two of thefe columns embarked on the Uruguay \ 
the third, which had but one hundred and fifty 
leagues to make, took itfi route by land. 

Tut cdumn, which fet out by land, was the fi^ft 
that reached the Spanifli camp, where they arrived 
the <t 4th of Odlobtr. if his Camp lay within figh^ 
of the place that was to be attacked, %nd was com- 
pofed of regular troops i\hd xiew raifed roilitia. My; 
memoirs fay nothing of their number. The two 
other columns arrived the 4th of Novembert with 
fix thouiand pack-horfes and mules, after iuSering 
greatly during their voyage, as at this time of the 
year nq forage or refirelhraents were to be found on; 
the way ; they might have perilhed, even after their 
arrival, had not the Neophytes fallied out in queft q( 
the \Hld oxen, of which they fopn killed Co great a 
number, that they had enough to fli^re with tho 
SpaniartJ^. 

TiiB ferjeant ttiajor» Don Balthajjar Garcia Ros» 
who was entrufted with the care of this (lege, de-r 
glares in a printed memorial, addreifed to tt^e King. 
\o the royal council of the Indies, to the viceroy of 
Peru, to the tribunals of Spanifh America, an4 
to the ofj^cers of the army, that tfie Indians of 
the Parana and Uruguay reductions had taken upon 
thena all the works, eyen that of removing, by force 



/ 



O F P A R A G U A Y. lat 

©f arms, the cannon for the batteries-, that they 
headed every attack; and (iiftained, with thegreateft 
intrepidity, ^1 the fire of the befieged. Accord- 
ingly* the Portuguefe were fo alarmed at it, that^ 
on feeing them march up to the aflault, they threw 
thcmfelvcs into foitf (hips, juft arrived with fuccours, 
which were cither infufficicnt to make fuch brave 
fellows raife the liege, or had not time to land. This 
advantage cod the Spaniards very few men ; the 
Neophytes loft fifty, befides two hundred wounded. 
The 17th of March they had leave to fet out fot 
the redudli^ns, after refufing the (iim of one hun- 
dred and eighty thouland pieces of eight, which the 
governor offered them •, and which was no more, thaa 
what their pay amounted to at a real and a half a man, 
for every day of their abfence from home. This is 
all I have been able to find, concerning this expedi- 
tion, in the Spanilh memoirs. But the late Monfieut 
L'abb^ dtt Bos^ perpetual fecretary to the Frencli 
academy^ and fo welt known by his works, has fa- 
voured me with (bme circumftances of it, which he 
affured me he had from an eye-witne(s, the captain of 
a French (hip, then lying in the port of Buenos 
Ayres ; and fuch as my readers, perhaps, will be glad 
to be made acquainted with. He did not, it is true^ 
give me any dates -, but what he laid can (carce be 
referred to any but the (econd (iege of the colony of 
the BleflTed Sacrament This French captain entered 
the port of Buenos Ayres, at the time the Spa- 
niards were making preparations for the fiege of the 
cdony ; ' and, hearing the governor fay, that what 
perplexed him moft was the want of an engineer to 
conduct the works, he offered him his lervice in 
that capacity, which was readily accepted. Having 
then called for a plan of the place, and a lift of the 
troops that were to form the fiege of it, he was very 
much (urprifed to find, that the goverfior feemed 
greatly to depend on the Indians from the million's 

of 
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of the Jefuits, who were now daily expeftcd. 
*' What can you do, Sir, faid he, with thcfe people?" 
** Suipend your judgment of them, anfwered the 
** governor, till you have fecn them. In the 
•* mean time, I promife you, that the place will 
** not hold out long againft them/^ 

Some days after, the governor, being informed that 
the firft column of thefe Indians began to make their 
appearance, took horfe to meet them, and invited 
his engineer to accompany him. They foon came 
in fight of the Neophytes, who were pafling a de- 
file two by two ; and formed on the plain, as fail as 
enough had. cleared it to make a battalion. They 
were all completely armed, and followed, befides, by 
Ibme {neces of grtillery. The order, filence, and 
cafy manner, in which they performed every part of 
the military exercife, with their bold and intrepid air, 
greatly fiirprifed the French captain. Being defirous 
to fpeak to thofe who compofed the firft line, he ad- 
dreffed them in Spanifli ; but they made no other an- 
fwer than by thefe words, los Padres^^ pointing to the 
Jefuits who followed them. Upon this, he rode up 
to one of thefe fathers, who told him that * thefe In- 
dians underftood no language but their own ; that, 
when any orders were to be given them, they were 
yeady to adt the part of interpreters ; and that he 
might depend on all his orders being pundually 
obeyed. 

Upon this afliirance, he afligned them the pol^ 
that was moft expofed to the fire of the befieged, 
which they foon began to anfwer with great unconcern. 
Nay, after a few difcharges, they alked leave to give 
the afiault ; and, on being told that the breach was 
not as yet wide enough, they anfwered that was their 
iDufinefs, and that they made no doubt of forcing it. 
.Upon this, they were left at liberty to do as they 
.pleafed ; and, the moment they began to put theni- 
felves in motion, iuftained with fo much intrepidity a 

difcharge 
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diicbarge of the befiegers artillery ; and then, as foon 
as they got within reach of them, another of their 
fmall arms, not a fingle man quiting his rank, that 
the difconcerted Portuguefc thought proper not to 
wait their nearer approacli ; but, throwing down their 
arms, fled with the utmofl: precipitation. The cap- 
tain added, that he was equally iurprifed at the be- 
haviour of the miflionaries, who, with nothing in 
their hands but their breviaries, as faft as they faw 
their Neophytes fall, ran up to their afliftance ; and 
performed their duty, in the midft of the hotteft fire, 
with as much calmneis as if they had been fafe ia 
their churches. 

The fucccfs of this fiege greatly increafed the re- 
putation of this Indian miliiiav and the ferjeant 
jnajor's certificate confirmed his catholic maje(l:y ia 
the opinion he h^ conceived, that thefe Indians were^ 
p{ all the troop$ in hjfs American dominions,- tho(^ 
he could moft depend upon. His Majefty rewarded 
the fervices of the^ fcfjeant major on this occafion^ 
with^the government pf Paraguay -pnjoining him, 
at the feme time, to enter on hi&.chargc by vifiting 
the redu6tions of his Province. Don Bjilthazar 
obeyed, and fent a judicial account of his vifitation 
to his majefly, with a letter, in which hie aflured him, 
that he had found all thefe redudions in a condition 
which could fcarce appear credible to perfons, who 
had, not feen it with their own eyes ; that it was impof. 
ifible to add any thing, to the police and good order 
cflabli(hed in them i or give ajuft idea of the innocence 
and piety of thefe new Chriflians, their union among 
thcmfelves, and their refped and afFedion for their 
pallors ; that there was not a man amongft them, 
that was not ready to facrifice, with joy, his life and 
, all he wa^ mailer of in the world, for the fervice of 
.God and his Majefty. 

A« 
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As muc!i, if not more, might already be 
faid of riie newly reclaimed and converted 
Chiquites, who, to the great happineft of the 
province, received, in the exertion of their piety 
and loyalty, no fmall countenance and affiftance fronl 
Don Eftevan de Urizar, governor of Tucuman ; a 
man poflefled of all the great talents of an accompliflied 
general and raagiftrate, and all the virtues of a per* 
feft Chriftian. Almoft all the men, that could be 
fpared from the neceflary labours of this new repub- 
lic, formed themfelves into parties, which, often 
without any riiiflionary to animate them by his pre- 
fence, fcoured the, country; or penetrated, at the 
hazard of their lives, which many of them, with 
their miflionaries, accordingly loft, into the re* 
ttioteft countries; into countries inhabited by na* 
tions moft averfe to the Spanifli name, and to the 
Chriftian religion, in order to bring them to a better 
way of thinking ; whilft the women and children at 
home afliduoufly affifted their paftors in inftrudling 
the profelytes made in thefe expeditions, tt the great 
tdiigrace as well as difappointm^nt of feveral private 
perfons amongft the Portuguefe, and even the Spa- 
niards, who, confidering the .Indians as their pro- 
perty, made no fcruple to employ both force and 
fraud to get poflefSon of them, in fpite of all Don 
Eftevan could do to prevent it. For he was fo far 
from winking at thefe wicked proceedings, that, 
even when feveral of the barbarous nations of Chaco 
had broken into the territories under his command, 
tod filled them with conflifion and blood, he 
could not be brought to make war againft them, as 
he knew he could pay few or none of his troops, but 
by giving them the captive Indians in command, 
till he had not only obtained the exprefe leave of his 
fuperiors, but even the opinion of the ableft divines 
of the new world, as to the lawfulnefs of it in the 
fight of God. In this war he was confiderably re-en- 
forced 
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forced by the Cbiquites ; and with their affiftance, 
foon put an end to it, by the flaughter of fpme, and 
tlie capture of a great number of the hoflile Indians^ 
whom, to corred, as much as in him ky, the evil 
he could not avoid, he diflributed to fuch as he had 
reaibn to expedt would ufc them well ; gratifying the 
reft of the captors fome other way, even at the ex- 
pence of his own private fortune. 

In the courfe of thefe religious and military ex* 
peditions, feveral Indian nations, many of whom 
the Spaniards as yet knew nothing of, even by 
name^ were happily tMrought tinder the yoke of 
Chrift, and the dominioQ of the Crown of Spain. 
All thofe who ilibmitted voluntarily, were not only 
accepted as free vaiTals, like the Guaranies, to their 
Catholic Majefties ; but the Caciques of many were 
gratified with Spaniih military titles. Thefe were 
the ManacicaSt Malbalas» Great LuHes, Little 
Lulles, Chunipis, Ojatas, Moratocos, Quies, Za^ 
jnucos, Majciturocas, and fome others whofe names 
are not mentioned ; nay, and a great number'of the 
Chiriguanes themielves. Of thefe barbarous na- 
tions ibme were incorporated with the Chiquites : 
:and {bme^ particularly the LuUes and Chiriguanes, 
formed into feparate reduAions ; though not with- 
out exceflive fatigue of mind and body to their 
paftors, and the death of ibme of them. The 
greateft difEculty confifted in reconciling, and keeping 
at peace, nations between whom there bad. prevailed 
an hereditary enmity ; and in, contending againft 
the bad example of the SpaniOi foldiers fent to de- 
fend them, till they were civilized enough to be en- 
trufted with fire arms, and even to labour the 
groiuKl for fome, who feemed to interpret Don Efte- 
van's goodneis, in providing every thing for them 
during the firft year after their fubmiifion, and then 
prolonging that term, when they .had let it pafs un^ 
employed, into a. tacit confeflioa of his being 
obliged always to do {q. 

All 
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All thefe nations, however, were not equally 
indolent and barbarous. Three of them are faid to 
have been extremely peaceable, icarce daring to 
defend themfelves when attacked; and, therefore, 
entirely addidled to huibahdry. Another was fo far 
civilized as to have tolerable houfes, well laid ou 
towns, public buildings, and a regular magiftracy^ 
with this very remarkable particularity, that the 
women amongft them, like thofe amongft the ancir 
ent Egyptians, tranfaded moll of the out-door bufi- 
nefs. Another nation was difcovered, though not 
reclaimed, on this occafion, ilill farther advanced 
in the practices of civil life, if we muft allow all 
thofe of the ancient Romans to have been fuch. 
They burned their dead, collected their afhes, and 
performed courfe$, on horfeback round the funeral 
pile. Their rcafons for ufmg thefe ceremonies muft 
hava been very curious ; but we are not informed 
of them: the Spaniards, from what motive it^oes 
not appear, difpeffed them too foon for the Jefuitii 
to make any inquiry into the matter. 

The difficulties we have been mentioning were 
attended with fome rcfledlions, which there is great 
rcafon to hope will be attended with happy confe- 
quences. As yet, the Jefuits, when they could not 
fpare paftors to the barbarous nations they happened 
to fall in with, ufed to leave them, without reaping 
any other fruit from their miniftry than that of bap- 
tizing the dying infants. But now they began to 
confider, that by prevailing on them to give up 
fome of their children to be educated in the 
Spanifti manner, they, befides winning the affec- 
tion of the parents, fecured to themfelves hoftages, 
mediators, and interpreters, with the whole nation. 
Another refleftion was, that the flow peopling of 
their redu6tions, notwithftanding the great tendency 
of the life led by the inhabitants to make them multi- 
ply, and the vaft acceflion of ftrangers^ might be 

owing 
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owing to the fcarcity of fait, which they, hereto- 
fore, were obliged to purchafe at a great price, and 
fetch, at a heavy expence, from a great diftance. 
Parties, therefore, were fent to look out for fait 
mines or waters, in thofe places, where there was the 
greateft likelihood of there being any; the confe* 
quence of which was, that one of them happily 
difcovered a fait pond, the fah of which, though 
forrounded by hoftile Indians, mi^t be obtained at 
an expence fuitable to their circumftances, and in 
quantities fufficient to anfwer all their demands. 

During thefe tranfaftions, fomc further attempts 
were made to difcover dired, or, at leaft, lefs round 
about, communications between the provinces of 
Tucuman and Paraguay, than thofe hitherto known; 
but they all proved fruitlefs. A ftream was, indeed^ 
difcovered, reaching from the Paraguay to the Pilco 
Mayo : But both it and the Pilco Mayo were found, 
on a further furvey, not to be always navigable for 
boats, efpecially the former. This barren difcovery^ 
however, coll the lives of two or three Jefuits, and 
Ibme of their Neophytes, whom the governors of 
thefe provinces always fingled out for thofe attempts 
in which great ikill and zeal were requifite. 

But, notwithftanding this difappointment, the 
provinces of Tucuman, - Paraguay, and Buenos Ayres 
might now be faid to be in a very flourilhing condi- 
tion ; and would, in all probability, have long conti- 
nued fo, had not Heaven called to his reward the vir- 
tuous and wife Don Eftevan de Urizar. For, this great 
and good man dying in the month of May, 1724, 
the royal audience gave him a fucceflbr, till the king's 
pleafure Ihould be known, who behaved fb ill, that, 
to prevent the province from relapfing into all the 
diforders from ^yhich Don Eftevan had delivered it, 
they thought proper, though a little too late, to put 
another in his place. Some time after this, Don An- 
thony de Alfaro received the king^s commiffions as 

governor 
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governor and captain general of Tucuman; and 
bis Majefty*s choice was univerfally approved. But 
the joy felt by the inhabitants on this occafion was 
very mort lived. Don Anthony died almoft as fbon 
9S he had taken poireffion of bis government ; and 
the news of his death fcarce reached the extremities 
of Chaco, when the whole frontier was overrun by 
parties. of barbarous and hoftile Indians; a thing, 
which feldora or never happened in Don Eftevan de 
Urizar's time, as he always kept bodies of his mi- 
litia in the field ; and changed them from time to 
time with (b much difcretion, as not to leave the in- 
habitants of his province any reaibn to complain of 
the hardihips of a duty, from which they reaped 
fuch fignal advantages. 

These hoftile Indians, moft of whom were Chi- 
liguanes, did not, however, think proper to attack 
the Chiquites, who, on their fide^ contented ihem- 
lelves with letting them know, that they muft not 
pretend to do it with impunity. But they were not 
long permitted to abide by this pacific fyftem. 
Father d'Aguilar foon received orders from the 
fiiperior tribunals^ to engage them to fend a thour 
land men to re-enforce the Spanifli militia lately raifed, 
in order to chaftife the Chiriguanes. He, there- 
fore, immediately aifembled their chiefs ; and, after 
reprefenting to them how much it concerned their 
honour to give his Catholic Majefty proofs of their 
zeal for his fcrvice in the prefent critical fituation, he 
added, that they could the lefe refiife their afliftancc, 
as it was wanted chiefly to avenge the majefty of 
God, whofe temples and altars the Chiriguanes had 
burned and deftroyed. This difcourfe had the de- 
fired effedl. The Chiquites immediately offered 
themfelves, with the bcft grace in the world, to dp 
every thing he (hould require of them ; and, accord- 
ins;ly, every redudion infifted on having a ftiare in 
railing the.thoufand men required of them^ a fhare 

in 
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%) defraying thetn^ though oiily four hundred,; 
drawn out of the neareft reductions, could arrive 
time enoujgh to jpin the Spaniards. Father de Agui- 
lar, fiiperior of thefe reduftions, thought it his 4vty 
to accorhpany thenr in this expedition ; and it wa| 
very happy he did, as otherwifc the ill uiage they 
received from many amongft the Spaniards, in (pite 
of all he could do to prevent it, muft have infallibly 
made them dilperfe, or negledk the duty they wer? 
upon ; whereas, in confequence of his pains to pro- 
tedt them from affronts, and keep them in good hu-: 
mour in Ipite of what they received, they behaved (p 
well in every rencounter with the enemy, that greaj: 
numbers of the latter were killed, upwards of twelve 
hundred taken prifoners ; the reft put to flight an(} 
purfued into the Cordilliere, where a thou(and mor? 
fell iiito the hands of the Spaniards. What is very 
furprifing, all thefe advantages were gained Avithou( 
the lofs of a fingle man. 

The campaign thus glorioufly finilhed, 
the Chiquites fet out for their reductions, 
without accepting the leaft (hare of the plun- 
tier. In the mean time, the Chiriguanes, 
more exafperated than weakened by their late defeat 
•again aflembled all their forces and thofe of they: 
allies; refolved not to lay down their arms, tijl 
they had wafhed away the fhame of it in the bloo^ 
of their enemies. At the fight of thefe prepara- 
tions, the governor of Santa Cruz, who probably 
was no ftranger to fome very bad treatment givepi 
the Chiquites in the firfl: campaign, and who coul^ 
not do wi Aout them, thought proper to repafr to t^ 
Plata to engage- the royal audience to interpofe thejr 
authority to procure him a re-enforcement, which he 
imagined would never be granted merely at his'r^- 
queft. It is even probable, that be wrote pn the occa- 
fion to the viceroy of Peru, as appears ^y the tenor 
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of the .following letter from the prefident of the 
royal audience. 

** Most reverend Father, 

** Don Francis Anthony de Argumofe, governor 
** of Santa Cruz, is come here, in confequence of 
** an order which the royal audience has received 
*^ from his excellency the viceroy of thefe king- 
** doms, immediately to chaflife the barbarous Chi- 
riguanes, who laft year committed great hoftilities 
in the territory of Farija. He has reprefented to 
me, that he would want for this purpofe two hun- 
dred Chiquites, as well on account of the great 
terror, with which the bare fight of them is known 
to ftrike the Chiriguanes, as becaufe he has not 
troops enough of his own to carry on the war; 
and he has promifcd me to fupply them with pro- 
vifions and horfes for the expedition. I, there- 
fore, write you this letter to requefl: and in join you 
to fend him the number of Chiquites he calls for, 
and even fome fupernumeraries to fill up the places 
** of fuch as may happen to fall fick ; and to do it 
** with fuch expedition, that they may be at Santa 
** Cruz by the end of May, or beginning of June at 
** fartheft, in order to leave the other troops no pre- 
** text for not taking the field early enough for th? 
** campaign to be over before the heavy rains, which^ 
** without the diligence I require of you, might 
•* oblige them to retreat without putting an end 
** to the war. Convinced as I am, that your reve- 
*• rence's zeal will engage you to do every thing 
•' in your power to infure fuccefe to an enterprife 
•* of fo much importance to church and ftate, no- 
** thiifg more remains, than that I (hould befeech 
*' God, ajid I ever fhall, to preferve you many years. 
** At La Plata, the 13th of April, 1722, 
" Your moft affectionate Servant, 

" Don Francis Herboso." 

•-* .... 
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The moment Father d'Aguilar received this letter^ 
he fet about raifing two hundred and fifty Chiqiiites 
in the four reductions neareft to Santa Cruz; and 
apprehending, that in cafe he fufFered them to 
march on foot to that place, where the governor wa§ 
to provide them with horfes, they might not arrive 
time enough, he took care not only to fee them iup- 
plied with provifions, but well mounted; nor -was 
his precaution ufelefs, as the great colds and heavy 
rains, that attended them the whole way, would 
have otherwife rendered their march very flow and 
difagreeable. This fecond campaign, in ^ which 
Father d'Aguilar could not. "accompany therii, ended, 
however, with as much fuccefi, and as much to their 
honour, as the firft. 
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B O O K X* 



'Don Diego de Los Reyes^ named governor of Para^, 
gtiay : provokes fever al tf the inhabitants by bis 
ftrih attachment to juftice. A confpiracy agatnfi 
bim. He caufes the beads of it to be arreftedy ivbof 
^ on their fide^ bring an aceufation againft iim before 
tie royal audience of La Plata. Don Jofepb de 
Antequera and Cajiro^ named judge inquijitor on the 
occajion ; ffbcures bimfelf to be eleiled governor by 
the inhabitants in the room of Don Diego: treats 
Don Diego with great indignity:, and behaves in 
general^ with great diffolutenefs^ injuftice^ and cru^ 
elty. Don Diego makes his efcape. Antequera 
inarches towards the reduHions at the head of his 
troops^ and takes fecurity for their quiet behaviour. 
Clajhing orders of the viceroy^ and the royal audi-- 
ence of La Plata^ and the different Jiile of tbofe 
orders^ afford Antequera an handle to difobey 
both. Inhabitants of the Affumption equally refractory. 
Antequera caufes Don Diego to be carried off by 
force from Corrientes^ and confines him to a dungeon. 
His adherents addrefs the king. Don Balthazar 
Garcia Ros fent to bring themio reafon: baffled in 
the attempt by Antequera, Don Balthazar Garcia ' 
Rosfets out for the Affumption again with an armed 
^ foff^ Antequera drive^ iie Jefuits out of their 
€oilege there^ and banijhes them. Many^ who had 
ffgned the edi£l of their banijbment^ recant. Ante- 
quera marcbesy at the bead of his troops^ againji 
Don Balthazar ; finds means to amufe bim^ and 
thereby difperfe his army. Great number of the Re- 
du£lion Indians killed : many more^ wtth their pafiors^ 
taken prifoners^ and ep^tremely ill treated. An-- 
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: Hfuera rtfohes to reduce tbt reduaions % frigbtens 
the Indians out of four of them ; lays wajie tbdr terri^ 
tory i and enters the capital in triumpb. Don Jofepb 
de Pahs^ titular bijbop of Taiuliuniy coadjutor ta 
the bifbep of Paraguay^ arrives at the Affumptim .•? 
engages Antequera and fever al of tbe rebels to pro^ 
mife fubmiffion to hmful authority. Antequera 
and tbe revels ^ in tbe mean time^ find means ta 
amsife Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala^ governor 
of Rio de la Plata^ who had orders to reduce them. 
Antequera again puts off the majk 5 greatly em^ 
barrajfed. 

' ' ' ; . - 

SINCE the Jddiits had westhered the per« : 
fecutions fuffered by them m the province 1717; 
of Pars^ay from Don Bernardin de Car* f 929. 
denes, and hb pardzans, or frona thofe who Vnr^ 
judged this a &voutable opportunity to incenfe 
the court of Madrid, and the royal council of 
the Indies, againft them, they enjoyed therea cabn;^ 
which they had the greater reaion to think would be 
lafting, as it was, in a great meaiure, the fruijta' of 
the (ervices rendered by their Neophytes to theprov 
vince, of the Ueiling of Go4 upon their apoftolic 
labours, their unwearied afliduity rto aflift the ordt^^ 
nary paftors, or fupply the frcqyuent want of them $ 
in Ihort, of the confidence of the bhaUtants of 
town and country, who always foiEindin them all the 
Spiritual aflfiftance they could wifli for ; the poor e& 
pecially, to whom tfaey never faaled to yield or pro^ 
cure ample relief. 

Bu T there ftill remained, in tbe hearts of 
many of the inhabitants, a leaven of ill will 1 7 1 y* 
againft them in regard to their Neophytes, 1729. 
whcon they had at laft found means to free '-rv^^ 
from the drudgery of peribnal fervice, aiSd whofe 
number increafed from day to day in proportion as 
^ gofpel gained ground among the infidels 9 and 
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thefe perfons, it is but reafbnabl^ to think, waited 
only an opportunity to give- thefe religious new 
uneafincis, and bury the liberties of their Neophytes 
under the ruins of their re4u(5tions ; and this oppor- 
tunity, the refentment of fome private perfons, the 
boundlefs dmbition of one 'man, aad a fmgular fuccet 
£oii of uncxpe6ted events, foon furniftied them with ; 
at the fame time that it. filled the province with con- 
fufion and -trouble, and hurried her into a revolt, 
which mnft have ended in her utter ruin, had the 
harbatians^^ with which (he was fiirrounded, had 
fenfe enough to take advantage of it; and had not 
thofe very Neophytes, whom fbme perfons would at 
any rat€ endeavour to enilave, formed a barrferjf 
Vfhi^li the rebels could never force. 
,: J^HE people of Paraguay had long been expe£ling 
a "gw'ernoi, when they .were liirprifcd to. hear, that 
tbr^i^-ihg ubad named to that important etxiployment 
Don-Diego de los Reyes, a private gentleman of the 
province : of . Andaloufia,: fettled, at' the Affumption, 
sdhfcte' he filled the ; poft of provincial Alcalde. Don 
Di^o had the reputation of being a. man of great 
hocpuf^ and was known to he an enemy to all vio^- 
J&ti meafur^s ; which^ along with his great affability 
iifid: courteoufnefa, .and the good connexions he had 
formed in Paraguay, rendered the' King's choice of 
|3im:cactretndy agreeable to many of the inhabitants. 
ButlfeMeral,' whoiooked upon themfelvcs as fuperior 
4p bira; in , point .of birth, employment, or fervice, 
^ould. jiot brook i his being fb fuddenly put over their 
heads. Accordingly, fome of them thought to have 
oppofed his rece^tioJQ, it being contrary to tlie laws^ 
,th^t the iiihabitam of a place fhould ' becomfc its go- 
vernor. .But . the King having provided againft this 
objctftion^ in Don Diego's commiffibn, he was re^ 
ceiyed without any' great buftle. 
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-E)oN Diego was too well aoquamtcd with 
this avjerfion againft him to make. the nobi- i.T^J- • 
11 ty and perfons in employment feel. Where . 1729. 
there was not the grcateft occafion for it, the ^-'"v^ 
weight of his authority. But he did not, perhaps^ 
choofe the propereft point to (top at. It even ap-- 
pears, that he behaved with* too much referve to- . 
wards certain perfons, left they fliould abufe his 
confidence to make themfdyes n^eoeffary ; and gav« . 
them too clearly to : underftind^ that he . could da ? 
without them* This was more .paiitipuUrly the cafe' 
in regard to the regidor Don Jofeph d 'Avalos, whbfe j 
credit,, acquired by hie greiat talents: for* bufiriefs, and. 
his ac^refs in giving affo^irs what- turn he lifccibeft, . 
had made all his councils pafe folklaws with the-pre^: 
ceding governors, .., ... / :. / ';i 

.He was far, howeyer, fr<M». wifhtug rto make an 
€nen?y, of fo ^le; >^nd popular - a man ; and,. tUere^ : 
for^j offered him, tlw^ place of J&ing'a iteuteniint, that* 
then happened to be va<^nt, But.Daa Jofeph, -^ who • 
had already penetrated Don Diego'^ fentinacits in '* 
TG^vd to hinfi^ haughtily refufed his offer; /not be- 
caufe^ he .coq/iderip^ this eniplpyment benoath-him, 
tou that he did not choofe to r^eive it from the^^hands 
of a man, whom ,he was perhaps already refolved to 
raini, or at leaft did not care to be obliged t;o by the ; 
ftrong ties of hptiOjirand gratitude. Be that. as it ^ 
will, Don Diego; pretented not to be piqued atrthis . 
refufal,. though her^ould not but infer from it, what 
he had to fear from the regidory. who, on his fide, con- 
cluded, from the offe^ mad$ him by the governor, 
and the manner in which his rcfufal had been received, 
that the governor re^Uy feared him. Accordingly, 
he watched every pppprtunity to chagrinehim; and, 
one having fbpn offered, he greedily embraced it 

Do If Die^o havings refufed one of Don Jofeph's 
friends a favour^ which he thought he could not in . 
juftice grant him,\ Awi Jpfbph publifhed a memorial, 
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ja \<rhich tftc governor wis very freely trcftted. As 
Doll Jofeph, however^ did not o^n himfelf the * 
author of it, Doh Diego, though he at the fame 
time rtdoubledhis attention to incre^fe the nunnbcr 
of his friends, diilembled the affront more than be* 
came him ; not fufficiently confidering, that it Airas 
not iufficient to have upright intentions, in dealing - 
widi a man like die r^idor, who had the ^rt of poi^ 
ibning rbt moil innocesat proceedings. Don Jofeph, ' 
00 his {ide, omitted nothing to form a party ; and, ' 
among otherS| gained over to his intereds Don Jo* 
iepK de il'Urrunaga, a Biicayan gentleman, ^ho • 
icarce yielded fp liim in point of c^i|xidty ^ and had^ ; 
befidea, made connexions with ibme of the $irit fa^ 
miHes ol^ the pmvince. 

It was another aft of j uftice, that brought xhh -^ 
new enemy iipon the governor*^ b^ds. Thebrd^ 
ther^hirla^i^ of d-Urmnaga wftnted to get a ffot ' 
of ground beioDgmg to a poor ^ow; and, as h^ 
could not jH'evail on her td fell it, took meafures to 
oblige bex to part with it. Upon ^is, (he had i^ 
ceurfe to "Don Diego, who mainlined her in dte 
poflfeflion of her property. This atafperated d'tlrru* * 
nagp^ to ftich a degree, that having iwrevttiled ^ 60 * 
d'Avakjs to adopt his quta-rel, they both w eat to Ae^ 
goyernpr; and not only abufed him' in thegro0eft' 
termt, but threatened to get him ftfipt of his govern- •• 
ment. The littie reftntnient (hewn by Don Die^o feit 
this kiblent behaviour drew upon him a ne^ af**- 
froQt. Don Anthony Ruiz d(^ Arifellano, fonnn-l^w 
to thp rcgidor, having likewife met with a refikal* 
from him, treated him widi ftili gteater indignity. ' 

Upon this, at l^gth, he detertnined not to-eatry* 
hjs moderation any further; and, as he could no 
longer ^oubt of a con^raey . bc^ng formed againft ' 
faim, he caufed d- Aviilos and d^Utvunaga t^ be -ar-^, 
xt&Gd^ and delivered Ibemwer to juftice. Thefirft 
was imprifoned in thp caftle of Arfacuiana.^ and I 
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the feoSntf, in his own houfe. As to ArrclUino^ he 
retired to a place of fafety. The governor, how- 
ever, did not difcover the blows that were preparing 
againit him, till it was too late to ward them. For, 
though this vigorous ftep of his *\^d ftynned his 
enemies, who did not think he had fo much reiblu- 
tlon, it did not difconcert them ; fo that they took 
much lefs trouble to defend themfelves againft him, 
than to oblige him to ftand himfelf on the defenfive. 
' Whether or no he was imprudent enough not to take 
juft meafurcs to hinder them from carrying on a cor- 
relpondence with each other, or being vifited by 
their friends, certain it is, that they concerted a 
icheme to ruin him, and commenced a criminal pro-: 
iecution againft him before the royal audience of Las 
Charcas. It^ confided of fix Heads, to which they^ 
gave (iich a turn and' fuch colours, as could not bi^ 
imke a great impreffion upon that ibvereig^ court $ 
efpecidly as they were lupported by a well written 
memorial, brought to La Plata by Arrellano himfelfv 
who, f<iaring he IhouTd no longer be able tofcrcen 
hfimfelf fcom the purfuits 6f the governor, riioughc 
proper to take refuge in that city. 

He did hot, Isowever^ think proper to prefent it 
Wmfeif, but made ufe of Thomas de Cardenas, a 
Illation of his wife, for that pwpofe ; and, as the 
tourt, on reading it, did not (how any impatience to 
fend an officer to take informations on the fpot, as 
they were requefted^ Cardenas caballed fo well, and 
cxpofcd in fuch li^y colours the great danger of de- 
ferring any longer a remedy to the great evils, with 
which, he feid, the province of Paraguay was threaten** 
ed, that he at lail prevaSed upon them to name a judge 
informer J and, unhappily, theii;; choice fell upon 
Don Jofeph de Antequeraand Caftro, Knight of the or- 
der of Alcantara, a man of family, genius, andiearn-( 
ing ; but, for want of thofe qualities of which tho 
heart is reckoned die proper feat, the only member 

of 



138 THE H I S t O R Y 

of the royal audience, who, as having been already* 
named by the viceroy of Peru to fuccecd Don Diego 
in that eniploymcnt, fliould, were it on no other ac-** 
countj have been excluded from it. 

Don Jofeph needed to wait but a very fhort time 
to fucceed Don Diego, the cuftom now being not 
to leave the governors more than five years in- thefc. 
provinces ; but, Ihort as it was^ it appeared too. ioQjg 
to him, fo that, as foon as he found the royal audU 
cnce fefolved to fend a judge informer to Paraguay, 
he folicited the^pmrniffion. It is furprifing he (hould 
not know, that it by no means became him to alk 
k ; and ftill more furprifing that he (hould have ob- 
tained it. Th^ royal audience, in granting it tobim,- 
overlooked a law, for they could not be ignorant 
of it, exprefsly forbidding any perfon: nanried to 
fucceed a governor, to be commiflipned to inform 
againft him ; arid nothing could prove the wifdom of 
this law better^ than the tranfaftipns we are now go*, 
ing to take a view of. 

Don Jpfeph*5 QomrniiTion was dated the i;5th of 
January, 1 7 2 1 ;.andj the, moment he received it, 4i^; 
fet out, though ill provided to appear in a miMiner* 
fuitaMeto it,. for Paraguay; but, on his arrival at' 
Santiago of Tucum^n, fome perfons there, for whom 
he brought letters of credit ftonjL l^a Plata, fupplieA 
him with every thing rcquifite for that purpofe,. In, 
hi5 way through ; San tafe, he met ^with, fome per- 
fons, who, thinking his journey a favourable oppor- 
tunity to fend their goods for fale to Paraguay, niade» 
an agreement with him to his advantage. Fron^ 
thence he proceeded, firft, by land, through fome of 
the redudions, which did. not lie .much out of his> 
way, and was received there ; wixli great . honours^: 
Doa Antonio de Ulloa is, howev.er, miftakqn, in, 
faying, that he hajd from the royal. audience a fpecial 
commiflion to do fo. • ^ . . . 
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The miffionaries gave him for the reft of 
his journey an cfcort of their Neophytes, 
loaded with provifions and refreftiments of 
every kind. On his arrival at the place 
where the Tebiquari forms a boundary between the 
provinces of Paraguay and Rio de la Plata, he found 
the regidor Don Jofeph d'Avalos, with fome of his 
friends, who informed him, that Don Diego de los 
Reyes was actually vifiting the reductions of the 
Parana ; and from thence took an opportunity of 
faying a great many things to the difedvantage of the 
Jefaits, Thefe religious, ftill fated to have for their 
enemies the enemies of all lawful, authority, (harcd 
with^ Don Diego theaverfion'of thofe who had con- 
spired hi^ ruin. 

Don Jofeph d'Avalos had ordered a great enteti^ 
tain men t to be p.rep.ared for Don Jofeph's reception^ 
?t a farm houfe belonging to a lady of his relations'; 
and the lady herfelf w^as come there to do the ho? 
nours of it. But the firft news the .company heard 
on their arrival* was, that (hfe had juft expired of a 
ipifcfarriage ; whigh laid, them under, a necefllty rf 
providing elfewhere for thcrafelves. , The day fi^ 
lowing, Don Jofeph entered the Aflfumption amidft 
repeated difcharges of the cannon ; but, in his way 
to the lodgings prepared for him, he was ftopt byrtfae 
funeral convoy of the lady, who was to have received 
him at her farn> houfe ; when th^ claftiing between 
the melancholy found of the bells and the joyful ,ac^ 
clamations of the multitude gave the pgpulace, accus- 
tomed to turn every accident into an omen, great 
room for expatiating on two fuch crofs events. 

But the manner in which he entered the cathedral^ 
the place to which they firft conducted him, and his bcf 
haviour thtre, fuggefted to the moft fenfible refle<ftion3 
no way to his advantage ; for he had his hat ftill tied 
withftrings, juft as he had worn it .during the jourr 
iiey it and, tbpugh the dean regeiypd: him. at the bead 
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of the chapter with the gfeateft marks of refpcdl, 
yet, as he found neither carpet, cu(hion, or chair of 
llate ready for him, he broke out into a great paifion 
againft this ecclefiaflic, who governed the diocefe^ 
during the vacancy of the iee, in a manner which 
greatly (candalized the people, accuftomed to fee the 
mmifters of the Lord, conllituted in dignity, much 
more refpcded, even by perfons of the higheft rank, 
eipecially in the places dedicated to God's worfhip. 

Some days after, a party of the Guaycurus having 
approached the capital, (bme of them, in order to 
draw the garrifon into an ambufcade prepared at the 
other fide of the river, came to a(k aififlance againfl: 
the enemies of their nation, by whom they faid they 
were purfued. This was a very grofs trick, but it 
fucceeded notwithftanding. Several Spaniards eroded 
the river to join the Guaycuri|s ; but as, in propor- 
li(Mi as they advanced, the barbarians retreated from 
the banks, the moft confiderate began to fu(pe£t fome 
foul play, and returned back. Nine, who ventured 
further, fell into the ambufcade, an^'were all mur^ 
dered in fight of the whole town, An tequera him- 
felf not excepted, who thereupon flung his hat oo 
the ground, telling thofe about him, that he was not 
come to make war upon the Indians ; and that it 
was the bufinefs of the magiftrates to provide for th^ 
fecurity of the province and its capital. 

Don Diego's enemies, however, thought proper 
to take advantage of this accident, and of the gover- 
nor's abfence, to offer to acknowledge Antequera 
for their general ; and, on his accepting their offer; 
proclaimed his promotion ; and that too without op- 
pofition ; thef inhabitants having been made to believe, 
that this appointment was neceffary in the prefent 
conjunAure. The informations he came to take, 
were already drawn up; but as, notwithftanding the 
(hew made by him of the mofl perfect difinterefted- 
nefs, it eafily appeared^ that prefents were the fureft 
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method to obtain his favour, thbfe who wi(hed worft 
to Don Diego took advantage of this difpofition. 
Don Diego, however, being informed of Antequera*s. 
pradices, immediately fet out for the capital, but 
he arrived there too late. Antequera had already 
made himfelf matter of it, fo that Don Diego, 
the very next day after his arrival there, was fu(^ 
pended from all the functions of his office, and baniih- 
ed to an Indian village feven or eight leagues of!^ 
on pretence, that the freedom of the informations 
required his abfence. Be that as it will, his dignity 
entitled him to fome relpcft, and he met with none. 
Nay, juftice required, that thofe who bad declared 
too openly againft him (hould, likewiie, be order^ 
cd to remove elfewhcre j whereas they were permitted 
to remain.- They even triumphed fo openly at his 
humiliation, that from this moment every one confi- 
dered him as a loft man. 

In fadt, his enemicSj after this firft ftep, proceed- 
ed egainft him, without any regard to decency or 
juftice. They gave what turn they pleafed to the in- 
formations againft him ; and found means to get fo 
many perfons to fign them, that the royal audience 
concluded, at the Hrft fight of them, that they muft 
be thje voice of the public ; fo that, for feveral years 
•after, they confidered Don Diegp as a criminal con- 
viAed of the great^ft crimes, and, therefore, juftly 
ftript of his commiflion. All this time, however, 
be had neither been heard nor confronted. On the 
fifteenth of September, the council general of the 
province aiTembled, in order to put the laft hand to 
this work of iniquity by the mofl injudicial fentence 
that ever was given. Antequera prefcnted to them 
the commiflion he had received from the Viceroy to 
fucceed Don Diego ; and, thoush Don Diego's time 
was not as yet expired, they revived, that a man, ib 
' generally acknowledged guilty of the greateft crimea, 
<£ould no longer be confidered as governor. 

Ik 
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In vain did Don Miguel de Torrez, the firft al^ 
calde, endeavour to enforce the law forbidding a 
judge informer tofucceed a governor againft whom 
he had informed. Antequera himfelf made anfwer, 
that this law was not made for thofe, who, like him, 
had the honour of being members of the royal audi- 
ence. Torrcz replied, that it was exprefe and with^ 
out exception. But then he was the only man of 
this opinion, or who dared to own it. The council 
cried out, that, whoever did not acknowledge the 
lord Don Jofeph de Antequera and Caftro for lawful 
governor of the province, ftiould be confidered as a 
traitor to his King and country. Upon this, Ante- 
quera fent immediately to Don Diego for his ftafF of 
command. 

Don Diego anfwered, that he. would not part y^ith 
it, till they could (hew him the viceroy*s order for 
that purpofe. To this the officer charged to get it 
from him replied,, that he had nothing to do but 
obey the orders given him by the new governor^ 
then wrefted it from him by force; placed guards 
about the houfe, in which he had taken up his refi- 
dence; and declared to him, that thefe guard's fhould 
remain there at his expence. Then, to give a better 
colour to what they had done, they thought proper to 
appear willing to give the caufe a fecond hearing j 
affigned Don Diego an attorney, whofe incapacity was 
notorious. Onthisoccafion, leveral perfons, who had 
depofed in his favour, were greatly furprifed to hear, 
that their depofitions accufed him inftead of exculpa- 
ting him, which was partly owing to their having 
been interrogated in fuch a manner, that their an- 
fwers admitted a meaning quite oppofite to what they 
intended. Befides, raealures had been taken to alie- 
nate from him, by falfe reports, feveral of thofe, 
who were moft attached to him ; and even make 
fome of his moft zealous feryants difappear by ill 
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treating fuch of the reft, as had declared too openly 
in his favour. 

It has been urged, that he had, by fome impru- 
dent fteps, given occafion to the accuiations. brought 
againft him ^ and that he had not addrefs enough to 
retain in his intereft, all thofe who firft elpoufcd it. 
But it is certain, that it was dangerous to ipeak in his 
favour, as the King's lieutenant, Don Jofeph Del- 
gado, experienced to his coft. Antequera, under 
fome pretext or another, ordered him to a dungeon, 
where he died, in about two years, in the moft edi- 
fying fentiments of religion. After all, tbefe vio- 
lences, as well as the proceedings againft Don Diego 
himfelf,. were carried on with great formality, and 
with an air of moderation, which impoied upon 
feveral perfons. In proportion as the depofitions, to 
which d'Avalos failed not to give the moft unfavoura- 
ble turn, leaned heavy upon Don Diego, the judge 
informer put on a forrowful countenance ; feemingly 
lamenting the hard neceffity he was under of ruin- 
ing a man, whom he would have been overjoyed to 
be able to (ave ; fo that it is no way furprifing, that 
it ftiould have coft the royal audience of Lima, which 
was afterwards charged with the revifion of the whole 
affair, no le(s than ten years to lay open thofe machi- 
nations, and refcue from the labyrinth they formed 
the innocence of Don Diego de los Reyes. 

When all the pieces that formed this great 
procefs had been fent off to Lima, the new 
governor, finding he had no longer any oppo- 
fition to fear, began to think ferioufly on fill- 
ing his coffers, and, as he was refolved to employ 
for that purpofe all the opportunities given by his 
new dignity, he began by lowering the price of the 
herb of Paraguay, and every other article dually 
exported from his government, that he might be 
able to buy it up cheap, in order to fend it to Peru 
for his own account. To effect this, he forbid &> 

much 
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much as a fmgle arrobe, the King's (hare not except-^ 
cd, to be fent out of the province without his leave* 
and never gave leave to any, but fuch as bought 
theie commodities from him. 

To this bafe monopoly, of which no one dared ttk 
complain, he added the moft crying (candal. A 
friar having brought him (bme goods from Peru^ he 
made him his fa<t\or, and put him into afhop, where 
a prieft, and a regular prieft too, and one known for 
fuch, though in a lay habit, was to be feen a£ting the 
part of a (hopkeepcr. There being a convent of his 
order at the Afiumption, the iuperior of it did* alt 
ihat lay in his power to make him ihut up (hop ; and» 
finding his own authority infuiHcient for that purpofe^ 
prepared to have recourfe to fome other. But Antc- 
quera, to prevent his doing it, ftript bis monaftery of 
all its (laves, in conjunction with the provifor, who 
then governed the diocefe^ on pretence that they were 
undefervcdly ill treated. 

All this while Don Diego de los Reyes endured 
ibis confinement, and the ill treatment by which it 
was aggravated, with an apparent infeniibility, which 
:gave fuch offence to his enemies, that he was given to 
^underftand, that they were about to make it much 
more difagreeable. On receiving this intelligence, 
Jie reiblv^, coft what it wouW, to (ave him(elf. 
Having dilguifed himielf likea (lave, he (lipt through 
his guards in the night time ; and had the good for- 
tune to reach unobferved'a place at fome diftance, 
where lie had appointed horfes to meet him. He then 
made asfaft as he could, and almoft without baiting, 
for the firft redudion on the Parana ; and from thence 
fell down that river to Buenos Ay res, relblved to pafe 
from thence into Spain, and implore, in perfon, the 
juftice of his Catholic Majefty. 

Th I s efcape gave Antequera the greate(l uneafinefs, 
;!C<pecially a$ he could not for fome time diicover what 
^was i^ecome. of . bis. priCoaer. Some pcrfbijs. tpid 
. . . him. 
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hrra, that Don Jofeph bad taken refiige in the ' con- 
vent of the fathers of the Merci at the Affumption, 
upon which he caufed it to be furrounded with fol- 
dicrs. Others affured him, that Don Diego lay hid 
in the Jefuits college ; but he foon received certain 
intelligence of his having turned towards the Parana 
redudtions. Upon this he difpatched a courier 
there with orders to arreft him, and a commiflion to 
require, for that purpofe, the affiftance of perfons in 
power, wherever he might be concealed. Then, to 
vent his rage at Don Diego's.efcape, he caufed ail his 
effects to be ibid by audtion ; and, having taken good 
meafures to prevent their being raifed upon him, 
bought the beft of them, under borrowed names, 
at his own price. 

He next proceeded to confifcate all the cffe&s of 
thofe whom he knew to be ftill in Don Diego's in- 
terefts, without any regard to the rights and privi- 
leges of their wives. To juftify thefc violences, his 
emiiTaries filled the province with their writings againfl 
the depofcd governor. It was enough to ipeak well 
of him, to be treated as an enemy to King and coun- 
try : as to praife the wifdom, equity, and difmtereft- 
ednefs of his fucceilbr, enough to obtain all manned 
of favours from him. 

Don Diego, on his fide, had no* (boner landed at 
Buenos Ayres, than he received fuch news, as induc- 
ed him to lay aiide all thoughts of pafling over into 
Spain. The archbi(hop of Lima, viceroy of Peru, 
on hearing of the commiifion granted to Don 
Jofeph de Antequera by the Royal Audience of 
Charcas, and his firft fteps in quality of Judge In- 
former, caufed a new commiflion ta be made 
out, dated the 1 6th of February, 1722, which re- 
inftated the .depofed governor, till his Maj eft yihould 
appoint him a fucceflbr. He likewife evoked to his 
own tribunal the charge brought againfl/him; an- 
nulled, all the . proceedings «t the Mvunptioli ; de^ 
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clarcd the cleftion of Don Jofcph de Antequera to 
the government of Paraguay, void and contrary to 
law ; and ordered him inamediately to quit that pro* 
vince. A few days after, Don Diego received a fuU 
confirmation of this intelligence, by the arrival of 
his new commifiton. 

The viceroy, not thinking this enough, gave the 
Royal Audience to underfland, by a letter dated the 
21 ft of March, of the fame year, that he was great- 
ly furprizcd at their being more ready to give credit 
to the memoirs and informations of a man, who had, 
contrary to law, forced himfelf into the government 
of a province, and had taken upon him to try the 
governor of it without a fufficient authority K>r fa 
doing, than to the inftrudlions of the moft refpedlable 
peribns, fuch as the moil illuftrious bifhop of Buenos 
Ayres, the ecclefiaftic fliperiors, both iecular and 
regular, and the fathers of the company, " who in 

thefe provinces, as in all other places (fuch are the 

viceroy's own words) diftinguilh themfelves on 
•* every occafion by their zeal for church and ft ate j 
** truths, of fuch publick notoriety, that none but 
^* Don Joleph de Antequera dare to contradift them. 

Nor would he^ but that they do not approve his 

condudl, nor adopt his (entiments concerning Don 

Di^o de los Reyes.** , . 

Thr royal audience, in anfwer to the viceroy, after 
affuriog him of the uprightncfe of their intentions^ 
in all the fteps they had taken relative to the province 
of Paiaguay, protefted, that they had never given 
credit to what-Don Jofeph de Antequera had written 
to them to the diiadvantage of the fathers of the 
company.; improved upon the praifesy with which his 
excellency had honoured them; and then, endea* 
vouring to account for Antequera's prgudices ae;ainft 
;tbem, ftdded^' that he ftiomld not have been ib ready 
to belicv^,.wJiatpaffion. dictated to the diiadvAntage 
of perfims ,of. fuch racrit.^: £ut^ uphappilyfor the 
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province of Paraguay, this fovcfeign court ftrll con- 
tinued in the perfiiafion, that I>[>q Diego de I08 
Reyes had been convided of all the crimes laid to 
his charge ; that the viceroy had iuffered himlelf to 
be implied on by perfons^ againft whom he was not 
fuHiciently on his guard, when he granted the or* 
der for rdnitating him ; fo that they took litde or 
no offence at the exceifes committed by Aatequera^* 
whom they did not believe to be the author of the 
calumnies, with whidi the viceroy reproached him, 
till he had overturned the whole province. 

On the other hand, Don Diego, on receiving his 
new commiilions, too eaiily imagined, that Ame* 
quera would not dare oppofe the viceroy's orders ; 
and therefore, without thinking niore of the mat* 
ter, fet out for the Aflumption ; whereas he ihoxdd 
have confidered, that his enemy had advanced too far 
to be willing to retreat ; and that he could icarce ap- 
prehend worfe confequences from an* open refusal to 
pbey, than from an inquiry into the exceiies he had 
already committed. In fadt, Antequera no (boner 
received advice of the viceroyV difpatches, than he 
immediately began to prc^agate a report, that they 
were forged. Then, to prove it, he aflembled the 
corporation, and produced a letter which he had re« 
ceived from the viceroy in the year 1720, but which, 
however, he did not take upon him to fey was of the 
fame date with his commiffion for the government of 
Pars^uay, which was not to take place till the tenxi 
granted Don Diego was expired. 

•And, left it might be objedted, that this com- 
miilion was repealed by the new one Dpn Diego had 
lately received, and that his letter, of courfe, proved 
nothing, he altered the date of it in the copy he pro- 
duced. He found it no difficult matter to perfuade 
people, whofe interefts were fb intimately connected 
with his own; and being fo well aiTuroi that they 
would fopport him, he, that very day, fent off cap* 
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taia Ramon de las Lianas, the worthy inftrument of 
all his violences, with two hundred men in order to 
meet Don Diego, and put him under arreft. 

Don Diego, having taken the province of Uru- 
guay in his way, wrote, during his journey, very 
polite letters to Antequera, and feveral other perfons, 
to give them an account of his approach; and, 
-though he received no anfwer to them, continued his 
journey with as much unconcern, as if he had no- 
thing to fear. His whole retinue confided of (bme 
domeilicks, and fome reduction Indians who car** 
ried provifions, folbwed by a few carts loaded with 
his baggage. At length he arrived at Tabati, which 
lies within twenty-five leagues of the Affumption ; 
and it was here he firft received notice of the orders 
given to put him under arreft. Soon after he received 
intelligence, that Don Ramon de las Lianas, and Don 
Jofeph de Arcc, Alcalde of the Holy Hermandad^ 
commiffioned t6 do it, were at no great diftance. 

He npw faw, that he had no time to lofe ; and, 
therefore, immediately fet out for the neareft of the 
Parana reductions, *which he reached in a manner 
without any retinue. He had fcarce left Tabati, 
when Don Ramon arrived there with his band. It 
was in vain the inhabitants endeavoured to perfuade 
him, that Don Diego was gone ; he would not be- 
lieve them. He began by ordering the Indians, who 
drove Don Diego's carts, to be whipt, and fuffered 
them to be otherwife ill ufed, in order to oblige them 
to confcfs where he was. When he could obtain no 
intelligence this way, he ordered a drift fearch to 'be 
made. Don . Auguftin de los Reyes, fon to the go- 
vernor, wlio was in deacon's orders, and who Was 
pj-obably come to this place to meet his father, and 
father Jofeph de Fris, a dominican, and chaplain of 
the place, were treated with great indignity. Don 
Ramon,, after abufing the latter in the groffcd man- 
ner, druck him over the head with the but end of 
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Ms muflcet ; threatened to hang him, if he did not 
open his church, where he expe£led to find Don 
Diego ; and, in looking for him, turned over every 
thing, even the ornaments under the altar. 

Then, enraged at not finding him, he feized on 
•the carts ; put Father de Fris into one of them, and 
Don Auguftin into the other ; ordered the Indians to 
follow them ; and fet out with them for the Capital ; 
But, when he had got within five leagues of it, he 
fent back Father Fris. The Alcakic, Don Jofeph de 
Arc^, having difcovered, that it was Don Jofeph Ca- 
vallerode Bacon, parifli prieft of Yaguaron, who 
had given Don Diego notice of their approach, and 
fupplied him with horfes to make his efcape, he 
brought |iim prifoner to the Affumption, where An- 
tequera caufed him to be proceeded «gainft by the 
provifor, who forced him to refign his parifti. 

l*His provifor was the licentiate Don Alphonfo 
Delgadillo, canon or the cathedral, and fucceflbr to 
Don John Gonzalez de Melgarejo, who had refigned 
his employment, as he pduld not exercife the fiindions 
of it freely, under the prefcnt adminiftration. Del- 
gadillo, befides being entirely devoted to Anteq^era, 
^as, in every other reiped, fuch a man as he want- 
ed to be able to violate with impunity all the immu*- 
nities of the church. Antequera, however, foon 
diicovered, that Don Diego had found means to get 
4ifpcrfed, in the Afliimption, feveral copies of his 
new commilfion ; and that they already began to ex- 
cite fcime murmurs there ; but to thofe who (poke to 
him of them he made no other anfwer, than that he 
had a right to confider them as forged, till the origi- 
nal was produced to him : however, leaft any of the 
inhabitants ihould produce an authentic copy,- he 
ftopt all the letters going or coming ; not confidering^ 
that this was one of his principal charges > againii 
Poa Diego de los Reyes. But he thought he might 
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do any thiiig he pleafed, becaufe no one had courage 
enough to oppofe him. 

One of the moit refpcftaUe ladies of the 
1723. city^ both in point of rank and virtue, hay- 
1729. ing openly taken Don Diego^s part. Ant?-. 
^^"^^^quera forgot himfe|f {o far as to threaten to. 
ruin her, ; Biit, as (he was very handiome, as welt as 
very vi|ti|ous, his reientment gave way to another 
paflion, which he w^s ft ill lei^ able to Aide. Hay- 
ing intimidated her enough, as he thought, not 
to pEteet with a repulfe^ he fent one of his ^onfir 
ciai^ts to found her^ anc}, upon her receiving his pro- 
pofals ^ith the g|-eateft marks of indignation and 
contempt, forbid her to ftir c^broad, alledging the in- 
tereft fte openly took in JDon IHego'^ difgrace, ^s %n 
cxfcufe for (o unprecedented a violeDc^. But the in? 
habitants knew too much of* his proceedings to t>e 
thus impoied on 9 aqd the yeii, wiUi which he ibught 
to Ipide the caufe of his refeQtAent, ierved only tp 
inake hi^ infamy more publip. 

This adventure, befxies giving him great uneafi- 
tieft, made him make fome reflexion? on fuch co»^ 
feqyicnces of the part be was adting, ^s he had hitherr 
to little dreamed pf. He could no kuiger iinpofe up^ 
on himfelf ib far as to believe, th^tDpn Diego^sconv: 
milTioa ^as not real and in good form ; ^d, on ibmc 
occaiion9) atppea^red iuSiciently aw^re^ tiiat.4t wouM 
b? imppi^ble for him to hold the place he ha^ ufurp- 
ed, without rendering himfelf guilty of a crime, for 
whiph no pardon was to be expcifted. But, as he 
could not, hpjvever, prevail upon hinifelf to give up 
ibis ill-got power, he endeavoured to find out a pre- 
tence) for tetainingir^ without running any great rifk; 
and^ having, as he thought, light upqn one, he com- 
municated it to his iccret council, aa % thought juft 
CQine into his head, and in regard to which he had 
not ^s y^t taken. »n*y refolution. " l\ k certain,, faid 
*^ he, that for provinces fo diftant from court, it is 
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** lawful to make even three reprefentations to his 
*' Majcfty, before they obey his orders. Now, how 
** much more allowable muft this be, in regard to 
*^ the orders of a viceroy ?" Then, without waiting 
for their anfwer, he added, that, all things maturely 
confid^red, he was refolved to abide by what the two 
Chapters * had decided ; that it was they who had 
choofen him for their governor, and that it was their 
bufinefs to confider, if it would be fafe for them to 
reinftate another, who, they might be fure^ would 
never forgive their having depofed him. 

He then affembled the council; and, after com- 
municating to them Don Diego's new commiffion^ 
he made a long harangue, which he began by pro- 
tefting, that he had accepted the government with no, 
other view, than to refcue the province from the diC- 
trefs, t6 which Don Diego bad reduced it. He then 
declared, that, if, on the one hand, he thought him- 
felf indifpenlably bound So withdraw, in obedience to 
the viceroy's orders, he, on the other, confidercd 
himfelf equally obliged, in juftice to fo many peribns 
of merit, and lb many loyal fubj edts, who had done 
him the honour to chafe him for their governor, not 
to abandon them, without their confent, to the re- 
fentment of a man, who would make them pay dear 
for all the fteps they had taken againft: him. 

The Alfarez royal, Don Dennis de Otazu^ and 
the rigidor, Don John Cavallero de Anafco, who 
had never approved their proceedings againft Don 
Diego, were of opinion, that they could not, on any 
pretence wfiatfoever, defer obeying the viceroy's or- 
ders. But the majority, after greatly exaggerating 
the evils the province muft fufFer, if Don Diego 
came to be reinftated in the government, voted, that 

# 

* The Secular Chapter is compofed of the Alcaldes and the Re- 
gidors, and the Ecclefiaftical Chapter of fuch ecclefiaftieks^ as 
tkeir dignities entitle to a place in the city council. 
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the ftrongeft reprefentations ihould be made to the , 

viceroy ; and that Don Jofeph de Antequcra and . 

Caftro (hould be obliged to adt as governor till they 

received his excellency's anfwer. This opinion pre-p 

vailed, and Antcquera yielded to it. 

Some days after, Otazu and Cavallero cje Anafco 

were interdided the fundtions o£ their re(pe<5tive ofr 

fices. The firft fupported his disgrace, in a manner 

fuitable to that firrnnefs, Ayhich had occafloned it. 

The fecond, who had been already very ill ufed, and 

forcfaw, that utter ruin muft be the confequence of his * 

not feigning to comply with what, was required of 

him, yielded in appearance to the opinion of the 

majority, and was, therefore, re-inftated. Butit\yas 

too great a violence upon his integrity to be of long 

continuance. Accordingly, immediately after, he 

made his appearance before the ecclefiaftical judge, 

and protefted, that he had complied merely to avoid 

a cruel perfecution, and beggary. Antequera finding, 

notwithftanding, he coiild no\y depend more than 

ever upon his adherents, proceeded at fiich a rate, a$ 

to give but too ji|ft grounds of apprehenfion to the 

boldeft of them. Don Jofeph d^ Avalos was one day 

beard to fay pretty openly, " This man is going on 

fo headlong, that I do not Ijnow where he will 
flop." ■.—'■:■ 

But, as they had no apology to make for remon-.. 
ftratiiig to the viceroy againft Don Diego's re-efta-r 
blifhment, except their apprehenfions of the evils, 
with which they afFefted to believe it -muft un- 
avoidably be attended, they inftituted new infor- 
mations, in order to perluade his excellency that their 
fears were well grounded ; and obferved no mea- 
lures in drawing them up. They painted Doii 
Diego in thein in the blacked colours; and 
fome perfons, who had refufed to fign them, 
wcrefentt'o prifon ftrongly bolted, and bound two. 
by two wrth a long chain, without leave to fpeak to 
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any one, even thofe who brought them their viftuals, 
which were given in to them through a window. 
When thej had remained for fome days in this difa- 
greeable (ituation, two ecclefiaftics were lent to in- 
duce them to comply. One of thefe ecclefiaftics was 
the provifor Delgadillo, and the other the dean of the 
cathedral, who had been attacked by a fit of madnefs, 
and was not as yet thoroughly recovered. The pro- 
vifor, it is faid, attempted to perfiiade them that the 
viceroy was dead. But, if he did, it was to no pur- 
pofe ; they could not be brought to believe it. 

In the mean time, Antequera could enjoy no reft, 
fearing, left Don Diego ftiould return at the head of 
an army of the reduction Indians; and, in fadt, it 
was foon after reported, that there were already eight 
thouland of them ready to follow him. Upon this^ 
in order to be before hand with them, he marched to- 
wards that fide of the country where the reductions 
lie, with a thoufend men of the beft troops of the 
* province •, and, on his arrival near the Tebiquari, 
wrote to the Neophytes to forbid them to ftir from 
home under the fevereft penalties; aii injundlion, 
which furprized ihem the more, as they did not fo 
much as dream of iii 

It was thus he began to declare openly againft the 
Jefuits, who he tould not but know thought very ill 
of his proceedings, though they behaved towards him 
with the greateft circumfpedion. He flattered him- 
felf, that by thus proceeding agaipft them, like Doa 
Bernardin deCadenas, he .ftiould draw over a great 
many perfons to his party. Thefe religious, there- 
fore, fearing left he ftiould crofs the Tebiquari ; 
and even march to the reduftions, e(pecially with 
.troops, which he permitted to live at difcretion ; and, 
by thus laying the Indians under the neceflity of a 
juft defence, bring on a civil war, which could not 
J^ut be attended with the moft fatal confequencei^ 
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wrote him a polite letter to beg he might abftain from 
any further violence. 

THts letter he immediately anfwered by another 
full of invedtives againft thpm and Don Diego. How- 
ever, he promifed them, ihat he would proceed no 
further ; but at the lame time declared, that, if they 
or any of their Indians failed to comply with the leaft 
of his orders, he would make them fmart for their 
refradorinefs. Accordingly, he decamped a few days 
after, and marched back to the Afrumption. Seve- 
ral perfons attributed his fudden retreat to tlie fear of 
being attacked by thefe brave Indians ; and it is cer- 
tain, that, if Don Diego de los Reyes had happened 
to be at this time in the Parana reductions, he might 
have railed a good number of their Indians, and have 
eafily carried off his enemy, as he did not make his 
Ibldiers obferve any difciplinc. 

Antequera, before he decannped, having fent 
for the corregidor, the alcaldes, and military . of- 
ficers of the four redudions, that lay neareft to th^ * 
Tebiquari ; and the Fathers Francis de Roblez and 
Anthony de Ribera, who conduced them to his 
camp, having aflured him, that no ftep fliould be ta- 
ken in any of their towns, without pofitive orders 
from the king or the fuperior tribunals, he feigned 
to take up with this promife, all to his requiring, that 
the Indians fliould make it in their own names. But, 
on their appearing before him for that purpofe, he 
perplexed them fo much by his queftions, and intimi- 
dated them fo much by his menaces, and the tone of 
voice with which he uttered them, that, in the end, 
they knew not what they faid. One of them even 
loft his fenfes for feveral days together. 

Don Jofeph d*Avalos, who accompanied Ante- 
quera in this expedition, had fcarce fet out pn his re- 
turn to the Affumption, when he was feized with a fit 
of the apoplexy, which carried him off in two days 
without his ever coming to himfelf again. The ac- 
complices 
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complices in his violences were thofe who regretted 
him leail. For, bcfides that connections foroied by 
guilt cannot produce a fincere frienddiip, they wei^ 
ait jealous of his credit, or could not bear his abu- 
fmg it to domineer over them. On the other hand, 
thofe^ who deteiled him as the author of the evils 
which afflided the province, were not without fomt 
hopes, that by his fuperiority of genius, and the 
aicendant he had gained over that of Antequera, he 
might binder him from pulhing the rebellion to the 
lengths he afterwards did. The Jefuits, in particular, 
thought they had fome realbn to regret him, as Ur- 
runaga, who hated them through paffion, by his 
death came to be the head of the fecret council of a 
party, from whom they already feared every thing 
that afterwards happened. 

This council was now chiefly employed in pre- 
paring memorials for the royal audience of Charcaa 
But, as Antequfera feared the Jefuits might inform 
that fuperior court of feveral things, which could not 
but prejudice it againft him, he omitted nothing to 
jrecoycr their good graces. He began by protefting, 
that he had written nothing againil them or their 
Neophytes. But they knew too much of his adions 
to truft to his words. They knew, that, on his at- 
tempting to oblige feveral perfons in employment to 
fign what he had written concerning them, three of the 
number had immediately refufed to comply; and 
that, two of thefe three having at lafl; yielded, Ozatu 
the third flood out ; and that this firmnefs had in a 
great mcaftire contributed to his diigrace. 

This fecret council had already refblved on the 
ruin of the Jefuits ; and was now employed in pre- 
paring informations, under hand againil them. But 
all thefe fchemes of ambition and revenge did not fo 
,cngrofs Antequera's attention, as to hinder him from 
taking advantage of every opportunity to enrich him- 
ielf i and) . at the fame time, fatiate the infamous 

paflion, 
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paffion, which rendered him the terror of all the mo- 
deft women of the city, whom he was not aftiamed 
to addrefe, when they happened to pleafe him, in a 
manner capable of putting the leaft modeft to thp 
blufh ; and that too without any regard to time or 
place, • though this alone was ftifficient to alienate the 
firft families of the province. It was very fiirprizing, 
that in a nation, which carries further than any other 
its delicacy in this refpeft, a man, who adted with fb 
little referve, (hould have found means to acquire fo 
many adherents, and engage almoft a whole province 
in a revolt. Nothing proves better the afcendant, 
which ambition and avarice pofTefs over all the other 
paiHons. 

But there was ftill lefs reafbn to expeft, that this 
blindnefs could ever Regenerate into a kind of fana^ 
ticifin. Nevcrthelels, a friar, who pafled for Ante- 
quera*s confeflbr, was not aftiamedj from the pulpit 
of the cathedral, to cry up the fliining qualities and 
I eminent virtues of his penitent ; adding, that he was 
'i^' fo much confidered at court, that the king had offered 
him the viceroyalty of Peru ; but that, his great mo- 
deration having made him refufe it, his majefty had 
promoted him to the employment of protedtor of the 
Indians in the royal audience of •Charcas, as it gave 
him an extraordinary opportunity to exercife his 
tender and compaflionate charity towards the mofl 
wretched of rhortals. 

It was the intereft of too many perfons, that all 
this (hould be fwallowed by the public, not to ap- 
prove what the preacher faid ; and they knew fo well 
how to lead the people by the nofe, that moft of the 
audience went out of church thanking God for hav- 
ing given them a governor of fo much merit. Thefe 
applaufes, fo flattering to the ufurper's vanity, were 
fucceeded by a more folid comfort. Some time after, 
he received a decree of the royal audience of Charcas, 
dated the 3d of March 1 723, forbidding^ provifionally, 

and 
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and till the viceroy, to whom this tribunal had fent the 
informations taken at the Aifumption againft Don 
Diego, had declared his intention, and by their chan- 
nel, all manner of perfons, on pain of ten thoufand 
crowns, tp attempt any alteration in the prefent go- 
vernment of the province ; with a requeft and in- 
junftion to the ecclefiaftical judge to punifh feverely 
Do6tor John Cavallero de Bacan, parift prieft of Ya- 
guaron, for the crimes of which they faid he had been 
conviifted. ^ • 

However, the royal audience did not intend, 
that the viceroy's orders (hould not be executed till 
they had paffed through its channel; and, accord- 
ingly, explained itfelf on that head in the molt: 
formal terms, as (bon as it dilcovered what a bad ufe 
had been made of its words. But then it firmly 
replied, as it has fmce protefted in another decree^ 
which we (hall mention in its place, that in an affair 
within its jurifdidtion, and of which it had taken cog- 
nizance, the viceroy would come to no refblution 
without taking its advice. It imagined, befides, that 
one .of its members, efpecially a man of Don Jofeph de 
Antequera'<s abilities, would never take it into his 
head to give the claufe in queftion a meaning fb op- 
pofite to its intentions, or make a bad ufe of it. For 
not only he underftood it in the fenfe which this fo- 
vereign court has always difavowed ; but undertook 
to perfuade the whole province, that the royal audi- 
ence was, on the prefent occafion, fuperior to the 
viceroy himfelf ; and had a right to expedt, that, 
without approbation, nothing injoined by his excel- 
lency, within the extent of its jurifdidtion, could 
be of any force.. This odd pofition he endeavoured 
to prove, by obferving that all the decrees of the 
royal audience were given in the king's name, and 
began with thefe words, Don Lewis^ by the grace of 
God^ &c. whereas the edidts of the viceroy began 
Don Fray Diego Mar alio. 

It 
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It was a long time, before this faife interpretatioa 
of his came to . be knowa at Lima, or La Plata, 
whofe audiences, had they been informed of it, 
would not have failed to explain themfelves in fuch a 
manner as to leave Antequera no ftiadow of ex- 
cufe. This ignorance of theirs was the more un- 
happy, as the viceroy, who fiilpefted fome members 
of the firit of too great an inclination to favour a 
roan of their own body, did not think proper to 
acquaint it with the orders he had*fent to the 
Aflumption, He was, befides, much difpleafed with 
the whole body for having acknowledged An- 
tequera for governor of Paraguay, though rendered 
incapable of that employment by ading as a judge in- 
former againft his predeceflbr ; this confideration 
made his excellency iffue a frefti order to Antequera 
to return to La Plata, to re-affume the exercife of his 
charge on pain of fix thousand livres ; and another or- 
der, which the royal audience was charged to fee punc- 
tually executed, that Don Diego de los Reyes ftiould 
be immediately acknowledged governor of Para- 
guay. This fecond order was followed by a leiti^r in 
which the viceroy informed that court, that, having 
communicated to Father Garriga, vifitor of the Je- 
foits of Paraguay, all the charges brought by Ante- 
quera againft them, this fadier had anfwercd them in 
io folid a manner, that neither himfeif, nor the royal 
audience of Lima, could any longer doubt of his 
being guilty of the blackeft calumnies. 

The viceroy, before he had written this fecond let- 
ter to the royal audience of La Plata, had received 
one from that court importing, that riiey judged it 
requifite, that Antequera fhould b,e recalled from 
Paraguay, fince he had finifhcd the bufinefs for which 
he had been fent there. To this letter he made an- 
fwer, that the true motive for recalling him (hould be 
his behaviour in that province, and the trouble and 
confufion, with which he had filled it •, " which would 

never 
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never have happened, added the viceroy, had you 
attended to the law^ which forbids the perfon named 
to fucceed a governor to a&. as judge informer againft 
him.*' He then expatiated on the offences committed 
againft him by fome of its members, and declared 
that he would complain of them to his majefly. 
Thefe threats made fiich an impreffion on the royal 
audience, that they made him all the fatisfadioa he 
could reaibnably wifh for; afTured him, that they 
had given no credit to what had been written to the 
difadvantage of the miflionaries, and that they were 
changed that his excellency and the royal audience 
of Lima had done the lame juftice to thefe fathers. 

The viceroy's orders, which we juft now mentioned, 
were very far from being received at the Aflumption, 
in the fame manner with the letters written by him to 
the royal audience of La Plata. Antequera forgot 
himfelf fo far on the receipt of them, that he openly 
avowed his refolution to maintain himfelf in his go- 
vernment in fpite of all the difpatches he might re- 
ceive from Lima ; and it muft be owned, that this 
refolution of his, and the whole tenor of his iiibfe- 
quent behaviour, might have given rife to a report 
that (ince obtained of his aiming at nothing lefs, 
than the fovereignty of Paraguay. He even refblved 
not to have any more communication with the royal 
audience of La Plata, from which he faw. he could 
not for the future exped any proteftion. 

The viceroy's orders directed : firft, that Don Die- 
go de los Reyes, and thofe who on his account had 
been deprived of their employments, fhould be re- 
inflated ; with an exprefs inhibition, however, to 
Don Diego to take any ftep againft thofe, who had 
contributed to his being difpiaced ; it being thebufi- 
neft of the ordinary tribunals to profccute them. 
Secondly, that the effedts cpnfifeated by Don Jofeph 
de Antequera fhould be immediately reftored to the 
owners. Thirdly, that himfelf fhould immediately 

quit 
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quit the province of Paraguay, and appear in pcribn 
before his tribunal without pafling through La Plata ; 
that he (hould bring with him the minutes of all the 
cdids he had iffued, which henceforward were de- 
clared to be null and of no effect -, and all on pain of 
ten thoufand crowns. 

To in fur e obedience to theft orders, the viceroy 
addreiTcd them to Don. Balthazar Garcia Ros, the 
king's lieutenant at Rio de la Plata, and formerly 
governor of Paraguay ; and invefted him with all 
the powers neceflary to execute them, enjoining him 
to caufe both to be publifhed, as foon as he received 
them, in the great fquare of Buenos Ayres. And left 
this officer (hould not be able to repair to Paraguay^ 
the viceroy named no lefs than three perfons to fup- 
,ply his place. Laftly, as the execution of this com- 
miflion was attended with ibme danger, his exceU 
Icncy, to prevent its bei-ng declined on that account, 
added a penalty of four thoufand crowns againft 
thofe, who Ihould refufe to accept of it without a 
Ia\f ful excufe. The viceroy ne?ct declared, that, if 
any officer, civil or military, forrhed.the leaft obftacle 
to the execution of his orders, he (hould, befides 
paying a fine proportioned to the greatncis of his 
guilt, be ftript of his employment, and banilhcd all 
the provinces fubjedt to the kingdom of Peru. 

Don Balthazar, or the perfpn on whom in his ab- 
fcnce this commiffion might happen to devolve, was 
authorized, in cafe he had reafon to apprehend any 
refiftance, to call to his affiftance, wherever he 
thought proper, the civil and military powers. And, 
.left Antequera and his accomplices fhould affign the 
fear of being expbfed to the refentment of Don 
Diego, in cale he (hould be reftored to his govern- 
ment by force, as a rea on for not obeying the vice- 
roy's orders, the per ion, who executed thc^^ was to 
govern the province in chief, till peace and order 
ftiould be perfectly reftored. This difpatch was da- 
ted 
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ted the eighth -of June, and had not been domhiUnH 
cated to the royal audience. of Cb*rcai8. , - \^ . . i 

This choice of Don BaHhazar Garcia Roa, toj^x^- 
cute a comniiiliQn of fo miiich importance^ wat the! 
raore Judicious, as, while' this, officer governed the: 
province of Paraguay, he bad gained the confi-* 
dence and efleem of all the jphabttants. Ai^tequbra, 
however, found means to perfoade the greateftrpai^t 06 
theui, that it would be the faine thing ■^th0Ki,: 
whether they had him for comniahdant, QrJE)ipnPtego. 
for governed, as they v^er© imim^te frieiidsi and 
they had, befides, nothic^ ,tQ« hope, from. ihc.firft^ 
auii, every: thiagito? fear from^th^ latter. ; It^poa this,^ 
. ibey. , refolvied n^t to receive, qi^e or the atjie^^ aor 
aipry other .tperfon • of the • viceroy's nomination ^ but 
tli^en they tlioi^ht : proper to keep this ; r^olutlp^ A 
i^ety till Don Piego*s commiflion, andi.-! he; ivfee-^ 
ro^'s ordersj of wihich no^^:^ojjint: had-aftr^et beea 
received but by private leitei:s,:>fe0utd bo^ notified; t» 
thiem in dl»e,fpfi^,^ / : . , = :-"• r;:. » 

. ;lioN Di^ib.addiredledjbiS 0ommii5ofl::ft)feir&a 
Eton Aug^il;i0, r/ecommeddtng to him, / abdV&lfaU 
things, to contrive .mat^r^.-fe*. tliat A.nte(jacra.nii|ht 
not be ablecrt<>;^oy. its bft^fis^ been nQti^alif:.:Foc 
thisjreafo% Antequera having :prpmyed:[|o^ffift;-R|-a 
kind of tilt, : which ;berfcl^ljtfsj of thef jj^iytefwene 
to perforav in -the fquare btfore- their coll^;c(, ^c^\ the 
fsm of St. J IgnatiHS's dqy^AjDoihjftugiiftiQ^ rthevmii? 
meqt .Anteg^i^«:at, made bisraipj^^aftce, C^bwai bya 
nunnewusrfjl^inuey^f the i^iviiC tarid militajry; offik:ers 
aiiHi ; princip^lij^h^^ants >gf ^-!lhe^ place, drewirup' to 
hifB» accompapigtiMfey'tM^l^c^ ; -Ibewe^rhim 

the diipateh?? of^tbo* viGer<>y»riir^lf>ivour of ibis iftther; 
and. reqvi'iradt him to ^(femble t^ .corporation), ijaor- 
'd€irfix>receiy^ theminduefarfn; . -=r ^' 

.. i ANTE<ipi^iRfA,tDok thq 4tfpat<thes, fell foul -of Dca^ 
jA#guftin- and ;t|ip/tv!rop^ef- clergymen,-, And' Ificpc 
't)|f m prifoners for three days in the veftry of the ca- 

VoL. 11. M thedral. 
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thtdtAiS6ttie of thofej who accompanted hm^ 
having fuggeftcd, that- the Jcfiiits might have con- 
trived^this f4an for I>dn lAuguftm, the thoughts^ of 
k'^ inAmedj^teiy awakened dli his hatred againft theie 
»figiwfiw'-' Bttt Father Pa\il Reftivo, redder of the 
college, having upon^ thi&' ibkmnly protefted, that 
neidi^r henoF a^y of his- brethren knew any thing 
of ©op- Aciguftin*s intentions, fee' feemed to be fatfe- 
fied^' as father Reft bo was generally aitbwed to be a 
mali^f ^gi^at uprigbtnefi and probity; ' 

The paflibn^ into whiGhthe receipt of llie vicei^oy^s 
difpflitches had thtvywn 'Antequei^ . encreafing greatly 
ori fheptfetifal of theni, he vested lii£anger on D6ti 
FrttiQis de Arce, wh6 w'as on^ of riie officers naitoed • 
to replace Don Balthazar Garcia * Ros, in cafe lie 
tould not repair- to. Paraguay. He'fconfifcated all his 
cflSsds^'Jbrdered hiiart-to* be ^ondtfiked, in a very/H*-^' 
decent tpasner, to a c^ia^ anid kbpt there as IbtTg 
aa he continued maflier- of- the province. But* his 
chief aim being to fecure Don Diego^s perfon,' h^ 
ieemed 'ftilly refolved, in' cafe he cbufd fitot do it, to 
make away with him, ahd feiac Oft^allfei^^^^^s/' y 
r Bon- ^i>iego had - ftopt - in oi^ of tlie Giiaraiii 
tediiftitos,' where 4ler^^eceived a letter "from the king^ 
exprdlfihg « 4he gfeilt^Tati^a£tion-iail'h4s c6ndii£bMti 
gmcrat, ^id particiritttily -approving fttch ' parts olF -itj 
as^hadjbe^n accoiinted^ crimes in the information^ 
dcawnrbp aeainft ltini>' fAsvhe wiftisd to render thia 
fM^epubKc, he thdil|ft«'^pT<5per le^add td it a copy 
of biS' neW'comrtifffioBy atteftedbyanotary, and for 
fhis;»ui<polb repaiijed^toCorrientei?, wHere^ as.befng 
within the governrriekt -of' Rio de'laPJita, he ifiia- 
ginW he (houW haV6 'ndthmg to feair ftdm his die- 
miefi^i c ^tt An teqtiem • no fooner heard - ^ hk hH ttg 
there, than he difpafcbed two barks fttHJcSf foWler^i 
a»]|3er the command of: hk trufty Ramon de ks Lla~ 
nasi \)(^ith orders 10^ vav^y off ^Don '^iH^o •; reckoning 
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the more on tbe f^i^ccefsof ^tbis eDterprize, . ap h^, had 
a«good correfpondence at Corriientes. 

Ramon, on hi&.arriyal at.Corrientes, immediatfl/ 
gave out, that he had di^atches H>f tbe Jail: : impor-.. 
tanoe for Don Diego ; and Don 'Diego, therefore, 
impatient to knpw : what refolution they hat) coniQ to 
at the AflumptioQ in regard to the viceroy's 
orders, m^de no difficulty of admitting hiai> to his 
apartment. Accordingly RftiRoq repaired: there late, 
in tjie eveningof the 28th pf^uguft, but took care 
tp^ -be followed- by thirty men xy^li arpied, wbp, by 
favour of the Aight^ made their way to-.the room, 
where Rapipi) v(j^ ponverfipg with Don Pkgo, car* 
ried him off withot^i refifta^qe, feized i^qn all his; 
papers, hurried fairn on board* as. they found bimv in. 
hi&night-gQW!n,r!and,. by row-iiig as^h^d as theyccryld^, 
fciotti .arrived .ftt. /the. AffumptipiJi iw^here, . Anteqv<erar 
imniediat^ly ordered him not br^ly ff^ be ib^t ^p in ?4 
dungeon fcloii^ with: an iron grate, but to befail^edl 
hy^a^ great cbainv -which, b$arw)g upon his:'§h|£(ty 
4«ir^e.gave hirn liberty to b^eatbf. ; He thfniigfey.Q 
him into the '^hargg of thofe who w^re mpft concer p* 
^d not to let him efcape,, with R^mon at tbejr head^ 
who' 9ftcn hi^d^fe^fhis vi^^als tQ.be bro9gh)j7him^, 
and permittied rhts ig^wds tp ofkf, /him al) tfa^ \nfi)ips 
ihcsytboughtprQper.i,. •: .-:,.. .1 
L Tuj£ news ©fcbfefeyiplencf^.wa^ received atBj^f|ijQ$ 
Ayr^s with eqv»l furprize. sifed-bdignaltion. ? In tfe^ 
mean time, the ipijijgiftr^tes of (Jorrientcs .didh.not 
irV^ifcfoc their gpyr^Ffior's orders; to i; do. what br>Q6rt>^ 
thekTi<)n this occafion ; they fejt>torte Of theit brethren 
to the Allumptipn., to complain of Don DiagcjrV* be^ 
log' carried off from. a city, which did not depejid/oya 
the province of Paraguay, and require his beiag .ftt 
jat liberty. Btit^ ihifi'deputy, b&ppening to be pucl of 
khe prifoner's fertet enemies, acquitted himfelf-of his 
cpirimiffion HIcq; g^q who hj^d. not the fugcds of it 
greatly at heart> rAntequera, on his fide, having 

M 2 * anfwered 
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anfwered the letter written to him by the magiflrratcs 
of Corrientes with the greateft haughtineis, they 
i^t hid tofWer, with the judicial confirmations con- 
ccming the carrying off of Don Diego, to the vice- 
roy. 

The inhabitants of the Airan[>ption were now in 
the greateft impatience to know what Antequera 
would do with his prilbner; but he did 'not think 
proper to take any refolution in regard to him, or at 
leaft to make it known, till he fhoukl receive an an* 
fwer to a letter which he had written to the Royal 
Audience of las Charcas to juftify the late proceedingjs ; 
and, no anfwer coming, his adherents attributed' the 
filence of that tribunal to the intrigues of the Jeftiits ; 
and, therefore, wrote to Don Pedro t'axardo, Wftbp 
of Biienos Ayres, ia lettefr like that which they wrote 
to him two years before, and of which he gave hi» 
m^efty an accoiiht in that which we have already rfe-- 
kted. To this letter they added a printed manifefto 
of Don B!emardin:de Cardenas againft the Jefttit*, 
and a memorial of brother Vrllalon,'' his agent at' 
Madrid^ not knowing, it is probable, that thefc- (Wo 
pieces had been receded with fcorn by the royal 
council of the Indies, and itigmati^ed by the holy 
c^e^ as ftuffed with evident afnd bitre-faced calilm- 
nies. They likewife reprefented Don *Difego, in their 
fetter, as the worft (5f men ; ^kclaim^d againft the 
injufttce of the tribUnaH of P^ru^ who oppofed the 
good' intentibns of Don Jofeph de Antequera, on 
whom they lavirtied the moll magnificent ^ncdttii^ 
unfis. They concluded by enveighing againft the Re- 
du6ti6n Indians, whom they reprefented as fo many 
wild beafts, led by paftors who were enemies-to ail 
lawful authority. i . . 

But, as they could .entertain no hopes of beiiJg 
able to chaogti Don Pedro Faxardo's opinion of thefe 
taiatters, they, after publiftiing their letter to him, 
addrefled the king by a manifefto, dated the loth of 

November, 
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November, in the names of all the members of the 
fecuiar chapter of the Affumption, in which, after 
fiimming up the mod violent charges that were ever 
brought in writing againft the Jefuits, they befeeched 
his m^jefty not to coniider the informations he might 
receive from the biOiop of Buenos Ayres, but as the 
effeds of his blind prevention in favour of thefe 
religious. After this, fpeaking of the governors of 
Paraguay who had preceded Don Jofeph de Ante- 
quera, they were not afraid to affirm, that moft of 
them had violated ail the laws, pillaged the royal 
treaiure, -and opprcffed the people ; that Don Jofeph 
de Antequera was, in a manner^ the only one, who 
had (hewed himfelf worthy to fill tlaat important 
ilation 4 and moil capable, by his zeal/ his prudence, 
4ind his difintereftednefs, to indemnify this unhappy 
province for the lofles it had' (uflferjed, and the evils 
it had endured. They finiOied by conjuring. his ma- 
jefty, not ta gjive therii any other governor; to ex- 
pel the Jefuits from thereduftions ; to give up feven 
pf thefe redudtions to the inhabitants to be held in 
command ; and appropriace the reft to the fervice of 
the capital, which was greatly in want of theni. 
This noanifefto foon fpread over Paraguay, and the 
•neighbouring provinces v but it is very uncertain 
.whether or no it was eyer prcfented to hismajefty, or 
his council of the Indies. 

Jn the mean time, Don Balth^ar Garcia Rps had 
jio fooner received advice of what had lajtely happened 
in Paraguay^ than he haftencrf his departure for that 
province. On hi^ arrival at Gorrientes, he wrote a 
letter to the fcoikr chapter in general, and others to 
Antequera, and the ruling Alcaldes and Regidors in 
.particular, to give them notice of his commiflion: 
But Antequera, inftead of paying any regard to this 
ootice, again reprefented to the inhabitants qf the 
Affumption, what they had to apprehend . from tlifi 
arrival of t\iis commandant and his trcops ; took 

M $ notice 
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notice to tHem, that, as the orders given tbeixi by the 
royal audience of Ics Charcas, not to make any alte- 
ration in the government of the province, were ilill 
in full force, fince that Ibvereign court had never re- 
called them, they could not be fefe in receiving Don 
Balthazar, whofe commiilion bad not been regiilered 

by it. 

However, as he did not care to leave any room 
for imputing to him the refufal he thus fuggefted, 
he infifted on its being referred to the deliberation of 
a general aiTembly, but not till it had been refolved 
in his . private council, that, when he acquainted the 
aflembly with the rcafons of their being called toge- 
ther, he Ihould be requefted to withdraw, in order to 
leave all the members at liberty to fpeak their mind 
freely. This aflembly was appointed for the 1 3th of 
December 5 and orders were, accordingly, fent to the 
provifor of the bwlhopric, the fuperiors of all the re- 
ligious orders, and all thoJe who had a place in the 
civil or ecclefiailick chapters, to meet on that day at 
the town-houfe, and at a certain hour. But it is very 
probable, that- none of the clergy appeared there. 

Don Jofeph de Antequera opened the aflembly by 
a very ftudied difcourfe, in which he affedted a great 
deal of indifference to retain or abdicate the govern- 
inent^ which they had, he faid, obliged him to accept. 
He then defired every one prefisnt to fpeak his miiid 
Yreely, without any favour or afFeftion to him, as 
he was very ready to facrifice his iriterefts to the good 
of the publick, having nothing more at heart than 
the fervice of God and the king, and the welfare gf 
the province. He infifted greatly on this laft article, 
and reprefented in a few words the inconveniencies of 
every refolution they could take. - As loon as he had 
fipilhed, Don Antonio Ruez de Arellano, firft alcal- 
de, begged of him, as it had been: preyioufly con- 
certed, to withdraw, and he immediatly, complied . 

• . . i • The 
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. The -alferez royai, Don Denis^ de Otazu, whom 
tliey could only fufpend from the fundtionsof his- 
employment, was the firfl: to fpeak. He faid, he 
covid not fee how it was poflible for them, either in- 
interefl: or dwty, to refufe obedience to the viceroy.. 
But be was the only man to fay fo. The reft, to a- 
man, voted againft receiving any governor or com- 
mandant but Um who at prefent aded as iiich, till 
they had m^de nioll humble reprefentations to the 
viceroy, and had befeeched his excellency, if he in- 
lifted upon fending another, to choofe him in the 
royal audience of Charcas, or .at leaft any whefe but: 
in the provinces of Tucuman, Rio de la Plata, and 
Paragijiay. Wben all the members had givei) their 
i^jMuion, Don Jofeph was defired to come in again. 
On his entering the room, he threw his command^nt'^;. 
ftaffon the floor; but they conjured him to ,t^ke it 
*up again^ till the governor had given hk^ fuch a fuc^^ 
iCeflQr as they had refolvecj to a(k him. 

After this, all thofe, who had received letters 
from Don 5ajthazar, ahfwered them, and gaye.hiii> 
to underftand, jhat his arrival at Corrientes with 
troops had occafioned a general cojjfternation all over, 
the province ^ and that, in the prefent poftMjre of af- 
fairs, it would be impoffibie to receive hxtj^, >yithour 
expofing it to the greateft misfortune$, .^nd. fuch. as 
could not but be very prejudicial to bis majefty's fer- 
vice; that they begged him to fend them a copy of 
the di(patchcs which he hsicj received from the vice- 
roy, that when they wrote to his excellency, they 
might be able to explain themfelves properly : in 
fine, that, to give the ftorm, with which t$ey were 
threatened, time to difperfe, it was proper .he (hould 
defer entering the province, Antequera wrote him 
pretty much in the fa^e- ft rain. AH thefe letters 
were dated the 26th of Deceipber. 

M 4 Don 
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Don Balthazar received them, juft as he 
1724. was preparing to pafs the Tcbiquari ; and he 
1729. immediately .replied, that he was coming to the 
^^•^">^"**-' Affumption, there tp explain, in perfon, the 
viceroy's . orders, and be more precifely inforpied 
what they had to objecft to them. Thofe, therefore, 
who had written to him already, wrote tp him again 
the third of January 1 724; and their letter was figned 
by the Alcaldes lately eledled for the current year. 
They added to this letter the deliberations of the 
thred councils, that had been held on this affair : and 
a fummons, in the name of Don Jofeph de Ante- 
quera, to leave the province in cafe he had already 
Entered -It, pn pain of the fine mentioned in the de- 
cree of the royal apdience of Charpas dated the 3d 
of March of ^ the preceding year. 

The packej containing thefe papers was delivered 
to Don Balthazar by Captain Gonzalo Ferreira Al- 
calde of the Holy Hermandad, at the head of one 
hundred men, well armed. Upon this, Don Diego, 
who, not being very well efcorted did not think pro- 
per to have any difference with people, whom he faw 
difpofed to keep no longer any meafures with him, 
thought proper to return to Buenos Ay res. However, 
left the rebels fhould take it into their heads to at- 
tempt rnaking themfelves maflers of the redudlions 
on trie Parana', he refplved to take them in his way in 
order. to r6-inforce thofe which were moft expofed, by 
fome detachments from the refl. But Father de la 
Rocca^ Provincial of the Jefuits, who happened at 
this time to be vifiting them, begged him' to con- 
fider, that Don Jofeph deAntequera would turn the 
leafl: preparations of war made by the Jefliits, into ^ 
pretext for driving them out of their college ; and 
^ven give them up to the Guaycurus, if their Indians 
Ihould take up armsagainft him. 

During thefe tranfaftipns, Don Bruno Maurice de 
ZaVala, Camp Marfhal of his Catholic Majefty's 

forces. 
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forces, and Governor of Rio de la Plata, who pro- 
bably made no doubt of Don Balthazar's being ac- 
tually at the head of the Province of Paraguay, had 
ient there for afliftance againft the Portuguefe, who 
threatened the port of Monte Video, the only fort 
the Spaniards retained on the Eaftern banks of the 
River, fince Philip V. had, in confequence of the trea* 
ty of Utrecht, ceded the colony of the Blefled Sacra- 
ment to the King of Portugal. The court of Liflbon 
pretended, that, in virtue of this ceffion, ail the 
coaft, from the ancient limits of Brazil to the colony 
of the Blefled Sacrament, was to be confidered as 
part of Brazil itfelf: But the court of Madrid, not 
allowing this pretenfion to bejuft, ordered tlie gover- 
nor .of Rio de la Plata to fortify Monte Video, in 
order to fecure the navigation of the river. The 
fortifications of this poft were not as yet, however, 
enough advanced to leave nothing to fear from the 
Portuguefe, who were coming in great numbers to 
attack it. 

• Antequera thought this a favourable opportu- 
nity to get rid of all thofe he fufpedted, and (hewing 
at the fame time, a great deal of zeal for the King's 
(ervice. He difpatched a confiderable detachment co 
Buenos Ay res ; and, left it fliould be imagined that 
this detachment had weakened his forces, he aflfeded 
to give out that'he bad ftill five th6u(and good troops, 
ready to maintain him in his government ; and that 

* he could muftcr a great deal more to make himfdf 
at any time mafter of the redudions on the Parana. 

This enterpriie againft the Parana reductions was 
now become the only topick at the Aflumption. 
The hopes of coming in for a (hare of thefe Indians, 
in the diftribution that was to be made of them, added 
daily new recruits to Anteqaera's party ; (bine 
ecclefiafticks, and even (bme religious, not blufhing 
to pay their court to the Ufurper, by blaming the con- 
dud of the Paftors of thele reductions, in order to 

benefit 
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beneBt by the ruin of them. I have not been aUe 
to di (cover, if the auxiliary troops fent by Ante* 
quera ariived time enough to have a (hare in the 
deliverance of Monte Video ; but it is certain, that, 
{o early as the month of January of this year, $i' 
great number of the reduction Indians were employed 
on the fortifications 'Of that piace^ and continued to 
Avork on them till they were finifhed. The following 
is a letter, which Don Bruno .Maurice de Zavala 
wrote to his Majefty concerning them, from Buenos^ 
Ayres, the aSth of the feme month. 

** Sire, 

I muft affure your Majefty, that, as often as there 
bas been a neceflity for employing the Tapez Indians, 
who are under the conduft of the Fathers of the 
company, either in the field, or on the fortifications 
of places, I always found in thofe.who governed 
them a furprizing readinefs, and a ipoft ardent ^eal, 
to ferve your Majefty. A confiderable number of 
Jthefe Indians are adually employed on the works 
carrying on at Monte Video ; and they pufli them 
on with diligence and fpirit, which thofe alone, who 
have ieen them, can have any idea of; and that 
without any other falary but the coarie proviiions 
which are daily diftributed amongft them. . 

I AM far from exaggerating, when I fpeak to 
Your Majefty ; yet I dare affure you, that, without 
the alfiftance of ;the(e Indians, the fortificatioinS under- 
taken at Monte Video, and on the citadel of thisplace, 
could never have ♦ been completed, the foldiers, Spa- 
niih workmen and labourers, and the Indians of tlie 
ncighboiu-hood, who work by the day, not being 
able to fupport the fatigue for any length of time. 
The laft are pretty pundual for the fir ft three or 
four days ; but, that term expired^ they require being 
paid before hand. But, whether they get money or 

no, 
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no, they often leave their work, and are no longer 
to' be found. An averfion to labour and reftraint are 
{o rooted in them, that it is impoi&bl^ to get any 
good of /them. 

There is an iirfinitc difference between thde flug- 
gifti Indians, and thofe governed by the miiflionari^ 
of the company. It is impoffibje to cxprefs, wi;b 
what docility and ccmftaacy the latter obey all the 
orders they receive for your Majefty's fervice. They 
never give the leaft caufe of murmur or complaint -, 
never fail to repair pundlually to their work- at the 
hours appointed; and, befides, edify all thofe who 
fee them by their piety, and the regularity of their 
condutt, which, next to God, caft only be attri- 
buted to the wifdora of thofe who govern them. 
Accordingly, I have been often alTured by the 
bifhopof this city, that he never vifited them in 
their own habitations without being charmed with 
the\ devotion of the inhabitants of both fexes, aDd 
with their dexterity in all handicraft works. 

Though fome evil-minded perfons make it their 
-bufinefs,' through jealoufy or other motives, to decry 
the Zealand the moft pure intentions of a company, 
which every where renders fuch great fer vices, and 
particularly in America, they never will be able to 
cloud the truth of thefe fafts, of which an infinite nunv 
ber of perfons are witneffes; what I tell your Majefty 
of diefc fathers, is not with a view of crying them 
up, but in order to give you a faithful account, fuch 
as you have a right to expeft from a loyal liibjeit ; 
and to put you upon your guard again ft the falfe 
imprefilons, which ipme artful and malicious perfpns 
mightattempt to iraake upon you, by renewing the 
complaints and accuiations which your Majelty has 
fo often defpifed. 

I MUST further acquaint your Majefty, that the 
Indians of the three towns formed in the neighbour- 
hood 



-. I 
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hood of this city, would be much more happy, if 
thofe charged with the government of them followed 
the method traced out by the Fathers of the Com- 
pany in their miffions. Thefe three towns arc not 
-very populous ( yet the curates, the corregidors and 
the alcaldes of them are conftantly at variance ; an^i 
it is no ca^' matter to find priefls willing to take 
care of them; as the great number of thofe, wlio 
have deierted thefe parifhe^ diiguils almoft all the 
ecciefialticks I thould choofe to place over them. It 
is merely. Sire, to fatisfy one of my principal ohji- 
gations, that I here expofe the important fervices bf 
the Tapez Indiana *, who are under the care of the 
Jeluits, with whofe jealous attachment to your (ervice, 
your Majefly is \vell acquainted* I make no doubt 
but you will give them proofs of your royal clemency 
and bounty. For my part, I (hall never c^fe to 
offer my prayers for the prefervation of your Majefty, 
which is (o eflential to the welfare of Chriftendom. 
Buenos Ayres, the 28th of May, 1724^ P. Bruw 
Maurice de Zavala*. 

Don Bruno had lately received a letter from the vic«r 
roy, dated the eleventh of January, by which his ex- 
cetlency invefted him with all his authority, tore-efta- 
blifli order and ftibordination iri the province of Para- 
-guay . • But, as his prefence when he received thefe dif- 
patches, was ftill requifite at Buenos Ayres ; and Don 
Balthazar Garcia Ros arrived there in the mean time, 
he charged him, in virtue of a power given him for 
that purpofe, with the commillion, which he himfelf 
could not execute ; and ordered him to fet out as foon 
as pofiibJe for the AiTumption. The Coadjutor^^f 
the ^ifhoprick of Paraguay, lately arrived- from 
Peru,- thought proper to take advantage of this 

* I fcave already tsftcn notice that this name is often given to 
all the Indians ofthe Uraguay redii^ions, though the Tape? luajke 
but pari of them. 

opportunity 
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opportunity to get to the diocefci with whidi he had.. 
been entrufted. 

-This Prelate, whofe name wfl5 Don JofephPalos^ 
is to ad in this hiftoiy a part fo worthy of his cha- 
radter, that 1 think it rcqiiifite to make the reader 
well acquainted . with him, before I bring him into 
adlion.;! Ihali feyjnothing of him, but on the tes- 
timony of Don Jofephdereralta, of the order of St.. 
Dominick, bifhop' of Buenos Ay res, and appointed, 
a little before his death, to the fee of La Paz, oqe of 
the m©ft illuftrioits prelates who ever appeared in 
this part of the workl. Don Jofeph Palos was borft 
at Moritta in the kingdom of Vahsncia ; and entered: 
very young into • the order of St. Francis, in whicli? 
he tav^u philofophy4md divinity with great appkiufe^ 
acqiutted himfdf with honour of the moft impor* 
taut employments, and governed abnoft all theconfid 
derabk convents, of. his order, iai Spain 4 he then 
'j^flbd* over to Mexico^ and from thence into fevetal 
provinces of South America, where he was ohafrged 
with aifairs of the greatell conieqtience. At lait, 
he obtained leave^ta retire intoi one of the ladian 
irddu&ttons, whioh the Fatbefs of Sk^ Francis! ; : iDiiert 
gdi^^erned, in the mipuntainscaUadj£iGrrdi/tf Ar-&/j 
whercy entirely taken up witHtheiaWation of fcodls 
and his own iani^iication, . and vrith^oi ever dreaniiing 
of his being known at the court of Spain, he -was 
very much (urprifed to hear, that' the King.. bad 
named him titulary : btfl^op of Tanilum in Mauritania, 
and coadjutor of 'the AiiumptioQiof Paraguay, whole 
bidiop was detained in Spain-, by iudi' habitual infirt 
mities^ as never* permitted him'^6 fee his diocefe.: 

DoK Jofeph Visual to re-^ilablift fobordinationi^d 
order in a province^ which* lae foijind revohed agaiiiit 
:all authority both human and divine; and ,the fuQ> 
oefs, which crowned his immenie labours for ttiat pur* 
pofe, induced the^ King to. of&r him a fee much more 

confiderable 
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conliderabk than that of Paragtiay. But bje befeechcd 
Ills Majefty to let him did in his church, which was 
become to him a fpoufe of bloed; and he, in fadt, 
died there very poor, on Good Friday of the year! 
1738 ; after fpending all his revenues in reiieviqg the 
neceflltousy and enriching and enrtbeliiftiinghis eatbe* 
draK which he bad found ilript of; every thing to a 
moft fcandalons degree* 

1725. .The firft news he heard^ on his^v^lat' 
1729- • Buenos Ayres from Peril, where he hdd.beiSa? 
vrv*^ confecrated^ was, that po/ci fialthazaf Grareb: 
Ros was making preparations . to bring the F^ii*: 
^uay rebels to leafon by force/ if fair mean^ihoOld.^ 
he found ineffcdlial>: :Don BaJthasar was vesy d^ 
Urom^ that the prelate ihould acco'nRpany hiih;. buti 
Dim Jofcph PabSi thought it did .not become a. biBfiop 
to take polTeiHbnsdf hs9 church, as 9f.a garri(bn.. Hq 
even took pains fib ^ake Don Maurice: de Ziv^ 

defer his militoxy'-proceading^v^^^iH he bad brbughq' 
wcHfdsbf peace tohiS flopk^as bccbmeagood flio^ 
Irerd. But the governor having anfw'ered him^ iftet 
h was' as much:. as; bis head was)::wprth.to delay' tevtif 
fe:Jittfe the . exccutioo: of the;rV:icct6y*s qrder^ ill) 
ib6light propel h&t jtd! accompany' Doa Baltb^rafldftiilk^ 
therlthan ihQ redut^on of Kings, being tte rytmtn 
fd< &Aenos Ayresy: iwhere they arrived the 20th/ of 

i Fr DM . tlicrice: Don. Balthazar wrote to Father 
Xhcnias de Rofe, fup^ior general f>f the iredudlioos; 
to rblnif^ him/Out ttttd thoufafid Indians,: and order 
nmieis fa,. thii(t:liQ^fliould fiod ahem before hjm^ioH 
the TebiquaricDfuplotely armed and- accQutreji^. ao4 
mth ammumtJofi .and pi^vifions, for; two moQihs. 
JHe fent 'orders by tbefame c<Atric;^,toiDon Jerom Een- 
-ijaihdea, the Kiog'$>li«utenant'at Conlientes, tOk.hcJd 
•two huiidred Spaoliarxi^ . in readineis to march 01? the 
'iirft: notice, He.red^wicd, bcfidfe^ .on the militia qf 
.; ..-. . La 
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La ViOa and the Holy Gholl ; but aa epidemical 
difeafe, which raged in thefe two httle towns, hindered 
them from f urnilhing him with more than fifty mcn^ 
who joined him in fpite of all the threats employed 
by Anrequera to prevent it. Several other Spaniard?; 
repaired to his colours,, moft of them inhabitants of 
riie Aflumption, who had- ftolen out of it privately, 
in order to avoid the violences of the heads of th«- 
I'ebelUon. 

. Don Balthazar, on his arrival at^ the Te- 1724. . 
biquari^ found there^ the two thotrfand .In- 1729. 
^anshe had (ent for;«aod the night of^ the >-S<->^ 
ph 0f ! Auguft quietly crofled the ri^er at tlieir head y 
Ramon de las Lianas, who was pofted on the- other 
fide with two hundred' men, not daringto make ^he 
leaft Qppofition. j^ot^' having reu-eiited to a farm 
houfe, at no great diftance, he nsade a ilraiid there^ 
and fent to fummon Don Balthazar; in the name bf 
Anteqts^ra^ and in vlhtie of tlie decree of the Royal 
Audfenic© of Charcas of the 28thio£ Match, 1 725^ 
to- leave-^be province of Pai-aguay* The general 
havin'g received thii^^^fiirximons with the contempt, it 
deferved, ( Ramon imia^ediatly fent^tortbe AiTumptkftl 
j|n adCOunt of whatr-haid^ :happe»ed, atiid for orders 
howt© pri3ce^d for' the future. m : 

OH^his^'meilengof'd arrival, Antec^aieira ordered a 
grtcit :gutf to be firedv^ being the fignat appointed fot 
tht tr(5ops .to aiTemble by. Then', iinding that tbt 
inhabitants w^re in no gr^t hurry^itotake up arms^ 
hegffv^ ofaf, that 'he had received a letter from Don 
Balthazar, in which he threatened, in icafe they made 
the feaft refiftance, to reduce the Aflttmpfion t&alhes, 
put ^ftllthemen in it to the rword,iand> deliver ih^ 
W^fde^fe the Indians of the redad^ions, accordi4:](g^6 
the"prbmife he had gfvpn^thc JefeitSN Hehad fince 
the-^fufanco to Repent 'the fame faifehood in a letter 
^ritteh . by him fr^ato^ ^hiS' prifon atf Lima to the coad^ 

jutor 
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jmor of Paraguay ; as likewife in an apologetic 
memorial, which he caufcd to be printed, and in 
which he cited two perfons (who have fince contra- 
dicted him) as having affurcd him of thefe being Dan- 
Balt^iazar's intentions. This trick, however, whidi 
Ihodd have natnrally eng^ed ail the inhabitants to 
receive Don Balthazar, bad a contrary ejEFeiSl, as An- 
ttquera had taken care to make fitre of the principal 
men, and the corporation. As to what he added 
coacerning thejefuits, he bad his own views in doinjg 
it It w^s neccflary to render them odious, in order 
ro tnfore <ucceis•'tlp^a project, which he had been a. 
lodfig time thinking: of, and which we (halUpeedily 
iec him carry into execution. , 

The rcadinefs of tlie inhabitants to take up arm^^- 
on the report of thefe defigns . ^ainft them, .greftely' 
wceeded his hopes. The fear pf .being confoundV 
erf with the rebels ei:^ag^ the fnpft niQder^te in ^ \ 
rcbeWion, and eveia^ thole wto h^d hitherto, perfifted 
in their loyalty,, fo as to give Anteqviera grounds; to 
hope, that he might be able to make hepdi^ainft 
Po© Balthazar. A day, therefore, was appotniedipi 
taking the field' and marching up to hiitt; .»o<iilhat 
yi^ry day there appeared an eidifi, ; purport ii^jbst^. by 
the advice of the Regidors, therAJcaldes, and all the 
ietolar.Chaptei^, -the Jefuits ftiouki leave the city in 
fbr0e hoursw Short as this wjarning was, *i(i,,^^f#fed 
iw long to fome, ,wlio werecfofiiwttering .^owo |he 
church and colkgQ of thefe fathers, in qafe.tb^y: did 
laot immediately: retirCi ; But Agtequeija,. did^. not 
tcibpofe-totakcr^their advice. .; ,^ -:. v: H 

, The Jjeiiutft wiere no fooner ferved with thk'^diS^ 
than their Rci^r watted oni him ^ prefence;.o.^ ;t^l :the 
tecular Chapter, who weroiftill aflferttbled in his.apart- 
«nent8; produced.tlie letters p0ltem,;they had pbtaindd 
for the er^ai^J^n of .their q^l^e* and fevecal Royftl 
Schedules forbidding them to be;.4fprived pf H: with- 
out 
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out exprefs orders from his majefty ; but he would 
neither fee nor hear any thing. The Reftor, however, 
made two other attempts; but they only ferved to 
produce new (ummonfes to retire before the term 
mentioned in the edidl was expired, Antequera pre- 
tending, that he had anfwered, beforehand, all the 
Jeftiits could fay in their favour, by alledging in his 
cdidt, that they difturbed the peace of the province ; 
that they were the peribns who had called Don Baltha-» 
zar to ravage it with fire and fword ; and that the 
king had given exprefs orders to expel all ccclefi- 
afticks and religious, who fhould attempt to diflurb 
the public peace. 

Upon this, the troops were immediately drawn up 
in the great fquare. At the fight of them, Don An- 
thony Gonzalez de Guzman, vicar general of the dio- 
cele, and curate of the cathedral, who happened 
to be prefent at the fecond iummons with which the 
Jcfuits had been ferved, went to withdraw the blcfled 
&crament from their church, and carried it to his own, 
all the Jefuits following him, two by two, with lighted 
tapers in their hands. They had fcarce entered their 
college, when they were ferved by a third (ummons, 
backed by threats of burying theni all under its 
ruins, in cafe they continued in it any longer. They, 
therefore, immediately left it, without taking any 
thing with them, but their crucifixes and their brevi- 
aries *, and thus traverfed part of the city amjdft ^ 
croud of peofHe gathered to fee fo uncommon a fight, 
mofl of whoiTi they had the comfort to fee expreft, 
by their tears and their fighs, the fincerefl forrow for 
being obliged to part with them. 

These Fathers firfl repaired to a farm they had at 
a fmall diflance from the city, and remained there 
two days. Don Alfgnib Delgadillo came here to vifit 
them ; and aiTured them, that, had he been at the Af- 
:fixmption the day they were driven out of it, he would 
: Vol. II. N have 
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have prevented the violence that had been offered 
them; adding, that they would do well to com*' 
mit to his care, whatever things they could not take 
away with them, which he afTured them nobody fliould 
touch. He went ftill farther ; for, he figned the 
atteftation of the chapter of the cathedral, which we 
Ihall prefently make mention o£ The redor, there- 
fore, accepted his offers with thanks ; but had foon 
reaibn to wifh he had not, as Delgadillo, on the 
farm's being put under his care, behaved like a man 
fent there by Antequera to plunder it '^ 

From hence the Jefuits were obliged to make the 
beft of their way, *by bye-roads, to the neareft re-r 
duAions on the Parana. When they had travelled 
about twenty leagues. Father Reftivo, their redtor, 
wrote to the dean and phapter of the cathedral, to beg 
them to fend him their atteftation concerning the 
violent manner in which he and his brethren had been 
treated, in order to (erve them, as a judicial proof of 
their innocence. This the dean not only readily 
granted ; but he afterwards fent another of the fame 
date to the viceroy. 

What is remarkable, thefe two atteftations were 
figned by fome^ the very regidors, who had before 
figned the edidt of baniihment againft the Jeiuits ; 
but who, afterwards, on coming to themfelves, re-^ 
traded their fignature i afked pardon of thefe religi* 
ous, and abiblution of the cenfures^ which they 
thought they had incurred by adting againft them as 
they had done, urging the necefiity they were under 
of doing it, for fear of being entirely ruined, as ill 
fadl they would have been, had they refiifed to do 
whatever was required of them. 

Mean while, Antequera, thinking himfelf quite 
fure of the capital, now that he had driven the Jefuits 
out of it, fet out the fame day, bein^ the leventh of 
Auguft, with his troops, for the frontiers, after giving 

orders 
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orders to the officer, whom he had enrruft^d with the 
government of the city during his abfence, to caufo 
Don Diego de los Reyes to be ftrangled publickly 
upon a fcaffold, in cafe he heard of his being defeated, 
and not permit any of his relations to furvive ; and, 
left this officer ftiouid relent, he took good fecurities 
for his obedience. He, Ukeiwife, took godd mcafures 
to make his efcape, in cafe of need, to La Piata or 
Brazil. His army confifted of Spaniards, Indians^ 
Negroes, and a mixed race defcended from them, to 
the amount of about three thouland men, fo that it 
wasone of themoft numerous that had ever been 
raifed in this province. All the Spaniards capable of 
bearing arms were ordered to repair to it, on pain of 
lofing their cfk&Si and beins; corporally punifhed aa 
traitors to their country ; notwithftanding • which, a 
great many had courage enough to abfent them* 
iclvcs. - 

r As foon as he joined his troops, he harangued 
them ; and his whole harangue confifted of declama- 
tions againft Don Balthazar,, the Jefuits, and their 
Indians. * He concluded by promifing the Spaniards 
to diftribute among them,; when the war was over^ 
every .thing, tbcy could Jind In the colleges, out of 
which he had jaot permitted any thing to be remov- 
ed ; every thing they might find in the eqemy's camp, 
^nd in the redu£);ioias (m the Parana, of which he 
made no doubt of being able to make himfelf mafter, 
when he declared that. the Imiians of them fliould be 
diftributed amoc^ the offii:ersi and; the principal fami- 
lies of the AflFiimption. His troops liftened to him 
with great attention v and, when he had finifhed his 
diicourfe, .made the aiir ring again with their (houta 
:and acclamations. . He then, though it was already 
sight, puthisai'my in motion 'again ; and, as he took ' 
na pains to make nis men obferve any difcij^ine, they 

N.-2. ^ every 
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every where comnuttcid raYages^ that can (carce be 
credited. 

Thb Alguafil Majoff Don John de Mena, the 

pfficer on whom Antequera conld beft depend^ had re-r 

mained at the capital. Antequera had recommended 

to him, above all things, not to pc^tpone the ex^ 

cution of the fentence pafled upon Don Diego de los 

Reyes; and, indeed, it was not Mena's fault, that 

this fentence was not immediately executed* Nay, he 

was not afhamed to inftruft the executioner how he 

ihoidd go about tt. But the Serjeant Major, Daa 

Sebaftian Rois de Arrellano, who commanded in the 

city, would not permit the execution^ tiH he had re-* 

ceived freih orders from Antequera, ta whom he 

wrote, that it was his opinion not to proceed too haftU 

ly in (o delicate affair. This letter made Antequera 

make iome refledlions, which he was gseady furpriied 

had not iboner occurred to him ; and he, accordingly^ 

lent word to the Aiguaiil M^or not to ad with too 

much precipitation. Don Balthazar having, on An<»> 

tequera's arrival within fight of his can:ip,. perceived a 

white flag in the firft troop that appeared^ imagined 

that it came to join him ;, but he foon di&overed hia 

miftake. He then, therefbre, fent an o$cer to An» 

tequera^s army to notify his commiilion, : and the vice^ 

roy 's orders \ but Antequera caufed the mefienger to 

be put under arreft befotc he could execute has com-> 

piiffioo. The next mommt he gave orders for a ge<- 

neral dilcharge of his artillery, which, however, in-- 

ilead of doing any mifchief, xxlade Don Balthazar 

ienlible, by the manner in which it was ferved, that 

it could not incommode him much. . . .Don ^Itha- 

zar then thoi^ht proper to give a fpecimen of bis 

artillery; and Antequera formed the. fame judgment 

of it. Indeed, it was a mere bravado on. both fid^s. 

Antequera's defign, in advancing (b near: Don Baltha- 

zar^ was tq, attack the^Indians^ whom he hoped to 

be 
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be able to iurprize. But, finding that they were ad- 
vantageoufly pofted, he fell back a league;, fortified 
hbs camp; and difpofed his cannon in fuch a manner, 
that it was impoffible to approach him on any iide 
without being expofed to it. This done, he gave 
Don Balthazar's meflenger leave to return, defiring 
him to tell his general, that he was not come with 
his army to read papers^ but to decide by battle the 
differences between them. 

He then received advice, that Don Jofeph Ar*^ 
mendaris, Maiquis of Caftel Fuerte, was arrived at 
Lima in quality df viceroy of Peru, and he expreffed 
great joy at it. It was impoffible this joy fliould have 
been real, had he been* acquainted with the real cha- 
Tafter of this nobleman. But then, on the other 
hand, it would have been dangerous for him to (how 
any uneaiine& at his promotion. He already began 
tp apprehcnd^ib.much more oppofition from his ene- 
. jny, than luited with the prefent pofttirc of his affairs, 
that he formed a defign of caufing him to be aflaffi- 
Dated, nor was he long without finding a man capa* 
bje of fo black a crime. A trooper came and offered 
him his fervice for that purpofe, in cafe he would but 
give him a good horfe to make his efi:ape when he 
had ftruck the b}dW; and Antequera took him at 
bis word. 

This mi£breant, on Ihs arrival an Don Balthazar's 
camp, gave out, ikat he was come to furrender to 
the general ; and added, that he had even Ibme very 
important matters to communicate to him. Accord- 
ingly, he was permitted to pafs. Before he entered 
the general's quarters, he placed his horfe in fuch a 
manner, that he might eafily leap on him after ddng 
the bufinefs ; but this very precaution made his at- 
tempt nniifoarry. A foldier feeing a man, whom he did 
not know, and who left his horfe ready faddled at the 
4oor, go in to &e general, b^an to fufpedt fome bad 

N 3 defign 
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deii^ in it, took away the horfe, and put another in 
bis place. The aiTaffin, after a few moments con- 
verfation, thought proper to examine if his horfe was 
ftili where he had left him ; and feeing be had been 
changed, and that the horfe left in hjs place had 
neither bridle nor faddle, immediately concluded, 
that he began to be fufpedted ; withdrew without 
making any noife, and foon di(appeared. Don Bal- 
thazar, at firft, looked upon the fufpicions of this 
mai) a$ ill founded ; but he foon received certain 
intelligence of the danger he had been expofed to. 
However, ilrange as it may appear, he never called 
into queftbn the falfe advipe given him by thjs pre? 
tended deferter. 

This fellow had aifured him, that there were in 
Antequera'is army ieveral officers as well as foldiers, 
very well affefted to what he called the King's fer- 
vice ; and moft of whom, in cafe an aAion happened^ 
would certainly take part with him. 

This advice, however, he had the more realbn 
to believe, from what he knew of the fentiments 
of moft of the inhatbitants of the province, while he 
was governor of it. But ftill, had it been (b, he was 
n«>t ftrong enough to ri(k a batde. He had not as yet 
been joined by the detachment,* which he had or- 
dered the commandant of Corrientes to fend him. 
His army confifted but of a few Spaniards, and the 
two thou(and redu<5tion Indians, who, as I have 
already objferved, ftand in need, when they have 
regular troops to deal with, of fome officers who. 
have feen fire, to make them keep their ranks, and 
fight in good order. Befides, thefe Indies, feeing 
no probability of the two armies coming very fpee- 
dily to blows, often quitted their pofts without any 
notice being taken of it, in order to bathe themfelves 
in the river ; and, had Antequera been inftruited of 
this circumftance, he would no doubt have made 

the 
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the proper ^afe of fo fime an opportunity to attack his 
^lemy. But another foon ofFeiredy and he took care 
iSot to lofe it 

The Indians, naturally ftrangers to jealoufy, 
feeing the fecurity of the Spaniards, began foon to 
imagine, that neither of the two generak had any 
mind to come to biows ; accuftomcd themfelves to 
leave the camp in fmdl parties -, and, finding that 
no one took it amits of them, their curiofity infenli- 
fely led them to <iraw near the enemy's camp. An- 
tequera, who perceived it, forbid his troops to attack 
them, upon which ibme of them were bold enough 
to enter it, when the general, on their being brought 
before him, treated them with a great appearance of 
kindneis. He was too well acquainted with their 
attachment to his Majefty, to attempt their loyalty ; 
befides, he wanted to draw over a greater number of 
^em ; and to do it took the following method. 

He began by telling them, that be was at leaft as 
dutiful a iubjed of the King of Spain, as thofe w'ho 
were come to attack him •, and, to convince diem of it, 
mfqgfned them, that he w^ preparing to make great 
rejoicings in bis camp on the 25th of the current 
month, being his Klajefty's birth day, and that of St. 
Lewis, whofe name hk Majefty bore, and from whom 
he was defeended^. He then exhorted them, to 
make ibme jm theirs ; and even gave them a plan for 
that purpofe, which, on leaving him, they were fully 
refolved to carry into execution ; however, they 
thoi^ht proper nrft to fee thefe of Antequera ; and 
for that purpofe, they all of them flocked to the 
neighbourhood of his camp on the day appointed. 

Antequera, feeing them give into this fnare^ let 
them come on very quietly, till he judged them at too 

. * It was impoflible the people in Paraguay fhould as jret hare 
Jieard of that Prince's death.. 

N 4 great 
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great a diftance from their camp to be able to e(cape^ 
back to it, He then advanced flowly upon them at . 
the head of a body of horfe. This the Indians taking 
for the overture of the rejoicing he had fpoke to 
them of, they innocently continued to draw near, till, 
when they jeaft fufpeded it, his cavalry fell upon them 
fword in hand ; feveral of them however made Ibme 
refiftance, and others ran back to the camp to give 
notice q{ what had happened. Upon this, Don Bal* 
thazar immediately threw himfelf on horfeback with 
all thofe he could colle<5t. The firft thing he endea- 
voured, was to rally the Indians behind his entrench- 
ments, but it was now too late to do it. 

Upon this, he rode up towards the enemy, crying 
out. Long live (be Kingj and imagining, that his pre^ 
fence, joined to the viceroy's orders, which he held 
up in his hand,* might make ibme impreflion on the 
Spaniards by whom he had been greatly beloved; 
and, indeed feveral of them feemed willing to retire, 
but they w^re hurried on by the greater • number ; 
and all fell furioufly upon the Indians, of whom they 
made a moil dreadful flaughter. Don Balthazar jj^ip- 
on this, being adviftd to provide for his own fafety, 
was obliged to do it with ib much precipitation, that 
he left every thing behind him, even his papers. 
The firft place he reached was the reduftion of St. 
Ignatius, where he arrived without any company 
but his chaplain. From thence he repaired to Corri- 
entes, where he embarked for Buenos Ayres. . 

Three hundred Indians, who had rallied with 
fome Spanifti officers, held out for a long time with 
great bravery, though rather with a view of felling 
their lives dearly, than any hopes of faving them. 
However one of Anteqqera's ordered the retreat to 
be founded, out of mere compaflion to (o many brave 
fellows. This finifhed the unhappy day, in which, 
after all, but three hundred Indians and two Spaniards 

of 
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of I?dn BalAazar*s troops loft their IWcs. , But the 
can)'p-mafter.Don Luke Melgarejo, and another offi-' 
cer were mortally wounded and made prifoners. 
Xhe rebels had but twenty-five men killed ; and 
of thofe only two were Spaniards ; but the number of 
their wounded was pretty confiderabie. 

The following days were fpcnt in hunting out the 
Indians that had taken refuge in the woods ; and as 
many of them as could be found were cruelly b^it- 
chered. The few, who were not killed outright^ 
were afterwards difpatched by thofe who came to 
ftrip them. It muft be owned, however, that non^ 
but Mulattoes, and perfons of that caft, carried their 
inhumanity to that excefs. The Spaniards no longer 
thought ot any thing but making prifoners, and they 
made a great many. Of this number were, two 
Jcfuits who had followed their Neophytes. One of 
tihem was Father Polycarpus Dufo, aged feventy 
feven^ and the other Father Anthony de Ribera* 
They were both conducted to the Aflumption, 
where Father de Ribera had refidcd feveral years, 
and had feveral opportunities of fpeaking to Don 
Jofeph de Antequera. 

They bothguefled, that thofe, intowhofe hands 
they had fallen, would not. fail to pay their court to 
the general at their expence ; and they were, in fadt, 
treated by them with great cruelty and contempt. 
?ut what they little expedted was, that, though they 
were dreft in their ufual habit, Antequera aflfedted 
not to believe that they were really Jefiiits; and, 
M^hen he fcnt them, under a ftrongefcort, pi:ifoners to 
the Affumption, he wrote to the great vicar Don 
Anthony Gonzalez de Guzman, to examine if they 
were really priefts and religious ; and, in cafe they 
were not, to deliver them up to the commandant of 
the city, to be punifhed as they defervcd ; but he 
added, that, whoever they might appear to be, they 
Ihould not be permitted to enter the college. 

The 
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The Grand Vicar, who had known them for a 
long time, did all that \/Ly in his power to make them 
amends for the ill treatment they had received on the 
road. However, to keep fair with Antequera, he 
caufed a judicial information to be taken of their 
condition ; and then not only permitted them to fay 
mafs in a church near his houfe, where he kept them 
as long as they remained in the city ; * but, recoUe(5t'- 
ing that ibme peribns had endeavoured to perfoade 
the people that they could not affifl at their ma(s 
without incurring an excommunication, on account 
of their having been found in an army that made war 
againft his Majefty, he publickly declared the con^ 
trary ; upon which they foon began to perceive, that 
the inhabitants were no way difpleafed to iee them 
again. 

The accounts fpread at the fame time of the ill 
treatment they had received on the road, but which 
they themfelvcs never mentioned, gave every one the 
bigheft opinion of their virtue. On the road, by 
which they were ccMidudted to the Allumption, there 
16 a chapel of the Blefled Virgin. One of the guards, 
pretending to falute it, levelled his piece at Father 
Dufo ; but, on fome of his comrades perceiving 
what he was about, and (lopping him, he fired it 
into the air, faying ** It is in honour of the mother 
of God I am going to fire this (hot, fince you are 
not fatisfied it (hould be for that old Jefiiit, for whom 
I intended it." But his villainy (bon met its reward. 
The mu(ket, burd in his hiand, which immediately 
mortified ; and he died of the mortification in a few 
days. 

The conquerors brought one hundred and fifty 
Indians with them to the Afliimption -, and had been 
very liberal of injuries and blows to therv on the 
road. While they were preparing to celebrate their 
triumph, which thefe poor creatures were intended to 
grace, they kept them in a manner without any 
food, and almoil naked under the open air, and that 

in 
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hi very bad weather, fo that thiey *muft have all 
perifhed, had not fome poor women privately affifted 
them. At length, they were made over, in quality 
of flaves, to thofe who had expreffed mod zeal for 
the fervice of the ruling party i and we may well 
imagine, that their mafters treated them fb much 
die worfe, as they could not expedt to keep them 
long ; and, accordingly, there died great numbers of 
them. 

Antequera took care not to forget him felf in 
diftributing the fpoil found in the Spanifli camp. 
The books, which the two Jefuits had brought with 
them, and every thing belonging to Don Balthazar, 
were laid afide for him-. He had, above all things, 
recommended, that all papers (hould be given up to 
him ; and having caft bis eyes on a letter written by 
Father Reftivo to Don Balthazar, he^ immediately 
fiiatched it up to read it, hoping he might find fome- 
thinginit tojuftify his behaviour towards the Jefuits, 
But he was greatly furprifed to find nothing in it but 
exhortations to peace, and to prefer gentle to violent 
meafiires, in fo much that he could not help faying 
to thofe about him : We have been in too great a hurry 
to drive tbefe Religious out of their college. 

After all, how much foever Antequera was ftir- 
prifed not to find what he expeded in Father Refti- 
vo- s letter, he was no lefs ftunned to find by it, that 
the new Viceroy had given orders to fend him prifoner 
lo Lima. 

He made no difficulty, however, to fliew' it to 
fome of his moft intimate confidants ; but he told 
them, at the fame time, that he was now more firmly 
refolved, than ever, to maintain himlelf, at all events, 
in his government ; that he intended to make hinrt- 
felf matter of the four reductions that lay near- 
eft to the Parana, and drive the inhabitants out of 
them, for having dared to take up arms againft him. 
The Camp-maftcr general, Don Sebaftian Fernandez 

Montiel, 
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Montiel, afid H^me others, did all that lay in their 
power to difluade him from this defign; but, the 
greateft number having approved it, he relblved to 
carry it into execution. The only precaution he took, 
and which he never omitted in affairs of great con- 
fequence, was to do nothing but at the requifttion of 
his Council. For this purpofe, therefore, he caufed 
^ memorial to be prefented to him, in the name of 
the Province, requefting him to repair to the l*educ* 
tions, and fubmit part of the inhabitants to the fervice 
of fuch private perfons as dcferved to be gratified 
with them, and the reft to that of the public. 

In this Antequera had two views; the firft was to 
ftrip the Neophytes of the fire arms, of which, con^ 
fidering the prcfent pofture of affairs in Paraguay^ 
the (iiperior tribunals at this time judged it more ne- 
ceffary than ever to leave them the ufe ; and the fe- 
cond to drive the Jefuits out of them, as in that cafe 
he knew the Indians would infallibly difperfe. 

Accordingly, on the firft notice, which theln* 
dians of the redudtions, he intended to feize, received 
of his approach, they all difperfed ; fome fled to the 
redudtions where they had nothing to fear from him, 
and fome into the woods and mountains ; and they 
fled with fo much precipitation, that feveral died of 
fatigue, and fome women with child mifcarried on the 
road, through faintneis and fear. On Antequera*s 
approach to Sainte-Foi, Father Felix de Villa Gar- 
cia, the paftor of it, came out to meet him, ia hopes 
of prevailing on him not to pufh his refentment any 
further, but was received by him in a very haughty 
manner. However, his great modefty, and his cha- 
rafter for every other virtue, made fome impreflion 
on Antequera, and at length drew fome civilities froin 
him which the Father did not expedl. 
' Rai^on de las Lianas arrived at Santa Fe, foon 
after, from La Villa, to which place Antequera had 

fcnt 
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fent him t6 fee escecuted the Cafnp-mafter who com- 
manded there, called Don Theodoiius de Vilalba, 
whom he had condemned to death. This unhappy 
. man had been taken in his way to join Don Baltha- 
zar with the militia of his town ; and Antequera had^ 
befideSy found proofs of his loyalty to his fovereiga 
in the. letters and among the papers of that general 
The cruel Ramon made him expiate this pretended 
crifne in the moft barbarous manner. He l^ept him 
a whole night tied by the legs to a poft, loaded -him 
with the bittereft reproaches, and.otherwife infulted 
him in the cruelleft manner; dl which Vilalba fuiTer- 
ed with a truly Chriftian patience. Nay, he refufed 
Irim a confeflbr, whieh he called for with great 
eameftnefs, deflring him to make an a<5t of contrition 
and confels himfelf to God ; as likewife leave to make 
out in writing an account of fome debts he had con* 
traftedy and which he was defirous of having dip 
chaiged« To crown his barbarity, he made whgt 
hafle^ he tould to get him (hot, for fear Antequera 
ihould countermand his execution^ as he had already 
done that of fome other officers. In fa A, it was not 
without fome concern that Antequera heard of 
Vilalba's death ; and he, accordingly, did all that lay 
in his power to prevent its being known that he had 
<ondemned him. But his not reprimanding Ramon 
jfbr haying put. him to death, was enough to let the 
world fee, that this unfortunate man had been mur- 
,dered by his directions. 

In the mean time, the flight of the Indians be- 
longing to the four abandoned reductions had great- 
ly di&oiicerted his projeds, though it was only by 
putting it out of his power to keep the promife he had 
. made his foldiers, of giving up to them all the plun- 
der they could get in them. But what concerned him 
moft was,* his not being able to diftribute among his 
•ofiicersand the principal inhabitants of theAifumption 

the 
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the Indians themfelves, which he had promifed 
them. Accordingly, the firft murmured fb loudly 
at this difappointment, that he began to be very 
much afraid they would abandon his party. Upon 
this, the Camp-maftcr Fernandez de Montiel labour-^ 
ed hard to engage him not to proceed any further^ 
or* touch the houfes of the fugitive Indians; and, 
thbugh his advice was ill received, and the general's* 
flatterers were of opinion to ftrip him of his employ- 
ment, he dared not, in the preient pofture of his 
affairs, to do it, lefl he (hould make an enemy of a 
man, who was greatly efteemed by the whole 
army. 

He even came to a re(blution to feign, at lead, an 
inclination to regain the Neophytes; and therefore 
treated with (bme gentlenefs thofe, who had re^ 
mained with their paflor. Several of the reft had 
taken poft on a mountain in the neighbourhood of 
Sainte-Foi, where he was not in a condition to force 
them. He, therefore, fent to let them know, that 
he had' no thoughts of molefting them ; and that 
all he required of them was to acicnowledge him for 
their governor. But his proteftations would have 
been loft upon men, who had but too many proofs 
of his infmcerity, if Father de Villa Garcia, fearing he 
might have recourfe to violent meafures, had not en»- 
gaged a hundred families to' return. The general 
received them pretty well; gave them feveralnew 
regulations in writing; depofed the ruling officers; 
and named others, who, however, never thought 
proper to aft as fuch. 

From Sainte-Foi he repaired to Saint Rofe, where 
Father Francis Roblcz received him, as Father de 
Villa Garcia had done at Sainte Foi. The firft thing 
he faid to Father Roblez was, that he expedted the 
Neophytes ftiould pay all the expences or charges of 
the war, in which they had the ralhnefs to engage. 
The Father anfwered, that he would not oppofe their ' 

doing 
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^ doing fo; but that they muft firft be cdndemned 

to it by a judge named by his Majefty himfelf^ 
\^hofe vaflals and tributaries they were. He then 
took notice to him, that, before he could expeft any 
thing from them, it was abfolutely requifite they (hould 
all be re-united in their refpedtive towns ; and that 
they would never return to them, till they had re- 
ceived ftifficient afTurances of their not being molefted 
there for the future: " for, my Lord, added he, 
how can you exped, that theie Indians, who can 
icarce procure by the (weat of their brow enough to 
maintain themfelves and their families, and pay their 
tribute, (hould find wherewith to fatisfy your de- 
mands, while the fear of your rcfentment keeps them 
at a diftance from home, and puts it out of their 
power to cultivate their lands ?". 

This unexpefted anfwer perplexed Antequera fo 
much, that he was for fbme time without making any 
reply. At Uft, he told the Father, that he would 
give the Neophytes fome time to fatisfy his demands-, 
and, a few moments after, to the great furprizeof 
every one prefent, he took a (bdden refolution to 
march back to the Aflumption. He even fet 
out the day following, without flaying to take any 
thing along with him. But the furprize, which this 
precipitate retreat had occafioned, vanifhed the even- 
ing of the next day, on its being known, that five 
thouiand Indians were marching to the afliflance of 
their brethren. Don Balthazar, it feems, had fent 
for them before his defeat, in order to reinforce his 
army ; and they, hearing on the road of the misfor- 
tune that had happened to him and their brethren^ 
flanered themfelves with being able to deliver them 
from their flavery, and were arrived, with that view, 
within twelve leagues of St. Rofe. Antequera judg- 
ed, that, with the few troops he had to Hand by him, 
he could not avoid being carried OfT, if he waited for 

them; 
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them ; and this was the reafon he retreated fb fliddcri*' 
}y^ as he did not know, that the miilionaries who ac- 
companied them, and who thought he lay at a greater 
diftance, had made them turn back. 

Af^ yet Antequera'a ibidiers had done no great 
damage to the Indians. But, when they found them- 
felves obliged to leave with empty hands thofe places, 
in which they had flattered themielves with being able 
to make jheir fortunes, they vented their refcntment 
on the plantations in the country, and every where left 
marks of their fury, from which the reau£tions did 
not recover for, a long time. The moft grievous lofe 
was that of their blacjc cattle and horfes, which fed 
in the meadows without any one to take care of 
them } the papick, and want of forcfight, of which 
it had not J^s yet been poffible to cure the Indianip, 
having prevented their driving thctxi to a place of 
fefety. 

Antequera, on his arrival 4t the Aflumption, 
found every thing in readinefs to receive him as a 
conqueror ; but the inhabitants muft have bluflied at 
thefe preparatjpos, when they came to know, that 
his return was no better than a flight. Triumphal 
arches had been erefted in all the ftreets through which 
he was to pafs \ and, among the trophies with which 
theie arches were adorned, appeared the colours taken 
in the battle on the banks of the Tebiquari. This 
was to triumph mofl: unworthily oyer his mafl:er. 
But what incenfed thofe, who ftill retained fome 
refped for their fovereign, was to fee a foldier, 
\vho headed the proceflion, carry a ftandard bearing 
the King's arms, and feem to take pleafure in trailing 
it through the dirt. The triumpher, after paffing oh 
horfeback throligh the principal ftreets of the city, and 
.feeding his vanity with the acclamations of a giddy 
mifguided multitude, repaired to the cathedral, where 
he entered at the found of all the bells, and ordered 
thanks to be rendered to God for a viftory, at which 

he 
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be Ihould hlvSh ; and the colours to be diiplayed^ 
wliich were the enfigns of his rebellion. 

Never, perhaps, did there appear a more uni- 
verfaljoy in the capital of Paraguay ; but all the in- 
habitants did not rejoice on the fame account. The 
King's mod: faithful fubjedts, efpecially the friend^ 
and relations of Don Diego de Ros Reyes, who were 
ho ftrange^ to the vanity of his enemy, flattered them- 
felves, that he would not drown acclamations of joy 
by tears and lamentations; and looked upon this 
vidlory, which they detefted in the main, as a means 
of fccurity to the captive governor. They imagined^ 
that the man, who had ordered him to be put to 
death in cafe he was defeated, could content himfelf 
with having put it out of his power to hurt him, and 
would not venture, by making away with him, to 
render irreconcileable a great, number of perfons, 
among whom there might poffibly be fome one or 
another, daring enough to revenge his deaths nor 
were they difappointed in their hopes. 

The next day, this triumphial pomp gave way to 
a funeral folemnity, which equally flattered the con- 
queror's vanity. He ordered a folemn fervice to be 
performed for the fouls of thofe, who had been killed 
in fighting for him ; and the clergy were forced to 
obey. But we may well believe, that the prjefl, wheu 
he offered the (acrifice for thpfe whoxould receive be- 
nefit from it, had more an eye to thole, who had 
lofl: their lives in ferving their King, tfian thofe, who 
had fallen in fighting againft him. This fb ill timed 
a£t of religion was loon followed by an a£t of rigour, 
which only ferved to dilgrace the conqueror in the 
eyes of all honeft men ; for, it could no way contri- 
bute to ftrengthen his authority. He caufed the- 
wives and daughters of the inhabitants of La Villa to 
be Ihut up in a caltle, from whence they were not 

Vol. II. O releafcd 
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releafed, but in confequcnce of the reiterated entrea- 
ties of the Coadjutor. 

We have feen, that this prelate did not think pro- 
per to appear at the Aflumptibn^ till he had heard in 
what manner the King*s orders were received therc^ 
and the iflue of Don Balthazar's expedition. He' 
ftoptin the reduAions V vifited feveral of diem ; .and 
adminiftered the lacrament of confirmaticm to a great 
number of Neophytes. He was (till exercifing thefe 
holy fiinftions, when he received an account of the 
cxjHiifion of the Jefuits; of AntequeraVmarch, at the 
head of ^n army ; of the King's army being defeat- 
ed, and the flight of its general. He. thcri thought 
^le could no longer defer vifiting his church. Ac- 
cordingly Antequera, on his return to the Affumption 
was informed, that the Coadjutor was making the 
beft of his 'way to it, through bye, and airiioll im- 
pailable, roads, 

' As foon as Antequera /heard of the Coadjutor^ii 
drawing near the city, he Went to meet him with the 
corporation, as far as a plantatbn two leagues from 
the capital ; and this their firft interview was attended 
with a deal of politenefs pn both fides. The whote 
Gonapany remained hfere two days ; and then,, on the 
third^ cdndudted their new prelate to the Affumption^ 
v/hett he was received with all the honours that were 
due to Hfs character. On his fide, he omitted no- 
thing, during the following days, to gain the confi* 
dence of all ranks and parties ; and, in a letter which he 
Wrote fonie time after to the King, he acquainted his 
Majefty, that he was labouring to acquire a perfeft 
knowledge of every thing that had happened in the 
province fince the firft beginning of the troubles, witU 
\vhich it vyas agitated ; but that he did it with a great 
deal of fecrecy and circumfpedtion, as well in order 
not to expofc thofe to yhom he addrfefled himfelf for 

that 
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Jh^ purpofo^ $is i>ot to give the beads of the rebellion 
^y room to t^ umbrage at him*; that he even 
avoided letting. the latter know what he thought of 
their behaviour, except on thofe occaik)n^ in which 
his difuy obliged hm to be free with thqm^ and that 
.even then he did it with all th^ (delicacy and modera- 
,tion his chara<fter required. 

What contributed moft to convince him of the 
nece/Tity there was; for prx)ceeding \i\ this cautious 
manner, was his diicovering the mcan^ employed to 
engage in the revolt even thofe who abhorred it moft. 
;^o early as ^ the pinth of September, the Cai^np- 
Mafter-General, Don Martin de Chavarri, had wait- 
ed on the Viceroy General, ap4 protcfted ^ainil is^ll 
.the fignature^^ .which Antequera h^ extorted irom 
him by the moft terrible mepaces ^ ^n4 it appear^ by 
this ioftrun^ent,, tha^all the edids we have fppkeii 
of, were publiflbed nierely in CQufequenge of. mcaip- 
• rials comp9&d by Antequera hirpf^lf, ^nd^ Avbich^ 
i^ter forcisg all thofe iq place to ,|ign them,; h^ cauf- 
; ed to be pre^c^d to him in their names. 

The Regldor Don John CavaUero de Anaico^ who 

had,' for a logg tim?, refified his violences, and di(d 

. not yi^ld till he bad (uftered ^.,,cru^l impriffonnient, 

. and had feen himielf pn the pom^ of beipg ftripped of 

all he was worth, w^ equally impatient to pre^nt.d 

. petitipp to the Coadjutor to be abfolved from the .cen- 

uu^s, which he was afraid hq had io^curred by- fignr 

ing, contrary to the di(^tes of^hjs confeience, though 

againii his will, all the inftrum^nts that had autlip* 

rized Antequera ip bis enterpri;ses ^^nft the. fuperiqr 

tribunal^, the I^ing s i^rviqe,- ^ikI t;he imn^unitiqs of 

the churchj^ Th^ pardqi^ars, into which he enters 

. on the occafiQU, prove, to what lengths A]\tequera 

carried his tyxanpy, Howeve;-, ^ t^e fubof^iffiop of 

theie two o0^cqe;$ gave the Coadjutor reafon to hc^pie, 

that the evil was not inciirable. * 

Or? The 
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Thb affair he had mod at heart, was tho re-eft^ 
blilhment of the Jeiuits in their college; but he 
judged the obftacle, which he foreiaw would be made 
to it, too great to attempt it at prefcnt. He even 
thought it too (bon to proceed, by cccleliaftical ceiw 
fures, againft thofe, who bad infringed the ecclefiafti^ 
cal immunities of the chtzrcb^ and indilted the pre-* 
rogative of the fovereign, by contributing to the 
expuUion of the(e religious. This is what ne wrote 
to bis Majefty the fecond of October, when he (ent 
him the informations he had procured concerning the 
manner in which the Jednts had b^^ expelled, and 
the difpolitions of Antequera and his principal adhe* 
rents in regard to himielf. 

" Their obftinacy^ %she^ is fo great in this re- 
fpe£t, that it is impoffible for reaibn, truth, or juftice 
to overcome it. There is no making them open 
their eyes to the defohrtion, or their ears to the groans^ 
of the greateft number of the inhabitants of this 

• city and of the whole province, who, throigh the 
abience of thefe fathers, are equally deftitute of (pi* 

' ritual and temporal affiftance ; not to mention, that 
their good example and their inftru£lioDS, in a city 
where there prevails the greateft corruption of man- 
ners, were almoft the bifhop^s only reiburce to pro- 
cure food for hi^ftock,. and his only comfort. 

I Ao V ANCE nothing, fire, but what I am thorough- 
ly acquainted with. I have feen, with my own.eyes, 
how things are conducted in their Miffions. I know^ 

• that in this capital they were to be met every where, 
in the streets and in the iquares, waging a continual 
and implacable war againft vice. I know they have 
no enemies, but thofe, with whole wicked courles 
their zeal for the falvation of (buls happens to inter- 
fere ; and who have not been able to do in their 
MiiHons^ what they every day do in the Indian 

pariflies 
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parlihes (erved by ep^Iefiallicks, and by the religious 
of my order. The inhabitants of thcie parifhes are 
in command^ and, as their, encommandroes are no 
longer fo, than the governor pleafes; and cannot, 
therefo^-e^ be fiire of poileffing them for any length of 
time, t^ey opprefs them with foch ^interrupted la- 
bours, that the {X)or wretches often pals whole year;s 
without hearing mafs, or acquitting themfelvi^ of 
the other duties which the church has enjoined her 
children. Nay, when they obtain ifbme re^axatbn 
for that purpofe, and are permittjsd to t;ake a turn 
home, they cannot, even tben^ take any advan^ 
tage of it for their falvation, as the; governors em- 
ploy theiQ in the public works ; whence it likewiie 
happens, that, as they can Icarce ever work for tliem^ 
ielves and their femilies, they often come to want the 
common neceflaries of life, with which their mailers 
never fupply them. 

Now, thanks to the piety of your Majefty and your 
au^guft predeceflbrs, it is not in the power of the 
governors, and (till leis in that of private persons, to 
treat in this manner the Indians under the conduct of 
the Father pf the company; and it is for this realbn; 
th^jt ijic^e bi^eath^ amo^ them fuch an odour of 
f»n<Stity, and ithere reigns that perfeft innocence of 
manners, of which I have already ^ven your Majefty 
an account. This is the reafi>n, why die temples 
diey have tfe&fid tQ the Lord are £> well adorned, 
and all the exercifes of rejigiqn praAifed with fb 
much punduali'ty and fplendour ; for their Neophytes 
employ that way al] the fruits of their labours, of 
which they and dieir paftors have not themlelves an 
indifpenfable call ; of which I thought it my duty to 
j^ve your Majefty this teftimony." 

Don Josbph wrote afterwards to the coyal audience 
of Cbarcas, to complab of all the violences exercifed 
by Antequera ^ and added to his letter one h<s had 

O 3 received. 
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received, hdotc his arrival at the Aflumjption, from 
Father John de Garai, Prior of the Dommicati Con- 
vent in that capital, with his anfwet to it. How- 
ever, though Don Jofcph had hitherto done nothing 
but juft labour to extinguilh the fire of rebellion, 
and had made no ufe ot his authority but when he 
could not avoid it, without betraying his duty or the 
important truft repofed in him, it was not long be-; 
fore it began to appear, how ufeful his prefence was 
at. the Afliimption. The people, awed by that re-' 
ipe6t which his virtue and his character infpired, 
fbon feemed to put on their former air of docility and 
fixbordination, which had difappeared from amongft 
tfiemfor fo many years. Accordingly, the heads of 
the rebellion were alarmed at this alteration; and, 
therefore, to difturb k calm whofe confequences they 
dreaded, omitted nothing to perfuade the multir 
tude, that the . Jefuits . were . forming fome defigns 
againft the city. But the; Coadjutor, who perceived 
that theie reports began to caufe (bme uneafmeft, 
took great pains to remte them j and at laft effedted 
it. • 

Upon this, the heads of the rebellion did all that 
l^y in their power to prejudice himfelf againft them. 
Every day gave birth to fome new cali^mny, and 
every calumny made a great imprellion ori the peo- 
ple ; even fadts, whofe falfehood had been publickly 
acknowledged,, left in certain minds fuch feed^ of 
prejudice as were not to be extirpated; and dil* 
J)ofed them to give credit to new impqftures ; few 
perlbns enjoying that tranquillity of mind requifite to 
difcern the motives, from' which fome perfons ipok<2 
as tbey^did. Happily, the firft machine employed 
to pr^poflefs the Bifhop againft thefe Fathers ferved 
only to let him fee, what thofe were capable of who 
had contrived it; and put him more on his guard 
againft eyery thing that came from them. 
'-' ' - ' Soon 
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Soon after fais iirrival at the AfTumption, the wife 
of Don Alphonfo Gonzalez de Gufman came in deep 
mourning, and all bathed in tears, to throw herfelf at 
his feet, and befeech him to oblige the Jefuits to in- 
demnify her for the lofs of her hufband^ aflaffinated^ 
ihe faid, by the Indians of the reduction of Saintc 
Foi, as he was going through that town with di(^ 
patches to his Lordfliip from his brother-in-law^ then 
Vicar General and Provifor of the Diocefe. The 
miifionaries, (he added, had hid his body ; but fome 
Spaniards had juit difcovered it; and others had feen^ 
in a farm belonging to thefe Fathers, the horfe upon 
which the deceafed had (et out from the Aflvimption^ 
The Prdate omitted nothing to comfort her, and 
promifed to fee juftice done her. But, at the Very 
time this ifable mad^ the greateft nbife, the inhabit 
tants were greatly furprifed to fee Gufman arrive in 
good heakh ; and he himfelf was furprifed ftill more 
JO find bis wife in mourning for him. 

In the midfl of thefe tranfa&ions in Paraguay, 
there arrived ibme news there, which fooh engroifed 
the thoughts of all the Inhabitants. The firft thing 
the new viceroy did, on his arrival at Lima, was to 
find out (lire and fpeedy methods to re-eflablifli ord^ 
and fubordination in that province^ and^ as though 
he had fbrefeen the ill fuccefs of the expedition made 
by Don Balthazar Garcia Ros, he had, five vireelcs he^ 
fore his defeat, diipatched a courier to Don Bruno 
Maurice de Zavala, with orders to repair, ip peribn, 
to the Aflumption, with fuflkient forces to reduce 
the rebels ; fend him Don Jofeph de Antequera under 
^ ftrong ef^rt ; and, till his fiirther will could be 
known, cftablifti in that province fuch a governor, ass 
the preient circumftances required . 

Hb charged the iame courief with a letter for 
Father de Rocca, Provincial of the Jefuits, by which 
he prayed and enjoined him to (end to the governor of 

• O 4 Rio 
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Rio de la Plata as many Indian (bldiers as he might 
call upon them for ; and they were fcnt him, accord- 
ingly, with the greateft diligence. Don Bruno ufcd 
equal diligence to execute the orders which he had 
received. But, while he was making preparations 
for his expedition, he thought proper to give notice 
of his commiiTion to Don Jofeph de Anteqoera, and 
the fecular chapter of the AiTumption, and likewife 
of the permiiiion ^iven him by his excellency, to 
pardon all thofe who (hould remrn, with a good 
grace, to their duty. He, at the fame time^ wrote 
to the Coadjutor, to acquaint him with the meafures 
he was taking for the pacification of the province \ 
and the I^relate, the moment he received it, fent it 
by his fecretary to Antequera, who was already de? 
liberating with his fecret council on the contents of 
that addrefTed to himfelf. 

The viceroy's promife had made fbme impreflion 
on fcveral of the mofl guilty ; but the excefles they 
had been guilty of fince the date of his letter infpired 
them with more terrpr, than his promifes did with 
hopes. In particular, they could not prevail upon 
themfelves to believe, that this Lord would ever for- 
give them the ekpulfion of the Jefuits. As they, 
therefore, could not bring themtelves to take any 
fixt refblution, they fent Don Ramon de las Lianas to 
the Coadjutor, and charged him to do all that lay in 
his power to gain that prelate over to their party. 
Ramon^ who fufpefted nothing, and judged of others 
by himfelf, had the afTurance to make the Prelate fo 
ftrange a propofal. But the bifliop received it in 
fuch a manner as plainly fhewed how much he re- 
fen ted it. 

Don Joseph Palos, after treating him with all 
the indignation fb much impudence dei^rved, fpoke 
to him with fo much goodnefs, and, at the fame time, 
fo much force, on the depth of the abyfs which he 

and 
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and his accomplices were digging out under their feet, 
that, on his report, all or moft of thofe who had de- 
puted him, after the Coadjutor had removed ibme 
difficulties which (lili prevented them, exprefled a 
lincere refolution to (ubmit. The two ruling. Re- 
gidors, Don Anthony Ruez de Arrellano, and Doa 
Jofeph de Urrunaga, the moil guilty of the rebdss, 
and two of the firft authors of all the roi(chief, pro* 
mifed an entire obedience to the viceroy's orders, 
whatever party Antequera might take ; and made 
this promiie on both knees at the feet of the G>adju« 
tor, who took them up, embraced them with great 
tendemeis, bathed them with his tears, and gave 
them all the aflfurance of pardon they could wilh fofw 
This ftcp of the two officers, who, ntet to Don 
Jofeph de Avalos, had the moft contributed to the 
misfortunes of Don Diego de los Reyes, greatly 
chagrined Antequera. For feveral days together, be 
did nothing but endeavour to keep up the fpirits of 
his party, by promifmg efTc^ualiy to prevent the 
governor of Rio de la Plata being received in the 
city. But the bifliop had much better fucceis in his 
endeavours to difconcert all his intrigues; fo that; 
fearing to be abandoned by all his adherents, he, after 
a long conference with the Prelate, gave him his 
word, that he would iiibmit. to jvery thing the fupe- 
rior tribunals (hould require of him. He even wrote 
to Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala, that he might come 
to the Affiimption as foon as he thought proper; 
and that not only he fhould be received there without 
any oppofition, but in ;i manner he (hould have all 
the reaibn in the world to be iatisfied with. The 
whole corporation made the fame proteftation in a 
common letter. Arrellano and Montiel, not fatisfied 
with having figned along with the reft, wrote letters, 
in their own particular names, in which they pro- 
tefted, that, if they yielded to part of what had bcca 

done 
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done contrary to law, it was in order to be the tettef 
able to ferve his Majefty. 

Therb are certain conjundtures, in which it is bue 
prudetit to pretend, sit lead, to believe fuch criminals 
innocent, as might flill do a great deal of miichief if 
their fubmiffion was reflifed ; juft as it is often proper 
to leave an opening for an enemy that feems defirous to 
retire, when defpair might furni(h him with ftrength 
enough to make thofe who had puHied him to ex^ 
tremities repent their imprudence. But then great 
wifdom is requifite, not to be miftaken on fuch occa-i^ 
fions, and know who one has to deal with. Don 
Bruno, who was uprightneis itfelf, was thus deceive 
ed, by not being able to perfuade himfelf, that thofe 
he had to deal with (ought only to lay a ihare for ^ 
him. Accordingly, he declared publickly, on the ^ 
ftrength of the letter received on the road from the 
two Regidors, that he did not doubt of their inno^ 
cence ; for he afterwards difcovered, though a little 
too late, that he had hten in too gt^at a hurry to 
believe them in earneft^ 

He did not, indeed, judge {o favourably of An* 
tequera's fubmiffion, as he was better acquainted 
with him ; and knew very well, that, if he promifcd 
to receive him at the Aflumptton, it was becaufe he 
^w himfelf on the p9int of being abandoned by moft 
of his adherents, and, therefore, deipaired of being 
able to prevent it. In fadt, Antequera fbon laid afide 
all his fears ; for, having taken notice to the officers 
of the city, that the orders which the viceroy had 
addrefied to the governor rf Rio de la Plata had not 
paffed by the channel of the royal audience of Char^ 
cas, the impreffion, which this reflection appeared 
to make on them, determined him not to pay any 
regard to the- promifes fear had extorted from him. 

The better to engage his adherents not to defert 
him, he took particular pains to perfiiadQ them, that 

Don 
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Don Bruno would never forgive their having caufed 
Don Diego to be carried off from a town within 
his government, nor their having driven from the 
Affumption the Jefuits, whole panegy rift the govcr-' 
nor on atl occafions publickly declared himfeif ; that 
they were ftill more in the wrcxig to rely on the pro-r 
mifes of the Coadjutor, who was no lefs devoted to 
thefe religious, and whofe whole conduft tended to 
ruin thofe who had a hand in their expulfion -, but he 
found it impoffible to banifli the fears of moft of 
thofe whom the bilhop had detached from him. He 
then attempted to call a general affembly, as he had 
done in regard to Don Balthazar's march ; but tlic 
Regidors, Don Martin de Chavarri, and Don John 
Cavallero de Anafco, affifted by Arrellano and Ur- 
run^a,^ found means to prevent it. 

As he, therefore, could no longer reckon upon all 
diofe whom he thought he had engaged beyond af 
poffibility of retreating, he turned all his attention M 
uie army, with fo much the ftronger hopes of fuccefe, 
as Ramon de las Lianas had already anfwered for the" 
inviolable attachment of the Alguazil Major, Doii 
John de Mena, his (bn-in-law, of the ferjeant major, 
Don Joachim Ortizz de Zarate, and another officer 
called Fernand de Curtido. But the Regidors, 
CavalleFO de Anafco, arid Martin d^ Chavarri, fup- 
ported by Arrellano and Montiel, had been before- 
hand with him, fo that not an officer ventured to de- 
clare himfelf. The only thing he could do, in thefe 
dilagreeable circumftances, was to invent fome new 
method to alarm the people. He, therefore, caufed 
a report t<i be fpread, that two armies of Guaranis dnd 
Charuas, headed by Jefuits, were preparing to make 
an irruption into the province. Though this was a 
moft improbable ftory, an univerfal terror immedi- 
ately feized the minds of the populace. But the Coad- 
jutor haying obliged him to fend out fome detach- 
ments to fcour the country, at the fame time that he 

fent 
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lent himielf fomt peribns, upon whom he could ^e* 
pend, on the fame errand ; the return of both one 
and the other^ without feeing any thing, immediately 
diflipated all their apprehenfions. 

Antequer a was Co enraged to (ee this new contri- 
vance of his defeated, that he fell into the greateft 
fury i^ainit the two Regidors, whom he every where 
found in his way ; and who, in conjun£tion with the 
Coadjutor, broke all his meafures. He had fome 
thoughts of fendmg them to prifon, and making 
them pay the fine of ten thouiand crowns for having. 
difobeyed the edidt of the royal audience of Char** 
cas, of which we have fo often feen him avail himielf. 
But this party was too ftrong; and he bad, befides^ 
too much to fear from the Coadjutor, to attempt 
fuch a coup d'eclat. He» therefore, refolved to ^ofe 
m with thefe two officers, the better to influence the 
dedtion of Alcaldes, whiph was now on the point 
of being made for the year 1725. He accordingly 
contrived matters fo well, as to make the choice fait, 
on Ramon de las Lianas, and Joachim Orte? de i^a*r 
rate, the two men he coi)ld mqlt depend upon. 
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BOOK XL 

Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala arrives at Corrientes. 
New intrigues of Antequera ; baffled by the Coadjutor. 
Antequera embarks on the Paraguay. Don Bruno dr* 
rives at the AJfumption \ enlarges Don Diego y names 
Don Martin de Borua governor of Paraguay ; and 
then returns to Buenos Ayres. Coadjutor^ s letjter to 
the King. The rebellion breaks out again. Bold 
a£lion of Antequera. Tbe King appoints Don Bar- 
tbelmi de Aldunate governor of Paraguay. Don Baf^ 
tbelmfs projeSl for altering the government of the 
reduilions. He lofes the government. King orders 
the Jefuits to be re-eftablifbed at the Affumption^ and 
futs the Parana redu£lions under the government of 
Rio de La Plata. Jefuits re-ejlablifbed. Behaviour 
of Antequera at Corduba. Viceroy gives orders for 
taking him dead or alive. He ef capes and gets 
to ha Plata. Arrefted tbere^ and fent under a 
Jlrong guard to Lima \ allowed great liberty tbere^ and 
makes a very bad ufe of it. King orders him to be 
tried J and the fent ence on him executed at Lima. A 
Commiffaryat the AJfumption. Don Ignatius Soroeta 
named governor of Paraguay. A new fa£lion tbere^ 
under the name q^ommunc ; infult the new governor 
on bis arrival \ oblige him to leave the Capital % endea^ 
vour to get his papers into their hands, ^be Coadjutor 
returns. Violences of the Commune. The govern- 
ment new modelled into a Junto. The Oracle of it ar-* 
reftedj and fent prifoner to Buenos Ayres-^ efc apes into 
Brazil. New troubles at the Ajumption. The Pre-- 
Jident of the Junto takes refuge in the redu£lions^ 
New attempts againft the Jefuits. The Coadjutor rf- 
turns to the AJfumption. Rebels endeavour to get 
themf elves autborijed by the Royal Audience of Charcas^ 
The return of Don Ignatius de Soroeta to Lima befiens 
the proceedings again/l Antequera. Sentence againji 

him 
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hhn and Don John deMena^ another rebel. Behaviour 
ofAntequer0 cm 4ts bnng read to him- Retra^s all he 
badfaidagainfttbe Je/uitSj and calls for one of them 
to confefs him, tumult at Lima^ occafioned by his 
fentence. He is ftfot to deatb^ by the viceroy* s orders^ 
in his way to the place of execution^ to frevtnt an 
efcape ; and then beheaded an ibcfcaffold. Don John 
de M^ua beheaded Ukewsfe, 



^7^5r T^ON BRUNO Maurice dc Zavala was 
\1^9' P ^ fliill at Buenos Ayre§, where fopie preC- 
.^^■"^^"^ fing affair? had detained him longer than he 
cxpefted, fo that he could not fet out till the begin- 
ing of January, 1725 ; nor could he take out of it 
above fifty foldiers. In his way through Santafe, he 
engaged an officer, called Don Martin do Borua, a 
native of Barcelona, to follow him \ and even then, 
xcfolved to confer on him the government of Para- 
guay, according to thf power he had received for that 
purpofe from the viceroy, when he Ihould. have pa- 
cified that province. He afterwards received Jfcve- 
ral informations during his march, that Anteaiiera 
was making preparations to difpute the paflage or the 
Tehequari -^ and, t^iqagh be gave no credit to them, 
be, notwitbftaijding, thought proper to order two 
hundred of the militia to botd themfelvea ia readi- 
nefs to reinforce him. Six.thou(and Itidians. had 
been raifed by hrs orders in the, reductions v but he did 
not think pfoprr they ftiQuld fet out to join, till he 

. had fcnt for him. , 

„ As fooa as the pews- of hia arrival at Corrientes 
reached the Affumption, Antequera, fecondcd by the 

. two new Alcaldes, at length found means to perluade 
fevcrar perfons, that Don Bruno con fidered the inha- 
bitants of the capital as a parcql of rebels, fince he 
marched with an army at his heels ; and that, to en- 
ter the province, he only waited the arrival of fever al 

barks 
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barks loaded ^vith arms and ammunition. He then 
engaged the fecular' chapter to prefent a petition to 
the Coadjutor, to beg of him to perfuade the gover- 
nor riot to enter the province in an hoftile manner. 
This petition was prefented to the Biftiop by the firft 
Alcalde, Don Ramon de las Lianas, who put all 
ihefe fprings in motion at the inftigation of Ante- 
quera ; for Antequcra himfelf pretended not to in- 
termeddle in any thing ; waiting to take his party, as 
circumftances might require. His defign wa^, in 
cafe Don Bruno approached the Aflumption with 
an armyj to difpute all the paflcs with him, on pre- 
tence that the inhabitants of this city did not de- 
ferve to be treated as enemies ; and then, in cafe he 
difbanded his troops, to att otherwife as he found it 
his intereft. 

• The Coadjutor anfwered Ramon, thathe was greatiy 
aftoniftied at the proceedings of thofe who had de^ 
puted him, as they thereby gave juft grounds to 
fuipe<ft, that they harboured fentiments not confiftcnt 
with their duty ; then, reflecfting that, if heabfolutely 
refufed to do what was required of him, thofe that 
were ill difpofed might poffibly proceed to feme dif- 
agreeabte extremities, he promifed the Alcalde to 
employ his good offices to prevail on Don Bruno to 
enter the town with na trpops but his guard. But, 
on Ramon's acquainting him with a report Ipread 
over the province, of the King's having fent orders vo- 
ry different from thofe with which the Viceroy had 
charged the Governor of Rio de La Plata, and that 
his Majefty had even annulled his commiffion, he fo 
cfFedtually proved the falfehood of this rumour, as not 
to leave Ramon any room to reply. The Prelate 
even brought him to owo^ that the beft thing his par- 
ty could do, in the prefent pofture of affairs, was to 
fend and renew to Don Bruno the afiurances that al- 
ready 
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leady had been given to him, of an entire and ipeedy 
obedience^ 

Hb fpoke in the iame ftrain to thoie who had de* 
puted Ramon; upon which they immediately wrote 
to the governor of Rio de La Plata, that he Ihould 
fend among them none but faithful iervants to his 
^ajefly ^ and that he himfelf (hould be received with 
all the honours due to a perfon of his rank, and one 
charged with the orders of the Viceroy ; but that they 
befeeched him to vifit them as a Father, and not as 
tiic General of an- army lent to engage an enemy, 
or ^laftife rebels. Don Bruno made anfwer, that, . 
though he did not imagine he (hould have any occafion 
for an army to force his way into the province, he 
could not help thinking it inconfiflent with decency to 
oblige him to (end back his barks and the detachment 
diat had followed him from Buenos Ayres, eipecially 
llie barks, as he Ihould want them to return with 
greater (afety and expedition to his government, 
when be had finiftied the bufinefs which had obliged 
him to leave it. ~ 

. Antequera thought he might ward this laft 
blow, by propagating a new fable, which he had in- 
vented to corroborate that concerning the repeal of 
Don Bruno*s powers. The better to play his game, 
be publiftied it piece-meal, on pretence that he did 
not hear all the particulars of it together. He be- 
,gan by iaying, that one of bis dome^icks was already 
arrived at Coirduba with difpatches from the Vice- 
roy, which continued him in the Government. Some 
days after, he told fome perfons, as a great fecret, 
that what obliged the Viceroy to give Don Bruno 
the. powers he had lent to him, was his difcovering, 
that the edidts publiflied in the name of the late 
Viceroy had been forged by his Secretary, who was 
thereupon condemned toiofe his hand. But he gave out 
publicly, that the Governor of Rio de La Plata was 

ordered 
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ordered back to Spain, and another Officer already 
fet out to replace him. 

He contrived, that the letters containing all this 
intelligence (hould be brought him, as it were, from 
Santare by pretended Couriers, and always delivered 
tx> him in the prefence of a great many perfons ; and 
thdn, on opening them, pretended to be thunderftruck 
with their contents; and handed them to read to 
thofe about him, (b that no one harboured the leaft 
fufpicion of any falfe play. But then they were his 
accomplices, whom he deluded in this manner. 
The guilty feldom call in doubt any thing that 
flatters them with impunity. It was while Anteque- 
ra was playing this game, that Don Bruno's anfwer 
arrived. Ramon, however, having taken great pains 
to know from the courier who brought it, if he had 
not heard at Corrientes fomething of what they wrote 
from Santafe, was greatly furprifed at his anfwering, 
that he heard nothing of it till he got near the Af- 
fumption. 

Upon this, the Alcalde, calling to mind what the 
Coadjutor had told him of the reports daily invented 
to ftir up the people, concluded, that thofe in queftion 
fprang from the fame fource. But he was one of 
thofe unhappy men, who deliver themfelves up to 
vvickednefs through tafte, and find no pleafure but 
in trouble and diforder. Antequera, who knew him, 
and ftood in need of a man like him, willing to co-ope- 
rate in any meafures that (hould be propofed him, 
made him put on a military habit ; put a Command- 
ant's ftafF into his hand ; and ordered him to vifit all 
the caftles in the neighbourhood of the capital, and 
take the propereft meadires to hinder Don Bruno 
from making himfelf matter of them. 

Though he had recommended great fecrecy to 
him, the Coadjutor foon got intelligence of his de- 
parture,* and difpatched Dodor Jphn Fernandez, 

Vol. II. P Caaou 



2IO T H E H I S T R Y 

Canon of the cathedral and parifh prieft of Tabati, 
where moft of the militia of the province refidcd, to 
engage his parifliioners, by whom he was greatly be- 
loved, not to obey any orders but thofe of Don Bru- 
no Maurice de Zavala. This they readily promifed ; 
fb that, when Ramon came there a few days after, in 
order to make the militia take up arms, no one 
would liften to him. The Prelate now thought it 
^high time to employ the arms of the church, 
to contain within the bounds of their duty a people, 
whom others were daily employing every method 
they could think of to drive into rebellion. He, 
therefore, affembled his chapter ; and, with their ad- 
vice, publiflied a mandate, by which he declared, that 
whoever fliould excite the lead motion tending to 
hinder the governor of Rio de La Plata from being 
received in the city, (hould be deemed excommunica- 
ted ipfo failo^ as a violator of the oath of allegiance, 
which every fubjedt is fuppofed to have taken to his 
fovereign. ' 

. A LETTER received from Don Bruno a few days 
after the publication of this mandate, and which was 
dated the firft of March, confirmed the falfe- 
hood of the reports, that had been fpread concerning 
him, and ftript Antequera of the little credit he 
had ftill left This he immediately perceived ; and, 
therefore, concluding it was high time for him 
to retire to fome place of fafety, he caufed three cha- 
lo.upes to be got ready ; and fent on board them 
forty foldiers very well armed. But, before he em- 
barked himfelf, he went to the Camppmafter Montiel, 
to perfuade him to follow him. For this purpofe, 
he (hewed him a letter, which he had, he affirmed, 
juft received from Santafe, importing, that the revo- 
cation of Don Bruno's commiffion would be the 
means of faying the life of Montiel, whom that Ge- 
neral was refblved to have publickly llfangled. 

Though 
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Though Montiel had not altogether approved 
every part of Antequera's conduft, he had ferved 
him well on feveral occafions ^ and had even follow- 
ed him in his expedition againft Don Balthazar Gar- 
cia Ros. This was a capital crime, and {q much more 
Unpardonable in him, than in many others, on account 
of his employment, that he made flight of the pro- 
mifes given by Don Bruno and the Coadjutor ; not 
fufficiendy reflefting, that, by accompanying Ante- 
quera in his flight, he excluded himfelf from the ge- 
neral pardon lolemnly promifed to all thofe, who 
fliould return to their duty. The Alguazil Major, 
Don John de Mena, embarked likewife with Ante- 
quera. But he had a great deal more reaibn to be 
under apprehenfions than Montiel. Accordingly, 
he relblved to follow his General's fortune to the end. 
We fliall fee prefently what end they, at laft, ar- 
rived at. 

These two men could be fo much the more (ervice- 
able to Antequera, as he had lately conferred on the 
firfl: the agency of the militia ; and on the fecond, 
that of the province ; both titles attended with 
very great authority. Antequera, likewife, en- 
gaged feveral of the Indian towns in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Aflumption to fend him their 
Alcaldes. His defign in this, he faid, was to com- 
pofe, of all thefe officers, a kind of court of Juftice, to 
watch, he faid, over the interefl:sof the Indians, whofe 
protestor he was in all the provinces fubjedt to the 
jurifdidtion of the Royal audience of Charcas. But, 
in fadt, it was only to have in them fo many hofta- 
ges for the fidelity of their towns; for, notwith- 
ftanding his retreat, he was far from renouncing the go- 
vernment of Paraguay, in which he flattered himfelf 
that the Royal audience of Charcas, of which he was a 
member, could reinfl:ate him. 

P 2 He 
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He even again notified, before his departure, to 
the fecular chapters of the AflUmption, the decfee of 
that fuperior court, which he had always laid (o 
much ftrefs upon ; and, after declaring to theiti, that 
by letting Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala enter the 
province, and receiving a governor of his appoint- 
ment, they would fubjed themfclves to the penalty 
mentioned in it, he threatened, with all the weight 
of his indignation, thofe, who (hould refufe to ac- 
knowledge himfelf for their governor. He left fecrec 
inftru6lions with the two ruling Alca:ldes, to (hut 
up all the avenues of the province againft Don 
Bruno ; or, if this could not be compafled, for throw- 
ing fo many obftacles in his way, that he (hould be 
obliged to return without executing his conlmiffion. 
At length, he embarked the 5th of March, carrying 
with him two flaves, whom he had obliged the Fa- 
thers of St. Dominick to fell him. But, one of them 
having dropt dead at his feet the moment he got on 
board the chaloupe, he thought proper to fend the 
other back to his old mafters. 

Thinking it his duty to fay (bmething by way of 
comforting the people, who were gathered in crowds 
to fee him go off, he aCTured them, that they fhould 
ibon fee hiiti triumph over all his enemies, and rein- 
ftated, with honour, in his government by the Viceroy 
himfelf, whofe name was abufed to perfecute him. 
As (bon as his vefTel put off, a meflTenger was diC- 
patched to Don Bruno to give him notice of it, and to 
acquaint him, that he had given the (lafFof command 
to the Alcalde, Don Ramon de las Lianas. Ramon 
was refolved to ufe it for the purpofes for v/hich he 
had received it; but the Coadjutor, who caufed him 
to be v/atched very narrowly, broke all his mea(ures ; 
and even obliged him to carry the (lafFof command 
to Don Bruno, who was now drawing near the capi- 
tal, and entered it the ^4th of April. 

Don 
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Don Bruno was for going, the fame day, to the pri- 
foil where Don Diego was confined, in order to 
take him out of it. But he was advifed to de- 
fer it a little, in order not to give any umbrage to 
thofe,; who had declared mod openly againft that un- 
fortunate gentleman. The fecond of May, he fent to 
notify his orders to the corporation, who received 
them with refpedt, and unanimoufly promifed to obey 
thern. They even, the better to demonftrate 
the fmcerity of their promife, fent him the laft 
edidt of Don Jofeph de Antequera, by which \)e foi*- 
bidthemto let him into the City. Upon this, he 
concluded, that all the inhabitants were returned to 
their duty ; declared the choice he had made of Don 
Martin de Barua to govern the province, till the King 
had named another governor ; and went to take Don 
Diego out of prifon, recommending to him, however, 
by the Coadjutor's advice, not to appear abroad, nor 
even receive any vifits, till he entirely recovered his 
health, which a fourteen months imprifonment had 
greatly impaired, and was ftrong enough to fet out 
for Buenos Ay res. The Prelate judged this precaution 
requifite to fecure the public tranquillity. The offi- 
cers, whom Antequera had depofed or fufpended, were 
likewife reinftated ; the effedts of thofe, who had been 
fined, were reftored to them ; and all thofe, who had 
retired to the country to avoid the perfecution, or the 
nec;cflity of becoming the accomplices of his criminal 
proceedings, had notice fent them to return. 

Don Bruno was afterwards for raifing the fine of 
four thoufand crowns, impofed by the Viceroy upon 
thofe, who (hould openly oppofe the execution of his 
.orders. B«t the Coadjutor prevailed on him to defer 
it, till his Excellency had anfwered a letter, which he 
had written to him in their favour. As Don Bruno, 
therefore, had now nothing more to do in the province 
of Paraguay, he fet out for Buenos Ayres, after 

P 3 , gaufing 



214 T H E H I S T O R Y 

cauGng Don Martin de Barua to be received in qua- 
lity of governor. The Coadjutor made ufe of this 
opportunity to inform the King of the happy iffue 
of this important affair ; and I think it my duty to 
infert his letter, though a very long one, as it 
may ferve to prove and clear up what 1 have faid 
concerning the troubles of this province. 

" Sire, 
" I have the honour to give your Majefty an 
•* account of the lamentable condition in which I 
" foiind this province on my arrival, through the vi- 
*^ olences and injuftice of the protedtor of the Indi- 
** ans of your Royal audience of Chuquifaca ♦, Don 
" Jofeph de Antequera, named Judge Inquifitor 
againft the governor of it, and his adherents. 
They are fuch, without, exaggeration, as can only 
" be attributed to men, who have entirely bft 
" the ufe of realbn, confidering the manner in 
" which they have adted, contrary to all laws both 
** human and divine, fo far as to take up arms againft 
your Lieutenant, Don Balthazar Garcia Ros ; 
oppofe his fignifying the orders of the Viceroy of 
thefe kingdoms ; and even deftroy his army, of 
which they killed eighteen hundred Indians ahd 
feveral Spaniards v and drive from their college the 
religious of the company of Jefus, by ereding a 
" battery of canon againft it and their church, to 
" beat them both down in cafe of a refiftance. 

" The principal author of thefe facrilegious and 
" tyrannical attempts was the faid Don Jofeph deAn- 
'^ tequera, who, to maintain himfelf in. the govern- 
*^ merit he had ufnrped, found means to»gain feveral 
" members of the fecular chapter and of the army ; 

* I have already taken notice, that this was the firft name pven 
to La Plata. 
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^y and many of the principal inhabitants of this city, 
*' by promifing to give them, in command, the Indi- 
" ans of the feven redudtions under the condudt of 
the fathers of the company j and put thefe Indians 
under the care of fecular priefts. In this. Sire, 
" he not only had in view to maintain himfelf in the 
" government in defiance of the Viceroy's orders, 
*' out to enrich himfelf in a ftiort time by unlawful 
** and tyrannical methods, at the expence of the poor 
*' inhabitants, as plainly appears by iheir daily com- 
" plaints, and by the incredible treafures he had 
" amaffed in fo (hort a time, as may be fcen by the 
" feizure made of them by orders from the fupcrior 
" tribunals. 

" These fcandalous diforders have produced that 
" great poverty to which the province is reduced, 
*' and an almoft total decay of piety and religion ; 
" the expulfion of the fathers or the company 
" having interrupted the inftruction of youth, and the 
*' pradlice of good works, which thefe fervent minit 
" tersof the Lord maintained by word and example. 
•* The corrimon enemy has made ufe of Don Jofeph 
** de Antequera and his accomplices to do all this 
" mifchief ; and it is what makes me (b defirous 
that the fighs, I cannot help fending forth in the 
*' bitternefs of my foul, may reach the ears of yourMa- 
jefly, that you may put a (lop to the caufes of them. 
The means employed by Don Jofeph de Ante- 
quera to expel thefe fathers were the moft iniqui- 
tous, that' the moft malicious paflion could fuggeft. 
They confifted of depofitions ftufFed with lies and 
" calurhnies againft them and the Indians, who 
/* live under their condudt in virtue of the decrees of 
** your Majefty .and your auguft anceftors ; and 
" thefe lies and calumnies were fupported by forge- 
" ries^ againft Which feveral of thofe whofe hands 
" had been counterfeited have already complained. 

P 4 « All 



u 

4 



2i6 T H E H I S T O R Y 

'' AH this is further proved by the very members of 
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the fecular clergy, who had co-operated in this ini- 
quity, and who are to be referred to your Majefty 
in your Royal and fiipreme council of the Indies, 
and the fuperior tribunal ofthefe kmgdonris; and, 
** though it is no new thing to fee depofuions full 
of fitlions fpring up in thi$ unhappy province, 
depofltion&i whofe authors were afterwards con^ 
vifted by the Minifters, whom your Majefty';? 
auguft ahceftprs fcnt to examine into the truth of 
*' them, nobody ever carried their boldnefs to fuch ^ 
height a? Don Toftph dc Antequera and his adhcr 
rents, in their imputations againft apoftolical men, 
who never fpare themfelves on any occafion, . in 
which the glory of God, Yoi^r Majefty 's fervice, or 
'^ the welfare of your fubjed^s are concerned. 

It is enough, Sire, to fay, that Don Jofeph de 
Antequera and thofe of his faftion have boafted-, 
♦* that they had nothing in view but the fervice of 
" your Majefty, which, according to them, requires, 
*' that the Indians (hould have none but fecular priefts 
*^ to their paftors, and (hould, likewife, be giyen in 
^* command to the inhabitants of this city, to be eni- 
ployed, not onfy in the trade of the herb of Para^ 
guay at half profit, and in the cultivation of their 
fields, but even as flaves. They' added, that it 
'* was requiflte to incre^fe their tribute ; to oblige 
them tp pay tithes ; and hinder them from carry- 
ing the herb to Santafe, as they have hitherto done ; 
in virtue of the orders gf the Catholick Kings, in 
" order to have wherewith to pay their tribute, 
*' which they have hitherto punftually done. Now, 
in regard to all thefe points, I can affirm, with the 
greateft regard to that fincerity, from which .1 
fhould never deviate cohfidering the gbarafter with 
*' which I am inverted, efpecially in an affair of &>. 
^' much importance, that, if thofe who hold this lar^- 
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guage liad undertaken the total deftruction of all 
thefe doftrines, and of the miflions of the mbft 
flourifhing Chriftianity, and the mod ufeful tp 
" your Majefty, of any you have in America, they 
*' could not have chofen a furer method to effeft it. 
" In fad, I know for certain, that if the Indian 
towns under the fpiritual diredtion of fecular Priefts, 
or thofe even of my own order, are entirely ruined ; 
*• thaty if they are depopulated to fuch a degree, that 
" nothing is to be feen in them but poor widows, 
♦* whofe hufbands have perilhed under. the exceffive 
" labours with which their encommanderoes had op- 
prefled them ; that, if the married women in theni 
are whole years without feeing their hufbands ; it 
*' muft be all attributed to the cuftom of giving them 
in command. For it may be truly affirmed, that 
fufch is the hard fate ot all the Indians given in 
** command, that they muft pay to their encomman- 
^^ deroes the half of the herb of Paraguay and all the 
" other articles they gather. It is this, that has, in a 
** manner, turned their towns into defei'ts ; and, to be 
" convinced of it, we heed only compare their pre- 
** ftnt condition, with what ft was under the fir ft 
" encommanderoes.. It is, at prefent, a difficult 
" matter to reckon thfem by tens in towns, where 
*^ they were forrperly to be reckoned by hundreds. 

" Secondly, it is evident, that to 6blige the Indians 
" of the Reduftions to pay tithes, which I have been 
moft earneftly folicited to make theni do, would be 
a great obftacle to their prefervatiort and encre'afe. 
The proof I have of it is, that thofe diredted by fq- 
'cular priefts and the religious of St. Francis have ne- 

" ver paid them; and that their towns, notwithftancJ- 
** ing, are depopulated to the degree I have tnep- 
^' tioued. I add, that it would be dangerous to mak^e 
** their yoke heavier, becaufe, with all their induftry, 
.^' and ail the Zealand oecoriomy of their paftors, the 
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^^ moft they can do is to pay the tribute impofed on 
^ them.. Nothing can be more frivolous, than what 
^* has been hitherto advanced to fupport the contrary 
** opinion, which is entirely founded on a paflion 
** for growing rich. 

** As to the propofal made for hindering thofe 
" Indians to carry to Buenos Ayres, or Santafe, 
** twelve thoufand arrobes of the herb of Paraguay, 
*' it proceeds merely from the bad will of fome 
" inhabitants of this city ; and I prove it by two 
" reaibns. The firft is, that thefe twelve thoufand 
*' arrobes do not, in any fliape, interfere with the 
** commerce carried on by the Spaniards, that of Pa- 
" raguay being of a much dearer kind than what is 
" gathered in the .ReduAions. The ftcond is, that 
** thefe Indians could neither, pay their tribute, nor 
" buy wine for their altars, ornaments for their 
" churches, iron or other things which they cannot 
^* do without, were they hindered from felling that 
" quantity. As to the reft, their churches are as 
" fpacious, as handfome, aiid as wiell adorned,, as the 
•* cathedrals of Peru ; I fay of Peru, for I found 
•^ thofe of the Aflumption and the ornaments 
" belonging to them fo nafty, that I was obliged to 
" burn the latter. But then I have procured others, 
" at my own expence, as rich and as decent, as 
" any to be fqen in Peru. 

'" In fliort. Sire, it is notorious, that what prin- 
** cipally induced Don Jofeph de Antequera and thofe 
** of his party^ to drive thie Jefuits out of their College, 
'*^was not, . as they loudly declared, their dif- 
" turbing the publick peace,' and behaving trea- 
" fonably towards your Majefty. All they fought by 
" thefe enormpus calumniesj was to put a glofe, in 
" the eyes of the people, on their refentment againft 
" thefe Father§, for hiaving fupplied your lieu- 
" tenant, Don Balthazar Garcia Ros,- with fome ar- 
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*^ med Indians, as though it were to diiturb the peace 
** of the province and commit treafon to obey the 
*' orders of the Viceroy and the Governor of Bue- 
*' nos Ay res. But thcfe accufations ferved to fafci- 
*' nate the eyes of the multitude, and to prevent their 
feeing the difference between the lives of thofe 
paffionate men, and the lives of thefe holy reli- 
" gious, whofe good examples might have ferved to 
" prevent the enormous exceffcs committed by 
*' them. 

*' It is likewife true, that Don Jofeph de Ante- 
" quera found a great number of the inhabitants of 
" the city fufficiently difpofed to fecond him, as 
** they inherited from their anceftors a great averfion 
to the Jefuits, for having oppofed their endeavours 
to fubmit to peribnal fervice fo many thoufand 
** Indians, whom thefe Fathers had converted to our 
** holy religion, knowing in what manner they treat- 
** ed thofe in corhmiand ; that is to fay, like flaves 
" and beafts of burden. The ardour of their zeal 
^^ could not bear this tyranny. Is is now a hundred 
•^ years, fnice they began to make thefe complaints, 
which have produced fo many groundlefe de- 
pofitions. The inhabitants of this city have 
been a hundred times forced to acknowledge the 
injuftice and falfehood of them; and it is time. 
Sire, that your Majefty fliould put a ftop to this 
** diforder, and reprefs the boldnefs of the caFum- 
** niators, left the impunity they have hitherto en- 
joyed fhould precipitatie them into eternal damna- 
tion • it is time you (hould procure to men truely 
apoftolick a lafting tranquillity ; for they have 
** not enjoyed any for this century, during which 
they have been feveral times dragged before your 
tribunals, and conftantly taken up in defending 
♦* their innocence, the honour of their company, 
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*^ and their poor Indians againft the continual per- 
** fecution of the inhabitants of Paraguay. 

" I SHALL now drop thcfe odious mattcfrs for 
" more comfortable objeds. I give your Majefty 
** the agreeable news of the pacification of this pro- 
** vince without bloodflied, by the prudent condudl 
** of the Governor of Rio de la Plata, Don Bnino 
** Maurice de Zavala, who, in obedience to the 
** preiSng orders of Don Jofeph Armendaris, Mar- 
** quis of Caftel Fuerte, your Viceroy, came here 
** with fufBciont forces for that purpofe, having 
" with him upwards of eight hundred Spaniards, 
^V and about fix thoufand Indians of the Redudtions 
** under the diredtion of the Fathers of the company, 
" who would have fent him a greater number had 
they been wanted. But the divine goodnefs dit 
ppfed all things with lb rpuch.fweetnef?, that Don 
Bruno was received, without oppofition, .and met 
*^ with no difficMlty in executing the Viceroy's orders;, 
^' fo that there was qo occafion to. fire fo much as a 
«* fingle mufket, 

" It is true, that I had previoufly exerted myfeif 
^* to foften thefe hardened hearts ; and was happy 
*' ^nough to make them fenfible of the obedience 
*^ they owed to thofe, who immediately reprefented 
.*^ the peribn of your Majefty. I had, likewife, the 
good fortune to oblige Don Jofeph de Ante- 
qu^ra to retire before Don Bruno's arrival; per- 
i' fuaded as I was, that, if he continued in the city, 
5' it would be impoflible to re-reftablilh peace with- 
♦* out niaking ufe of violent methods. I thank the 
" Lord, as 1 ought, forTuch unexpedled fuccefs; 
'' and I congratulate your Majefty upon it, befeech- 
ing the Almighty to prolong your life and increafe 
your dominions, for the good of Chriftendom. 
At the Affumption of Paraguay, the 25th of May, 

' " " Brother 
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*' Brother Jofeph, Bilhop of TatuHum, 

" Coadjutor of Paraguay/* 

The Royal autiience of Charcas had already written 
to this Prelate concerning the expulfion of the Tcfuhs, 
and directed to the Chapter a commiflion, in form of 
a Senatus confultum, to re-cftabli(h thefe religious in 
their college. The Coadjutor, in his anfwer to this 
Sovereign court, which is of the fame date with hi» 
letter to the King, gave them to underftand, that 
their orders, as likewife thofe of the Viceroy, had 
been received by all ranks and perfons with the 
greateft refpeft ; notwithftanding which, he did not 
think it yet time to recall the Jefuits to the Affump-' 
tion, and that for two reafons. " One, fays his Lord- 
ihip, that it will be firft requifite to refute the 
calumnies invented to eclipfe the fplendor of fo holy 
and fo wife a fociety, whofe worthy members attempts 
had been made to reprefcnt as traitors to his Majefty, 
difturbers of the publick peace, and authors of the 
Tebiquary war, as appears by the edidls publilhed 
againft them. The other, that thqfe Fathers 
have applied for juftice, not only to your Lordftiips, 
but likewife to the fupreme Council of the 
Indies, and the Sovereign Pontiff; and they 
are firmly reiblvcd not to . re-enter their colle- 
ges without a fpecial order from their General. 
However, I (hall acquaint their Provincial with your 
Lordfliip's zeal for their re-eftabli(hment." In ianother 
letter, which he wrote three days after the forego- 
ing, and forwarded in the fame packet, he fays; 
^' Since I fcaled my letter, I received notice from the 
Secular Chapter, that the^^had come to a refolution to 
reprefcnt to your Lordfhips the motives, which de- 
termined them not to confent, that I (hould folicit 
the Provincial of the Jefuits, as it had. before been 
agreed between us, to fend his religious back to 

their 
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their college ; and I thought it my duty to inform 
your Lordftips of this alteration, &c." 

In fadt, this peace, upon which the Bifhop had 
congratulated his Catholick Majefty, was no more 
than a deceitful calm, which was fbon followed by a 
ftorm a great deal more furious than that which had 
been allayed. This the Governor of Buenos Ayres fuC- 
pe£ted fomething of, before his departure from Para- 
guay. He even privately acquainted fome perfons 
with his fufpicions. He expedted, perhaps, that the 
new governor he had appointed would confirm what 
he had done, by following the in(lru£tions he had 
left him ; but he foon found that he had made a bad 
choice. Every one was furprized, that he had faid 
nothing of re-eftablilhing the Jefuits. But, befides 
his not having any orders for that purpofe from the 
Viceroy, he knew that the Coadjutor had removed 
the afl&ir to the tribunal of the Royal Audience, 
which (eemed to have it greatly at heart. 

In fadl, as loon as a firft letter written by this 
Prelate, knd dated the firft of November of the pre- 
ceding year, had reached La Plata, the Attorney 
General Don Pedro Valquez de Velafco made his re- 
port of it to the court, who, on the credit of his con- 
dufions, gave their moft pofitive orders about it. 
There were, however, fome very furprizing things 
in Don Pedro's report; for he ftill fuppofed Don 
Diego de los Reyes convifted of all the crimes with 
ivhich his enemies had charged him ; confidered the 
depofition of the Curate of Yaguaron as a regular 
proceeding ; and pretended, that Don Jofeph de An- 
tequera had a right to confifcate the patrimonial ef- 
fcdls of Don Auguftin defies Reyes, though thefe 
efiedls had ferved as a title to procure him Deacon's 
orders. Thefe are the points anfwered by the Co- 
adjutor in his jetter of the 25th of May, which I have 
already cited. 
• ' It 
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It is, indeed, very fur prizing, thatDditFedro VaP 
ques de Velafco, in the fame diicourfe, in which he 
fpeaks of Antequera's revolt and the expulfion of 
the Jefuits as two unexampled proceedings, which 
nothing could Juftify, fliould not expre(s the leafi: 
fufpicion of his having equally prevaricated in regard 
to Don Diego, Don Auguftin, and the Parifli pricft 
of Yaguaron, who was afterwards completely jufti- 
fied. And, indeed, it is very probable, that it was 
thefe remains of prejudice in the Royal Audience of 
Charcas in favour of Antequera, whom they ieemed 
ilill to confider as having been the lawful governor of 
Paraguay, that engaged the Viceroy to* forbid that 
tribunal, as we fhall prefently fee he did, to take any 
further cognizance of the prefent affiurs rf Paraguay. 

Nothing, however, can be flronger than the terncis 
made ufe of in their decree againft Antequera in re- 
gard to the two articles Ihave been (peaking dE, 
concerning the finifter interpretation he had given to 
their decree of the thirteenth of March 1723, and the 
unworthy manner in which he had treated the Fathers 
de Ribera and Dufo, who had accompanied their 
Neophytes to the camp of Don Balthazar Garcia 
Ros ; adding, that they were very much (iirprized 
he had never informed them of his motives for going 
thefe lengths. But Antequera was now no longer at 
the Affumption to execute their orders, though he 
procure^ intelligence of them (boner than he could 
have done if he had not as yet left it 

The courier, it feems, who was entrufted .^ 

with them, having heard, in his way throi]^h ' 
Corduba, that Antequera was in that city, '^^ 
probably without knowing the caufe of his havbg left 
the Affumption, carried him the packet, though it 
was not directed to him. Antequera, however, open-* 
ed it ; and, after reading all the papers it contained, 
and adding to them a letter for his moft intimate con- 
fidants. 
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fidantSi fealed it up again and forwarded it; and 
there is great reafon to believe that all the tranfadions 
we arc about to relate, were the efFedts of the inftruc- 
tions he gave them in that letter. It is, at lead, cer- 
tain, that the Coadjutor, to whom the Royal Audi- 
ence had written to the fame purport as -to the Corpor 
ration, after engaging his Chapter to receive the Vice- 
roy's decree, fent to fummon the Secular Chapter to 
conform to it. They promifed, at firft, to comply i 
but two ecclcfiafticks, declared friends of Anteque- 
ra, intrigued fo well, that when they came to de- 
liberate regularly on the affair, it was refolved by a 
majority of 'votes to make the ftrongeft reprefenta* 
tions to the Royal Audience. TThuS, the authority 
of this tribunal, of which they had fo much availed 
themfelves to refufe obedience to the orders of 
the Viceroy, was equally flighted, when it could no 
longer ferve to countenance their revolt. 

This behaviour, however, had a very goodefleft 
upon the publick^ It opened the eyes of a great 
many perfons, whom means had been found to per- 
fuade, that no fteps had been taken againft the 
Jefaits but with the confent of the Royal Audience* 
But, upon this^ the enemies of thefe Fathers, to Hop 
the mouths of thofe who earneftly called out for their 
return, bethought themfelves of giving dut, that 
they themfelves abfolutely refufed to take pofleflion 
of their college again, and that it would be in vain 
for the fuperior tribunals to undertake to oblige 
.them to it. Several perfons fwallowed this bait ; and 
Father de Roca thought it his duty to write to the 
Viceroy and the Royal Audience, that they were 
mifinformed. Nay, he waited on the Governor to 
know, if he had not received fome difpatches that con- 
cerned him ; and to declare, that he fliould be always 
ready to do every thing hiis Excellency might require 
of him and his brethren. 

Though 
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TrtotJciH Don Martin made anfwer, that he had re- 
teived no orders from the Viceroy relating, to the Fa- 
thers of the company, thre ftep of the Provincial, 
which he made no tnyftery of, greatly difconcerted 
thofe, who afFeded to fpread the report we have been 
fpeaking of; and their perplexity loon increafed^ 
on its being publicly known^ that orders were juft 
arrived from the Viceroy, even more preffing than 
thofe of the Royal Audience, to re-eftabliih the Je* 
fuits without any further delay. It is probable, that 
this nobleman knew nothing of the decree of the 
Royal Audience^ when he fent off his edi<5t ; for it is 
certain, that he had before that forbid this court to 
intermeddle in the affairs of Paraguay, as we are in* 
formed by his an(wer to Father de la Rocca. 

Such pofitive orders greatly alarmed the Gover-» 
jnor^ who had already begun to compofe memo- 
rials againft the Jefuits, of which we (hall fpeak here- 
after ; and, without openly fpeaking his mind, fufHci^ 
cntly (hewed how little he intended to fervc them. 
This his uneafinefs, however, was greatly incrcafedby 
ft letter, which he foon after received from a friend in 
Peru, informing him, that the Viceroy was in the 
greateft palfion to hear, that, though nobody could 
be ignorant how much he had at heart the re-efta^ 
blifhment of the Jefuits at the AiTumption, and the 
execution of the orders he had given for that pur-*^ 
po(e, the leaft regard had not been paid to them ; 
and that his excellency even threatened to puni(b, in 
an exemplary manner^ whoever (hould oppofe the * 
execution of them. But Don Martin, perhaps, had 
•already heard, that the King had beftowed on anc- 
ther the government, of which he had but a provi- 
fional grant ; (b that, having nothing more to fear 
froiB the Viceroy^ he might refift his orders with 
impunity ; or at leaft gain time enough to elude 
them. 
- Vol. II. CL One 
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One thing is certain, which is, that, though this 
BDtminaition of a new Governor by Philip V. did not 
take pbce, it kept Don Martin de Barua more than 
a year bnger in fofpenfe concerning his fate; and 
that he thought he might avail himfclf of this uncer- 
tainty, aa weil as of the imaginary dread of an .in- 
furfeftioM, which he made the moft of, not to prefs 
the cxiecution of the Viceroy's orders. The Governor 
named by his Majefty was a Captain of borfe of the 
garrifon of Buenoa Ayres, called Don Barthelmi de 
Aldunate; a great Prqje<ftor, who had fent to the 
Royal Council of the Indies a fcheme, upon which 
he had buik die hopes of an immenfe fortune. He 
hadfuiiercd hirafelf to be intoxicated with a notion of 
the greatriches of the Jefuits of Paraguay, and of their 
enjoying a fovercign empire over the Indians of the 
Redu^ions, He had even ventured to affirm, that 
he had, at laft, difcovcred their treafures, which hi- 

, Aerto had been fo often fought after to no purpofe. 
The confidence, with which he gave thefe things 
tinder his hand, made fuch an impreffion upon fon^e 
peirfons, who had intereft at court, that they procured 
him the government of Paraguay. 
. As foon as he received his commiffion, he wrote 
to the Royal Council of the Indies, to explain his 
fcheme^ which confided; ift. In cftablifhing Spanifh 
Corregidors in all the Redudtions of the Jefuits, 
■where there were, he faid, one hundred and fifty 
thouland Indians who paid nothing to the King ; and 

' to order the Corregidors to raife the tribute on the 
lame footing with that paid by all the Indians of the 
Jurifdi6tion of Peru. adly. To open to the Spaniards 
the trade of all the Reduftions ; in confequence of 
which, he pretended, that the treafury would receive 
enough to pay the garrifon of Buenos Ayres and all 
the troops of Chili, gdiy. To eftablifh aQ office, at 
the Aflumption, for receiving all the goods, which the 

Indians 
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Inxliins fhould pay by way of tribute, and for forward,^ 
ing them to Sanjjife, there to be converted into caftii 
4th!y. To grvc ftrid orders to the Corregidors, to en-^ 
quire what arrears might be due, which, according to 
him, amounted to a vaft fum; leaving, however, to 
the Governors a right to decide concerning the re- 
port made by the Corregidors. 

A Council of the Indies was held on this projeft, 
in prefence of the King, on the 27th of March 1 726 ; 
and, on the 21ft of May, orders were given by his 
Majefty, to difpatch royal fchedules to the Go- 
vernors of Paraguay and Rio de la Plata, command- 
ing them to recover the arrears of taxes and tributes 
due by the Indians, each in his own jurifdiftiqn, ^nd 
conformably to the laws eftablifhed in all his Peruvian 
idominions; to enquire, why they had not been al- 
ready recovered •, and to give advice thereof to th? 
"Viccrby, who, on his fide, .was to take care to exa- 
rninernto tlie'trutH of the fadsiinfped into the be- 
haviour of the Governors in this relped j and enforce 
thcexetutton'of the prefent decree. 
' AldunAt£' was no longer Governor of Par^uay, 
'when thele fcheduleg arrived at Buenos Ayres. Aii 
tigly fcrape he got into in this city, while he waspre- 
parrng for his journey to the Afliimption, after mak; 
Ing him poftpone his departure for fome time, caufed 
liis commiffioji to* be repealed. . By this means Don 
Martin de B^riia remained in pofleflion of the go- 
vernment of Paraguay, till the King named another 
Governor ; and being ftill perfuaded, that, for the 
reafon we have already mentioned^ he might defer 
the execution of the Viceroy's orders in regard to 
the re-eftablilhment of the Jefuit^, he flattered him- 
felf with receiving thanks for not having expofed the 
Province to a new revolt, by bringing about in too 
great a hurry, what it was proper to poftpone to a 
more favourable conjuncture. 

CLz It 
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It is, however, fcarce probable, that he (hould 
believe, in good earnefl, the reports fprcad by certain 
perfons, that the King had exprefled great joy at the 
defeat of Don Balthazar Garcia Ros, and the expul- 
fion of the Jefuits ; and even promifed to reward thofe 
who had a hand in it. Be that as it will, thefe re- 
ports were foon filenced by the arrival of a royal 
fchedule, enjoining, that the Jefuits (hould be 
infimediatefy re-eftabli(hed in that college ; and that 
the Reduftions of the Parana (hould be taken, till 
further orders, from under thejurifilidlion of the Go- 
vernor of Paraguay, and put under that of the Gor 
vernor of Rio de la Plata, in like nianoer with thofe 
of the province of Uruguay. 

In the mean time. Father de la Rocca took care 
to inform the Viceroy of his converfation with Don 
Martin de Barua. The Coadjutor, likewife, wrote 
to his excellency by the fame opportunity, to com- 
plain of the new obftacles, which were raifed, from 
day to day, againft the re-eftablilhment of the Jefuits ; 
and the Regidors Don Dennis de Oozatu, Don 
Andrew Benitez, Don John Cavallero de Ana(co^ 
and Don Martin Chavarri, the laft of whom wa% 
befides, Camp-mafter general, backed his lordJhip's 
reprefentations. But the oppofite party, fufpedidg 
what they were about, fent, on their fide, new infor- 
mations to his excellency, all loaded with calumnies 
againft thefe Religious, in hopes his excellency 
would, by fo much oppofition, be, at laft, brought to 
renounce his defign in their favour. But they great- 
ly deceived themfelves; for, after writing to the 
Coadjutor aod the Regidors to thank them for their 
zeal, he wrote to Don Martin de Barua in the follow- 
ing terms : 

« At 






O^ P A R A G U A Y. 229 

" At a time, when I took it for granted 

^ that the Fathers of the company were in ' ' 

*' pofleffion of the college of the Aflumption, ' " 

from which they were facrilegioufly and violendy 

driven by Don Jofeph de' Antequera, I hear that 

my orders have not been obeyed ; and that, 

** through the intrigues of four or five private per- 

*^ fons, who would cover their refiftance with the 

" honourable ^pretext of prefcrving the J)eace and 

**. tranquillity of the province. But no realbns xan 

'** come in competition with thofe for the re-eftablifti- 

'^ ment of a fociety, which has-'converted,' inthefe 

** kingdoms, fo great a number of Infidels to the 

*' Catholick Religion, and has been, notwithiland- 

^' ing, fo uhworthily treated. ' I, therefoi-'e- ' order 

"^ you, that, immediately after the receipt of this 

^ letter, yoii make every thing ready to re-eftaWi(h 

** them with all the diftindion which juftice requires'; 

""'for It is but proper that, thefe' Religious Having 

'.been expelled. in fo publick' and fcandalousa mah- 

** her: their return ftiould bie attended with all the 

circumftances moft capable of making a fall and 

ehtire reparation td an illuftripus company ; of in* 

*•* ifpiring the people with the veneration they owe it, 

^* and perfedly reftoring its credit. 

. " You muft, therefore, take care to communi- 

•catc this order to the reverend Father Ignatius 

de Ort^a, Provincial of the faid company ; ac- 

*' quaint him with the day appointed for its exe- 

" cution ; give notice of i,t to the fecular Chapter ; 

•f and depofite* this letter among the archives of 

** the town hpiife, in order to ' perpetuate the memo- 

** ry of it. And; in c^fe any member of the (aid Chap- 

** terfhould dare oppofe thefe orders, by way of re- 

♦' .'prefentation'or otherwife, direftly or indiredtly,' you' 

•* arc! to fufpend him from the exercifeof hi^'digirgc; 

t* theiT feize upon his efFefts, and fend hinr prifv •nei' 

Q^ " to 
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*' to me under ^ ftrong guard, and at his own ex- 
'^^ pence ; you ar? to treat, in tlie iame manner, 
♦' every x)thcr refractory perfon,. let him be who he 
*' will i and take notice,, that this is an.abfolute ordet«, 
*^ which will not acimit of any interpretation or ex- 
^' ciife. But then, to enable ybu to. execute it, I 
" give you all the pqccflary powers; . the prcient 
^* allo\ying you to annul, all refplutions- to the contrary 
** entered in the books pf the fecular Chapter. Ood 
^' .pfef^rve you m^ny y^afs, &c." * . . . - 

; Th? Viceroy, befides hi^s thanks to fhe 
o Coadjutor ^and -the four Regidors in geaeral 
^ ^. for their .zeal in. fo juft a cauCe, gave the 
,' ^ - ,<^,amp-mafl:er .genferal, in parti^iuar^ all the 
autlipriiy r^equifite fo ipfu;e obedience to his orders,, 
in: cafe ihe Governor Aould not be able, pr (hould 
upt (hew a difpofuion, to execute them wiui as much 
fpecd. a^d puncityalifyr, as his exceHei^cy reqmred, 
Hc^/^kgjviie, (exit i^luplicate^ of all tliele difpatches to 
pon. Bruno Maqrice. df' Zavala,, enjoining himj t» 
iffift .with all his lorcesj in cafe oiE .need, both/jthe 
Governor of Par^ujay apd the Camprmafter geoejaJk 
5uc}i, Qf.thofe ^ife^cbes, as jcame. directly, ^w^r^ 
diredejcl/tQ;(he Coadjutgr, who., immexliately cieliver-^ 
ed therii with his own. hands, the i3th.of Februar-y 

Don: Martin de Earua, could nQw.^naJonger .refefe 
Jo obey.,. without thrpwing off th^ tnauc; wivch h? 
w^,a|>9v^ all tbiogs vyll^ig to ^vo|d ^ app, ihetefarei 
yefe>lved jodo that x^ilbagood grac'^j v^ ikn hecbuld 
E9 lobger.deifer. doing. .. He tda tlje Coadjutor^. ,^nat 
Iwiexceljeacy ftiduldti^ve rcafpn jto'.tjjjjijati^iied w^tb 

Pf>F?Sd-# ¥^.dfi.<?ft}?rp)F Ihe toU9w,ing> wki-( bfe^ng 
W?' ' §tV of M W%. .fo^bthe, rec€ptJ9ft,Qf thej^fuuts;, 
^nd tliep,prd?f «^3:fl;ie5 ga5np-ina,ftgf K^qeral 19 §^re 
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between feven and eight. When they were all oonoe^ 
he ordered the Royal Notary to read the Viceroy's 
letter. They, on their fide, promifcd to do every thing 
the Governor (hould enjoin them ; and this their ac- 
quidfcence was regiftered. Uri'unhaga, at firft, nfade 
fome difficulty to fign •, but, feeing no one feconded 
him, he figned, in his turn, the two copie;s that "were 
made of the aft, one to be fent to the Vis:«roy, and 
the other to the Provincial of the Jcfiiits, wborccciv*- 
^d it the fixth, and wrote to the Governor by the 
fame courier, that he had already named all the per- 
fons who were to fill the college -, i^nd that he would 
himfelf perfonate the Reftor, who was at too great a 
diftance to be next day at the Aflumption. 

The fame day, the Camp-mafter general received 
orders for two huiidred horfe, the company of horfe- 
lance-men, and the reformed private men of the <5o- 
ye^qor's guard, to rendezvous r next moming^j by 
fix o'clock^ et the gate of the city -, and theSerjeaiiG- 
-maPjor, t>on Anthony Gonzafes Oiiierra, wal directed 
*to faold \h rcadinefs two codipasies of foot, "and fee 
that the heavy artillery was ini good ord^r. - « r 

The eighteenth^ at the hour appointed, the. Go- 
vernor toolc coach^ attended by his guards, > as weil 
thofe in adual pay, as thoiib which had been re- 
formed, and a troop of horfe- v ^nd called upon the 
Coadjutor, whom he found ready in his coach, ac- 
,companied by three cala(hes, in one of which was 
his Provifor, Don Anthony Gonialez de Gufman, 
and the Dodlor John Gonzalez Melgarejo, Canon of 
the cathedral ; the two others were empty. The firft 
• Alcalde in office, Don Anthony Ruiz de Arrellano, 
tthd the Royal Notary, Don John Ortiz de Vergara, 
were in another coach ; feveral . of the other princi- 
pal inhabitants followed on horfeback. The whole 
cavalcade repaired to the place where the troops had 
. orders to form. From thence they proceeded in good 

0^4 order 
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order to the chapel of St. Laurence belonging to the 
college, about four leagues from the city, this be- 
ing the place where it had been agreed to meet the 
Jetbfts. 

About nine o'clock, when the proceflion had got 
within a quarter of a mile of this place, it was met by 
the Jefuits, who fet out to meet the Bilhop and the 
Gav^roori and were complimented by their alight* 
ingas Toon. a3 they came in fight of theni. The com* 
plim.erits.on both fides being over, the whole compa-^ 
ny .took coach again-, the Provincial got into the 
.Go«rernor's • the Superior of the Miflions into that of 
^the Bi-fliop's ; and the reft into the two empty calaftiea 
and a third coach. They then proceeded to the 
thaipel, and from thence, after (omc prayers, into 
•the Houfe belonghig to it, whiere they dined. About 
-two o'clock, they, fet' out in the fame order. The 
fecular corporation, in a body, met them at a place 
-aboi^t three quarters of a league from the city, where 
k is cuftomary with them to receive ^their new Goir 
vernors '^. and having alighted, as well as the Gover- 
nor, the Bifhop,; apd the Jefuits, they all, after 
niutti-al (jtwmplimeBts, took horfe; the Provincial and 
:his brethren marching at .the head of the proceflion. 

. They then entered the city, under the difcharge cf 

the.canndn ; and Coqrid, in the little fquar^ before 

the cathedral, all the hdrfe drawn up, and an infinite 

numrher. of people $ they.' alight at the great portal^ 

, where they iound the Dean Don Sebaftian de Vergaa 

MachiiiJa,' the Great: Archdeacon, Don Mathias de 

Syiva; . th^, SuperiQt&\of the Religious orders with all 

, their ReJigious, and all : the Secular Clergy in fur- 

plices. . Tbey. then eiUered the church amidftthc 

-ringing of all the belis of the city, and fung the Te 

J^eutn. When prayers were over, the Coadjutor, in 

his pontifical habits, took the blelTed Sacrament out of 

the taUerpacle jn the chalice, that had been depofite4 
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there when the Jefuits were expelled, and carried it 
in proccffion to the College church, through a lane 
formed by the troop? j the drums all the time beat-^ 
ing to arms. 

This done, the Provincial returned his thanks to 
the Bilhop, the Governor, and all the officers, who 
had attended the proceffion. Don Martin de Barua, 
iifter putting him in poflefflcMi of the college, withdrew 
without permitting him or any of his Religious to 
wait on him home, notwithftanding all they could do 
to obtain his confent. Neither would the Coadjutor 
receive that honour. But he invited the Governor 
and the principal officers to ailift, next day, at a (blemn 
Mafspf his in the College church ; and, after it, to a 
great dinner, prepared at his expence, in the College 
refedtory. The fame day, being the 1 9th, ajudicial 
relation of this reception was drawn up, and entered 
in the town-houfe books the 20th. On the 25th, iht 
Provincial of the Jfefuits received an authentic copy 

of it;'' ■ ' • 

Whi le thefe things were doing, thdre arri- ' 

vcd at the Aflumption a Judge Royal, fentby ^'^ 
the Viceroy to examine into Antequera's con- '^ 
4u(k dufing the whole tome of his refidbg in theprd- 
vince. But it is requifite, that, before I give any ac- 
count of- thefe enquiries, I (hould finifli my relati- 
■ ori of the journey and -adventures* of this extraordi- 
' nafyper fonage. After falling dowtt tlie river, without 
putting u) any where, be landed ten leagues above 
the latitude of Santafe^ and from thence proceeded, 
almoft alone, and bybyfe r^ads, to Gdrauba j the pairty 
ient after him by the Gb^feuiier bf Rid de la Plata 
not having been ablfe to^come up with him^ Hej(e, 
he was firft invited by the principal inhabitanti, 
whoiti'he entertained with nbthing\but the injuries 
done him by the Jefuits, not, however, withodt 
falling U4a coptradjCtions^ which did not pafi unob- 

> ferved, 
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ierved, and prejudiced him greatly in the minds of 
his hearers. He likewife drew up feveral memorials 
9gain(t thefe Religious, and got them difperfed all 
over the province of Tucuman, But they met with 
rio extraordinary reception, and were even ftigma- 
tiaed by the Vicar of the Holy Office. 

To thefe tranfports he added fome extravagancies, 
\vhich compleatly ruined him in the minds of the 
{)eople. tie appeared in the churches, fonaetimes in 
jthe habit of Attorney General, Protedlor of the In- 
dians, in the Royal Audience of Cfiarcas ^ .and ibme** 
times in a military drefs, with a ftaflfof cooimand in 
his l^and ; and always tod^ care to exa<^ the honours 
idup to thefe dignities. This parade, however, lafted 
a very Ihort time. He tooa (hut himfelfup in the 
.convent of St. Francis, on hearing th^t Doa Ig^tius 
de Ledefma, who commi^nded in the city, had r©- 
^.eived <?rders from the Viceroy to fecure hjm- . iBqt 
^t was not long before he b^an to perceiv^^ th^t his 
afylum was furrounded with-guards. Upon this, he 
wrote to the Marquis de-H^ro, 0<>v€rnor of the pro- 
Vinde, who refided at Salta,- ^ qian pretty miK;h pf his 
^ji^ftamp, a^d who was, accordingly^ fomf time af- 
.le^Hript of his government, to be^ he wp'uld order 
jLedefma to let bjm repair to La Fiesta. / 
^:, '1'he Governor ^rantied hip^jequeft ; and^^nmadjs 
fife of threats 10 oblige Ledefma. to let h^ni^gp.^ |^- 
^defnia, however, having te^^ivod his- orders from a 
.fupcrior authority, inilexibl){ a^h^r.^d to thjem \] and 
^ev45n feized three- thpufand.crp^yps, worth of rpl^te and 
!/urniture, which arrived at Cordliba to.Ad£eQuera's 
jaddfefs ; buj were fnjce, oa appear ii)g tQ be the,prc^t- 
ly .of Don p^fehji:$ar Garcia ^o^ ic^ored tO.bimJ^ 
*tbe firft opp(jf;.^9Jty. This^jitieetBs^ \^bj^ j^^tpf the 
.elffc^s, whi{>hj Aa,tequera foui^ in the teisiispf. that 
General after,. the battle ^f: the Tebiqu^ri..; This 
. ftroke mad^ . 4 gr ^t impre^pft .uppa him, tout «. gtf a t 
. f deal 
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deal left ihan the flijditr of. his fecrotary^ who drnpfefj 
fcveral things againfi jiim upon oaih before I^definay 
aficf afterwards before, the King's Nptafy at Buenos 
Ayre5, . Soon aft^ri, he received itrtelligcnce, that 
there had been publiJlied, by found of trumpet, inaii 
the market places of Corduba, a feiitence of the Viccr 
roy^s, declaring him outlawed, and offering a reward 
of four thoufand crpwris to whoever (hould detver 
him up dead or ali ve^ and two thoutarid to whoeveir 
fliould dUcovier the place, in which he lay concealed ; 
the mpney being ]atready depofitedfor that purnofe 
in theBands of a rich Merchaat, tir Ranker, called 
Francis de Villa-rDonie.: ,^. \ > 

Dpon. this, he; rqtired to a cqfaer of the hbvices 
apartment, where eVfen the light of tne day bdtam^ 
(ufpeft to him, anc^' the, leaft noiije put him alliii s^ 
tremble.' Bitt it was;ftill wor(^, whep he was g|;ireii 
to upd^rftand, that thVViceroy Had feht a new^o^ef 
totajke him by force put of the .monillery, asra^pter* 
fon. guilty pfhigKirealpn, ftndwto^' jEor thatrfe^{qq| 
Ha^ no ri^ht to.nja^e jiw^ . afylutti of ;it. tfc now t^gaa 
tp fee clearly^ thitt:hc y^s. loft,, uajleis he cWld^ha 
peans to niake l^js i^fcape. It has been faid,. that,..oti 
his leaving the ainYqhtj.thoyghi'ty night and Af^ 
guijedj.-he was di(lE;6yejccd by feme oF.th^ guards^ wBff 
gave notice of it to th^ commandingofliicfer ; hut^tliat 
the; officer pretended voi to ihear what they feid, ari4 
fo gaVe Ajitequerartitbe to get clear pff Be thkt as 
(twilL it.is.certaii}^ .thaty asfoqri.^? begot outbf trie 
city^.lje.liid himfejf ; (b well, tljia; there was no finding 
hint; apd pro'cee^^cl by fuch.bye tOads to La tlaiia^ 
thatj he jirrived , tperC: fafe^ wubbu|; aiiy difagf^pblp 

accidfeijit. . i .-.- , .. • ^ * '.,-i! I '• •••* 

, feiE. Aill persuaded ^imfeJf, ithai tKe Royal Aiijifr 
ence.of thj;S pl^cp, if it did not take hi^part, woula 
ajteljeaift: permit hini to continue in it without mofefra- 
tion, Therefore, having received orders to appear be- 
fore 
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fore the court, he prefented himfelf with an aij^ 
of aflurance, which gave it no fmall offence. The 
Prefident having. afkcd him, what defence he could 
make for all the extravagancies he had been guilty of in 
Paraguay, he anfwered that he had done nothing but 
what the inftrudlioiis he had received from the Court 
authorized him to do : ** What then, replied the 
^* Prefident, the Court ordered you to drive the Fa- 
^ thers of the company out of theirCollege ; to march 
^* with an army againft the troops of his Majefty ; 
** and to cut to pieces fo great a number of Indians, 
^ and even fome Spaniards, who ferved ,in thefe 
*' troops." .Antequera would have fpokcn to thefe 
charges ; but the Preiident ftbpped his mouth ^ put 
him into the hands of the Corregidor of Potofi, with 
orders to conduA him in irons to that place, where 
he was, accordingly, * condudled. 
• This Officer, tiaving contented himfelf with con- 
fining him to a private houfe, was reprimanded for his 
indulgence, and obliged to fbut him up in the: 
ptjblipk prifon,. where, he found .before him the Al- 
juafzHMijor of Paraguay, Don John de Mena, iarid 
pme liiore of his adherents, who were Come to 
waitfor him at La Plata, eqtidly perfuaded t.hat they 
h^d' nothing to fear. But they were not loiig arriv- 
ed, ' v/htn they faw their miftake, ' ; Antequera^ how- 
ever, -ftili hoped to jiiffify himfelf i and, therefore^ loft 
no opportuuity of railing againft the* Jefuits. Whea 
the order arrived for fending hini,t6*'Lima, he appli- 
ed to the Corrtgidof ',fbr a gu^rd^for the fccurity of 
his perfon, faying, th^t, withdiittt/i's' precaution,* the 
Jefuits might pofliblyxaufe riiiti'to^bfe aflaffinated on 
the ro^d, 1^ he Ihpuld.mak^ th^m knowq ;^t Lima 
fofWh^t they V^rji; |"' You 'ftiall have guardsi faid 
**" the Corregidoi", .hot to fecfure you from aflaffins^ 



v> 1 
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** but to fecure myfelf from any attempts you may 
*^ make to efcape." 

During the whole journey, he fpoke of nothing 
but the apprehenfions the Jefuits were under left he 
(hould get fafe to Lima. He even went {o far as to af- 
firm, that thefe Religious had promifed three thoufand 
crowns to whoever- (hould murder him on the road. 
He, likewiie, pretended, that they had intercepted 
two of his letters to the Viceroy ; and, therefore, gave 
a third to the Commiffary of the fathers of St. Fran- 
cis, whom he met on the road, on his promifing to 
deliver it to his excellency with his own hands. The 
Commiflary was as good as his word. But the Vice- 
roy, when he had read the letter delivered by him, 
told him that he had received the two others v that An- 
tequera's fufpicions on this head were equally groundi- 
lefs with all his other whims ; and that, if he did not 
make him any anfwer, it was becaufe a criminal had 
no right to expert any from his judge. 

Antequera arrived at Lima in the month /^ 

of April 1726 ; and ibch was the curiofity of . ^ 
the people to fee a man, who, it was affirmed, ^^^ 
had attempted to make himfelf King of Paraguay, 
that great crowds went out to meet him. Unhappi- 
ly for him, he had given too much room for thefe re- 
ports ; nay, there is no telling where his ambition might 
have ended, could he have.hindred Don Bruno Mau- 
rice de Zavala from entering this province, and mak- 
ing himfelf matter of the Redudions. But it is not 
true, that he ever aflumed the title of King of Para- 
guay by the name of Don Jofeph the firft. The 
Marquis del Fuerte immediately ordered him to the 
King's jprifon, where, for almoft five years, he enjoy- 
ed as much liberty, as if he had been in a houfe of 
his own, going wherever he pleafed, not only in town 
but in country. I have even been afltired by a 
]>er(bn of diftindtion, that he had often lent him his 
chaife upon thefe occaiions. Many 
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Makt wondered at his not taking dd vantage of 
this indulgence to make his eicape. But, befides his 
being narrowly watched, (and, indeed, k cannot be 
doubted, that the Viceroy took every proper meafure 
to prevent bis elopement), he was nrmly perfuaded, 
that no proof could be brought againft him. He 
«ven was bold enough to fay fo much to the Archbi- 
shop of Lima, who had been predece0br to the Mar> 
quia de Caltel Fuerte, and who had a better right to 
kaow him than any other perfon. This Preliatfe 
having one day cxpreffed his furpri^e at his not 
availing himfelf of the liberty he enjoyed, Antequera 
aniwered, that his conscience reproached him witbno^ 
<thing ; and that he fhould cercainiy be able to nth 
imaik his accufers, and (hew his enemies in tlheirown 
colours. 

" Two things, b particular, ttofpJred him with this 
esMifidenoe. The firift was the infinite number of 
memorials and procei!es he had compofed^ and 
<be art with which he had compofed riiem j the fe* 
jcon<J, the talent he pofleffed, in a fovereign degree, 
of making people believe whatever he pTeafeil, by 
^he fingdar tqrn he knew how to give every thing he 
Spd^ oE He began by giving out^ that a refufal 
inade by the. Jefuits, on pretext of their privileges, 
to let him vifit their Redu6tions, according to an order 
-he had received for that purpofe frdm the Royal 
Audience of Charcas, was the true (burce of every 
charge brouglit againft him ; and it is certain that 
-fhis tale gained fuch credit at Lima, that, for feveral 
•years after, no. one called the truth of it in queflion ; 
£> that Don Anthony de Ulloa, in his -Voyage to the 
South Sea, rnakes no difficulty of relating it as an un- 
doubted fa6t, and attributing to it all the troubles of 
this unhappy province. A fingle ktter of his Catho- 
Jick Majefty, which we ftiall fbon h^ve occafion to 
meoiioo, inigfat have ferved to undeceive thifi^ author. 
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fi^tftimable in other r^efpe^s. He was not, however, 
the only perf6n to fuflfer himfelf to be led aftr^y by 
the tone, Anteqi^era found means to give the ca- 
pital. 

BjuT, as Antequera dreaded tJie Go^ju^or of 
Paraguay even more than the Jefuics, ^gainft wham 
he had found means to prejudice the whole city of 
Linia, he undercook to gain hin?^ aiKJl perfuade hiiji) 
fo thoroughly of his innocence, that this Prelate, from 
bebg one of his mod dangerous enennies, might be 
under a neceffity of becoming his defeiider. He^ 
therefore, wrote to him a letter, dated from hisprifoa 
the fourth of Auguft 1726, to complain of what he 
had writtra againft him, and juilify his conduct B^ 
the Bifliop's anfwer, which was primed al(»ig with 
his letter, was what perhaps hurt him moft io the 
minds of the Judges, and of all thofe^ who had not 
permitted themfelves to be biiaded by hia dazadii^ 
language. . 

The Viceroy, oft his fide, was very uneafy to fee 
himfeif charged with the trial of a man, who.had re^- 
duced and brought over to his intetreft the greateft 
part of the capital of Peru ; and for this rea(bn, even 
before the criminal's arrival there, made the ftroogeft 
applications to his Majefty for leave to fend him over 
to Spain, to take his trial there. To this his Ma- 
jefty at firft confented ; but it was not long before he 
changed his mind. Accordingly, and in a letter tQ 
the Viceroy of the i8th of April 1726, after enume- 
rating the many crimes laid to Antequera's charge, and 
in particular that of driving out of the province a 
company, which, his Majefty is pleafed to (ay, had 
(pread through fo many nations the light of the GqC- 
peJ, he-orders the laid Antequera to be tri^ at iLima, 
and executed there, if found guilty ; as, thoi^h fomp 
things might appedr, by fending him to Sp^in^. to 
extenuate his guilt in other refpeds, nothing covrU 

deftroy 
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deftroy the proofs of high treaibn brought againft hififf 
which it was proper to puniih, as well as hts other 
crimes, in the kingdom, in which they had b^en com-* 
mitted. And, as his Majefty knew nothing, when he 
wrote this letter, of Antequera's being in cnftody, he 
diredts the Viceroy to fpare no pains or expence id 
caufe him to be apprehended and brought to juftice. 
He likewife orders, that the members of the Royal Au-» 
dience of Charcas, who had a hand in deputing An^ 
tequera to Paraguay as Judge Inquifitor againft Don 
Diego de los Reyes, though they knew the former 
had a commiffion to fucceed the latter when his time 
was expired, fhould be immediately fiifpended, and 
proceeded againd: according to law ; and all the pro^ 
ceedings (ent to him, that he might himfelf decide 
on the occafion as circumftances required. 

The firft thing the Viceroy did, after he had re* 
ceived thefe orders, was to commiffion an Oydor of 
the Royal Audience of Lima, a man whofe probi^ 
ty and talents were univerfally acknowledged, to. ex- 
amine all the accufations brought againft Antequera^ 
But, as feveral important fa£ts could not be cleared 
up except in the very places where they happened, 
he thought proper to fend a commiilary to Paraguay ^ 
and, towards the end of September 1727^ named for 
that important function Don Mathias Anglez, who 
then commanded at Corduba, and was afterwards 
promoted to the government of Tucuman. To his 
inftrudtions he added power to confifeate the goods of 
all thoie, whom he fhould find guilty of rebellion ) 
and particularly recommended to him to proceed 
againft Ramon de las Lianas, and Sebaftian Fernandez 
de MontieU to caufe them to be apprehended:-, and 
hear thirty witne&s at leaft, in regard to the priilci* 
pal fadts. 

Don Mathias, on receipt of this commiffion^ (et 
out from Corduba ; and two days after his arrival at 

the 
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the AfTumption, Ramon de las Lianas, and Ortiz 
de Zarate, attennptcd toftir up the people againft him. 
But he was not to be frightened ; and found means to 
keep the inhabitants within the bgunds of their duty. 
Montiel arrived a few days after; but he thought 
propfef to keep himfelf concealed, whilft Ramon was 
apprehended^ and Ortiz difappeared ; fo that Don Ma- 
thias's inquifitiort was carried on with the greateft 
tranquillity. Though the accufed were permitted to 
except againft as many witneffes as they thought pro- 
per, there remained a fufficient number; and Don 
Mathias^having ej^ecuted his commiffion to the general 
fatisfadlion of all the inhabitants, fet out on his return 
home in the month of May 1728, leaving Ramon in 
a caftle^ where he Was fo ill guarded, that in a 
few days he found means to get back to the city. As to 
Montiel, he appeared in publick, without Don Martin 
deBarua fo much as pretending to take any umbrage 
at it. . ... 

The Viceroy no foorter heard of this re-; ^ 

miflnefs, thati he clearly difcoyered the lie- ' ' ' 
ceflTity there Was of giving the province ' \'^^ 
another governor. For this purpofe he call his eyes 
upon Don Ignatius Saroeta, who had filled with dif- 
tindlion the poll of Corregidor at Cufco. He 
was not, however*, without apprehenfions, le(t 
this alteration fhould be attended with' another 
rebellion at the Afllimption ; and thefe .apprehen- 
fions were founded on the following incident. 
One Fernand Mompo having made his efcape out of 
the prifon at Lima by fcaling the walls of it, it was 
foon difcovered, that he had taken refuge at the Af- 
fumption ; and Don Jofeph de Antequer'a was fuf- 
pefted of having given him letters of recommenda- 
tion for his private adherents, who, in fad, gave 
him a good reception, and procured him an 
employment in the town "houfe. Mompo, it feems. 

Vol, IL R . gave 
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gave himfelf out for a lawyer, though there is great 
rcaton to doubt, whether he ever ftudied the law. 
Be that as it will, he ufed to decide boldly ; and gave 
it out as a maxim, which had never been contra- 
dicted, that the authority of the Commune, or body 
of the people, it was thus he expreffed himfelf, was 
fuperior even to that of the King himfelf. In the fer- 
rnent that now prevailed in the minds of the inhabi- 
tants, this maxim was well received by a certain num- 
ber of perfons, and gained its author no fmall credit. 
Such was the ftate of affairs at the AfTumption^ 
towards the clofe of the year 1730, when the inhabi- 
tants received the news of Don Soroeta's promotion. 
At firft, it gave fome uneafinefs to the factious, but 
the new jurifconfult foon found m^ans to quiet their 
^pprehenfions. ** We muft oppofe, faid he, the rc- 
ceptipn of this new Governor, in the name of the Com- 
mune i and then np one in particular can be brought 
to an account for it/* This was judged an admira- 
ble exp^dienv, ^nd the city immediately fplit into two 
oppoiite parties. That of the fa(flious took the name 
•of the Commune \ the others were called the Con- 
trabande. The firft: called themfelves Communeros^ 
and all the reft Contrabandos, The firft bore the 
fv^ay, as being the boldeft ; they immediately declared 
that they would have no other governor but Don 
Martin de Barua. 

During thefe commotions, there arrived 
1^^ a letter written from Santafe by Don Ignatius 
Soroeta,^ to give notice that he would foon repair to 
the AflMmption. This letter was penned with all 
the prudence and polit^neft, which characterized the 
writer^ ' In the fame packet there was one from the 
Viceroy,, in praife of the new Governor, directed to 
the fecplgr chapter and all th6 perfons in employ- 
ment.,. When both had been read, in a great aflem- 
biy h^ld: at the town-houfe, Don Martin de Barua 

voted 
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Voted, that the new Governor (hoii Id be received, and 
no one voted againft him. It was refolved, that de- 
puties fhould be fent to compliment Don Ignatius dc 
Soroeta, and affure him, that he (hould be received 
with refpeit. But this was all a farce. Barua knew 
full well, but without pretending to know it, the 
Comrnuneros wene taking meafures to hinder Soroeta 
from fctting his foot in the province 5 and that 
Ramon and Montiel were fcouring the envirortj of 
the capital, in order to ftir up the inhabitants. 

The. Coadjutor, who was then making the vifit of 
his diocefe, no fooner heard of-tbefe commotions^ 
than he returned to the AflTumptiori, where he arriv* 
€d the 29th of December, being the King's birth day; 
After he had pontifically celebrated the divine mys- 
teries in his cathedral, he fpokc to the Governor, iit 
prefence of the two Chapters arid all the Parifh 
Priefts of the city.; arid told him, that he was crcdi* 
bly informed, that acOnfpiracy was hatching, from 
which .nxjthing but the greateft mifchref could bc;ex^ 
pe^pd-: that Mompo was gone to raife the garrifont 
of; all the neighbouring placed agajnft the Goyearnof 
fent by the VicerQy ;.ithat Dpn Bfcrnardin Marti nezi 
who commanded in the valley bfTabati, and Doh.Ig- 
natiu^Pereira, who commanded io the Gaftle of Ara-r 
cuaga^^ iWere aflw^bUngthel troopti Under their orders j 
and tha4; every one l^new what they meatit by fp 
doing.' • .■./.:!'• 

gAi^yA coldly aftfwered^ that he knew nothing of 
ihef^ .^rAnf^<aion§ i aftd thet :his l6rdfhip muft ha^^ 
b^en in\pofed v^pORi' ^fpeciaJly/ ijlifegard to Mompo 
and Pereira, for whom lie could in^fweh. . '♦ Sir," re- 
plied ^hieBi(hop, Withdrawing hin^feK at the fame 
time»:!' you wjlj foon fee, thjit I have better intelli- 
*^gfjnc€. than you- imagine." And, in faft, before 
two. days were at an end, news was received, thai; 
the two Officers, . for whom Barua had anfwered, 

R 2 were 
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were approaching the city at the head of three hiill^ 
<lrcd men. The Governor fent then> orders to flop 
ihort ; but it was by one of the nfioft Jealous partizans 
of the Commune ; and they behaved accordingly. 
They anfwercd, that the Commune had a great 
many things to rcprefent to the General, as well 
as to the Secular Chapter; and continued their 
mafch. 

They entered the city the 28ih of December ; 
and, Don Martin de Barua having fent them an order 
to retire, tliey all began to bawl out, that they would 
have no Governor but him, and would never receive 
Soroeta. They brought with them, and foon made 
ptiblick, memorials full of invedives againft the 
Viceroy, the Coadjutor, and the Jefuits. But they 
had fo much trcfpafled in thcfe writings againftall rules 
of decency' as well as duty, that Hell itfelf feemed to 
have didtated them. The Rebels intended to begin by 
excluding from the Council the Regidors Otazu, 
CavaUero de Anafco, Bcnitez and John Gonzalez 
Freyre. But it was neceflary to have the content of 
Barua, who now few how much he was to blame for 
fuff^ring things to be carried to fuch lengths. 
- The only method he could now think of, to ef- 
cape the danger into which he had thus brought 
himfelf, was to abdicate the government. He ima- 
gined, that, after this ftep, he could no longer be 
made refponfiblc for what might follow ; and ftilMefe 
for having favoured the revolt, thereby to maintain 
himfelf in his poft; fiut this abdication ferved only 
loertcreafe the evil, without convincing any one of 
the integrity of his intentions. • ■ 

The moft moderate exerted' themfelves to engage 
him to keep his ftaff till his fiicceflbr came to' take it, 
by reprefenting.to him the inconveniencies of an 
anarchy in the pfeftnt circumfl^iifnccs. They took 
notice: z \i.^ i,- that no one had a right to receive his 

demiffion. 
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demiillon, or name a Commandant ; and added, that 
this was the opinion of the Commune itfelf. 

As thefe rcmonftranccs did not appear to make 
any impreflion upon him, the Coadjutor, attended 
by his Canons, the Parifli Priefts of the city, and the 
Superiors of the Fathers of the Mcrci, St. Dominick, 
and St. Francis, made a new attempt to prevail upon 
him. But he was not to be moved. The Prelate, 
however, having returned twice to the charge, Barua 
promifed to do every thing that was required of him, 
provided hf was aflured, that no one would oppofe 
the reception of the Governor fent by the Viceroy. 
But he knew full well, that the Commune would not 
accept this Condition. All he wanted, as Soroeta fince 
reproached him, was to engage the Bilhop in a ne- 
gotiation, which he was fure muft mifcarry, if his 
lordfliip at all confented to be employed in it. He 
likewife flattered himfelf, that this propofal of his 
would be taken fpr an inconteftible proof of his fincc^ 
rity. But he happened to be too well known, thus 
to impofe on the world. 

In the mean time, the tumult increafed to fuch a 
degree, that the feditious, pretending there was 
no Governor, nor, of courfe, any one to aflTure them, 
that they fliould not be brought to an account by 
the fuperior Tribunals, were for obliging Don Mar- 
tin de Barua by force to take up again the ftafFof 
command ; but, though all their endeavours proved 
fruitlefs, the Coadjutor, at lad, brought them to 
promife, that they would receive Soroeta, by becomr 
ingfecurity for his not proceeding againft them for 
what was paft. He then condudtecT them to hear 
the mafs he was going to celebrate. But they left 
the church in a greater fury than ever. This fudden 
jrelapfe was attributed to the difcourfes of fome per- 
fons wholly intent upon fomenting a fpirit cf revolt 
gipong them. 

R 3 Bii 
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Be that as it will, they all cried out with one voice, 
that they would not have Soroeta for Governor ; that 
they would have none but Don Martin de Barua ; 
and that it was neceffary to depofe the four Regidors, 
whom Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala had re-efta- 
bliflied. They would even have had the Coadjutor fide 
with them -, but he rejeAed their propofals with in- 
dignation. He then again prefftd Barua to re-afTume 
the government, till his lucceflbr arrived. But it was to 
no purpofe ; and the Commune, having now no longer 
any oppofition to fear, no longer kept any meafures. 
They imprifooed Otazu, Freyre, and fome other of 
the King's moft zealous fervants ; and it was only by 
flight, that Ramirez avoided iharing the fame fate. 
They then named Saldivon Camp^mafter Genera)*, 
«nd Francis de Roa Serjeant Major ; and caufe<l Don 
Jofeph Barrero and Don Pedro Bogarrin to be eledt- 
td Alcalde? for the enfuing year, thinking they 
might depend upon them. But it feems they did not 
fuffici^mly know tbem. 

The Coadjutor, in fine, after trying tot>o purpofe 
ievery method his z^^l and his prudence could fugged: 
to allay thi$ ftorm ; ajfter making to the fadious aH 
jthc propofals moft capable of quiet'mg their fears, left 
^he utter defpair of pardon fboUld plunge tliem inta 
ftill greater crimes, even fo far as to offer paffes for 
thofe, who might think proper to pafs over into 
Spain,' or repair to Lima; and even letters to his 
Majefty and the Vitreroy, from whom he would be 
•gnfwerable to obtain a general pardon for all that 
was paft i after fetting before their eyes the deftr^ifti* 
nn, that unavoidably waited them^ in cafe they refii- 
fed his offers, and the little they had to hope by per^ 
fitting in their febellion; he had the concern to leave 
them in a fit of fury, which they vented by bawling 
through all the ftr^ets, that it was, neceffary ,once mor«, 
and that for e^er,to drive thejefuits out of the province. 

Th« 
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The inhabitants of the Aflumption now could rid 
longer promife themfelves any fafety within doors. 
Nothing was to be feen but plundering and pillaging. 
Nay, the fadlious themfelves were not always more 
fpared than others. It was impoffiblc, that (hingi 
Ihould remain, for any length of time, in this violent 
condition. The principal leaders of the Commune 
were advifed to withdraw for forne time, that it 
might not be faid they had authorized thefe drfor- 
ders. But, before they retired to their country 
feats, they placed guards about the Governor's houfe, 
for the fafety of his perfon, they faid ; and, like'wrfe, 
about the town-houfe, where they had inripfifoned 
the two new Alcaldes, and the Regidors Arreflatio, 
Chavarri, and Michael de Garai, becaufe they would 
not confent to the expulfion of the Jefuits, though 
fome of them had figned memorials full of calum- 
nies againft thefe Fathers. 

Don Ignatius Soroeta had, in the mean time, ad- 
vanced as far as the Tebiquari, where he received 
two letters ; one from the Coadjutor, tvho* advifed 
him to ftay where he was, till he bad. taken meaftireii 
for his fafety; the other from Dbn N^artin de 
Barua, who gave him an account of all the rcfoluti- 
ons taken by the Commune. Don Ignatius made 
the hft a polite anfwer, but in fuch terms, as 
might let him fee what danger he himfelf fhould 
be expofed to, if the Governor named by the Vice- 
roy was not rec!eived in the province. He 'then 
retired to an Hermitage of St. Michael, where Don 
Eftevan Fernandez de Mora came to join him with 
thirty foldiers, which he had drawn from the towns 
of La Villa and the Holy Ghoft; and acquainted him, 
that there were great difturbances at La Villa, as 
the Commune had fent Alonzo de los Reyes, an 
intimate friend of Don Martin de Barua, to com- 
mand there in their name ; and he had been receiv- 
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ed thereby part of the inhabitants, in fpite of all 
the oppofition made by the reft. 

SpMK time after, Soroeta received a pais 
^73^ from thp principal Magiftrates of the Af- 
fumption ; upon which, though the heads of the 
Commune had not figned it, he fet out for the AA 
fumption the loth qf January 1731. He had fcarce 
crofled the Tebiquarj, when he found iTimfelf in- 
vefted by a party of eighty foldicrs, who told him 
they were? come to efcort him, but in reality had or-^ 
ders from the Commune to make fqre of his perfon. 
As it was now too l^te for him to retire, he put on 
a good countenance. As he approached the city, 
his efcort fuddenly encreafed to four thoufand 
pien. However, inftead of exprefling any dread or 
furprife at it, he fpoke to them with fo much good- 
nefa and affability, that h^ gained the efteem and 
aflfeftion of moft of them. In this manner, be en- 
tered the Affumption \ and ha^, imn^ediately on his 
arrival, a publick confprence with Don ^lartin de 
Barua, vy^hich riveted him in the efteerii pf all honeft 
men. 

Barua, (till perfuaded that this new Governor 
would not be ^received as fuch, did not thii^k proper 
to quit hi« palace for him ; fo that Soroeta was oblig- 
ed to be conduced to a private houfe, about which 
the Commune placed guards, which did not ^Uow 
him the liberty of fpeaking to any one yvitbout wit^ 
pefTes. They even carried their ii^olencc fo f;^r, a$ 
to entef wifh him the Coacljutor's apartment, wheqi 
he yvent to pay that Prelate a vifit. The day 3,fter 
his arrival, being the 25th pf January, he wem tq 
the lown-houfe, to prefent his commiflion. Bui 
the preceding night had been employed by the 
fadtious in regaining all thofe, whom his courteous 
behaviour had brought over to his intcfeft ; and in 
taking fuch good mefffures, that, after the AflTcmbly 
|ia^ promiled obedience to him, the Commune 

(hould 
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(hould rife up, and by their feditious clamours caufe 
a general infurredtibn. 

The thing happened as it had been concerted. 
The new Governor was (lopped, on his return home, 
near the main guard, and ferved with an order from 
the Commune to leave the province. He now 
clearly faw, what dangers he (hould be expo(cd to by 
continuing amongft thefe madmen, and prepared 
to fet out. Bur, though he remained but four days 
and a half at the A(rumption, and was all that time 
narrowly watched, he dilcovereda great many things^ 
with which it was highly proper the Viceroy (hould 
be acquainted ; in particular, that the third of 
February following, being the Fedival of St. Biaife, 
one of the Patrons of the capital, Don Martin de 
Barua, in confequence of a previous confultation be* 
tween him and the heads of the Commune, was to be 
again proclaimed Governor^ He did not, however, 
think him(elf obliged to conceal from Don Martin 
his having obtained this intelligence ; for, on taking 
leave of him the 28tb of January : 4di€U^ Sir^ faid he, 
IJball fcarce have turned my backy when you will tah 
up the ftaff again. Barua gueQed that h^ did not 
exprefs himfelf thus from a Ample fufpicion ; and, 
therefore, refolved not to reaflTume the ftafF again. 

SoM£ perfons, affecting great zeal for Soroeta's 
fafety, had advifed him to embark on the Paraguay. 
But, as he fufpedted the advice of ev^ry one he hap- 
pened not to b^ acquainted with, he anfwered, that 
he chole to travel by land \ and they thought proper 
not to prefs him. It has been fince difcovered, that 
this was a fnare to make him fall into the hands of 
the Payaguas. At leaft, there appeared very ftrong 
indications of thefe pirates having had notice given 
them of his expedted departure; and that they were 
to murder him, or at lead to carry ofF his papers. 
^\\Q Coadjutor himfelf, finding that z\\ his endea- 
vours 
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vours to keep Soroeta at the Affumption proved 
unfuccefsful^ remained there but a fliort time after 
him. . 

This Prelate was well informed of .what he had 
himfelf to apprehend from the rebels, who took no 
pains to hide their refentment at his refufing to con- 
fent to the expulfion of the Jefuits. He even knew, 
that the only reafon they had for not proceeding to the 
execution of their defigns againft thefe Fathers, was 
their having heard, that he had fent orders to all the 
churches to difcontinue Divine fervice, and even 
lay the whole city under an interdict, the minute 
thefe Religious fliould be obliged to quit it. But 
vvhat, at length, determined him to retire, was 
his having received certain intctHgence, that the 
Commune was refolved no longer to mind his in- 
tcrdi£ls, and the cenfures of the Church ; but imme- 
diately drive the Jefuits out of their College, with- 
out troubling their heads about what he might do. 
As, therefore, he could not ward this blow, he 
thought it became him not to flay to be a witnefs 
to it. 

The chiefs of the rebellion, however, not a little 
chagrined at his departure, immediately went to 
difeharge their (pleen upon the Royal Alfencz, Denis 
de Otazu, who, not thinking himfeJf fafe at home, 
had taken refuge in the Convent of St. Francis. 
They entered it forcibly in the night time; went to 
his chamber ; and, after reproaching him with hav- 
ing betrayed his country, took from him the Royal 
ftandard, which he did not, they faid, deferve to 
carry; and then depofited it with the firft Al' 
calde, Barreyro. They, now, thought themfelves at 
liberty to do what they pleafed, as they made no 
doubt of their being able to do what they pleafed 
with impunity ; the fituation of the province, they 

imagined. 
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imagined, being fuch, that it would be impoffible to 
reduce them by force. 

All authority was now in the hands of Safdivon, 
whom they had named Camp-mafter G^ncrai, and 
the ruling Alcaldes and Regidors. Nothing, hovf ever, 
was done without the advice of Monvpo, the annbor 
and the oracle of the Commune, and the fovercign 
arbiter of all their deliberations. They, likewile, 
paid great regard, to that of Don Martin de Baryta, 
though he conftantly rcfufed to aft as Governor. 
But, though he chimed in greatly with Mompo, he 
took care not to appear openly in any thing. People, 
however, had fuch an opinion of his credit with 
them, that one of the principal inhabitants of the 
Affumption dared not refufe him to depofe upon 
oath, though contrary to bis confcienee, that the 
Coadjutor had not given him notice of the oooipira* 
cy formed by the Commune. He weakly imagined, 
it (eems, that he m%ht diicbarge his cdnfcience by 
a private retraftation ; and by declaring, that it was^ 
merely to avoid Bar\ia's indignation, he had thus 
aded againft it. 

The Commune now began to perceive, that it 
was proper to give their governmervt fome reg»!srr 
form. It is even very probable, that they refohred 
to do without a Governor. They erecSbed a junto for 
the adminiftration of juftice ; refolved, that the 
Prcfident of it ftio»M. be ftiled Prefident of the EVow 
vince ; and, after cafting their eyes on different per* 
fons, fixed upon Don Jofcph Lewis de Barreyro to 
fill that poft. The manner, in which the* Alcalde 
had hitherto behaved, had univerfally ingratiated' 
him with the factious. But be no fooner cook pol^^ 
feffion of his new dignity, than he ftiewedhimfelf to 
be, what hereaMy was, a very loyal fubje£t ; he refolv- 
ed to make no ufe of his power, but to re-eftablifli or- 
der and fubordtnation in the province. With thi» 
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view, he immediately rid it of the man, whom he 
thought the moft capable of making his prqjedt 
miicarry. 

Knowing, that Mompo ufed to go very often to 
a farm houfe, to fee a woman of low condition, with 
whom he had been fmitten, he took a party of men 
with him ; threw himfelf in his way on his return 
to the AfTumption ; and, on meeting him, cried, 
out, ** This is a lucky meeting. I was going with 

theft men to Yaguaron, to depofe the Corregidor 

there ; and you will oblige me greatly, if you will 
*' be fo kind as to come with me, to prevent my 
** taking any wrong ftep.'* Mompo, who had no 
great afl^dtion for the Corregidor, complied with 
joy. But Barreyro, inftead of taking the road to 
Yaguaron, turned towards the Tebiquari ; and 
Mompo, who happened not to be well acquainted 
with the country, and whom Barreyro found means 
to amufe at the Corregidor's expence, never took 
notice of it. 

As night came on, and no figns of Yaguaron ap- 
peared, Mompo began to fufpedt his conductor; 
and the chearfulnefs, with which he had hitherto 
behaved, fuddenly forfook him. He faid, that they 
muft certainly have miftaken the road ; but Barreyro 
aflbred him that they would foon be at their jour- 
ney's end. Soon after, they reached the Tebiquari ; 
when the Prefident afTuming an air of authority, 
told Mompo, that he arrefled him in the King's 
name ; and, without giving him time to reply, or- 
dered him to be conducted to Ytati, from whence he 
was fent to Buenos Ayres, where Don Bruno Mau- 
rice de Zavala confined him in a dungeon, and gave 
orders for his trial. 

This vigorous flroke greatly ftunned the Com- 
mune, not fo much from any regard to Mompo, as 
from the appcehenfioni^ of hig difcovering . feveral 

things^ 
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things, with which it highly imported many of their 
principal leaders that the fuperior Tribunals (hould 
remain unacquainted. Barreyro, in the mean time, 
found means to give fo favourable a turn to what 
he had done, that the warmeft of the party contented 
themfelves with faying, that, if Mompo was guilty. 
It would have been much more proper to try him m 
the prtxvince, than to deliver him up to the enemies of 
the Commune. The Prefident not only let them go 
t)n, but loft no time to declare himfclf openly a faith- 
ful fervant of his Majefty. Nobody, however, ven- 
tured to oppofe him, as the confidence with which 
he a^ed was taken for a Tare fign, that be had a 
powerful party ready to declare in his fiivoun 

The Comrtiune, befides, had fomething more 
urgent to deliberate upon than the behaviour of 
their Prefident. This was, to hinder Mompo from 
.falling into the hands of the Viceroy, who would 
not fail to make him fay more than fuitcd with their 
fafety. People imagined, that, as foon as he had 
been tried at feuenos Ayres, the Governor would 
tranfitiit him to Lima, as it in fad happened. But 
•Don Bruno happened to be ill lerved by thole, 
whom he had chofen to conduct his prifoner. He 
ordered them to take the road of Mendoza, a town 
within the jurifdidion of Chili, and from thence con- 
tinue their journey, by bye roads, to the capital of 
Peru ; whereas, when they arrived at Mendoza, think- 
ing they had nothing more to fear, they took the 
high road. P>ut they foon found themfelves mifta- 
ken ; their pri(bner was reCbued ; and, as it was after- 
wards difcovered, made his efcape into Brazil. 

Barreyro found it an eafy matter to contain the 
faftious, till the month of Augufl following, when 
the news of Mompo's evafion reached the AfTumpti- 
on. 3ut then the paffion. of two men, who de- 
clared openly againft the Prefident, rekindled the 
foe of rebellion. One of thefe men was Bartho- 
lomew 
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lomew de Galvan ; the other Michael de GarsiL 
The firfl: wanted to be revenged of Barreyro, whor 
had oppofed him in an affair of great importance to 
him. The other was incenfed at Saldivon the 
Camp-mafter General's oppofing him in every thing ; 
and at the Prefident*s not endeavouring to ftop this 
perfecution, after he had been requefted to interpofe 
his authority for that purpofe. They, therefore, unit- 
ed againlt him, and refolved to ruin him. 

This diflention had very material confequences. 
The confufion became general all over the Province, 
and both parties raifed troops. Barreyro held out 
a long time, with a firmnefs worthy of the caufc. be 
maintained. But iinding that he was betrayed by 
the very men upon whom he had raoft depended, 
he judged it was high time to confult his fafety. He, 
firff, withdrew to the Houfe of the Fathers of the 
Mefci. But, the Commune having placed guarcls 
about it, he concluded that a defign had been formed 
againjft His life. He, therefore, contrived to make 
his efcape out of fo difagreeable an afylum; arid, 
after many narrow efcapes from bis purfuers, ireach- 
ed one of the Reductions. His enemies connforted 
thetttfelves: for bia efcape, by the liberty whidb his 
abfentre afforded them of .doing every, thing they 
thought proper. They immediately appointed Don 
Michael de Garai to (liccced him as Prefident of the 
Junto ; and the firft ufe their new Magiftrate made of 
his authority was, to create two new. Regidors, who 
were entirely devoted to him. : • 

Though Barreyro's retreat left the Jefoits of the 
Affumption without any fupport, tbe Commune di^ 
not think proper to attempt any thing againft.tbem, 
lefl the oppafite party fhould take up arms in tberr 
defence. They, therefore, thought k more aci.v,ir 
fable to begin by rendering them odious,' eveMP 
thofe, who (till exprefled the grealeft efteem ^n4 
friendfliip for them. They caufed it to be ruropured 

as 
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as a thing certain, that they had diftributed money 
among the Payaguas, to engage them to fall in a 
body upon the city, and ruin it from the fbundati-* 
ens, after maffacring all its inhabitants ; and, to 
give the greater air of probability to fo atrocious 21 
calumny, a Friar, who fided with the Commune, 
was prevailed upon to difperfe all over the city a 
inanifefto, as the undoubted work of Father Gomez, 
in which the Viceroy and feveral very refpeftable 
perfbns were treated with the greateft indecency. 
The charafter of the man, who propagated this im- 
pofture, gave it fuch weight, that in a ffiort time 
the bed and honefteft men feemed to be alarmed, 
in good earned, at the danger, to which they thou^t 
the province was expofed ; and cxprefled their fur- 
prize at the inhabitants fufFering among them perfons 
capable of fo black a crime. 

The Fathers^ however, had ftill fome friends Icfr, 
generous enough to refute thefe calumnies : and the 
Camp-mafter General abfblutely refufed to con- 
fent to their expulfion ;. not that he loved them ; 
but that he did not choofe to have any violences 
againft them to anfwer for. He wanted gready, 
that, they (hould retire of themfelves ; and, to oblige 
them to it, left every one at liberty to ufe them ill'. 
Accordingly, things were carried to/uch extremities, 
that they could no longer venture to (hew their faces 
abroad^ even to procure themfelves the neceflaries of 
life ; fo that they might have perifhed with hunger, 
had not fome charitable perfons privately fent them 
provifions. Nor was it an eafy matter to do this 
good work, as all the avenues of the College were 
befet with guards. At length, the Commune 
finding they held out notwithftanding, employed 
every method to llir up the populace againft them, 
in order to make them quit the College themfclvei, 
rather than wait to be violently driven out of it 

For 



456 THE HISTORY 

For- this purpofe it was given out, that an army 
of their Indians Was advanced as far as the Tcbiquari, 
where they only waited for their orders to enter the 
province. Then, on the report of (bme fure perfotis, 
who had been fent out to examine into the truth of 
thefc reports, that they difcovered no fiich thing, the 
Commune accufed them of having an underftanding 
with the Jefuits, and fent Deputies to the Coadjutor^ 
to beg of him to oblige the Provincial of the Com- 
patiy to Tend back thefe forces. The Prelate made 
anfwer, that they had no reafon to make themfelves 
uneafyi that thefc Neophites, it was true, held 
themfelves in readinefs to defend themfelves, in cafe 
of attack \ but that they would remain quiet, as 
long as no attempts fhould be made on their liber- 
ty, unlefs they were ordered into the field by thofe 
who had then a right to do it. 

The Deputies of the Commune having met the 
Prelate on his return to the Aflumption, he had a 
roind to try, if, , after nine months abfence, the re* 
bds would be readier to liften to him than when he 
fct out, ^s he began to flatter himfelf they would, 
from an account he received on the road, that there 
was no good underftanding between their Chiefs. 
He had even been informed, that they had entered 
the city in the month of November in two feparate 
bodies, who difagreed in regard to feveral points; 
the depofition or the Camp-mafter General being 
the only meafure that met with no oppofition, as 
they found him inflexible in regard to the expulfion 
of the Jefuits. But this Officer had dexterity 
enough to avail himfelf of their mifunderftanding in 
other refpedls, fo far as to defeat all their endeavours 
to remove him. 

The Coadjutor was not equally happy in 
'''^ drawing from thefe divifions the advantages 
^T3^ he expeded. But what gave him moft con- 
cern 
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c^'ern was, that the greateft obftacles to his fucceft 
were formed by fome Ecclefiafticks, who, though^ 
fnore obliged than others to extinguilh the fire of 
rebellion, employed themfelves wholly in fo- 
fnenting it. Nay a Friar, who preached at the 
Cathedral during Advent, was not alhamed to apo^ 
logize for the Commune. Thisj after all, confi- 
dering the general infatuation which now poflefled 
the Inhabitants of the Affumption, may appear left 
furprifing, than what happened the year following 
at Buenos Ay res, where a prieft was heard to affirm 
from the pulpit, that the Conimune of Paraguay 
had deviated in nothing from the obedience due to the 
laws of the kingdom, either by defending their li- 
berty by force, pr by refufing to acknowledge Doii 
Ignatius de Soroeta for Governor of the Province. 
The menioir, in which I found* this fadt, does not 
liarrie the Preacher ; but yet defcrlbes him fuffici- 
fcntly to authorize a conjedure, that it was Father 
John de Arreguy, a Francifcan, named to the Bi* 
Ihoprick of Buenos Ayres; and it will appear in the 
courfe of this hiftbry, that this eonjedture is but too 
well founded. 

Be that as it will, the year was now drawing to 
a tonclufion \ and there was a neceffity * for think- 
ing on iht eleftion of new Officers for that enfuingl 
Don Anthony Ruls de Arrelano and Don Francis 
de Roxos Aranda were chofen Alcaldes. The firft 
was, at the fame time, declared Prefident of the Junto ; 
and the firft thing he did on entering that office, was 
to draw up judicial accounts of every thing that had 
pafled in the Province fince the departure of Don 
Bruno Maurice de Zavala, to be fent to the Royal 
Audience of Charcas; flattering himfcif, that this 
Sovereign Court would approve it. He charged 
V^ith thefe accounts Bartholomew Galvin and An- 
thony Vaez, with whom Don Jbfeph Canalez, one 

Vol. II. S of 
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of the Ecclefiaflicks who had declared for the Com- 
munes, aflbciated himfelf, in order to profecute aa 
appeal, which he had carried before the Metropoli- 
tan againd a fentence pronounced againft him by 
the Provifor, -and afterwards confirmed by the Coad- 
jutor. But thefe Deputies, on their arrival at 
Corduba, received fome news, which determined 
them not to proceed any further. The better to 
underft^nd what this news was, we mud refume the 
thread of what had happenied at Lima, fmcc the 
Marquis de Caftel Fuerte had received orders from 
the King to try, without appeal, Don Jofcph de 
Antequera ; and caufe to be executed the fentence, 
which he fliould pafs upon him in the Royal Audi- 
ence of lima. 

We have already feen, that the Viceroy, rn con- 
Tequence of the fupreme orders juft now mention- 
ed, had fent a Commiflary to Paraguay^ to take in- 
formations of every thing that had paifed in this 
Province, fincc Don Jofeph de Antequera had 
ufurped the government of it. As foon, therefore^ 
as the Commiflary returned, his excellency ordered 
the tryal to be begun and profecuted without inter^ 
million ; and, perhaps^ a more perplexed affair never 
came before, any court of jufticci as well on ac- 
count of the enormous quantity o^ depofitions 
Which it was neceflary to read and to compare, as 
the artful turn given to thofe written in defence of 
the crimrnal and his accomplices. 

Accordingly, Antequera made Co fure of ita 
being, impoffible to convift him, that his confidence 
Teemed to increafe iii proportion as the depofitions 
were examined. His anfwer to thpfe^ who expreflcd 
any furprife at his fecurity, was,* that, during his 
refidence in Paraguay, he had rendered the King 
fervices, for which l^e expefted his Majefty would 
thank him, though they* (hould be found to confift 

ia 
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In nothing but the di(c(jvery he had made of the ar* 
tifices of the Jefuits, and the treafures they poffefled. 
•* In a word," he ufed to cry out upon every occafion^ 
" I only defire to fee my conduft well fifted, to be 
** loaded with honours ; otherwife, I muft be hanged j 
" there is no medium for me/' This is what the 
gentleman^ I have already mentioned, aflured me 
he heard from Antequera's own mouth. . 

The depofitions of Don Matthias Anglez check- 
ed his confidence a little; but the arrival of Don 
Ignatius Soroeta compleated his ruin. The Viceroy 
expefted every moment to hear of his being peace- 
ably fettled in his government of Paraguay, when he 
faw him enter his apartment Surprifed at fo 
unexpedled an apparition, he ajfked him what 
brought him back to Peru. Soroeta, after a Ihort 
relation of all the dangers he had to encountet 
through the means of the rebels of that Province, 

gave his excellency to underftand, that, in alt pro- 
ability, Don Jofeph de Antequera and Don Toha 
de Mena dill greatly influenced all the proceedings 
at the Aflumption. The Viceroy, upon this, imme-^ 
diately fent for the Marquis of Cafa Conchez, Pre- 
.fident of the Royal Audience of Lima, and begged 
of him to repair to the King's prifon, and feize 
upon all Antequera's papers. The Prefident, ac- 
cordingly, went there, but brought nothing back 
except fome writings of no confequence. The 
Viceroy having then aflced him, if he had fearched 
the prifoner's pockets, and the Prefident anfwering 
that he had not, " Return direftly,'* replied the Vice- 
roy, " and fearch every where." The Marquis^ 
accordingly, returned; fearched Antequera's pockets ; 
and found in them letters, the perufal of which, if 
we may judge by the refolution which his excellen- 
cy immediately took, fully juftified Soroeta's fufpi- 

cions. 

S % The 
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The firft thing he did was to order Antequera. 
to a dungeon, and acquaitft the Royal Audience^ 
that they muft lay every other tmffncfs afide, in 
order to difpatch the tryal of him and his fellow 
prifoner. The work was already in fuch forward- 
hefs, through the vigilance of the Prefident, that^ 
in a few days, both of them received fentence. 
That of Don Jofeph de Antequera y Caftro import- j 

ed, that, being found guilty of feditiou and rebellion, 
and confequently of high treafon, he Ihould be 
taken out of his priibn in a cloak and hood, placed 
Upon a horfe caparifoned with black, and, preceded 
by a Herald publickly' proclaiming the crimes of 
which he had been accufed and convicted, conduced \ 

to the Great Square, there to lofe his head on a 
(caflfbld ^ that all his efTedts (hould be confifcated 
to the ufe of the Crown, after dedufting the expen- 
ces attending his tryal ; and that the Alguazil Ma- 
jor, Don John de Mena, his accomplice in thefe 
crimes, ihould be conducted to the fame place, to 
be ftrangled on a fcaflEbld lower than the firft. 

The news of this fentence caufed a general uproar 
all over the city, and every one called the juftice 
of it in queftion. Antequera himfelf was of ano- 
ther way of thinking. His fentence had no (boner' 
been read to him, than, as if a film had fuddenly 
dropt from his eyes, he not only acknowledged 
himfelf guilty, but the Jefuits appeared to him in 
quite a different light from that, in which he had 
hitherto confidered them. The firft thing he did 
was, to engage the Provincial of the Dominicans, 
who had immediately repaired to his prifon, to beg 
Father Thomas Cavero, Redlor of the College of 
St. Paul, to come and f^e him ; and, as foon as he 
faw Father Cavero enter his room, he fell proftrate 
at his feet, bathed in tears ; implored his pardon 
and that of the whole Company for all he had done, 

faid^ 
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laid, or publifhed agairift them ; protefting, that, 
if it was in his power, he would go round all their 
houfes, with a chain about his neck, to make the 
fame declaration, and alk the fame indulgence. 

The Redtor, melting into tears at thefe demon- 
ftrations of repentance, took him up, and, embracing 
him in the tendereft manner, aflured him that every 
thing (hould be forgot. He added, however, that, 
as the injuries he had done the Society were of a 
public nature, he thought the confeffion and repa- 
ration of them fliould, likewife, be public. Ante- 
quera anfwered, that nothing could be more juft; 
and that he, accordingly^ intended to acquit himfelf 
of this duty on the Scaffold. But afterwards re- 
fledling, that he might not be then in a condition 
to explain himfelf as he ought, he charged Fathei* 
Afpcricualta, a Dominican, who was come to prepare 
him for death, to publifli for him, before he was exe- 
cuted, his retraftion and repentance. 

Father Gavero having then afl<ed him, if he 
might not expert to be of fome fervice to him, 
he anfwered, that he would infinitely oblige him by 
engaging Father Manuel de Galezan, to come and 
fee hinni, and not (lir from him during the three 
days he had to live. Father Galezan, though he 
had entirely loft his fight, and that very early, was 
0t this time the moft eminent Preacher and Direftor 
of confciences fn all Lima. Antequera requefted 
fome more of the Tefuits, with whom he was beft 
acquainted during nis ftudies at Lima in the Col- 
lege of St. Paul, to come and fee him likewife; 
But he placed hi^ chief confidence in Father de 
Galezan, who came diredtly and fhut himfelf up in 
the priibn with him ; and could fcarce obtain a fin- 

fjle moment from him, to comply with his moft 
ndifpenfable duties, 

S 3 Nothing^ 
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Nothing^ moreover, could be more edifying than 
his converfaiion and his afpeit ; fo tha.t the Friars, 
who, according to the cuftom of the country, aflift- 
cd him in great numbers, had nothing to do but to 
cheriJh the good fentiments with which God infpired 
him. But, while the criminal thus condemned 
himfelf, and thought of pothing but how he might 
fatisfy juflice, and deferve the mercies of the Lord, 
hothing was to be heard all over the city, but the 
cries of peribns, of every rank and gondiiion, exclaim^ 
ing againft the injuflice done him. Every one be-s 
lieved him oq his word, when he protefted he was; 
innocent, and charged the Jefuits with ?he greateft 
crimes ; and no one would believe him, when ho 
owned himfelf guilty, and retrained ^U he had fai.d 
figainft ^hem. §ome Qydors, it was given out^ 
refufed to fjgn his fentence. Thofe, who had fign- 
ed it, were beconie the objeAs of the public hatred. 
Nay, the Prefident himfelf^ till novy univcrfalljf 
cfteemed ?ind refpeded for his integrity and p?:obity,j 
was torn to pieces by the mod Qr'ue^ fatires. The 
Jefuits were fpared ftill lels than the Judges. In ^ 
word, the general cry was, that the Viceroy facrificed 
the moft evident innocence to the palfioh of thefe 
Keligious, who now no longer dared to ftir out of 
their houfes. This prevention h$id taken fo ftrong 
a hold of the inhabitants^ that they could not be 
^ured of it, even by feeing that Antequera, though 
furrounded by Friars in his way to the place of exe- 
cution, did npt give any folid marks of confidence to 
any body but Father de Galezan. 

It was on the 5th of July 1 73 1, that he was taken 
out pf prifon in the equipage I have mentioned j 
the Herald, who preceded him, making, with a loud 
voice, the following proclamation: '^ By order of 
^' the King our Sovereign Lord, whom God preJerve, 
^' and in his ^oyal name, iii virtue of the lentence 
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pronounced by the moft excellent Lord the Vicc- 
^ roy of thefe Proviiices, with the advice of the Royal 
** Audience, Don Jofeph de Antequera y Caftro 
*^ is condemned to die on a fcafFold, for having 
*' made the Province of Paraguay take up arms •, 
" engaged it fevcral times in a revolt, and a refufal to 

yield the obedience due to the fuperior Tribunals ; 

for having refufcd to receive the Governor fent 

by the Viceroy ; for having aflembled an army 
*' with artillery againft that coming from Buenos 
*• Ayres by order of the fuperior powers ; for having 
•* attacked this army, and killed above fix hundred 
** men of it; For all thefe fadts, and others mentl- 
*' oned in the tryal, he is condemned to lofe his 
*' head on a fcafFold. May all thofe like him pcrifli 
*' in the fame manner." 

The Viceroy, whoforefaw thefe commotions, had 
^t for the Commandant of Calao with a detach- 
ment of his garriibn. But, in fpite of this precauti- 
on, the; moment Antequera appeared, the Great 
S<}uare, and tb^ flreets leading to it, filled with a mul- 
titude of people, the moft moderate of whom, with 
thofe at the balconies and windows, cried out, 
Mercy ^ Mercys while the reft bellowed out InjuAicCf 
InjufUce. A lay brother of the order of St. Francis 
aicended the (caf&ld ; and, (baking his fleeve, bawled 
out with all his might, Mercy^ Mercy \ then, getting 
down again, he pofted himfelf under the fcafit>ld 
with a great cudgel under his habit. Some time 
after, there appearing a great croud, the fold iers from 
Calao received orders to fire upon it, as there was 
reafbn to think it came to re(cue the criminal ; end 
two Francifcan Friars, who happened to be in it, were 
unfortunately killed* It is even affirmed, that feme 
(bldiers fired into a balcony* and there killed a third 
Francifcan. Be that as it will, it is certain, that the 
•Ifty brother under the fcafFold, on feeing the two firft 

S 4 fall. 
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fall, was feared to (tich a degree, that he immediate- 
ly took to his heels, and never ftopt till he got to 
St. Paul's College, where he ran like a man 
who bad loft his fenfes into the Apothecary's (hop. 
This I learned from one, who then happened to be in 
the houfe. 

Antequera, who, all this time, was drawing near 
the fcafFold, fecmed to take little notice of what was 
doing, except by begging of Father de Galezan not 
to foriake him, but to continue to fuggeft to hirn 
every thing he thought it his duty to do, to put 
himfelf in a conditic^n to appear before the Sovereign 
Judge The Viceroy, however, finding that the tumult 
rather increafed than abated, took borfe, and put 
himfelf at the head of hjs guards. But his prefence 
ferved only to inflame it to a ftill greater degree. 
Fearing, therefore, that th^ criminal (hould be ref- 
cued, he ordered him to be fired at. Some have 
aiTured, that it was then the two Franciican Fathers, 
I juft now mentioned, and who it is (aid were of the 
number of thpfe that affifted Antequera^ had the 
misfortune of being killed ; but this fadl, it is proba- 
ble, was publiflied merely tp render the Viceroy odi- 
ous. Antequera wa$ ftill on horfeback^ when the 
foldiers fired at him ; bqt they took their aim Co well 
that he fell to the ground. It however might have 
happened, that, fome foldiers having afterwards fired 
fbme random (hots, two of the Religious who aflifted 
the criminal might have fallen through fear, and he 
afterwards trampled to death. At leaft, Father Galezan 
was thrown down by the multitucie when they dif^ 
perfed. Be that as it will, it is yniv^rfally allowed, 
that Antequera was mortally wounded, and expired 
the moment after his fall in the. arms of the Fathers 
de Galezan and Philip de Valverde ; and that they had 

the fatisfaftion tp feq him die in the fame fentiments, 
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in which, fince his condemnation, they had always 
found him. ' 

The Viceroy immediately ordered his body to be 
laid upon the icafibld, and his head to be cut off and 
(hewed to the people by the Executioner. He thca 
fent to take the Alguazil Major; Don John de Mena, 
out of pri(bn ; and as the Executioner, who was to 
ftrangle him, could not be found, he gave orders 
that he (hould be beheaded, and his head fliewed in 
the fame manner with Antequera's. All this was 
done without any one daring to make the leaft oppo- 
fition ; the intrepidity (hewn by his excellency in a 
coi2Jun£ture, in which his life was in danger, having 
difconcerted the feditious. I omit feveral things which 
happened when thefe executions, were, over, as I 
|:hought it no eafy matter to diflinguifli between truth 
f^n^ falfehood in the relations given of them. 
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BOOK XII. 



t^tOs proiu^tiy in Paraguay^ by the execution of Ant e^ 
fners and Mena. Jefuiis driven a third time out of 
tbeir CoUege ai the jijfumption. Don Jofeph Palos's 
kiier on ti^e .^ceajion to tbeir Prtyvindal, The Guay- 
curm tbrMen the City. Confuf/on in it. Meafures 
taken ly Don Bruno de Zavala for tbefecurity of tbe 
Prmnmce. Tbc Commune retain tbe Bifbop againfi 
Jtts wdL Tbe town of Corientes takes fart witb the 
Ommmmj and fends its King'i Lieutenant frifoner to 
the J^^mtptkn. Tbe Commune receive a blow from 
tbe HeebtOion Indians. Don Manuel Augu/lin do 
RmUba named Governor of Paraguay. Meafures 
taken bj tbe Bijbop to facilitate bis reception. Re-^ 
duOion Indians ordered to affemble on the frontiers. 
Bijbap rf Buenos Ayres^ at tbe Affumption. Hisjirange 
lebemmr there. Civil war in the Commune ; ended 
by a truce made by tbe mediation of tbe two Bijbops. 
AMoal of tbe new Governor at tbe Affumption. Ho 
meets wi^ great oppofition in bis attempts to re-efiahlijb 
tbe Jefuits. The Malecontent^ ratfe troops. Tho 
Gouemor does the famcy but is abandoned by moji of 
tbem : mil not li/len to any accommodation ; is left 
ahne^ and killed ; bis body treated witb great indignity ., 
Tbe Commune name tbe Bijbop of Buenos Ayres tbeir 
Gememor. Tbe Redu^ion Indians return home. The name 
of Commune changed into that of General Junto. 
ffew Governor made a tool of by the Commune ; fgns 
an ediO agmtfi tbe Jefuits. Reprefentation of their 
PrensinciaL Don Diego de los Rayes fully jujlified. 
The Ptfltop of Paraguay convinces of bis mi/behaviour 
tbat (f Buenos Ayres ^ who thereupon withdraws td 
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Buenos Ayres, The Bijhop of Paraguay follows bim^ 
The Redu£lion Indians return to the Frontiers. Or- 
ders of the Viceroy^ in confequence of the murder of 
the Governor, Famine and Jicknefs in the ReduSlions. 
Ne%v divifiom in the Junto. Death-bed retra^ion 
of the Defender of the Junto, EffeSfs of it. Dan 
Bruno Maurice de Zavala caufes bimfelf to he received 
in quality of Governor of Paraguay \ defeats the rear 
. guard of the rebel army. Punijhment of Prif oners. 
Rcdu^ion Indians difmfjfed. Governor*s letter in 
their favour to the King, He makes his €ntry into the 
Affumption, Unexpe£led fuhm^ffion of fever al Rebels. 
Some punijhed. The Bijbop of . Paraguay fbipwrecked 
in his return to the Affumptton, Jefuits unammofufly 
recalled by the whole province : how received. Don 
Bruno named Governor of Chili \ appoints Don Mar- 
tin d'Echauri Governor of Paraguay : fets out for bis 
new government. Attempt of the Spaniards upon the 
Colony of th^ Holy Sacrament^ affifled by the Redu/lion 
Indians, One of their payors killed at the attack^ 
College founded for the Jefuits^ at Buenos Ayres ; and a 
houfcy at Monte Video, Bijbop of Tucuman folicits 
leave to become one of them- 

CONSIDERING the fituation in which 
we left affairs at the Aflumption, one ' ^^* 
rnight very well forefee every thing that happened 
there, on the inhabitants of it receiving an account 
of the execution of Don Jofeph de Antequera y 
Caftro, and Don John de Mena. From what had 
paffed on the occanon in the Capital of Peru, it wa? 
bqt natural to expedt, that things would be carried to 
a degree of fanaticifnj in the Province of Paraguay^, 
Moil of thofe who compofed the Commune, even 
thofe who headed the Junto^ had been act 
complices in the crimes, which jiad brought Ante-r 
quera and Mena to the icaffbld ^ and as they mu{| 
^xpcdl to m^^\ ^he ftme fate, if they happened ta 
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liaU into the hands of the Viceroy, they refolved to 
die (word in hand, rather than expofe themfelves to 
the danger of it. The daughter of Don John de 
Mena had married Ramon de las Lianas, ^vho died late-e 
ly; aD(} ftie was now in mourning for hiip. But, the 
minute (he heard of her Father's degth, (he threw 
off her weeds, and pubh'cly appeared in her riche(l 
doatbs, telling all tho(e who expre(red any furprize 
at her doing (b, that it would be indecent in her td 
wear any rnarks of afHidlion, after receiving the new§ 
of a de^th (b glorioufly fufFered in the caufe of her- 
country. 

Nothing was to be heard but encomiums on the? 
two pretended victims of Liberty -, and it was im-? 
mediately refolved to facrifice the Jefuits to them, 
On this Occafion, Don Anthony Ruiz de Arrellano, 
who was 4t this tinie ruling Alcalde, behaved, at (ir(l, 
in a manner feemingly iio way to his honour^ 
for he vf2^s fufped^ed of having kept this refolutioi> 
a (ecret, merely to perfuade the public he knew 
nothing of the matter ; and that (b extraordinary an 
action was the fudden eff^dt of a popular commotion 
which he could neither foreffee nor prevent. There 
has (ince, however, appeared an^ple rea(Qn to be- 
lieve, that he^ in faft, fought merely to amufe the 
Commune, in order to gain time to fruftrate their 
deiigns ; and he has declared it himfelf in an authenr 
tick a£l, at a time he lay under no temptation to dif- 
gui(e the truth. 

The firft thing he did was to go with the Alcaldes 
eledt, and pay a vifit to the Coadjutor. After (alu-. 
ting him witH marks of the profoundeft refpedt and 
the fincered (or row, they befeeched him to forge^ 
all the indignities they had offered to his character 
and perfon ; and, li(lening entirely to his paternal ten- 
derne(s, employ his good offices with the Viceroy 
to obtain their pardon, as he might affure his excel- 
lency 
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lency they were heartily difpofed to yield him the 
moft unlimited obedience, and receive any Govcmoif 
he might think proper to fend them. In (hort, they 
befeeched him to order a Novena in honour of the 
holy Patrons of the City, and accompanied by pub^ 
lie afts of penance, in order to obtain from Heaven^ 
through their intercefTion, the tranquillity of the 
Province. 

Without calling into queftion Arrellano's up- 
rightnefs on this occafion, we cannot but fu[^fe» 
that the new Alcaldes meant only to amufc the Frc-^ 
late and the Public by this application, k was no 
fmall comfort to the Biftiop to fee the three prince 
pal Chiefs of the Junto in fuch favourable difpofitioos 5 
for it never entered his thoughts to fufped their fin* 
cerity. He promifed and granted every thing they 
came to a(k The Novena began and proceeded in 
a very edifying manner ; but the Commune roadeufe 
of thefe holy exercifes, merely as a veil to hide their 
preparations to execute defigns of a very different 
nature. 

Nor did they wait for this the expiration of the 
Novena V for, on the fevcnth day, being the i ith of 
February, on which Sexagefima Sunday fell that 
year, they held an Aflembly at the Town-houfe, 
in which it was rcfolved, that within two days the 
Jefuits (hould be dragged out of theiip Collie, and 
embarked on the Paraguay ; that all thofe, who had 
deferred the Commune, aqd the two Regidors, Ca- 
vallero and Anafco de Benitez, whofe informations 
were thought to have contributed moft to the miC- 
fortune of Antequera and Mena, (hould be put to 
death ; that guards fliould be placed at all the ave- 
nues of the Epifcopal Palace, to hinder the Coadju- 
tor from ftirring abroad ; and that he (hould not be 
fo much as permitted to (hew himfelf to the people ; 
that no one (hould be permitted to enter the Cathe- 
dral ; 
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dral; and that it fhould be declared death to pub- 
Kfli the fentence of excommunication and inter- 
di€tton^ with which the Prelate had threatened the 
City; in fine, that all their fteps (hoiild be taken 
in fuch a manner, as to kave no room to fufpeA they 
had been previoufly concerted* 

APTfeR this, two thoufand horfe aflcmbled with- 
Gilt the City; and^ the 19th about noon, exadllytwo 
years and a day after the Jefuits had been received* 
*s it were in triumph, at the Afllimption, thefe troops 
entered the City ; proceeded with great (houts dire<ftly 
to the College ; hewed down the gates with hatchets ; 
dcftroyed or carried off every thing they could lay 
their hands upon ; and turned the Jefuits out with 
fo much precipitation, that they had not (b much 
as time to take their Breviaries along with them, and 
ftiFI lc& to remove the Bleffed Sacrament to a place 
of (afoy, or fcreen the facred veffels from the pro* 
fanation there was too much reafon to fear they 
might be expofed to from men, who now no longer 
fet any bounds to their fury. 

This riot was headed by eaptain Roch Infurra-^ 
We, who added to thofe violences a great deal of 
Abufivc language, and died foon after, throwing up 
all his blood at the mouth. Thomas Lobara and 
Diego d'Avalos, whom the Commune had de- 
puted to the Town-houfe, to leave the order there 
for the expulfion of the Jefuits, periihed, likewife, 
much about the fame time. The firft was aflaffinated, 
and had but juft time to exprefs his repentance, and 
alk pardon of the Fathers of the Company. D' Ava- 
ios, more guilty, died of an apoplexy, before a Pried 
could be found to aflift him. The Biihop, however, 
though cfofely confined, received notice of every 
thing that had happened, and found means to fend 
a perfon to read to the rebels the fentence, by which 
lie declared them excorpmunicated j but they ftopt 

their 
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their ears not to hear it, thinking by that means to 
elude the force of it. The Prelate, n^reover^ wrote 
tiie fame day to Father Jerom Herran, Piovincial 
of the Jediits, the following letter, containii^ fixne 
particulars, which are hot to be found elfewbere : 






" This is. Reverend Father, the unhappieft day 
of my life, and I think it a miracle that k has not 
^^ been the iaft. I (hould have died with grief at 
the fight of my mod dearly beloved Brodiera, and 
my refpeiftable Fathers, facrilegioufly cqidled by 
^^ the Commune, whofe obftinacy I found knpdffi* 
^^ ble to furmpunt by three fuoceflive admonkiona 
^^ of the excommunicatioa contained in die Butt 
^^ m Cana Domini^ which were fervtd Upon aH 
*^ thofe who advifed, favoured, or etecuied, fii eaor-' 
^^ mous a crime ; by a general and perfcoal iMec* 
^ did| which I caft upon the City and all the Fro- 
^* vince^ chough foldiers were placed in the Aecple 
^< of my Cathedral, and it was declared death m 
^^ rine th€ bells. On the firfl notice I had of their 
^< defign, I fent word to the Redkor to fhot op aU 
** the doors of the College ; but chefe ficrilcgpous 
^' wretches either forced them open, or hewed them 
^ down With hatchets. I myfelf was iaveAed with 
<^ ibldiers in my own apartment, without being (6r 
^* much as permitted to appear at the door ; and 1 
^^ (hould have only expoTed my charader by follow^ 
*^ ing my inclination, which was to aooompany my 
*^ dear Fathers ; (hake the dud o(rmy (audais; aod 
** abandon for ever thefe excommunicated mifoe- 
** ants. 

The army of the Commune, when arrived 
within a league of the City, fent four Deputiea to 
^' me, two of whom had accepted this commiffion 
*^ merely to fave their lives and their fortunes, of 
^ which they were, iQ ca(e of refuiai, threatened to 

••be 
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** be ftript They were charged to tell me, in the 
^ name of ihefe troops, that they were coming to 
^ the Afliimption,' to drive the Jefuits out of it ; 
•• and that it was, therefore, proper J fhouM order' 
^ them to leave it of themfelves. I anfwered themy 
^ that this exceeded my authority ; but that I had 
^ thai 6f declaring, and a£tually declared, all thofe 
•* who cofnpoied the Commune, notorioufly excom- 
•• municated. I gave the fame anfwer to the Secular 
•• Chapter, which came to give me the feme advice ; 
•* adding, that on this depended the welfare of the 
•* Province^ and that it even highly concerned the 
•* lives of a great many perfons. I declared to them, 
•* that I would (boner bfe a thoiifand lives than fuf- 
•* fcr the leaft infrtngemenC of the immunities 
•* of the Church ; that I had already, for many 
^ days paft, offered to God the facrifice of that 
^ he had bellowed on me ; and ftill offered mvfelf 
•* frond the bottom of my heart asf a hotocaufc to 
" his Divine Majefty in (b glorious a caufe. 

** But nothing could reftratn their facrikgious 
" fiiry, which, however, with afW their menaces, 
** was not able to make any impreffion upon me. I 
** wifli I had deferved what St. Ignatius the Martyr ex- 
•• pefted from a kind of men not unlike them ; 
" C/iinam fruar be/liisj oudt trtibifunt praparata^ £5?r. 
" I remain without voice, for tears interrupt my 
** (peech. Let not your Reverence defer writing to 
** the Viceroy, a fingle moment^ and acquaint him 
** with every thing. 

•* P. S, Your Reverence may, if yoa think proper, 
•* fend the Viceroy a copy of my letter. I no 
•* longer fee any remedy to the difbrders of the 
" Province. The Rebels have threatened to drag 
** by force out of the fanftuary, and burn, the 
^ Prieft who fhali refufe to abfolve cheffH even 

" though 
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"though they fliould a(k no pardon; to familh 
the town, and ravage the Redudlions. I beg 
your Reverence may give notice to the Miffio- 
naries and Indians there to be on their guard, and 

" recommend to our Lord the unfortunate Jo- 

" feph Biihop of Paraguay." * 

Nothing but a foreign war was now wanting tq^ 
complete the misfortunes of that Province ; and it is 
furprifmg how the Guaycurus came to be fo long 
ignorant of the confufion that prevailed in it, or not 
take advantage of that confufion. At laft, fome days 
after the Jefuits had been expelled from the Affump- 
tion, thefe Barbarians gave it a pretty warm alarm. 
On this occafion, it was requifite to have recourfe 
to the troops of the Commune ; but they declared, 
that they would rather fee the whole City laid in 
alhes, than employ their arms in its defence, unlefs 
the Bifliop contented to take off the excommunica- 
tion and interdid. The Prelate anfwered, that he 
was ready to do both, provided the excommunica- 
ted would take an oath in the Cathedral, and before 
the Blefled Sacrament, that they would never 
more violate the immunities of the Church. They 
complied with this condition ; and the Birtiop, after 
pronouncing the abfolution, gave them to under- 
(land, that, the moment they broke their oath, they 
would again, and by the fadl alone, incur the cen- 
fures from which he but now loofed them. They 
promifed every thing ; but in fuch a manner, as afford- 
ed little hopes of their keeping their word. 

The Guaycurus, finding that preparrations were 
making to attack them, thought fit to retire. 

* It appears, by this and the following fubfcnption, that the Bi- 
ihop of Paraguay, to whom Don Jofeph bad been named Coadju- 
tor, was now dead. 

Vol. II. T They 
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They no Cooner di(appeared, than the rebels, having 
dticovered (bme carts loaded with fuch of the College 
forniture as had not been plundered, made ready to 
ietze them. But the Biihop, having received timely 
notice of what they were about, immediately repaired 
to the town houfe, to remonflrate againft (b unworthy 
ah a£t of violence ; and got an order to forbid it. 
% Within a fewTlays after this, the confufion increafed to 
fuch a degree, that it was often impoflible to know 
who commanded. Accordingly, no one any longer 
acknowledged any authority, or yielded any obedi- 
ence, but as far as it fuited his inclination or interefl:. 
Don Martin de Barua, who no longer pretended to 
be Governor, the Frefident of the Junto, the Alfarez 
Royal Curttdo, and the two ruling Alcaldes, had flill^ 
it is true, fbme (hadow of credit ; efpecially Anthony 
de la Sota, - who fupplied in their affemblies the 
place of Fernand Mompo, by the boldnefs with which 
he decided on every occafion, fi> that his credit 
ferved only • to increafe the confufion. Arrellano, 
his colleague, appeared among them againft his 
will ; and never intermeddled in any of their proceed- 
ings. 

It was even merely to avoid utter ruin, that he 
fiillaObciated with them, ib that he, under-hand, pre- 
vented all the mifchief in his power. The Camp- 
mafter General Martinez oppofed, likewiie, as much 
as in him lay, the boundle^ Kcenfe of the mod fedi- 
tious, and even openly difapproved the violences 
committed againft the Jefuits, though by doing Co 
he greatly hurt his credit, in (o much that moft of 
the military men required that he (hould be ftript 
of his employment. But he refolved to be before-hand 
with them, in fuch a manner, however, as to make 
them fenfible that it was not in their power to depofe 
him. For this purpofe, he coUeAed fix hundred 
men upon whom he could depend, and entered the 

City 
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City at their head ; and then, when the Commune 
expedled to fee him take fome vigorous refolutions^ 
he threw up his employment* He then retired to 
the country, followed by five hundred men ; fay- 
ing that he would remain there till the Viceroy 
had fent a Governor to Paraguay, to put an end to 
the prefent trouble, and confufion. 

His place was immediately filled up by Chriftopher 
Dominguez de Obelar \ and the poft of Seijeant Ma- 
jor, vacant by Obelar's promotion^ was given to 
Captain Francis de AguerOi Don Bruno Maurice 
de Zavala, having fbme time before received notice, 
that the Commune were taking mealures to make 
themfelves matters of the Redudions neareft to the 
frontiers of Paraguay, had given orders, the 30th of 
March, to the King's Lieutenant of Coriehtes, to 
fend fome foldiers to join the Indians, whom he had 
previoufly diredted to poft themfelves at the pailes 
of the Tebiquari j and, in cafe the troops of the 
Commune (hould attempt to diflodge them, to 
forward two hundred Spaniards to make fure of the 
port of Itati. But there happened to be little 
or no occafion for thefe precautions. 

The troops of the Commune were too raw and 
undifciplined to wilh to meafiirc their ftrength with 
thefe brave Indians. The Officers of the former had 
even aflured the latter, in order to engage them to 
return home, that they did not intend to give them 
any uneafinefs* But the Indians anfwered, that they 
would remain where they were, till he, who had 
ordered them there, Ihould order them to retire. 
Befides, the Deputies fent by the Officers of the 
Commune found them fo advantageoufly pofted, 
that, on the bare report of their well-chofen fitu- 
ation, a fudden pannic feized the whole party, 
who already thought they (aw them at the very gates 
of their City, They even attempted to engage the . 

T 2 Bifliop 
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Bifhop to fend them an order to return home; and 
chofe the Camp-maftcr General to wait upon him 
for that purpofe. 

The Prelate, who had already anfwered a requeft 
of the fame nature by faying, that it was only in 
their own defence the. Neophytes had taken up arms, 
returned Dominguez the fame anfwer • and, on Do- 
minguez's having the infolence to give him the lie, he 
apphcd to the Magiftrates to. do him juftice for (b 
flagrant a breach of refpedt, as there was no Governor 
to do it. Soon after, however, Dominguez finding 
an opportunity, to make the Bifliop feel his power 
and refentment, he^ade the moft of it. Don Jofeph 
de Palos had lately received a letter from Father 
John de Arregui, whom we have already mentioned, to 
beg he might come to Buenos Ayres, to confecrate him ; 
alledging, as an excufe for his taking (6 great a liber- 
ty, the ftrong defire his family had to afTifl at the 
ceremony. Don Jofeph, willing to oblige Father de 
Arregui, was preparing to embark, when Dominguez 
engaged the Commune to oppofe his departure, on 
pretence, that, confidering the prefent ftate of affairs 
in the Capital, the Bifliop's prefcncc could not be 
di(penfed with. But his principal motive for hold- 
ing this language was the apprehenfions he was 
under, lefl the Prelate (hould take, in concert with 
the Governor of Rio de la Plata, efFedual meafures 
for bringing the Commune to redfon ; and indeed 
it is very probable, that this was Don Jofeph's chief 
reafon for granting Father de Arregui's requefl. 

It was even fufpeded that the Commune had 
another reafon for oppofing the Bifhop's depar- 
ture V and the fequel of this hiflory will fhew that 
this fufpicion was well founded. They wanted, it 
was thought, to draw to the Affumption the new 
Bi(hop, whom they believed to be in their intereft ; 
and, therefore, left Don Jofeph fhould attempt to 

embark 
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rmbark without giving them an opportunity to (lop 
him, they took the jufteft meafiires to prevent it. It 
is certain, that, had he penetrated their true motive 
for behaving in this manner, he never would have 
confented to confecrate Father de Arregui. But 
there are numberlefs things, which upright and well- 
meaning men can lefs forelee and are lefs apt tofufpedl 
than others As, therefore, Don Jofeph could not 
leave the Aflumption, he wrote to Father de Arregui, 
that, if he could not defer his confecration, he muft 
repair to the Aflumption for that purpofe. 

In the mean time, the Neophytes polled at the 
pafles of the Tebiquari were very unealf at not 
feeing any appearance of the two hundred Spaniards, 
who were to fecurc Itati; but they foon heard the 
reafon of it. A treaty of aflbciation, which the 
G^mmune of Paraguay had been for fome time paft 
negotiating with the town of Corrientes, had 
been juft concluded ; and the inhabitants of the latter 
had chofen to declarie themfelves the very moment, 
that the King's Lieutenant was going to draught the 
two hundred men he had orders to fend to Itati. 
Nay, they went (o far as to bind him hand and foot, 
and fend him in this condition to (heir friends at the 
Aflumption. 

They had even the kifolence to fend Deputies ta 
Buenos Ay res, to acquaint Don Bruno Maurice de 
Zavala, that what they had done was for his Ma- 
jefty's intereft ; that they made no doubt, not only 
of his Majefty's approving it, but of his cor>- 
firming the new form of Goveoiment they had efta- 
blilhed in the name and by the authority of the 
Commute, as likewife the OfiiGers they, had 
ehofen ; and leave the Republick at liberty to depofe 
them, and put others in their p^aces^ when they 
fhould judge it requifite for his Majefty's fervice. 
AH this time they could not be ignorant of their 

T 3 Gfovcrnor'3. 
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Governor's way of thinking, as not to know how 
much they had to fear froni him. But they depend* 
cd on being powerfully aflifted by the Commune ; 
and, in fadt, they foon received from them two barks 
full of (bldiers and military (lores, which fo well con- 
certed a project for putting them in a condition to 
make themlelves matters of the Marfli of Neambucu 
that it muft have infallibly fucc^eded, were it not for 
the vigilance and alertnefs of the Neophytes, who 
were before-band with therq in taking pojOTelfion of 
this important poll. 

The Commune doubted fo little of the fuccefe of 
this ent^rprize, that the Camp-mafter General began 
to flatter himfelf, that thefe Indians, feeing their rer» 
treat cut off, would turn all th^ir thoughts to their 
towns^ by thi 3 means expofed to the difcrctioxi of the 
Commune's forces ; and thereby afford an e^fy oppor-. 
tunity to difp^rfe them, He, therefore, put 
himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, and enr. 
camped pretty near them. But, as they no longer 
apprehended any thing on the fide of the Marfti, 
whofe avenues were all very well guarded, they made 
no motion till the fifteenth of May, that a detach- 
ment they ftnt in the night time over the river 
fell upon the van-gu^rd of the Camp- matter Ge- 
neral, and carried off, without the leaft refiftance,^ 
a body of three hundred horie. This ftruck fo great 
a terror into the reft, that Dominguez, unable to 
rally the runaways, found himfelf under a ncceflity 
of following them to the Aflumption. The Neo- 
phytes purlued them, for fome time, and two of them 
were bold enough to proceed to the very walls, and 
reconnoitre all the roads teading to it. 

News now came, that the Viceroy had named to 
the Government of Paraguay, Don Ifidore de Miror 
nes Benavente, Oydor of the Royal Audience of 
Charcas, who had lately given great proofs of his 

prudence 
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prudence and capacity, by pacifying the Province of 
Cochabamba* It was even reported, that he wa's 
already making forced marches towards the 
Capital. In faft, he had already reached Tucuiiniart, 
when he was overtaken by a Courier fent after hini 
by the Viceroy, to let him know, that the King had 
difpofcd of the Government of Paraguay, in favour 
of Don Manuel Auguftin de Ruiloba, Captain Ge- 
neral of Callao. The Viceroy had cveh already fent 
Don Manuel his commiflion, with orders to (et out 
diredlly, and write to the Governor of Rio d^ Ja Pla- 
ta, that, on his arrival at Buenos Ayres, he might 
find in readinefs the forces, which Don Bfuno had 
orders to fupply him with, to enable him the better 
CO reduce the Paraguay rebels. 

As it was the Provincial of the JefuitB, who had 
informed the Viceroy of the laft cxcefles commi'tted 
by the Conimune, in obedience to the Biihtip^ of 
Paraguay, and likewile of the revolt of the Inhabi- 
tants of Corrientes, this noblemaft, in his aufWer id 
the Provincial, informed him of the meafurfes h'^ 
was taking to remedy fo many difbrders ; acquainted 
Tiim with the new Governor's departure ; and re- 
commended to him to let him have as many indiianS 
as he might ^ant to execute the orders, V?ith which 
he was intruded. 

** The letter, that accompanies this^ (fays he in the 
** conclufion) and is addrefled to the moft excellent 
^* Lord Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala, contains 
** all that he iis to do, that Don Manuel Auguftin d6 
** Rueloba may find every thing ready, and may be 
able to aft immediately on his arrival. Forward 
my letter by the fureft and (horteft conveyaiiice, 
** that it may get the fooner into the hands of the 
*' (aid Lord Don Bruno, as his Majefty!s fervice 
** requires. Communicate, likewife, every thing I 

T 4 '* write 
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" writt you to my * Lx)rd Bifhop ; and, at the 
" fame time, let him know, how much I am charm- 
** ed with his conduct, and the zeal he has fhown for 
" his Majefty's fcrvice. May the Lord preferve 
" your Reverence many years, which is what I 
« wifli, .&c." 

The fame packet contained the following piece. 
*' In the City of Los Reyes of Peru, the 24th 
^' of June 1732, were prefent in the Royal Hall of 
Juftice, the moft excellent Lord Don Jofeph de 
Armandaris, Marquis of Caftel Fuerte, Lieute- 
nant General of the King's Armies, whom God 
** preferve, Viceroy, Governor, and Captain General 
** of his kingdoms of Peru ; and the Lords Don 
" Jofeph de la Concha, Marquis of Cafa-Concha, 
** Don Alvarez de Navia Bolanos ^nd Mofcofo, Don 
** Alvarez Cavero, Don Alvarez Qjilros, Don Gaf- 
^* par Perez Buclta, Don Jofeph JgnAjips de Aviles, 
*' Prefidem and Oydors of this Royal Audience, 
*' ^nd . the Lord Don Lawrenice Anthony de la Pu- 
*^ ente, his Attorney General in. civil affairs; when, 
*^ after- hearing the different pieces and papers con- 
•* cdrning the troubles of Paraguay, and deliberating 
** maturely on the importance of the fads contained 
^* in them, it was refojvcd to befeech his Excellency 
to enjoin the Father Provincial of the Company of 
Jefus in Paraguay, or, in his abfence, the Father who 
*' governs the neareft-Miflions of the faid Province 
** of Paraguay, to fupply dir^dly .his Lordfhip Don 
** Bruno Maurice de Zavala, or Don Manuel • Auguf- 
tin de Ruiloba, Governor of Paraguay, with as 
many, well-armed Indians of the Tape, and other 
Redudions as they may require, to obliges the rebels 
^ to return to their duty ; and to execute the refolu- 
** tions which his Excellency has taken by the ad- 
f^ vice of the Council. : His Excellency has complin 
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** ed with this advice ; and, joindy with the faid Lords, 
" has figned the prefent letter. 

" Don Manuel Fernandes de Paredes 

" firft Secretary of the Council for civil and 

" military affairs." 

As foon as Don Jofeph de Palos received an ac- 
count of thefe preparations and prders, he did all 
that lay in his power to fmdoth the way for the new 
Governor. He applied to the Camp-mafter Mon- 
tiel, Don Miguel his brother, Don Bernardin Mar- 
tinez, and feme others, to affemble a body of troops 
fufficient to keep the Commune in awe, and found them 
in the happieft difpofitions ; but what gave' him ftill 
greater hopes of compaffing his defign, was the divi- 
fion which ftill reigned among the rebels. 

The heads of the Commune, who got the wind 
of the Biihop's defign, immediately faw all they had 
to fear from the fuccefs of it, and the necefTity of 
oppofing to him fome perfon, who might balance 
his. authority. The Prelate on his fide, now better 
informed of Father de Arregui's difpofitions, began 
to repent his having offered to confecrate him, if he 
came to the AfTumption. But, as he flattered him- 
fel£ the Governor would arrive with fufficient forces 
to,cocta[in the fadious, he did not think proper to 
recall his word j and the Commune did all that lay 
in their power to haften the coming of this Religious, 
as they hoped to derive the greateft advantages from 
his prefence. 

What gave them moft trouble was,, to fee the Ne- 
ophytes encamped on the frontiers, and in conftant 
leadinefs to enter the Province on the firft notice. 
After trying in vain various methods to oblige them 
to return home, from whence it was given out in the 
City they were come merely by theordersof the Jefuits, 
they took it into their heads to write to the Governor 
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of Rio de la Plata, that they every where committed 
the greateft diforders, and that it was the unamimous 
requeft of the whole Province to be freed from 
thcfe Barbarians. Don Bruno contented him- 
felf with anfwering, that he could not comply with 
their requeft till the arrival of ^he new Governor 
fent to Paraguay by his Majefty, whom he daily cx- 
pedled. 

This anfwer threw the Commune into defpair^ 
^nd made them refolve to ufe their utmoft effort to 
get rid of the Indians ; chufing, theyfaid, toperifliin 
fighting for their liberties, rather than run the ri(k of be- 
ing murdered with their wives and children by Barba- 
rians governed and led on by Jcfuits. Thefe Indians^ 
on their fide, wifhed for nothing more ardently than 
to fee themfelves authorized to take revenge for 
their lofs at the battle of the Tebiquari, fince which 
a great number of their brethren groaned under the 
flavery of the Spaniards. But, fome time after, the 
Commune made a propofal for exchanging them 
againft the Spaniards whom they had taken in tJie 
adion we juft now mentioned ; and the Indians con- 
fen red to it. 

The Bilhop thought this a favourable conjundturc 
for offering his mediation to the Commune, and they 
accepted it. Upon this, the Junto pubUlhed an or- 
der, on pain of death, not to moleft the Indians, as the 
Bifhop had required ; on condition, however, that they 
fbould fall back fome leagues. This the Indiana 
did, out of refpeft to the Prelate, and promifed, be- 
fides, to undertake nothing without exprefs orders 
from the Governor of Rio de la Plata. It was even 
agreed, that both parties might treat further with 
each other, when it (hould be judged requifite ; and 
this agreement was no fboner figned than the troops 
of the Commune, who were already on their march 
towards the frontiers, were recalled to the Affump- 

tion i 
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tion ; and the Neophytes, on their fide, removed their 
camp to the Aguapay, where they could give no 
umbrage to the Spaniards; yet, beiides being in no 
danger of being furprized, were at hand to fupport 
their Redudtions in cafe of attack. 

They gave advice of this convention to Don Bru- 
no Maurice de Zavala, who anfwered them, the 29th 
of September, that he approved every thing they 
had done; and that, for the future, they were to go- 
vern themfelves by the orders they fhould receive 
from the new Governor of Paraguay. In the mean 
time, Don Jofeph de Palos found that he was greatly 
miftaken in confidering the accommodation, which 
he had juft negotiated, as a means of haftening the 
pacification of the Province. It foon appeared 
more agitated than ever. All the laws both human 
and divine were trampled under foot, and every day 
brought forth fome new monften While thitigs 
were in this fituation. Father de Arrcgui arrived, and 
was received by the Commune with tranfports of 
Joy, which ferved not a little to prejudice againft 
him the few faithful Subjects, which his Majefty had 
ftill left in this unhappy City. 

The day after his arrival, he propofed, in an AC- 
fembly of the Commune, to exchange his Biftiop- 
rick againfl that of the Afliimption ; adding, that, 
as Don Jofeph de Palos was not lik-ed by the greateft 
part of his Diocefe, he would certainly much rather 
be Btfhop of Buenos Ayres. The Treafurer of the 
Chapter and the Curate of the Cathedral applauded 
this propofel ; the Prefident of the Junto and the 
other Officers exprefed great joy at it ; and, in a 
Ihort time, the whole Commune cried out, that they 
would have Don John de Arregui for Biftiop. En- 
deavours, therefore, were immediately ufed to en- 
gage Don Jofeph de Palos to coiifent to exchange. 
But he abfolutely refufed it, and declared to Don 

John 
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John de Arregui, who had made the propoial with- 
out afking his advice, that, if he did not put a ftop 
to the tumult his inconfideratenefs had occafioned, 
he would not only not confecrate him, byt excom- 
municate thofe who had excited it, and lay the whole 
City under an interdidt. 

This firmnefs of Don Jofeph ftaggered Father de 
Arregui, and immediately brought to his mind all 
the confcquences, with which fo unwarrantable a ftep 
might be attended. He, therefore, (poke to the heads 
of the Commune ; and, as no more clamours were 
heard, Don Jofeph de Palos confecrated him. But,. 
inftead of going home to govern his Diocefe, he con- 
tinued, under various pretences, at the Afliimption, 
where his prefence greatly increafed the infolence of 
the Commune, by the approbation he pretty openly 
beftowed on their proceedings. He did not even 
always obferve the rules of common decency in do- 
ing fo, but permitted the Commune's profperity ta 
be publicly toafted at his table ; and always fpoke 
of it with honour. This lafted till news arrived that 
the new Governor was on his way to the Aflump- 
tion; for then every one began' to think for him- 
felf ; and fome of the Chiefs of the Junto voted 
to receive him, againft the fentiment of all the other 
members. 

Arrellano, who was now at the head of this 
tribunal, and who for a long time paft aflbciated 
with the Commune merely through a principle of 
fear and intereft, was bold enough to declare, that 
he was refolved to go as far as Santafe, to meet the 
Governor. The Commune, not doubting but that 
it was to make his peace, gave orders to prevent his 
leaving the city. But he had been a long time pre- 
paring for his evafion, and fo found means to em- 
bark, unperceived, with the beft part of his efFedts^ 
On his arrival at Santafe, he was. greatly furprized. 
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not to find the Governor there ; and refolved to go 
and wait for him at Buenos Ayres, where he was 
ftill more furprized to hear that he was not as yet 
arrived. 

• ■ 

As the Commune no longer reckoned upon him^ 
they proceeded to the eledion of a new Prefident 
for the Junto ; and the choice happening to fall on 
th^ Camp-mafter General Don Chriftopher Domin- 
guez de Obelar, they at the fame time declared him 
firft Alcalde for the enfuing year ; and, refolved as 
they were not to fubmit, they could do nothing bet- 
ter than throw all their authority into the hands of 
him among their Chiefs, upon whom they could * 
place the greateft dependance. They had, however, 
written another letter to the Governor, to acquaint 
him; yet without flackening their preparations to 
oppofe his reception. Thefe preparations confifted 
•in depofing the Officers they entertained any fufpi- 
cion of ; and a letter, they received from Arrellano, 
made them redouble their attention for that pur- 
pofe. 

This Officer informed them, that they 
never had more occafion to be upon their 7^3 
guard ; and that the Viceroy had given the new 
Governor the mod ample powers and the moft po- 
fitive orders to take informations againft all thofe, 
who had contributed to the troubles of the province. 
Some remains of afFeftion for the Commune was, 
probably, his motive for giving them this notice, at 
the fame time that he was taking the propereft mea- 
furcs to fecure himfelf an intereft in the Superior 
Courts of Juftice ; as he found himfelf in a fituation, 
in which he thought he had little to hope, on the 
one hand ; and a great de^l to fear, 6n the other. 
Be that as it will, the Commune fufpefted him too 
much to benefit by his advice. So early as the 
month of January 1733, it had (plit into two factions, 
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one of which wanted to depofe the new Prefidenf^ 
whom the other maintained; and blows, perhaps, 
would have enfued, had not the two Bilhops the good 
foaune to make them agree to a kind of truce. But 
this was only fmothering the fire a little; for it 
broke out again in the month of April, and the Ca- 
pital was on the point of becoming a field of battle, 
when the Biftiop of the Diocefe again found means 
to reftrain their fury. His endeavours, however, 
we may reafonably conclude, were not a little helped 
by the near approach of the Governor, the news of 
. whofe arrival at Itati (bon reached the Aflumption* 
From this place he wrote, the 6th of July, d 
letter to Father d' Aguilar, Superior of the Parana Re- 
dudions, to order him, in the Viceroy's name, not 
only to leave his Neophytes^ who amounted to (even 
thoufand men, in the poft they occupied, but to ar-^ 
ray, in all the Rcduftions, all thofe capable of bear- 
ing arms, and hold them in readinefs to march on 
the firft notice he fliould fend them for that purpofe. 
Father d'Aguilar anfwered, that thefe orders had 
already been communicated to him by his Provin- 
cial, Father Herran ; and that, coft what it would, 
they fliould be punftually obeyed. Father d'Aguilar 
had great reafon to fay, ** coft what it would ;" for it 
really coft both the Miffionaries and their flocks a great 
deal to keep in the field, for fo long a time, fo nume- 
rous a body. Their abfence had put a ftop to all 
manner of field labour, and thereby occafioncd a 
dreadful famine, attended with epidemical diforders, 
which fwept away more fouls than had been fent into 
the field for the King's fervice. Befides, the frequent 
menaces of the G>mmune had frightened great num* 
bers into the yroods. In one day, between four and 
five hundred Tobatines, lately drawn out of their 
forefts, fled back to therti. Even fcveral of the old 
Chriftians buried themfelves in the mountains, in queft 
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t>f provifions. The perplexities, vexations, and fa- 
tigues of the Miffionaries, aniidft fo many calamities, 
are not to be defcribed. The only comfort they had 
was, that lb many evils did not impair the zeal of their 
Neophytes for the King's fervice ; and that the trials, 
to which God permitted their loyalty to be put, made 
»o impreffion on any except the Tobatines, who 
were as yet but profelytes, and whom means were af- 
terwards found to bring back to the fold. 

While thcfe brave Indians thus oppofed to the 
fury of the Commune a dike, which all their efforts 
could not overcome, a Friar undertook to juftify all 
their crimes, by a manifefto, in which he fpared nei- 
ther the Governor, nor the Biftiop, nor the Viceroy ; 
and ftill lefe the Jefoits, whofe expulfion, according 
to him, was an unanfwerable proof of their zeal for 
the fervice of God and the King. Notwithftanding 
the virulence and indecency of this piece, the charac- 
ter with which its author was invefted, and the con- 
fidence with which he advanced the mod odious fa&s, 
made (bme impreffion on the multitude, who had, 
by this time, loft all notions of fubordi nation, fo that 
Father d'Aguilar thought bimfelf bound to take up 
his pen to refute it. 

Hrs anfwer, to which he gave the title of ** Exami- 
nation of the truth," was fo much the better received 
by all honeft men, as he contrived to unite modera- 
tion with truth in it; and, without amufing himfeif 
to recriminate, as he might very eafily have done, 
(hewed that this piece fuppofed every thing, and prov- 
ed nothing ; and that the indecency, fo con4>tcu- 
ous in it from beginning to end, was alone fuffi- 
cient to deftroy the teftimony of the perfon who 
owned it as his work. If this apology did not alto- 
gether cure, feveral perfons being too blind to fee^ 
it at leaft ftopt the progrefs of the evil. The ap- 
plaufe of thofe, whofe eyes were ftill open to truth, 
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gave it a great run, not only in the neighbouring 
Provinces of Peru and Chili ; but even in Old Spain. 
The Friar had not courage enough to reply ; and the 
Viceroy obliged his Superiors to recall him to Peru, 
to be puniftied there as he deferved. But Heaven, 
willing to execute juftice on him under the eyes 
of thole, who had been witnefies to his fcandalous 
behaviour, did not allow him time to repair there. 
He was ftruck with a diforder, which rendered him 
infupportable to himfelf and to every one elfe ; and, 
in a fhort time, brought him to the grave. 

But, to return to the new Governor of Paraguay ; 
after a fliort (lay at Itati, he repaired to the Reduc- 
tion of St. Ignatius, where the chiefs of the Indians 
encamped on the borders of the Aquapay came to 
pay their refpefts to him, and were moft gracioufly 
received. He bellowed the higheft encomiums on 
their unlhaken loyalty, and recommended to them to 
remain in their camp, till he Ihould acquaint them 
with his further intentions. He then advanced as 
far as the Tebiquari, where he found before him fome 
deputies from the fecular chapter of the AlTumptidn, 
who wer;e come to compliment him ; and, likewife, 
Don Seballian Fernandez Montiel, who came to 
make protellations of the moft inviolable attachment 
to the King's fervice ; and the moft unreferved obe- 
dience to all the orders the Governor himfelf 
might think proper to give him. The Bifhop of 
Buenos Ayres came next, and was foon followed by 
the Prefident of the Junto, attended by the leading 
members of the .Commune at the head of all the 
Militia. Don Jofeph de Palos thought proper to con- 
tinue in the Capital, to avoid giving the fadious any 
room to fufpect, that he wanted to prejudice the 
Governor againft them. 

The 27th of July, the Governor made his pub- 
lic entry into the Capital ^ and every thing palTed on 

the 



O F P A R A G U A Y. aSp 

the occafion, according to his wiihes. After thank- 
ing God in the Cathedral for his fafe arrival, and 
imploring the continuance of his protection, he ftopt 
under the porch, and made a very afFefting difcourfe 
to the inhabitants. He exhorted the fecular chap- 
ter not to deviate from the obedience due to the 
fuperior tribunals, efpecially as they (hould be the 
firft to give the example. He then fpoke to the 
army ; and endeavoured to convince all the inhabi- 
tants in general, that the afTociationi under the name 
of the Commune, was a downright rebellion, and 
forbid this odious name to be fo much as pronounced 
for the future ; or any pf thefe unlawful afTemblies 
to be held, in which fo many refolutions had been 
taken contrary to that fubmiffion and refpeft^ which 
fubjedts owe their Sovereign. All prefcnt liftened 
to him with the greateft. attention, and feemed to vye 
with each other, who (hould render him the greateft 
honours; notwithftanding which he feems to have 
built a little too much on their fincerity. 

The very fame day, all the military Officers wait- 
ed upon him with their commiilions, but he refufed 
to receive any of them, alledging, that he was 
not as yet well enough acquainted with the Pro- 
vince to make any alterations in it. Some days after 
he iflfued out a proclamation, threatening with the 
confifcation of all their efFedts thofe, who fliould keep 
up the confederacy under the name of the Commune. 
He then broke the Camp-mafter General and the 
Serjeant Major ; put Don Scbaftian Fernandez Mon- 
ticl, into the place of the firft ; and Don Francis Caba- 
nes, into that of the fecond; named Don Bernardin 
Martinez Commiffary of the Cavalry ; changed (bme 
other military Officers, and the Commandants of fc- 
veral places which it moft imported him to fecure. 
He reeftablifhcd the Regidors Benitez, Cavallero 
de Anafco and Flecha ; took the great ftandard from 
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Curtido, and committed the care of it to the firft 
Alcalde ; and then declared, that it was by exprefs 
orders from the Viceroy he had made all thefe alter- 
ations. ^ 

He had received another order from his Excellen- 
cy, 'but the execution of it required much more pru- 
dence! and circumfpeftion. This was to re-eftablifh 
the Jefuits in their college ; for, though be wa^s pro- 
vided for this purpofe with a decree of the Royal 
Audience of Lima, figned by the Viceroy, he (aw 
very clearly, that it was a thing that could not be 
too gently brought on the carpet ; and he explained 
himfclf, in conformity, in a letter he wrote their Pro- 
vincial, to dcfire he might take the neceflary fteps 
on the occafion. Father Herran, who thought the 
Governor fpoke from himfelf, and merely through 
afFeftion for his company, made anfwer to him, that 
this affair did not as yet appear ripe enough for 
execution ; and, befides, that nothing could be loft 
by delaying it. 

This the Governor himfelf found to be the cafe, 
before he received Father Herran's anfwer. For, on 
the firft fufpicion the inhabitants conceived of his 
intentions, they refented it to fuch a degree, that 
even the Bifhop of Buenos Ayres found it impofli- 
ble to make the Commune confcnt to it The Go- 
vernor, on his fide, thought it his duty to have re- 
courfe to more efFedlual methods ; and threatened 
the moft refradory of them to recall the promife he 
had made to exculpate them in the informations, 
which he had orders to take and fend to the Viceroy. 
This menace feemed for a time to have made fome 
impreffion on them ; but it was all a feint. As to 
the Jefuits, there was not one of them, that did not 
exprefs a very great averfion to return to a place, 
where they could not expe<5t to remain undiifturbed 
for any confiderable time. 

Every 
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Every thing, therefore, confpired to make Don 
Manuel poftpone this affair to a more feafonable 
opportunity, and to begin by eftabiiibing his autho- 
rity in a (olid manner, efpecially as the inha- 
bitants feemed to be pretty well fatisfied with him 
in every other * refpett ; his courteous behaviour 
having peffuaded the greateft num.ber, that gentle 
methods were the only ones he intended to employ 
to pacify the province. He, therefore, refolved to 
lay afide all thoughts of re-eftablifhing the Jefoits. 
But he was not lufficiently upon his guard againft 
thofe, whom he had ftript of their employments. 
Perhaps, too, he had been too hafly in doing it. It 
is, at leafl, certain, that, though he declared he had 
done nothing on the occafion but in confequence of 
pofitive orders from the Viceroy, not one of the 
Officers he had difplaced ever forgave him. The 
troops in general were, befides, greatly diffatisfied 
at his giving them Montiel for Camp-mafler 
General. 

This he very well knew. But he imagined it 
would be all over with his authority, if he did not 
keep his ground. He even perfifted in his refolutioh^ 
that the three Regidors he had re-eftablifhed fhould, 
immediately enter into office, in fpite of all the re- 
prefentations that could be made to him on the 
occafion. But the worft of it was, that, during thcfe 
tranfadions, the Camp-mafter General and the Com- 
miflfary of the horfe were obliged. to fet out ; the firfl, 
for the frontiers ; and the fecond, for La Villa. The 
malecontents refolved td avail themfelves of their 
abfence to take their revenge, and aflfembled fo fe- 
cretly, with all thofe of their party, that, before the 
Governor knew any thing of the matter, all the ca- 
valry belonging to the Commune had fet out in order 
of battle for the valley of Paraya, where the reft of 
their forces were ordered to join them. 

U 2 Don 
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Don Manuel, as (bon as he heard of thefe move- 
ments, judging that, if he permitted the evil to 
get to a jzreater height, it would be afterwards im- 
podible tor him to remedy it, fent orders to all the 
garrifons in the neighbourhood to take the field ; 
appointed the place for them to* rendezvouz at ; 
and, on the 1 4th of September/et out from the capital, 
with all the military men he could mufter, to put 
himfelf at their head. On his arrival at the farm (^ 
Atonzo Perez, being the place of rendezvous, he was 
furprized to find but three hundred men there before 
him. Several Officers, it feems, could prevail on very 
few of their men to follow them, the reft declaring 
that they were already engaged to the Commune. 

He had, however, men enough to oblige the 
rebels to return to their duty, had all his men (luck 
to their colours ; a thing which he too much depend- 
ed upon. For, having fet out to meet the rebels, 
on hearing that they were but five leagues from him ; 
and finding himfelf obliged, on the approach of 
night, to halt within two leagues of their camp, the 
next morning he had but eighty men left. His Offi- 
cers, upon this, reprefented to him, that, as he was 
not in a condition to employ force, he fhould try 
what gentle methods would do ; and he took their 
advice. He, therefore, fent to the malecontents, to 
know their pretentions, and defired to have their 
anfwer in writing. One of his deferters broi^ht 
it to him ; and it imported, that the illuftrious Com- 
mune was very averfe to a war, and would avoid 
it as long as they could; but, at the fame time, 
infifted on having juftice done them. He replied, 
that it did not become him to treat with them, while 
they continued in arms; and that he would liften to 
them as foon*as they thought proper to addrefs him 
in a more decent manner. 

Mont IE L arrived, at the fame time, with forty-five 
men, and gave him hopes of ^oon receiving fuccours 
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enough to bring the rebels to rea(bn. But, after waii-'^ 
ing for them the whole day, nothing appeared. The 
Bifhop of Buenos Ayres, whom he had fent for, ar- 
rived towards midnight; and did all that lay in his 
power to perfuadc him to grant the malecontents 
all their demands ; but the Governor anfwered, that 
it was inconfiftent with his Majefty's honour and his 
own to grant rebels what they required fword in 
hand; that they (hould firft difperfe and return 
home, and then, if they had any thing to offer, 
oflfer it as became them. As the Prelate could obtain 
no more from him, he took his leave, and fent Do- 
minguez de Obelar, who had accompanied him, to 
befeech them to withdraw. 

As foon as the Bifhop fet out, the Governor took 
horfe, rode up to his men drawn up in two lines with- 
in fight of the pamp of the rebels; and put himfelf 
at their head with a cocked piftol in his hand. At the 
fame time, one of the rebels, called Roch Pareira, 
rode towards the Govcrnor*s forces, crying out with 
all his might, as (bon as he got near enough to be 
heard by them, '* Gentlemen, let all thofe, who 
♦' acknowledge the authority of the illuftrious Com- 
♦* mune, come and range themfelves under its ban- 
" ners ;" and was immediately followed by all except 
a few of the principal Officers. But the Camp- 
mafter General Montiel, the Serjeant Major Ca- 
banez, and another Serjeant Major called Don Fran- 
cis Morono, Don Ruiz Quinones, Don Anthony 
Ruiz de Arrellano, who was returned from Buenos 
Ayres with the Governor, and the Captains Charles 
Spinola, and Francis de Roa, are the only ones, whofc 
names have been tranfmitted to us. 

Don Manuel, feeing himfelf deferted in 
this manner, uncocked his piftol, and put k '33 
back into its holfter, faying : Friends^ tba evil '^^ 
is withotu remedy ; nve muft yield to^ force. He had 
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fcarce made an end of thefe words, when the rebels 
came upon him from the right, in three lines, 
with John Gadea, Raymond de Saavedra, and Jofeph 
de la Pena at their head. As he f iw them approach, he 
took off his hat and cried out, Long live the King. 
The rebels anlwered, by crying out, Long live the King 
and' may bad government perifb, TheCe words were 
fcarce out of their mouths, when Saavedra, being juft 
clofe to Don Diego, difchargcd a carbine in his face. 
The (hot, however, miffed him ; but the report made 
his horfe (land (lock dill. Upon this, he was fur- 
rounded by a body of horfe, who with the but-ends of 
their mulkets knocked him off his horfe. After 
this, one Gabriel Delgado fplit his (kull in two with 
his fabre, whilft others ran him through the body 
with their fwords. This tragical event happened the 
15th of September 1733. 

. Arrellano, having cried out to the rebel$^ on his 
leeiDg them fall upop the Governor, to beware how 
tWy. attempted his life, one of them levelled his car- 
bune, at him ; but it miffed fire. Others were pre- 
paring to make an end of him, when the Birtiop of 
Buenos Ayres, who had put up at a houfe in the 
neighbourhood, immediately made up to the place 
from whence he heard the firing, and found means 
to make them dcfift. One of them, however, would 
have run Arrellano through with his lance, if Do- 
minguez de Obelar had not beat it down, fo that 
he efcaped with a flight wound. Monliel loft his 
horfe, which received the blow made at himfelf. 
The Regidor Vaez was killed by a carbine difcharg- 
ed by Jofeph Duarte. Cabanez.and Francis de Roa 
were wounded. But what ferved moft to difplay the 
fury which poffeffed the rebels, was the unworthy 
manner in which they treated the Governor's body. 
They began by ftripping it ftark naked ; and they 
intended to have left it in this noanner to .the difcre- 

tion 



O F P A R A G U A Y. 205 

tion of the birds of prey. But Don Martin de Cha- 
varri, coming up with an armed force, caufed it to 
be removed to the AfTumption. He would have laid 
it down at the Governor's palace; but the Com- 
mune would not fufFer it, faying, that the Governor's 
palace was not built for- traitors ; and that thofc^ 
who ha\i taken charge of his body, might go along 
with his foul to the devil. At length, the curate 
of the Cathedral, though a favourer of the Commu- 
ne, thought proper to give it burial ; at which, not- 
withftanding, not one of the laity ventured to aflift, 
except a Lady, called Ifabella de Ledefriia. Some 
of the rebels, having attempted to hinder her froni 
coming into the Church, fhe boldly reproached them 
V/ith their parricide; faying, that fhe was come, to 
pay her laft duties to a Governor, who had fallen a 
viftim to his zeal for good order, and his Majefty's 
fervice. 

♦ * ♦ 

^ After all, it is impdffible to defcribe to what 
lengths Don Manuel's murderers, and the people m^ 
general, whom the fame fpirit had feized, carried 
their liccntioufnefi for fome days after this affair. They 
plundered the Governor's and feveral other houfes. 
Arrellano's houfe would have fhared the fame fate, 
if Dominguez de Obelar had not interpofed. Yet 
this was but the prelude of what might be expefted 
from men who no longer acknowledged any au- 
thority ; and who, becaufe they had dared to do eve- 
ry thing, thought that every thing was lawful for 
them to*do. At length, when they had given full 
play to. their anger and avarice, they proclaimed the 
^ifhop of Buenos Ayres Governor of the province, 
and conduced hini, with great acclamations, to the 
Governor's palace. They afterwards drew up 
informations againfl Don Manuel Auguflin de Rui- 
loba, in which they charged him with the mbfl odi- 
ous crimes. They even undertook to force the Bi- 

U 4 ftiop 
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(hop of the diocefe to acknowledge Don John dot 
Arrcgui for governor of Paraguay ; but he flipt ouc 
of the City unknown to them. 

Not only Don John de Arregui accepted th^ 
government ; but the firft ufe he made of his authority 
was to break all the officers, the Commune happened 
to be any way jealous of. He reinftated Don Dq- 
minguez de Obelar in the poll of Camp-mafter Ge- 
neral i and named Anthony Vaez CommifTary of the 
horfe, and Pedro de la Mota Serjeant Major. Father 
d'Aguiiar received t<^ether the news of all thefe 
difagreeable events y and at a time he flattered him^ 
felfmoft, that, as Don Manuel Auguftin de Ruilo- 
ba had been received wiriiout oppoiition in quality 
of Governor of Paraguay, he (hould meet with no 
difficulty in obtaining for his Neophytes leave to re- 
turn home. Nay it wa? by tb<rm he received the firft 
accounts of thefe tranfadtions; and he and the otherMif^ 
(ionaries bad much ado to ftifle their firft tranfports, 
$ind hinder them from marching ftrait to the AfTump-* 
tion, to revenge the death of the Governor. 

Some time after. Father d'Aguiiar hearingt that 
new divifions had broke out among . the rebels, 
wrote to the Governor of Rio de la Plata, to befecch 
him to permit the Neophytes, who were confuming 
themfelves to no purpoie on the banks of the Agua-^ 
pay, to return home ; promifing to fend others to re- 
place them, on the firft orders his Excellency fhould 
be pleafed to give him. Don Bruno granted his re- 
queft on this condition ; and this ftep of the Superior 
of the Miffions filenced the reports fpread by the ene- 
mies of the Jefuits, that thefe Religious intended to 
make ufe of their Indians to be revenged of the Com-^ 
raiine, and ravage the whole Province. 

The name of the Commune was how changed 
into that of General Junto^ and the chief of it inverted 
with the title of Oefcndcr. The firft^ to whom thisi 
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title was given, was Don John Ortiz de Vergara, 
who, the better to anfwer the confidence repofed in 
him, engaged the fadtion to take fome ftcps, which 
they had not hitherto courage enough to venture 
upon. The Bifliop Governor would, 4t loaft, have 
checked the impetuofity of this torrent, but he foon 
found his authority too weak to do it. In faft, they 
only acknowledged him as Governor, when they want- 
ed to give a colour of juftice to any new enterprize, 
or corroborate their edifts, which they ufually pre- 
fented to him ready drawn up, and obliged him to 
lign ; a (Irange behaviour this in a Biihop, to leave 
his flock without a paflor, and difhonour himfelf, 
under the eyes and in the dlocefe of another, who had 
confecrated him, by making himfelf the chief of a 
party revolted againfl their Sovereign, who had. not 
certainly drawn him from the obfcurity of the Cloif- 
ter to a£t fb fhameful a part ! 

The firfl edift prefented to him for to fign was for 
confifcating the efledts of all thofc, who (hould re- 
fute to obey the King and the Superior Tribunals, 
as often as the interefls of the General Junto were 
concerned ; and he was obliged to fign it. When 
the rebels had carried this point, they thought they 
might do what they pleafed with him ; and, indeed, 
well they might, after engaging him fb far, as to 
make it impoffiblc for him to retreat. They, there- 
fore, propofed to him to break all the Regidors, 
except Galvan and Garai ; to name an Alcalde of 
the province in the room of Don Diego de los Reyes ; 
who had as yet retained his title to that pofl ; to 
give that of Alguazil Major to one of the fons of 
Don John de Mena, to whom no fuccefTor had as 
yet been named; to re-eflablifh la Villa in its old fi- 
tuation, and under its firfl name of Villarica, left 
the inhabitants, mofl of whom, fince their tranfmi- 
gration, had continued faithful to his Majefly, fhould 

join. 
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join, as they had hitherto always done, the troops 
which tlie VTceroy might order to reduce the Pro- 
vince ; in fine, to imprifon whoever (hould refufe to 
acknowledge the authority of the General Junto. 

These propofitions appeared fo extravagant to 
the Bifhop of Buenos Ayres, that he immediately 
rejefted them. But they returned fo. often to the 
charge, that, after perfifting a whole day .in his 
refufal to fign them, he at length yielded the 
following night. The figning of this decree by the 
Governor Bifhop was the more remarkable, as the 
very fame day, that he by it deprived Don Diego de 
los Reyes of a charge, of which Antequera himfelf 
dared not to deprive him, the Viceroy of Pcru» 
and the Prefident of the Royal Audience of Lirna^ 
wrote to his Majefty, riiat, having taken fevea 
years, to fift and examine the depofitions againft 
him, they had found him innocent of every thing 
laid to his charge. 

The very next morning after the Bifhop of Bue* 
nos Ayres had figned this edift, the General Junto 
proceeded to the confifcation of the eflffe<5ts of 
all thofe faithful fcrvants, whom his Majefly had ftiU 
left at the AfTumption ; and thofe Who had not time 
tt) fecure themfelves were fent to prifbn. The Pre- 
late, feared at the ftcp he had tal^en, would +iave re- 
medied the evil, by publirtijng a fecond edift to re- 
peal the firfl ; but they obliged hi rri to fuppVeFs it, by 
threatening to pur to the fvvord all thofe, whofe lives 
and properties he wanted to preferve. 

Th e man, at this time mofl detefted by the Tunto^ 
was Don Anthony Ruis- de Arrcllano; and it is 
faid,- that, in confequence of the lafl edift of the Go- 
vernor, he loli about twenty thoufand crowns, be- 
fides his Negroes and the Indians he had in command ; 
and that he was obliged to cjifgiiife himfelf as a Ne- 
gro, to favc his life. His wife and his fon cfcaped 

merely 
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merely by the protedtion of the Birtiop Governor. 
Montiel and the Rcgidors Gonzalez and Cavallero dc 
Anafco were likewife obliged to difguife themfclves, 
to fave their lives ; and all the Indians belonging to 
the inhabitants of La Villa, who oppofed the tranfmi- 
gration of that place, were confifcated to the profit 
of the chiefs of the General Junto. 

There were now bqt few Noblemen left in this 
fadion, the people having infenfibly got the upper 
hand in all the deliberations, and aiming to eftablifh 
a kind of democratical government, in which igno* 
ranee and infolence were to be the only rules of conduct. 
They were even within a ftep of it, fo that the 
mod (hort fighted could already peTceive,that in a fliort 
time there would be no fafety for any man diftin- 
guiftied from the common clafs by birth or other- 
wife. The leaft fign of efteem or afFedion for the 
Jefuits was now confidered as an unpardonable crime; 
and the mod refpe(^able Ladies, who dared to fpeak 
in their favour, were treated in the mod unworthy 
manner by the enraged populace. 

At length, to deprive the friends of thefc Religi- 
ous of all hopes of ever feeing them again at the 
Aflumption, the Junto required the Governor to 
iffue his orders for carrying off the cattle and other 
cfFeds they had dill remaining in the country. They 
even intended to have demoliftied their College and 
their Church.< But, fortunately, they forgot to mention 
it in their requed ; and it was confidered as a miracle, 
that thefe edifices fhould be permitted to dand in the 
midd of an enraged multitude, whom the bare name 
of Jefuit was fufficient to inflame. After the Prelate 
had figned the edidt which dript the Jefuits of their 
tffefts, the Junto made him fign another, enjoining 
the Miflionaries to remove, to the other fide of the 
Parana, all the Reductions that lay on^jlys fide of 

that river. ,:.,„M .>.. 
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Don John de Arregut, and thofe who had oblig- 
ed him to fign this cdid, did not confider, that what 
he enaded exceeded his powers ; as the Indians did 
not depend,in that refpedt, on the Governor of the Pro- 
vince. Beiides, he was not ftrong enough to enforce 
his orders. Accordingly, one of his friends thought 
it high time to reprefent to him, what indecent a 
part he adted ; and what bad confequences he had to 
fear from it. Father d'Aguilar, who had been juft 
declared Provincial of the Jeluits, wrote to him at the 
fame time concerning the removal of the Redudions ; 
and, likewife, concerning the propofal he had made 
to him of making a voluntary furrender of the efFedts 
belonging to the College of the Affumption. In 
regard to this laft article, Father d'Aguilar repre- 
fented to him, that he could not confent to any fuch 
ceffion ; adding, that, as he himfelf had been a Reli- 
gious, he ought to know it better than any one. As 
to the removal of the Reductions, he took notice to 
him, that it could not be done without orders from 
the Governor of Rio de la Plata, t© whom his Man 
jefty had transferred the Juriftlidion of thefe towns ; 
and that he hoped, that thefe coniiderations would 
engage him to fufpend, at leaft, the execution? of his. 
cdidts. 

The Provincial, however, was in- no fmaU pain 
about the fuccefs of his reprefentations. He knew 
full well, thatthe Prelate could not hinder the Junto 
from proceeding to violent methods; and, at laft, 
faw, that he had been in too great a hurry in afking 
leave for the Indian Militia to withdraw from the 
Frontiers, as, while they remained there, they held 
the Paraguay rebels in fome awe. His fole refource 
lay in the Bilhop of the Aflumption. But the zcat 
of this Prelate did not give the Provincial time to 
implore his affiilance. He had already written a 
very fmart letter to Don John de Arregui, to mtreafe 
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and fummon him to recall his edids, the execution 
of which he was refolvcd to oppofe to the utnioft of 
his power ; efpecially as far as they related to the 
feizure of ecclefiaftical efFeds. *' As to the diimem- 

bring from ray jurifdidtion the Reductions of the 

Parana, added his Lordlhip, which your moft 
•* illuftrious Lordfhip wants to add to your 
**. own diocefe, you ought to know, it cannot be 
*' done without the content of. the Sovereign Pon- 
** uffr 

This letter made all the impreffion that could be 
expefted from it on the Bifliop of Buenos Ayres* 
In his anfwer to it, he ingenioufly owned, that the 
Defender of the Junto made him fign his laft two 
edidls, without giving him time to examine them. 
Not fatisfied with this, he immediately after waited 
on the Biftiop of Paraguay, and informed him, with 
tears in his eyes, of all that had paffed in his mind 
fince the unhappy engagements he had entered into 
with the Junto. The holy Bilhop wept with him, 
and told him,, that he had never entertained any 
doubt of the uprightnefs of his intentions, nor of his 
adtions being the confequence of his prevention in 
favour of a faction, which, however, had hurried him 
greater lengths than he could at iiril imagine ; but 
that, after all, it was requifite he jfhould apply a (pee- 
dy remedy to the mifchief he had occafioned. 

Don John took leave of him without being able 
to utter a fingle word ; and wrote to him the very 
fame day, that he had confented to the publication of 
his edidts merely to prevent greater evils, with which 
ia refufal would have been unavoidably attended ; that, 
as it was no longer in his power, confidering the af- 
cendant the Junto had gained over him, to (lop the 
torrent of evils which had deluged the Province, and, 
for which he could not doubt but he (hould be made 
to anfwer, if he remained any longer in it, he was 

refolved 
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refolved to repair to his diocefe, and would fct out 
as foon as poflible. In faft, he immediately prepared 
for his departure ; and, left the chiefs of the Junto 
(hould retain him by force, he gave them to under- 
ftand, that he was indifpenfably bound to make a 
tour to Buenos Ayres, though it were only to put 
into fure hands the memorials, he intended to tranf- 
mit to the King and the Royal Council of the Indies, 
to juftify all the late tranfadions in the Province. 
He added, that it was even much more proper he 
fliould draw up thefe memorials in his own diocefe 
than at the Aflhmption, where it might be fufpedled 
he was not at full liberty to (peak his mind. 

The Junto* gave into the fnare, and the Prelate, 
after naming Dominguez de Obelar his Lieutenant 
Royal, during his abfence, embarked in the month 
of December. The Bifliop of Paraguay, who fore- 
faw a great many things, of which he thought it did 
not become him to be a fpedator, refolved, likewife, 
to remove to (bme diftance. On his fetting out from the 
Affumption, he gave out, that he was going to vifit the 
churches of La Villa ; and he, in fadt, vifited them. 
But he immediately aft^r embarked on the Paraguay 
for Buenos Ay res, where he continued a whole year 
in the convent of his Order, without ceafing to raife 
his hands up to Heaven, and implore the mercies of 
the Lord on a people, who no longer liftened to the 
voice of their paftor. 

On the other hand, Don Bruno Maurice 
^^^ de Zavala no fbaner received notice of the 
edift ifTued by the Bifhop of Buenos Ayres con- 
cerning the Parana Reduftions, than he ferioufly 
thought on fccuring them againft the enterprizes of 
the Junto. Accordingly, on the fecond day of Ja- 
nuary 1734, he ordered. Father d'Aguilar to fend 
towards the frontiers a fuflScient number of Indians^ 
to fecure all the pafles -, and to hold a ftill greater 
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number in readincfs to take the field at the firft no- 
tice. Thefe orders were immediately executed ; and 
the news of it greatly difconcerted the Junto, who, 
on their fide, were preparing to carry into execution 
the edift they had extorted from the Bifhop of Buenos 
Ayres. 

A few days after Don Bruno had taken thefe mea- 
fures, he received orders from the Viceroy and the 
Royal Audience of Lima, in confequence of the 
murder committed on the body of Don Manuel Au- 
guflin de Ruiloba, to place guards at all the avenues 
of the Province of Paraguay, in order to hinder any 
perfon from going in or out of it. Thefe orders 
made it neceffary to fend a greater number of Neo- 
phytes to the frontiers. The fame packet inclofed 
a letter for the Provincial of the Jefuits, who foon 
after received a fecond, dated the ifl of Juhe, both 
containing the Viceroy's directions how to aft, ac- 
cording to the various circumftances in which he 
might find himfelf 

These difpatches greatly perplexed Father d'Agut- 
lar, as an almofl: general famine in confequence of a 
failure of the ufual crops, and the epidemical difeafes, 
<:aufed, as it always happens, by unwholefome prb- 
vifions, rendered the execution of the orders con- 
tained in them extremely difficult. They were exe- 
cuted, notwithftanding, with the greatefl expedition ; 
even thofe, on whom it was thought no dependance 
could be placed, having chearfully offered to take 
up arms, fo that twelve thoufand Indians were im- 
mediately in readinefs to march. But Don Bruno 
contented himfelf with three thoufand, who (carce 
reached the banks of the Tebiquari, when the Ca- 
pital of Paraguay refounded with imprecations againft 
the Jefuits. The Governor of Rio de la Plata had 
fent to the Indians a company of dragoons, com- 
manded by a Lieutenant called Francis Cars, whofe 

piety 
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piety edified them the more, as few of thofe hitherto 
lent to them on the like errand had behaved in To 
Chriflian a manner. 

The Junto, on their fide, were in the greatcft per- 
plexity, on account of a divifion among their chiefs, 
firft occafioned by the ambition of the Rcgidor Don 
Thomas Lobara. This Ofiicer undertook to get 
the Camp-mafter General depofed, in hopes of 
obtaining his poft for himfelf or his brother in- 
law Don John Ortiz de Vcrgara, who was already 
invcfted with that of Defender of the Junto He, 
likew»fe, wanted to get banilhed from the Province 
Don Alphonlb del Gadillo, Treafurer of the cathedral, 
who, though he had 6een, as we have already fecn, 
one of the mod zealous adherents of Don Jofeph de 
Antequera, could not difiemble his indignation at 
the cxceffes committed by the Junto. Now, as this 
ecclefiaftick had ftill a great many friends, and the 
Camp-mafter General no fmall credit in that body, 
the Regidor*s enterprize was on the point of kindling 
among the Rebels (uch an inteftine war, as would 
fcarce leave the Governor of Rio de la Plata any 
thing to do to reduce them. 

At length, the Provifor of the Bifboprlck, after 
making a great many ufelefi efforts to put a (top to 
the dilorder, ordered the Superiors of all the Regular 
Clergy to publifh an interdid, and the Clergy in ge- 
neral to leave the City, in cafe the tumult did not 
ceafe by a certain day. Thofe threats had the defi- 
red efFe6k. For,^ though they ♦ did not rcftore har- 
mony, they prevented violence; the oppofite par- 
ties Ihunning each other, to avoid fpeaking of their 
refpedive grievances and pretenfions. Lobara's party 
had taken it into their heads, that the Camp-mafler 
General, gained by the Jefuits, had refdved to fur- 
render the town to Don Bruno ; but it was for want 
of knowing him well; Ic never entered Obelar's 

thoughts- 
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thoughts to abandon the Junto; and, as he was a 
man of great courage and underftanding, be found 
means to keep, in fpire of all ihofe who envied him, 
not only his pUce, but the principal authority in the 
city, it is true, thai finding himfelf, one day, on the 
point of falling under the many attacks made upon 
him, he went to the Provi(br, to beg him to engage 
Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala ro haften his march; 
and that, another time, he withdrew to the Fort of 
Tabati, on pretence of defending it againft the Indi^ 
ans, who ihreatcned to fall upon it. But this was 
m€re>y tpgive the Junto uneafihefs, and oblige them 
to fue to him, as a man they could not do wiiliout. 

During thefe tranfadions at the Affumption, the 
inhabitants of u received an account of the Bifhop 
of Buenos Ayres having been ferved with a fummons 
to appear, in perfon, before the Vicerov and the Royal 
Audience of Lima; and foon after, of this fummons 
being followed by a fimilar one from the Royal 
Council of the Indies. But the Bifhop, being how 
upwards of eighty two, cxcufed himfelf from obey- 
ing them on the fcore of his great age, which did 
not, he faid, allow him to undertake luch long jour- 
neys. In fa<5t, he died foon after receiving the lecond 
fummons-, though, perhaps, lefs of age than vexation 
for the part he had afted in Paraguay. This is the 
more probable;, as, fmce his return to Buenos Ayres, 
he behaved with great difcreiion and prudence^ and 
evert lived upon very good terms with the Jefuiis, in 
whofe behalf he feenied to intereft himfelf on feveral 
occafions. 

In (he month of December of this fame year, the 
defender of the Junto, Don John Oiiz de Vcrgara, 
fell ill, and was kycm reduced to rhe laft extremity; 
feared at feeing himfelf on the point of being cited 
to the tribunal of the Sovereign Judge of both living 
and dead, he, firft, ordered by his w ill fatisfadion to be 
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made to all ihofe, to whom he thought he OMred any, 
in confcquenccof his afts of injuftice; and his criminal 
enterprizes againft his King, hie Bifhop, tht Religious 
in general, and the Jefuits in particiltar ; and then, 
with tears in his eyes, publicly afked pardon of all 
thole he had offended. Not fatisficd with this, he 
commanded,, that this part* of his teftament (hould 
be read, with a loud and audible voice, before his bo- 
dy was put into the ground, and authentic copies of 
it fent to all thofe he had any way offended. This was, 
accordingly done by the Notary Royal, Mathias En- 
cinas, a great partizan of the Junto, who, as this adt 
was a condemnation of his own proceedings, read it 
with a faultering voice, and every other fymptom of 
the greaicft perplexity. 

VfiRGARA, it feems, had incurred five excommu- 
nications, four of which were referved to the Holy 
See ; and, though we can fcarce doubt of his having 
obtained the abfolution of them before his death, the 
Provifor of the Bifhoprick thought proper to pro- 
nounce the formulary of abfolution over the body, 
while it lay expofed in the Church, after making 
a very pathetick exhortation to the affiftants, many 
of whom were bound by the fame cenfures. But, 
though ihcy liftencd to him with the grcateft atten- 
tion, and forne of them even appeared greatly af- 
fedled with his difcourfe, and the fpedlacle they had 
before their eyes of a man, who had already appeared 
at that tribunal at which they mufl appear in their 
turn, and whdfe condemnation they muft furely incur 
by following hi's example, they foon fhewtd, that they 
were not fincerely difpofcd to benefit by fo ftriking a 
fce^e, 

Don Bruno Maurice de Zavala was, all this 
time, preparing for his departure for Paraguay; and 
was jurt going to embark when a vcflTcl arrived 
from Spain with commifiions ccnftituiing him Go- 
vernor 
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vernor of Chill, and Prffident of the Royal Audience 
of it. But, as the orders he had previoufly received 
from his Majcfty, in relation to the affairs of Para- 
guay, admitted no delay, he thought it' his duty to 
make an end of this important bufinefs, before he 
went to take poflcffion of his new dignities. He 
made no difficulty, though he was now very old and 
infirm, and had, befides, loft an arm, in Europe, ia 
the King*s fervice, to facrifice his intereft and repofe 
to the fervice of the ftate. 

It appears, by all we have hitherto had occafion 
to fay of this Governor, that he was naturally of a 
moft merciful difpofition ; ar>d, though the rebels 
IvAd already ofren abufcd it, he could not prevail upon 
himfelf to lay it afidc ; perfuaded that clemency, free 
from weaknefs and Ibpportcd by force, can never do 
any harm. After all, he had fcarce any troops to 
(^ppofe to the Junto, but the Militia of the Reductions. 
For, as there was reafon to apprehend a rupture 
with Portugal, it would have been imprudent in him 
to weaken the garrifon of Buenos Ay res, efpeclally 
during the abfence of a Governor, to whom no fuc- 
cellbr had been as yet appointed. Accordingly, Don 
Bruno juft took from it an efcort of forty foot and 
five dragoons. 

Wi TH ihefe he fei out in the month of November; 
and arrived at Corrientes, firmly rclolved to grant 
mercy to all ihofe, who fhould put themfclves in a 
condition to deferve it. If he did not find the inha- 
bitants in fiicb happy difpofitiqns as he could wifh, he 
(bon,* at leaft, brought them tp a better way of think- 
ing. He had reckoned greatly upon thofe of La 
Villa; nor was he miftaken ; Don Sebaflian Fernan- 
dez, who commanded there, having brought him 
eighty men, who had generoufly ofFeicd to ferve at 
their own expence. in the mean time, fome letters 
he received from the Capital deprived him, in a 
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manlier, of alt hopes of being always mafter to follow 
his inclination for gentle meafures, by acquainting 
him, tbax the Junto, more furious than ever, were pre- 
paring to make the raoft obftinate reliftance. From 
Corrientes he repaired to Saint Ignatius Guazu, where 
feveral inhabitants of the capital waited upon him 
with oSpts of fervice, and letters from fome others, 
who, after cxcufing themlelves for not having fol- 
lowed their example, affured him, that he would, 
on every occafion, find them loyal fubje^^s. They 
added, chat, if any of the heads of the Junto fhould 
happen to fall into his hands, he would do well to 
bring them to fpeedy juftice ^ and he refolved to fol- 
low their advice. 

^735 ^^ ^^^^ ordered a camp to be marked 
^^^ out for him, in a place called St. Micbaelj 
four leagues from the Tcbiquari ; and on the 25th 
of January 1735, he fent his firft judicial fummons, 
or rather what the Span'Hirds call an Juto Exortatorhy 
to be ferved on the Junto; faying in ir, that he did 
not addrefs it to the M^giftrates, fince he could not 
confider any of them as invefted with lawful authority, 
hut to the Dean of the Cathedral, and the Provifor 
of the Bifhoprick, the only Ecclefiafticks with whom 
It became him to treat. Thefe he required to exhort 
the heads of thp fadtion, in his name, to return ro 
their duty, and yield him the obedience they owed 
to him as to their Governor; promifing, at the fame 
time, to, make them experience the efFeds of his cle- 
mency, of which he had already given them fuch 
proofs, as it was impoffiWe they fliould have fo foon 
fosrgot. 

Thls a(5t was read publicly,- and liftened to with 
great rcfpedl and attention. The mod guilty, how- 
ever, loath to rely upon Don Bruno's promifes, left 
ihe Capital, firmly refolved, if we may judge by what 
afterwards happened, to rilk every thing rather than 
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kt him enter the Province. Don Cbriftopher Domin- 
gijez dc Obelar took another cotirfe. He fet out 
from the AlTumptiort, very well accompanied; and* 
reptiircd to the Tebitjiiari, where be haked, Don 
Bruno, who foon heard of what he had done, fent 
to defire him fo bring him the other heads of the 
Jvinto. Obclar made a feint to obe^ ; but it is pio- 
baWe, that he rather fent them notice ©f ihe order he. 
Iiad received, that they might prdK/idse for their fafety. r 
It was a long time after this, before Don fininio could ^ 
iK^r any thing of Mm. Bin -he eawfed foiftridla. 
fearch ro be made after him, that he, at laft, got 
him into his hands; and, the moment he did^ fcnc 
him prifoner, under u ftrongefcort, to BnenOB Ayres. 

In the mean time^ two hundred n>en had iffuetl 
from the Capital, in order to ftir up^ the whole Pxof- 
vince, in fpite of all the exhoctations -and mepacss 
the Provifor could think of, to rnakc them ferifrble- 
th^t they were haftenrng to thcdr d«ftru(aion;^!jaiMl 
in fpite of the excomtnunicationH be thundensd taut 
againft the heads, and^all thofei who ifaouid folbw. 
them, ^hen he found it impoffible to flop them by 
gentle mean&. BiK they made a jeft of his anathenias; 
and obhged one Francis Mendez^ a man of above fi- 
venty< to difplay the royal Standa:rd, which hatl re- 
mained in the hands of the Junto. They, next, open- 
ed the gaols to all the criminals confined in thcm^ 
and marched, with fonhe pieces xrf Artillery, to che 
Tebiquari, where they intrenched themfelvts. 

The fecond of March, Don 3runo returned, to 
St. Michael, where-all his troops had united, and had 
brought him fome prifoners. He, then, repaired to 
T..a Villa, wherey purfiiant to the Viceroy's orders, lie 
cauled himfelf to be received aB Governor and Cap- 
tain General of the Province of Paraguay. After this, 
h* fent to publilh; at the AffumptKjn, an edrcl import- 
ihg, that the army he had railed to pioted the King's 
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faithful fubjedts was encamped at St. Michel, and 
ftridtly forbidding all perfoiis to join the troops of the 
Junto, furnifh them with provifions, or give them 
the leaftafliftanceof any other kind, on pain of being 
punifhed as traitors. 

Having, by this, received intelligence of the rebels 
being at Tabati, he detached two hundred and forty 
five Spaniards and two hundred Indians, under the 
command of Don Martin d'Echauri, Captain of dra- 
goons, to attack them. This Officer arrived, the 
twenty fixth, within fight of their in trench men ts 4 
but, as it was almoft night, he contented himielf with 
blocking them up as well as he could, and making 
his party keep the ftrideft filence tilt day-break, vyhen 
he refolved to fall upon them. But they founc) 
means, in fpite of all bis vigilance, to flip away in the 
mean time. Finding, however, that they had but 
nine hours march upon him, he ordered E>on Bernar- 
din de Martinez, with the militia of La Villa acid 
fome other places, to follow them. Martinez made 
fo much diligence, that he came up with their rear ; 
todc a great many prifooer^; and made himfelf 
mailer of their artillery, amrnutiition, and led horfes, 
all which he left at Yaguaron, where he found Men- 
dcz with the Royal Standard, which he carried to 
the AiTumption. ' At Yaguaron, he was joined by 
feveral Spaniards, and took fome more prifoners, 
whom he conducted to St. Michael, where b<^ arrived 
the fecond of May. 

These advantages were fufficient to dejjroy the 
army! of the rebels, all their chiefs, except fi?c, hap- 
pening to be among the prifoners : and Don Bruno 
foon got four more of them into his power, by offering 
a reward of five thousand crowns for the apprehend- 
ing of them. The two others, who were Jofeph dc 
Gadea and Jofeph de la Pena, bad taken refuge a- 
mbng the Indians at war with the Spaniards, and 
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made tlvir efcapc into Brazil. The Governor caufed 
the prifoiiers to be tried by a jtoiincil of war. Tho- 
mas Lobara, Michael Zimenes, and Matthew de 
Arce, were fentenced to be hanged ; but, for want of 
an executioner, were Ibot to death. They defircd 
leave to read with a loud voice, before their execu- 
tion, a retraiitation, they had prepared, of all the:y 
had publiftied, by word of mouth or in writing, 
againft their Biftiop and the Fathers of the Company j 
and the Governor granted their rcqueft. 

It 'was judged fufficient to ftigmatize feveral'others 
by a fentencc, which was made public; and baiiifh 
them to Chili. Thcfe executions happened on the 
45th of Apri^, and were followed by the trial' of 
Ramon de Saavedra, who had a principal hand in 
the death of Don Manuel Auguftin de Ruiloba ; and 
of Jofeph Duart6, who bad killed the Regidor Don 
John Vafz, and they were conderpned to be bangeid 
and quartered. They, too, made retractation to 
the fame purport with thofe of the criminals already 
executed; and this mark of repentance procuVeg 
them the favour of being (hot to death. 

Though the Redudtion Indians, if we except thofe 
belonging to Don Martin d*Echaurr's de^tachment, 
had not fired a fingle (hot during all this camparign, 
their prefence, alone, in the Governor's army comri- 
i)uted more than any thing elfe to reduce and difperfe 
the rebels, who had already experienced what thejf 
weretapable of pcrforniing. As foon as Don Bruno 
faw himfelf abfolute matter of the province, he 
haftened to difmifs them; but he fitft loaded them 
with marks of his afTcdiinn and efteem. Befides, as 
he had been informed, that thf heads of the revolt iiad 
fent a memorial to the Royal Council of the Indies, 
fetting forth that the people hving in the country 
covild never be fafe, as long as thefc Indians fhoulcj 
be allowed the ufe of fire arms-, and riiat, to give 
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the grcajcr weight (o thi/s allegation, they had vomit- 
ed the blackctlcaluoinies againft them and their 
fiflftors} and all this with fuch confidence, and fuch 
ail air of zeal for the public welfare,, as might make 
^n .iuip^eflion upon perfons who were not thorough- 
ly acquainted witH the accufed or the accuiers, be 
yiogglit proper to caution his Majefty againft it by 
the iollpwing letter. ^ 






Sire, 
TjHE indifpenjGable neceflity I was under of paf- 
'.^.fii^g* in rny way to this Province, through fpme of 
*',;thc Reductions governed , by the Fathers of the 
?'^ Cptnpany of Jcfiis,, has given . me an opportunity 
*^ (if feeing the deplorable- condition of the three 
y\ Deareft to the AlTurnption, which, .till the breaking 
V. orul of the late troubles, were almoft the qrioft 
y floufilhjng amongft them. Their inhabitapts arc 
f^ reduced to the greatcft diftretsj- their number leC- 
f*"- fened two thirds^ Tuige I went thcpuah them abou^ 
f*.-ten vears agQ,.,Qfi tli^e fame errand that brought 
me back. Nay the) muft cvf;n . want the com- 
moiiefl ncctilijiries, did not (he. indefatigable zeal 
^' .and great oecpnomy ^of their Miffiopanes enable 
*^ thefe religiou^'fo feed, in their qvy^ boufes, a great 
V number tif otphaas, who withqyit i.uch afliftance 
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•; mMft have inevitably perifhed. 
*.' This diftrefs of .the Neophytes, Sire, is o^winj 



**^ on the one hand, to an epidemical dileafe, vvhicfe 
has raged. an}ong them for i'everai years .fucccP 
*^ fiyely; and, qx\ the. other, to. the continual threats 
*^^of the Commune, who, for this long time pafl> 
**" Have xiot left them ^j liberty to think of any thing 
h\n their defence. To eupieafe my afflidioq> i 
was given to ijoderftand, that the contagioa wa3 
gaining the jOther Redudipns^j notwithftanding 
which, I found, .op the frontiers, the number «JjF 
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their Indians I had given orders to be polled 
*' ihere, and which the Fathers who accompanied them 
found means to fubfill, by their great iodaftry and 
charity, without the leaft expencc to your Royal 
** Treafury, till I hacj made an end of my expedition v 
** and I can affure yqUr Majcfty, that, if 1 have had 
the happinefs to bring back the Province of Para- 
guay to its duty, I muft attr^biuemy fucccfs to 
the afliftance of fp confiderable a body, of Indians; 
to th?j punduality with which they obeyed all my 
orders ; artd to the dread that fcizjed the rebels^ 
left they (hould;ui'e this opporiuOJty to take vcnr 
geafK:e for all the mifchief they . had fufTered from 
" them. 

*' The principle authors of the fcandalSi which 
" have reigned in. this Province, pffed to think, oc 
^^ would, at leaft, make others thmk, that it wouJbd 
«^ be your Majefty's intereft to ftrip all the Indiana 
^^ of th^fe Millions of their fire-arm^ But, inibifiy 
**'they„^ have nothing in view but, to yfeaken tb^m,: 
to be more at liberty to do as cbey pleafe in thefe 
rcmate regions, and remove evci-y obftacle to their 
making flaves of all thefe new Cbriftians, as has 
*♦ been the cajfe with thofe fettled in thefe Provinces^ 
^^ whofe; towDS, formerly full of inhabitants, look, at 
prefcnt, like (b many Hofpicals with a fmall nuip- 
berof recovering patients in them. When firft 1 
came into this Province in the year 1724, in giv« 
ing your Maj^qfty an account of what 1 had done 
in it» I faid every ihing my teal for your fervice 
could (uggeft. i think myfelf ftill boUnd to take, 
notice to you, that, in fuch diftant countries, it is 
no. h^rd matter to bide the truth from your Ma- 
** jefty, by holding up imaginary advantages. It is, 
I think, my duty, as a faithful fubjtd, to fpeak, 
with the greateft firtcerity, to my Sovereign, who, 
Qonfidering the great c.)ctent of his dominions, can- 
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'^ not be otherwife informed of what it (b much im- 
*' pons him to know. God prefervc the Royal and 
^ Catholick perfbn of your Majefty, for the good of 
** Chriftianity. At the Affumption, the 25ih of 
" Auguft 1735. 

** D. Bruno Maurice de Zavala.'* 

IVn Bruno wrote this letter a few months after 
hif arrival at the Aflfumption, into which he made 
his entry the 30th of March, amidft fuch demonftra- 
tions of joy, as were too univerfal not to be (incere. 
To (hew hpw fenfibly he was affedted by them, he 
immediately took ofF the enabargo between this and 
all the other Provinces fubjedt to the kingdom of 
Perq.^ The 2d of June, he declared null, and deroga- 
tory of the Royal Authority, the eledtion of the Bi- 
ftiop of Buenos Ay res to the Government of Para- 
guay ; and caufcd the entry made of it in the Cdrpo- 
xation books to be erazed. He re-e(labli(hed the Re- 
gidor6 and other officers, who had been ftript of thfir 
employments by the Commune or the Junto ; and 
made the inhabitants proceed to the eledtion of annu- 
al Alcaldes in his prefence. He himfelf named the 
military Officers and Commanders of places; and 
he chofe fuch only, as had rendered themfdves 
worthy of promation by their conftant attachment to 
his Majefty's fervice. To conclude, on the 151b, he 
caufed an edi£l to be publifhed, containing Regulati- 
ons for the fpeedy correftioD of the abufes, which 
had crept into the Province, fince Don Jofeph dc 
Antequera had entered it. In (hort nothing could be 
added to the precautions he took to obviate every 
thing, that might again plunge the Province into the 
deplorable condition, from which he had juft relcued 
it with fo much prudence and wifdom. 

This edidl had been preceded by another, enjoin- 
ing the reftitution of all the eflfedts taken by the rebels 
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from thofe, who would have oppofcd their criminal 
attempts, or had refufed to approve them ; as, likewife, 
the reparation of the damages thefe effects had fuftcr- 
ed. The tranquillity and difpatch, with sx^hich thefe 
orders were executed, caufed univerfal aftoniihment. 
The d^Jintjuents themfelvcs appeared (urprized at the 
exceiles into which they had permitted themfclves to 
be hurried^; and fo fincercty repented of ihem, as tp 
be beforehand with Don Bruno's injundions. Gabriel 
Pclgado, who .had made the firft ftroke at Don 
Manuel Auguftin de Ruiloba, having been appre^ 
bended during thefe tranfadions, the Governor thought 
proper that the new Alcaldes fhould fign the fentence 
of death upon him, and prefide at the execution. A 
few days after, Placidus Rofa was hanged, and ,ibme 
others whipt by the hands of the common cttecuti- 
oner. Thefe executions were not attend^ with the 
leaft commotion. Tbi$ Jail tryal, to which Don Bru- 
,no put the fubmiffioji of the remaioiog partizans of 
the Junto, fully convinced him, tii0c not only tke 
peiice of xht Proviqce w$(s now rfiftored, but bid fair 
to be permanent. 

DoitT .Joseph Palos thought fo too, iprhen he 
heard of all the tranfadioos we have been relating ; 
and, therefore, baftened to (how himfelf again to his 
,flock, PS ibon as be could exped to meet iti them 
that docility be had fo long defpair^d of. But Jbe 
happened to be Oiipwrecked in his way up the river, 
and was faved with great difficulty, after feeing his 
Xecretary, whom he tenderly loved, and twenty two more 
of his retinue, perifh. This misfortune retarded him 
(6 much, that he did not reach the AiTumption till 
late in the month of July. He was received by the 
inhabitants with .the greateft tranfports of joy. He 
could not be furprLzed at that manifefted by thofe^ 
whom no fears or hopes could hinder from lifterbg 
to his yoicc; and theilate of humiliation, in which 

he 
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he found aJI the reft, and the promifes they made of 
repairing ^heir paft behaviour with intereft, fenfibly 
aftt<f\ed him. 

But what convinced him ftill more of the finceri- 
ty of ihcfe laft, was to fee them confpire, with sts 
much earneftncfs as .thofe who had always fhewed 
tbemfelves beft difpofcd, to folicit the re-eftabli(h- 
mentofthe Jefuits. The fecuJar chapter had already 
made the firft propofals of it to Don Bruno, after a 
general Aflembly held at the town houfe, in which it 
was unamioufly refolved that his Excellency fhould 
be humbly requefted to grant his protcftion to the 
cathedral ; and prevail on thefe Religious, to forget aH 
that was paft, and comply with the general wiflies of 
the inhabitants, the foundeft part of whom had been 
moft fenfibly aflflidted at their departure. Even thofe 
moft concefntd in the late profecutioft of them fecm- 
cd to wifh for nothing more ardently than an oppor- 
temity to repaintheir fault. 

Th^' Camp-mafler, Don Martin de Chavarri^ xht 
Sbrjdanc Major, Don Anthbny Benitez, and the 
Attorney General, being appointed to apply 'to the- 
Jefuits, ip the name o£ all the feft of the fccufar 
chapter, they wrote "a joint letter to Father d*A- 
efttilar, to beg of him to condeftend to their wrfhes, 
Don Jeroma Flecba, Don Bernardin Martinez, and' 
Don Mathias de Vanegas, were charged by the army 
wk4i a fimilar commiffion. Dofi Bruno, who had 
r^c^ived orders from the Viceroy and the Royal Au- 
<Ueiice of Lima to employ force, if it fhould be re- 
c^wifite^ to re-eftablifh' the Jefuits, was tranfpofted 
with joy to fee thatafkedof him ^s a favour, which- 
Ite fnore ardently wifhed than any och"^r perfori. He, 
thfel-efore, immediately forwarded to the Provincial^ 
the fnpplications prcfented to him on the occafion, 
and added to them ^ letter, from himfelf, requeftmg 
Father d'Aguilar to fend off diredJIy fuch of his bre- 
thren, as he intended to fill the College with. 

Fathr*^ 
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Father D'AcuiLAR^duly afFettcd by thefe marks 
of confidenceand refpc<S, immediately anfwered them 
in the poliieft manner. But, though in his letter to 
the Governor, he aflured his Excellency that he was 
ready to. do every thing he (hould reqijire of him, he 
took notice, that, as the defamatory (eatence of pro- 
fcription againft the Jefuits had ftript them of the 
credit requifite to infure fuccefs 10 the fundions of 
their inftitute, and, befides, ill meaning and fpiteful 
perfons might be teii^pted to reproach them with it 
as long as it fubfifted, it fcemed highly proper to him 
that this piece Ihould be firft annulled and ftigmaii- 
zed. That, after all, he was willing to difpenfewith 
this reparation^ if his ExceUency thought proper, as 
he was perfuaded the honour and intereft of his com- 
pany could not be trufted to better hands. 

Though the Governor, ahdtheBfhop, who arri- 
ved during the coiufe of thefe negotiations, judged, 
that fufficient reparation was already made by the de- 
cree of the Royal Audien^ce, figned by the Viceroy; 
by the fuppUcations of the feciilar chapter and the ar- 
my, who had therein condemned the expulfion of the 
Jefuits as an abomination and a facrilegious atiempty 
made in confequencc of a feMence given by incomptem 
Judges \ Don Bruno, by an edict of the 1 2th of Auguft, 
refcinded and annulled all the informations and pro^ 
ceedings relating thereto ; and fent an authentic copy 
of this edidl to Father d*Aguilar, who, as foon as he 
received it, let out for the Affumption with Father 
John Baptift Rico, named to the Redorfliip of the 
College, and all the other Jefuits deftined to fill it. 

The Governor, at the head of the army, and fol- 
lowed by the feveral companies compofing the cor- 
poration i the Bifhop^ with all his clergy ^ and the 
Superiors of all the Religious houfea, received them 
amidft the acclamations of the people •, conduded 
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them to the Cathedral; and from thence, after a Te 
Deum^ to the College, where, the next day, maft 
was pontifically celebrated by Don Jofeph de Palos. 
The day after, Father Fcrnand Navarette, Superior 
of the Merci, performed a (blemn mafs in. his own 
Church, where, fincc his being in that office, he' had 
never omitted tofolcmnize, every year, the feftival of 
Saint Ignatius. T he Provincial immediately gave 
orders lor opening all the claflifs, and recommencing 
all the ufual exerciles. He „ven ordered, that the 
Fathers of it (hould, for the future, give regular re- 
traAs, judging it the moft cfFedlual method to re- 
medy thofe diiorders, which the pad troubles, and the 
hcentioufncfs introduced by them, muft neceflarily 
have occaGoned among the inhabitants. DoAor Don 
John Melgarejo, at this time Dean of the Cathedral, 
and aftewards Bifliop of Santiago of Chili, founded 
a houfe entirely con(ecrated to this good work. Fa* 
ther d*Aguilar, on his fide, declared, that he forgave 
thofe, who were not in a condition to reftorc the 
cffefts^f which they had plundered the College; and 
forbid any profecutions to be carried on, even againft 
thofe, who were. He gave an account of this his 
behaviour to Father Francis Retz, his General, who 
anfwered him the fifteenth of July 1737, that he 
could not but commend his prudence and difmtereft- 
ednefs, and the zeal he had fhewn to maintain peace, 
and keep up the reputation of the Company. 

Don Bruno continued feme time at the AflTiimp- 
tion, the better to confirm the work he hadjuft com- 
pleatcd; and, in this interval, named, purluant to 
the powers given him for that purpofe by the Vice- 
roy, Don Martin d*Echauri, Governor of Paraguay; 
and, when he had eftablifhed him in the cxercife of 
his poft, fet out for Chili, leaving him, as a life- 
guard, the dragoons he bad brought with him frorn 
Buenos Ay res. 

It 
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It appears, how<fvcr, that Don Bruno intended 
to call, firft, at Buenos Ayrcs, whereafquadron larely. 
arrived frond Spain^ in order to aflift in the Reduction 
of the Colony of the Holy Sacrament. I have not 
been able to learn any thing of the.raotives or parti- 
culars of this expedition ; except that Father d'Agui- 
lar received orders to fend there»a confiderable body 
of the Redudtion Indians ^ that they ferved four months, 
though without any great opportunity to diftinguilh 
themfelves; that the place was not taken, nor even 
regularly befieged^ the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, 
as well, perhaps, as the Spanifh troops, not relilhing 
the cnterprize ; that Father Thomas Worle, a Bava- 
rian Jefuit, and one of thofe who accompanied the 
Neophytes, was kitted by a muflcet (hot, while he was 
performing the duties of his function juft under the 
walls of the place; and that the Indians were difmifled 
without receiving a Hngle farthing, though hisCathfo- 
lick Majefty had given orders for allowing them the 
pay ufbally granted the other Indians; and which^ 
probably^ the mifery to which they were now redu- 
ced would not have permitted them to refufe, as they 
had hitherto always done. Their (ledfmft friend, 
Don Bruno, died there, (bon after his arrival froip 
Santafe, of a fit of apoplexy, which robbed America 
of one of the men, who moft contributed to the ho- 
nour of the Spanilh name in that part of the world. 

The inhabitants of Buenos Ayres loved their Go- 
vernor too well not to enter into all his views; and, 
therefore, knowing his fentiraents in regard to the 
Jefuits, gave them, during Don Bruno's abfence from 
the Aflumption, an inconteftable proof of their e- 
fteem. Buenos Ayres had, within thirty years, en- 
crea(ed confiderably in buildings and inhabitants. 
There had, in particular, been added to it a large 
fpot called Alto de San Pedro. But this new quarter, 
which was already become very populous, was (o 

fur- 
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fiirrounded with water in the rainy feafbn, that it 
could not then have any communicafion with the 
others; nor, of courfe, receive any fpiritual or rem* 
poral affiftance from them. Its inhabitants, much 
more earneft to iiemedy the firft of thcfc evils than the 
fecond, had been, for a long time, wifhifng, that the 
Jcfuiis might be allo.O'ed an eftablifhment among them ; 
but the difficulties attending luch an cftablit'hment 
appeared iofurmountable. 

At length, in the year 1734, a very rich Gentle- 
man fettled at Buenos Ayres, called Don Ignatius dc 
Zavallos, having mad<» a voyage to Spain, and brought 
back, with him, a very beautiful copy of the miracu- 
lous Image of our F^ady of • Belem, preferved in the 
Hofpital of the Palace at Madrid, depofued it in a 
Chapel, he had built and refolved to endow, in the 
quarter of Alto di San Pedro^ in which it is probable 
i)e lived. His defign had no fooner taken wind, than 
he was (blicited to fettle two jefuits in it; and he 
*iot only coirfented, biit wrote to Father d'Aguilar 
to propofe to him the foundation of a College there, 
promifing to be, himfeJf, at all the expence of found- 
ing one, on his return from Spain, where his affairs 
•gain called him. 

• The Provincial, having thought proper to accept 
his offer, immediately repaired to Buenos Ayres ; ob- 
tained from the Governor and the Bifhop the ncCeffa- 
ry licences; built a houfe near the Chapel for the 
reception of two Jefuits, who perfedtly anfwered the 
expectations of the inhabitants. At the fame time, 
the Bifhop, who was flill Don John de Arregui ; Don 
Miguel de Salcedo, who had fuccecded Don Bruno 
Maurice de Zavala, as Governor of the Province; 
and the Corporation; wrote to the King for leave to 
ercd this new ettablifliment into a College. Father 
Ladiflas Oros, Procurator General of Paraguay, then 
at Madrid, who was charged to folicit this affair, 

eafily 
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tMf obtained his Maiefty's fetters patent. ' * T hd 
College was fodn firiifhed ; and Don Melchfor Tagl^ 
added to it a houfe of retreat, which crowned the 
wrfhes of the inHabftants of this qtiarier. '' " 

The Port of IVfonte Vided, which (he Spaniards 
l)egan to fettle in 1726, was ftill more at a tofs for 
fpiritual afliftance, than the quarter of j4Uo de San 
Pedro. One, therefore, of Father d'Aguilar's firft 
cares, after he had been appointed Provincial, was to 
fend two of his brethren to make a Miffion there. 
God bleffed their endeavours with fnch fuccefs, that 
from that time the commandant and garrifon never 
difcontinued their moft earned entreaties with the 
Provincial to engage him to .accept a houfe among 
them, till, at laft, with the confent of the Governor, 
he fent back to refide there the fame fathers, who, 
befides the garrifon, had the crews of all the fhips 
from Old Spain, which happened to put in there, to 
adminifter to. 

It was not at Buenos Ayres alone, that people 
feeroed refolved to make the Jefuits fome amends 
for tlue long perfecutions they had fufFercd in the 
Province of Paraguay. We have more than once 
mentionfd the attention of the Governors of Tucu- 
man to fecond their labours within that Province, 
and their endeavours to propagate the gofpel in 
Chaco; nor were the Bifhops behind hand with tbe 
Governors. Of this we may judge by a letter, v^hiclx 
Don John de Sarricolea and Olea wrote to his CathO* 
lick Majefty, in 1729; and by another he wrote, tKc 
year following, to Pope Clement X 11, to obtain leave 
to renounce his Bifhoprick, and enter the Society,; 
or, if his Holinefs did not think proper to give him 
l^ave to fpend the remainder of his days in it, that 
He would at leaft pernryt him to die in it by making, 
at the hour of his death, the fame vows which the 
Novices make at the expiration of their NoviceJhip. 
This laft was granted. The Jefuits of Paraguay, 
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however, did not long poflefs a Prelate, who was a 
great deal more oeceOary to them in the plate be 
filled, than he could be in that he folicited among 
them. He was foon after tranflated to the Bifboprick 
of Santiago of Chili^ and then to that of Cufcain Peru. 
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New /ervices of Redu^ion Indians Death of Don Jo* 
feph de Palos. Jefuit murdered in endeavouring to 
civilize and convert the inhabitants of Chaco. New 
attempt lo difcover an eafy communication between the 
Provinces of Paraguay and tucitman^ mi/carries 
through a total failure of water in the Pilco Mayo. 
Jefuits again honourably acquitted of new charges 
brought againft them at Madrid^ in confequence of the 
defence made by themfelves^ and the retractation of one 
of their principal calumniators. Letter from the new 
Bijhop of Buenos Ayres to the King^ concerning the Re- 
dulUons. New decree in their fa'Oour. Letter of 
his Majefty to their Pafiors\ Printed^ as well as the 
Bijbofs along with the decree, Portugueze of Brazil 
'attempt to open a clandeftine trade^ between that couri^ 
try and Peru^ through the Chiquite ReduSions. The 
behaviour of their Paftors^ on this occafion^ univerfally 
Approved. Chiquites received imthediate Vaffals of the 
Oronm. Jeftimony of the celebrated Marquis de Valle 
Umbtofo in favour of themf elves and their Paflors. 
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T is now time to return to Paraguay, whofe 1734 

inhabitants had foon reafon to fear, that they 1 736 

had not as yet appeafed the wraih of Heaven ^•\r'^ 
for their late revolt*. At a time they lead expelled it, 
the Guaycuriis, and even the M(»covi;5, though the 
Governor of Tucuman was adtually carrying on a 
frnart war againft them, enteied the Province, at once, 
from their refpedtive countries, and ravaged it to 
the gates of the Ciapiial, too much weakened by the 
larc troubles in it to make head againft them. But 
the fpe^dy approach of a body of the Redudtioil 
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Indians, whom the Governor had fent for in his dif- 
trcfs, ftruck fuch a terror into ihele barbarians, that 
they retreated with the utmoft precipitation at the 
firft news of it. This event alone uas fufficient to 
convipce the Spaniards, how much it would be againft 
their own intereft to attempt to have thefe brave 
Indians in command, fince by it they might not oniy^ 
lofs their beft defendecs, but -bxing upon their hands 
a more dangerous enemy, than any they had yet to 
deal with. 

. The joy caufed by this delivery w'^s foon allayed 
by a melancholy event. In the month of Septem- 
ber of the year 1737,- Don Jofeph dePalos was feized 
with a fit of the apoplexy , and, though he received 
immediate aflTidance, found that he had not many 
d^ys to live. .In this condition, enrirely taken up 
with the judgments -of Heaven, be wrote to the King, 
who had confulted him in feveral point;^^ and par- 
ticularly concerning the memorial of Don Barthelemi 
de Aldunate which wc have already mention^, and 
that of Don Martin de Barua w.hic;h.;yve (hall hereafter 
(pea|t pf. This letter may be confidered as the laft 
W\\\ of one of the rnoft; ho]y .Biihdps America ever 
pofleflTed. Though, in lexamining thefe pieces, he 
did not enter into particulars, he faid enough to con- 
yinc^ Philip V, that the authors of. them bad fonght 
io'ympok upon )n\a MajtRy in every article. 

1737 Don Joseph died on the Good Fiidaj of 

1738 the following year, after governing the.Church 
^v*^ of Paragiuy fourteen years,, in the roofl: me- 
jancboly and qriiical cpnjundures,. in which it. was pof- 
fible.for a bifhop to find himfelf. The import;ani fcr- 
yices he yielded both to the Chiwch ^nd ftate, and the 
infinite pains . thefe fervices coft him, bad engaged 
Philip V. to offer him a naore confiderajble See.. Bur, 
content with fi^rying God in a poor Church, in which 
he every day met with fomany coniradidions, that 

I he 
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he might well call her a fpoufe of blood, he never 
could be brought to think of leaving her/or another-, 
and heLdied in ihe very bofom of poverty. 

Th IS great man, in the letter of his juft now cited, 
complained to the King of there being ftill prefcrved, 
among the archives of the town houfe of the AC- 
furoption, feveral decrees rendered during the late 
troubles, injurious to the immunities of the Church, 
his own reputation and that of icveral of his Canons, 
the Parifti Prieft of St. Blaife, and the JefuitS; be- 
caufe no orders, he faid, had been yet given to erafe 
or burn them. But this was not the fault of the Ma- 
giftrates, who, as foon as they had been re-eftabliflied 
in their employments, wrote a common letter to the 
King to ihe fame purpofc, adding, that Don Bruno 
Maurice de Zavala did not think proper to touch 
tliem without his Majefty's orders; and it is proba- 
ble, for my memoirs fay nothing of the matter, that 
his Majefty paid due regard to the reprefentations of 
fo deferving a Prelate. 

The fcrious attention, which the affairs of * 1731 
Paraguay had required for fo maiTy years paft, 1738 
had not hindered the Marquis de Caftel Fuenc ^v^ 
from extending his care to the other Provinces within 
his jurifdiAion ; and of thefe Tucuman was that which 
wanted it moft. The Indians of Chaco had molefted 
it of late years to fuch a degree, that the inhabitants 
of Tarija, worried by perpetual alarms and infulis, ap- 
plied to him, irt*the year 1731, for an order to fome 
Clergymen to make a new attempt to bring them under 
theyokeof theGofpel, as cheonly means of tfFcdually 
making friends of tliem; and they were now fo fenfi- 
ble of the great h;arm done by the notions thefe 
Indians entertained of Chriftianity being the direft 
road to flaverv, that they beleeched his Excellency 
to engage the Jefuits in this pious tafk, as the only 
Religious, who, befides their having.fuch a known 

Y 3 facility 
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facility in acquiring the Indian languages, which nnany 
of theoi already tmd^>'ft<^« could alone promife the(e 
Indians, in his Majefty's name, a * full enjoyment of 
all their liberties. Accordingly, Father Lizardi a 
3pani(h Jefuit, and the Fathers Chorac aijijd Pon^, 
both Flemmings, were (ent to them, and had fome 
fuccefs with the Chiriguanes, whom, they firft addrefl- 
ed, as .the nation it mod itnported the Spaniards to 
gain over. But this fucqefs was of very Ihort conti- 
nuance' Father Li2ardi and .hi3 C^tcchiit were trea- 
iiheroufly murdered by one of their caciques; and t^e 
few barbarians he had reclaimed difperfed b^yoiid the 
.poffibiliiy jof rallying them. 

-1738 Thi s difappoiniment, however, was in fome 
1740 meafure foon repaired by the eflabllQiment of 
S-v^ a very flouriUiing Reduftion, called St. Igna- 
tius, among the Zamucos ; fo much the more pleating;, 
as there was great reafon to e^cpcdt fuch an eftabli(b- 
ment might prove .tfce ;happy means of opening a 
fpeedy communication between the Provinces of Para- 
guay and Twcuman. Accordingly, fpme Jefyits im- 
mediately fet about*that important difrovery ^ but were 
obliged Xd relinquifli the undertaking after two very 
Jaborious attempts; the fecond, which wa.s made in 
the year 1740, was interrupted by a failure of water 
jn the Pilco Mayo, even fronci its fpurce ; a thing 
which had never before happened. The City of Po- 
tofi fuflfered moft on this QCcaCon ; all the mine- 
works in its neighbourhood were Ul^ended; and fe- 
veral of the inhabitants removed to other places, from 
an apprehenfion," that the river had taken another 
courfe; but they* foon returned when iHe^riycr ap- 
peared again in its old bed. 

1740 While the Jefuiis of Arn^rica were thus 
Sv--^'^ facrificing themfdves to the fervice of Ghurch 
and State in every part of that vailcontin/ent, ^heir 
l^rovincial, and their agent at the Court of Spain, were 
^ ' ^ ' almoli 
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almoft entirely taken up in refuting the old calumiiKS 
againft then), wl)ich were daily revived under fuch 
colours, as might in^poTe even upon the molt candid 
and wary. Accordingly, feveral member^ of the 
Royal Council of the Indies appeared fo alarmed in 
regard to certain delicate points, that his Majefty, 
thorov^ghly convinced of the innocence of the accufed 
and of tl)eir unlfaaken loyalty, thought proper, once 
for ail, to bring truth into fuch a light as might dif- 
fipateall doubts and fufpicions. But, to have a right 
notion of the manner in which his Majefty prqiceeded, 
it will be proper to look back d little to an €arlie.r 
period. 

In 1715, a French Clergymaa, who had, in 1715 
bis youth, made a voyage to America, in the 1740 
fervice of the privateers of his country, and ^-v-^ 
formed feveral fcbemes for augmenting or encreafing 
their commerce, made his appearance at the Court of 
Spain, and found means to get into the King's hands 
a memorial againft the Jefuits of Paraguay ; in which^ 
after repeating fuch things, already advanced againft 
them, as were fitteft to make an imprefKon on hi? 
Majefty, he I^id down a method for remedying the 
evils, of. which he pretended the Jefuits of Para- 
guay were the authors. Philip V, after reading 
this piece himTetf, and couling it to be examined 
by other<s, contented himfelf with caufing the author 
of it to be told, that he knew more than him of 
the affair* of Paraguay. Accordingly, his Majefty 
confirmed, by a Royal Schedule dated the i^th 
November 1715, all the privileges granted by him- 
felf and his Roy^l predeceffors to the J<^fuits and their 
Neophytes, 

Though this rebuff obliged the Ecclefiaftic^s: to 
leiive Spain, it was not (ufficieni to flop bis mouth. 
On his arrival in France, he printed bis memorial, 
in French and in Latin, -that it might fpread the bet- 

J 4 tcr. 
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w^ a$ la fadSt it did, aot only ia that kingdom, but 
lik^ivife over the proceftanc ftateis, in whiich it coul^ 
not fail of meeting with univer&l applaqfe. The 
Jediiis, however^ not feeing a«y .thing in it, chat had 
not been already fdidly refuted, aod beiiag informed, 
bieiide^ of ihe contempt, with which it had been treaty 
ed by hi$ Catholic Majcfty, gave themfelves fo little 
trouble about it, that they had even entirely forgot 
it by the year 1732; when, private agent^ maintained 
at the Couf t of Madrid by the Commune of Paraguay, 
thiJifcing it well adapted to perfuade the Royal 
Council, of the Indies of the uprightncfs of their in- 
tentions and their zeal for his Majefty's fervice, found 
meaas to get it into the hands of the Prince of Aftu- 
rias. They flattered tbemfelves, that, by reprefcnt- 
r»g t<> the young Prince, who was then prefunaptive 
H^^ to the Crown, and now wear« it with fo mtuch 
glory, the privileges granted to the Jefuits of Piif a- 
guay and their Neophytes (though graated merely 
with a \\^w of fecwing liberty to the latter), as tprejtidi- 
cial to the Crown ; and by fecting fortb the ill ufe 
which according to thenv, the iMiffionaries -made of 
thefe privileges, they might make forae imprcffion 
upon him, and induce him to employ all his credit to 
obtain the recall of them. But in this they were egre- 
gioufly miftaken. Don Ferdinand paffed on this libel 
tiie fame fentence his father had done before him i 
and rcjedted it with indignation. 

But, as they had at the fame timediftributed feve- 
rali:opi€s of it among the principal noblemen of the 
Court and the Council, it made fo much the greater 
impreflion upon fome of them, as it tallied -pretty 
well with the informations laid before his Majcfty by 
Don Barthelemi de Aldunate in 1726, ^nd Don 
Martin de Barua in 1730; and it was this err- 
cumftance, which obliged the Jefuits to anfwer it. 
Father Gafpar Rodcro, their Agent General for the 

Indies, 
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Indies, refuted It by a folid piec^, to which there has 
not as yet appeared any reply. The King had, it 
feems, font the memorial compofed by Don Barthele- 
mi dc Aldunati to Don Mariiiijf jii^ Barua, to know' 
his opinion of it; and Don IVfar?in, finding feveral 
things in- it which did not fquare wijh his own views^ 
drew up another, dated the 23d of Septetiiber 1730, 
which could not fail of ftartling the Royal Gjunfel of 
the> Indies, though it were merely on account of the 
article of twelve hundred thoufand crowns which he 
pretended the Jefuits had embezzled of the tribute'' 
payable by their Indians to his Majefty, 

The heavier the charges made in this mo- 1732 
morial, the more time and attention Philip V. 1740 
thought requifite to examine them ; it be- . ^^-^ 
ingof the laft importance, as this Prince .himfelf fays 
in his definitive fentence of the 28th of December 
1743, either to didipate by the great light of truth (b 
atrocious a calumny againft a whole Religious order, 
or to make manifeft the impardonable toleration of fo 
•confiderable an injury to his revenue, contrary to the 
regard due to hi^ Royal Patronage, and the obedience 
due to his orders. At length, this Prince, after 
examinmg all the articles of this memorial in an 
aflcmbly of th€ Royal Council of the Indies, held in 
his preience the 2ift of December 1732, ordered a 
Royal Commiffion to be made out for Don John 
Vafquez de Aguero, his Alcalde de Corty y Caja^ to 
take on the fpot, informations of all the fa^ts his 
Majefty xlefiredjo have cleared up, purfuant to fuch 
inftrudtions, as Doii Manuel de Martmez, Attorney 
General to the Royal Council of the Indies (hould 
draw up, after conferring with Father Rodero, and 
Father Anthony Machoni, General Agent for the 
Jefuits of Paraguay, then on his return from Spain to 
that country with a numerous reinforcement of Mifli- 

onaries ; 
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onariesi and procuring all the other ccclairciflcnients 
that could be poflibly procured. 
1736 His Majcfty*s orders were all put^dtuaHy 
1 740 obeyed ; and Don John Vafqucz de Aguero, 
^v--^ having received bis inftriidlions, fet out for 
Buenos Ayrts, from whence he wrote to the King^ in 
February 1736, that, by conferring with Don Mar- 
tin de barua, exannining the lifts of the Parana and 
Paraguay Chriftians, theonly two to whom the article 
concerning the tribute related, and the minutes of the 
rcgifters, in the haiids of iha former Governor ; as, 
likewife, ail the informations taken by the Bifhops of 
Buenos Ayres and the AlTumption ; and hearing the 
"depolitions of ten pcrfohs, both laymen and Clergy- 
men, beft acquainted with the ftate of thefe Redudki- 
ons, he had ascertained ; 

I ft, That thefe reductions amounted to thirty, in 
which there were about thirty thoufand Indians liable 
to tribute. 

2diy, Th AT the oldeft regifter he could meet with, . 
namely one dated in the year 1715, and prefented to 
him by Don Martin de Barua, madp the tributable 
Indians of the thirteen Parana ReduAions, which had 
returned under the Jurifdidion of the Governor of 
Paraguay, amount 10 only (even thoufarrd eighthundred 
and iiftyone; that the copy of another, drawn up, in 
1676, by Don Diego Ibanes, Fifcal of the Royal Au- 
dience of Guatimala, and prefented to him by the 
( ime Governor, made the reductions amount, in the 
laid year, but to twenty two; and that he could not 
difcover iheexad date of the foundation of the other 
right ; that, in 1719, when Don Pedro Faxardo Bi- 
fliop of Buenos Ayres vifiied all the rRed tuitions, they 
were thirty in number, and .contained twenty eight 
ihoufar.d lix hundred families ; and that Don Pedro 
confirmed in them thirteen thoufand fix hundred and 
fify feven perions. 

^dly, Th at 
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3dly, That, in 1733^ the Jcfuits had put into 
ihe hands of Don Jofcph Palos, BiQiop of Paraguay, 
a ftate of their Reductions, by which they were made 
to contain twenty feven thoufand and fixty fanailies ^ 
that, according to the Uft delivered into him by the 
Agent of the MifTionsf, the number of families a- 
mounted to no more than twenty four thoufand, two 
hundred ai^id feventeen \ in fine, that, in a conference 
he had with Father James d'Aguilar, Provincial of 
the Jefuits, in obedience to his Majefty's orders, this 
Father had aflured him, that the number of Reduc- 
tions actually amounted to thirty, and the number of 
tributable India^njs in them to twenty four thoufand ; 
but that, having Isttelyfent back for the Curates lifts, 
he could find but nineteen' thoufand one hundred and 
fixteen ; and that tliefe variations were owing to epi- 
demical diforders, which from time to time made 
great havock amongft tbcoi ; and to the great num- 
ber of thofe who periflied in his Majefty's fcrvice. 

Don John Vasque? de AcuERoadded, that, fo 
early as the year 1631, the Jefuits had founded up* 
wards of twenty Reduiflions, each provided with a 
very decent Church, and containing, iii all, upwards 
of feventy thoufand Indians. We have fecn, that the 
Mamelus deftroyed more than half thefe towns; 
murdered a great number of the inhabitants; and 
made flavesof !« great part of the reft. Don John 
lurthcr obferved, that, in virtue of the reiterated de- 
crees of the Catholick Kings^ the new Chriftians 
under eighteen and above fifty, the caciques, their el- 
deft fons, and twelve Neophytes confecrated, in every 
town, to the fervicc of the Church, were exempted 
from the tribute, which amounted to a pefo per head; 
that it was out of the fruits of their labour they paid 
this tribute; that they bad always exadly paid 
it, though, to enable them to do (b, their Paftors were 
obliged to watch over theni with the greatelt atten- 
tion, 
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tion, in order to make them ftick to their bu(inefs» 
and live with oeconomy ; they being naturally inca- 
pable of oeconomy, and not over fond of labour ; 
ihftt the Governors, bcfides, frequently drew away 
great nuniibcrg of them for military and other publick 
fervicesi that, in fine, were the tribute to be erurrea- 
fed, the impoffibility of paying it might, perhaps, 
make them refale to pay any •, whereas they had hi- 
therto paid it with the greateft pundluality. 

Hb likewife aclded, that the Jefuits had mod 
earneilly preflTed him to repair, in perfon, to the Re- 
duiitions, of which no Governor, Commiflary, or 
Vifitor, had as yet taken an entire furvey ; that, to 
engage him to do it, they h^d told him, that, pof- 
fibly, the Indian Corcgidors, whofe bufinefs it was to 
make out the ^!fts, might not alwaysr have done it 
-with all the exaclnefs enjoined^ them ; efpeqially in 
times of famine and peftilence /and during the trou- 
bles of the Province of Paraguay, by which the Re- 
ductions had been great fufferers ; that, as the Jefuits 
had fo many enemies, it was of the greateft impor- 
tance to them, that he (hould examine things 
with his own eyes, that they might not be charged 
with having impofed upon him ; but that he had an- 
fwered them, that his inftrudtions did not recom- 
mend any fuch vifit to him ; and that, befides, he did 
not think it any way neceffary ; the depofitions and 
other judicial pieces in his hands being more than 
fufficient to enable him to give his Majcfty a faithful 
account of what by his commiflion he was bound to 
enquire into. 

Ft appears by a letter, whith Don John Vafquez de 
» Aguero wrote, at the fame time, to Don Jofeph Pati- 
no, then Prime Minifter of Spain, that, on his arrival 
at Buenos Ayres, a report bad prevailed, that the 
Fathers of the company were going to. l>e deprived of 
the direction of their Churches; for he oblerved in 

this 
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tbis klter, that the Bifliop of Paraguay had told him> 
ttiar, the minute this alteiation took pjace, the Indians, 
tea man, would* defert iheir towns, in fpiieof all that 
could be done to retfixi them ; and that not only the 
Church would thereby lofe a great number of chiU» 
dren, who did honour to their R^ligiop ; but his Ma- 
jefty, all thefe Provinces ; that ot this there were 
itpanfwerable proofs; for that, s^s often as fecular. 
Priefts werefcnt to fill the places of the Jefuits in any 
of the ReduQions, the inhabitants immediately aban- 
doned it. " And, indeed, my. Lord* (he added)* 
it is pail doubt, that the manner in which thefe 
people are governed is the bed adapted to promote? 
both their Ipiritual and temporal welfare ; and 
that none is fo well qualified lo.preferve; and eii-. 
creafethisChriftian Republick, asithofe who fdqpd- 
ed i{. Atprefent, it cofts them- but Ifttle to infure 
the eternal welfare of a great n^rpber of tiiefe new* 
Cbriftians, an^ to encreafe this number. Tb«y» 
engage them to Ipibour by iniUinefe; they procure 
(h^nfi all the afliftaiice they ftand in need of; they 
**; c^rredtthem wiih gjentienefs and moderation ; they* 
*^ oootinually watch over them, to extirpate the vici*' 
*>. (>u|5.habitscontra<5ted before c(>RA;erfion ; Jtod I may; 
venture to tell you» thet the io trod ud\ion of tbi, 
leafl novelty ' among thefe Ii)dia(ns wouW greatly 
difturb the tranquillity they now enjoy; dcflroy. 
the fubordination which now reigns among themV 
infallibly occafion fufch mifchiefs.as k would be im- 
pofllble ever to repair ; and -greatly hurt the fervice 
*' of. God, and bis Majefty." 

An event which happened at Buenos Ayr:es, j 737 
about this time, under the eyes of tbeCommif- . 1740 
(ary, contributed not a little rto nnakehimac- ^v^' 
quaintcd with ibe true ch^w^Q^r of thofe en/em'iea 
^c Jefuits had hitherto to deal with in Par^aguay ; 
ai)d':Co put bim on his guar4^aioft;^very thing he 
' might 
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might hear to ihcir difadvantage. Don Anthony Ru- 
is de Arrcllano, rcfolvcd to repair, to the iitmoft of 
his power, all the mifcbicf he had done during the 
time he (bared in the violences and calumnies of Ante- 
quera and the Commune, made, in prcfence of the 
Notary Royal of Buenos Ayres, a declaration of his 
fentiments in regard to the Jefuits, who, during that 
period, had a juft right to confider him as omc o^ 
their moil inveterate enemies; with a forma! difap- 
probation of the (bare he had in the pcrfccution they 
had fufTered ; and this piece was made publrck:- 

But, to compleat the juftification of the Jefuits, it 
was abfolutely neceflary to refute the memorial com- 
pofed by Don Martin de Barua. This Governor 
having privately difperfed feveral- copies of if, one of 
them fell into the hands of Father Gabriel Novar, 
(ecrctary to Father d'Aguilar, who, alarmed at the 
calurnnies with which it was filled, and the fly turn 
given things by the author's malice, carried it to him. 
Father d*Aguilar, equally alarmed, immediately took 
up his pen to anfwer it ; and having addrefled his an- 
fwer, which was foon finrilhed^ to the King, put it 
into the hands of Fathef Novat, to be communicated 
to Don John de Aguero, with a rcqueft to read it, 
and let htm know what additions, alterations, or re- 
trenchments, he thought might be rcquifite^ to ren- 
der it worthy of appearing before His Majefty in his 
Royal Council of the Indies. 

Father Novat having, a few days after, waited 
on the Commiflary to know his opinion of this piece ; 
** I have read it, anfwered Don John, and re-read it, 
^^ and read it ftill with new pleafure. I don!t think 
^ it wants any addition, and ftill lefs any corredtion. 
* Irmuft be printed as it is. -The MilTions of Para- 
** guay have, in this fingle piece, a compleat and un- 
** anfwerable apotegy. But, when you have got it 
" printed, you ofiuft procure fome able Lawyer at N4a- 
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•• drid to make an cxad abftra€\ of it, and lay this 
•* extradt before the Council, along with Barua's 
" Memorial. The Council will then, no doubt, call 
** for the piece itfelf, and will clearly difcover in it 
** the nature of the Paraguay Miffions, the prclent 
** ftaie of them, and the calumnies invented by hell 
to deftroy them. My dear Father, 1 had concei- 
ved a high opinion of Father d'AguiUr, in the 
•* conferences I had with him by his Majefty's or- 
" ders ; but this performance has greatly encreafed ir ; 
for m it he not only places truth in the ftrongeft 
light, but does it in fuch a manner, as to difplay 
the greateft goodnefs of heart, and holinefs of nian- 
** ners, joined to the greateft talents. I am ovcr- 
*• joyed to have had the opportunity of knowing a 
•* man of fuch univerfal merit." 

The Royal Council of the Indies paffed the /ame 
judgment on this piece ; and feveral of its* members 
expreiled the ftrongeft inclination to be acquainted 
with the author! Accordingly, when, fomc time af- 
ter, a report prevailed of his being appointed Agent 
General to his Province, and being daily expeded in 
Old Spain, a great number of perfons of diftindion 
cxprefled the highcft joy at it. Another advantage pro- 
duced by this memorial was, that, it having fallen into 
the bands of Don Cajetan Buoncomp'agni, Duke of 
Sota, and Majqrdomo to the King of the two Sicilies, 
hetookit with him into Italy; and, having communi- 
cated it to the celebrated Lewis Anthony Murato- 
ri, that eminent writer took occafion from it to com- 
pofe his work intitled El Chriftianefimo feTice nelle 
Miffioni di Padri della Compagnia de Gieufu nel Parw 
guay. 

As this performance of Father d'Aguilar has met 
with fo much applaufe, I ftiall give an extract of it ; 
bat as ftiort as I can poflibly make of it. Father 
d'Aguilar begins by obferving, that, if Don Martin 
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de 6arua*s memorial had been feen only by His M^- 
jefty and the Gounci! RQyal of the Indies, he fhould 
have contented himfcif with enabling Don John Va(^ 
quez de Aguero to difcover the falfhood of every 
thing advanced in it to the prejudice of the Miflio- 
naries of. his company. But, as it appeared by the au- 
thor's making it public, that he fought lefs to give the 
King an account of their Miffions, than to fatiate 
his hatred of the Society, and ftir up againft it all the 
Provinces of that part of America, he thought him- 
fcif at liberty to confider it as a defamatory libel. 

He, then, takes notice, that Barua never mentions 
the thirteen Parana Redud\ions but as belonging to 
his jurifdiftion, though he could not but know, that 
they had been put Under Buenos Ayres fo early as 
the year 1726. He, next, fliows, how much Don 
Barna is miftaken in reckoning forty thoufand If}dian$ 
liable to pay tribute ; and that all his reafbnings on 
this head are equally weak in their, premifes and m 
their conclufions. For this purpofe, he oppofes, to 
the calculation upon which Barua built, another, for 
the truth of which he is not afraid to m^lke hrmfelf 
anfwerable. In 1715, fays Father d'Aguilar, when 
Don Gregorio Bacon, Governor of Paraguay, rriade 
out the lift, upon which Don Martin de Barua grounds 
his arguments, the thirty Reductions pf the Parana 
and the Uruguay contained twenty fix thoufand four 
hundred and eighty, men, women, Jjnd children; 
and, in 1750, when Bafua compofed his memorial, 
they contained twenty nine thoufand five hundred fa- 
milies, and one hundred and thirty three thoiifand 
feven hundred fouls. The number of families never 
amounted to thirty one thoufand ; and, at prefent 
(in 1737,) it is reduced, by famine, ficknefs,' and 
deftru^ion, to twenty three ihotifand, as appears by 
the Rolls figned and fworn to by the Parifh rtitffs. 

» The 
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The principle aflumed by Don Martin de Barua, 
to prove that the Jefuits owed twelve hundred thou- 
fand crowns to the Royal Treafury, being thus 
deftroyed, through an error in his calculation of 
their Indians, there might feem no neceflity to attack 
the conclufion. However, as this article of his itic- 
tnorial had forne relation to a tender point that could 
not be fet in too clear a light, Father d'Aguilar took 
particular pains to difcufs it. He (hewed tiiat all the 
propofitions of this Governor were ill grounded; and 
proves it in fo evident a nianner; that Philip V. ind 
his Council of the Indies, were furprized to find Co 
much ignorance in a man, who had fpent the beft 
part of his life in Paraguay, and fo little truth and 
honcfty in an officer of his rank. 

Baku A was not afhamed to affirm, that tht pro- 
. ducc of all the labour of the Indians wciit to the Miffio- 
naries, who, after giving their Neophytes cloth enotigb 
for their wear, difpofed of the reft to their pfivatfc 
advantage. The Provincial oppofcd to this odipu$ 
accufation what feyeral perfons, who knt\9 mofe of 
the matter than Barua could pretend, and had been 
eye witncfles of the affairs of the Redudiorts, unani- 
moufly attefted. He cited, among others, Don Pedro 
Faxardo, Bifhop of Buenos Ayres, who, after vifit* 
ing all the Reductions, wrote to His Majefty, that 
he never faw any thing, in his whole life, equal to the 
management of them, and the difintereftedncfs of the 
Miffionarics, who benefited in no (hape by what 
their Indians had, either in point of food or rai- 
ment. 

Barua, fuppofihg that the Indians in coriimand 
paid but four crowns a head tribute, fays, that 
His Majefty might content himfclf with two crowns: 
a head from thofe of the Reductions, in confi- 
deration of their ferviccs to the ftate; thofe, he 
adds, under the jurifdiftion of Buenos Ayres in par- 
ticular- for thofe under that of the Affiimption have 
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not rendered it any, for feveral years paft. It is, pro- 
bably, rejoins Father d*Aguiiar, becaufe Don Martin 
de Barua imagined the King was not to give thole 
lad any credit for having fo long guarded the fron- 
tiersof that Government againft a party he favoured, 
and for having enabled, by their bare prefence on the 
Frontiers, Don Bruno Maurice de. Zavala to reduce 
the rebels in it to the obedience of their Sovereign, 
But th^ King knew what this fervice coft them. 
He had, likewi(e, received an account of their having 
iecured this Province frcm the ravages, with which 
the Guaycurus threatened it. 

Hbsi DBS, had »t been true, that, fiiice a tribute 
had been impofed upon the(e lndrar)s, it had been fo 
badly paid as to leave the Redudions twelve huudred 
thoufand crowns in His Majefty's debt ^ either they 
muft have paid nothing at all fince the year 1681 ; 
or mud have always had a greater number of inha- 
bitants liable to tribute, than^ Don Martin himfeif 
reckoned ; for, as he was on the fpot, he could not 
but know, that fince the lad enumeration of them in 
1677, according to which the fum' total of the tribute 
amounted to ten thoufand five hundred crowns, it 
was ordered by a Royal Schedule dated the 17th of 
July 1684, that, for the time to come, it (hould not 
be exadttd but on the footing of the faid mufter, till 
another fhoukl be taken ; and that no lift had been 
taken from that period to the time of his compofing, 
his menK)rial. 

What is more, adds Father d'Aguilar, when Don 
TohnGregorio Bacan had, in the year 17 15, taken a 
Tift of the Indians of the thirteen .Reductions on the 
Parana, his Majefty, by a Schedule dated the 24th of 
Auguft 1718, ordered, that the tribute (houM con- 
tinue to be levied according to the lifts taken in 
^677 ^ and it was Don Diego Ibanez de Faria, who 
was charged with the care of cojledting it. Don 
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Martin de Bartia, continues Father d'AguiIar knew 
very well, that^ in virtue of the orders iflucd by Phi- 
lip V. and all his predecelTorSv the ftipends of the 
Miffionarics were to be paid out of this tribute, not- 
withftanding which, in order to give the greater air 
of probability to what he advances concerning the 
difhonefty of the Jefinits on this head, he has the 
affurance to tell his Majcfty, ihat the Revenue Officers, 
yvhotk bufinefs it was to raife the tribute, had an under- 
(landing with thefe Religious; and, therefore, did not 
difcharge their duty, as they (hould have done^ which 
he adds no way furprized him^ *' for thefe Fathers, 
(ays he, cry up fo much their great power, that I 
myfelf never dared to oppofc their attempts, on 
account of the correipondence they carry on with 
** your Viceroy of Peru, upon whom they can fo much 
the more eafily palm every thing they think proper^ 
as it is more difficult,, confidering the diilance at 
** which he refides, to convey. the truth to him. 
** They have, likewife, found means to make the Bi- 
fhop of Paraguay enter into all their viewi^; and I 
have taken the liberty to tell your Majefty what 
evil coniequences may flow from fuch a combina* 
tion/' It was pretty furprifing that Barua ihould 
fpeak in this manner to his Majefty, of a Viceroy 
like the Marquis de Caftel Fuerte, and fo refpeAablc 
a Prelate as Don Jofeph de Palos, efpecially in the 
prefent conjun^ure, as nothing was fitter to confirm 
the fufpicions of his Sovereign concerning the corre- 
fpondence he himfelf maintained with the Commune 
of Paraguay. 

But what Father d*Aguilar chiefly infilled upon, 
in anfwering this article of Don Martin's memorial, 
was the ignorance or impudence of the author in 
making fuch a noife about the credit of the Jefuits, 
find reproaching them with their abufe of it, at a time 
the Viceroy was obliged to employ the mod terrible 
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menaces to oblige him to re-cftab!i(h them in their 
College, from whence they had bctn (o ignominioufly 
expelled ; at a time that not a fingle perfon, in the 
whole Province, dared to fpeak in their favour for 
fear of incurring his indignation. The King, on his 
fide, could not help being greatly furpriled, that thofc 
Fathers, though well acquainted with the Governor's 
fentiments concerning them, had not written to Spain 
a fingle letter againft him ; fo that it was a long time 
before their Agents at Madrid could anfwer his me- 
morial. 

But Don Martin's malice appeared ft ill greater in 
that article of his merporial, in which, by His Majefty's 
orders, he gives htm his fentiments in regard to the 
project formed by Don Bartholomew de Aldunat6. 
This project, as we have already faid, confifted chiefly 
m eftabtnhing Spanifh Corregidors in the Parana and 
the Uruguay Radudtions. Aldunat6, however, was 
not the firft advifer of this meafure. So early as the 
yieftr 1653, the Dean of the Cathedral of the Affump- 
tion had ftrongly reprefented to the Count de Pene- 
randa, Prcfident of the Royal CounciJ of the Indies, 
the difagfeeabte confetjuences, which would inevitably 
attend fiich an innovation in America, where it was 
reported, that the edift, iflued in confequencc of 
the acaifation brought againft the jefuits by the 
Agents of Don Bernardin de Cardenas, was on the 
point of being publifhed in the Province of Paraguay. 

Baru A, in his anfwer to this article of the King'jl 
letter, obferves to His Majcfty, that the eftabliftimcnt 
of Spanifh Corregidors in the Redudtions goverricd 
by the Jefuits might be attended with great incon- 
veniences. Affeding, however, to forget thoft, 
which the Dean of the Chapter of the Affumption 
had mentioned in his letter to the Count de Pene- 
randa, he fays, that, by the great experience he had 
acquired, efpiecially during the five years he governed 
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the Province of Paraguay, he was convinced* th^t the 
Indians governed by the Jeiuits acknoAvledgied no 
authority but theirs; an authority, be ^dds, which 
they had ufurped, and did not condefccnd to (hari^, 
even with the Sovereign ; whence he concluded, that 
it woutd be dangerous to attempt to make the lead 
alteration in the prcfcnt method of governing ijhefe 
people ; and that there would be no iafety for the 
Spanifli Officers who might be placed over them. 
Be fides, fays he, who would accept of fuch a com- 
miffion, confidering the maxims gi the company ? 

Father d'Aguilar's anfwer to (o atriOcious a 
charge was, that, ijn fad, thefe Indians had aNp^oned 
themielves to the condudl of tlie Fathers of the com- 
pany, who, with immenfe laboBrrs, and often ^ the 
expence of their lives, went to look for thecn ia fo- 
reils and mountains, which no Spaniards h^ ^^r 
been able to penetrate ^ who, with the grace oiQody 
had the happinefs of changing thefe canniba}^ into 
zealous and fervent chxiftians ; and conveitkig the 
jGecceil enemies of His Majeftjy's natural fubjedb^ 
into the moft faithful vaflals he had in the New worM, 
they being conftantly ready to execute his orders and 
thofe of his Governors at their own expence, and even 
lay down their lives for his fervice. He then tak^ 
notice, that Don Martin de Barua, and thofe who 
think like him, would never have coniidered it as a 
crime in thofe Neophytes to exprefs (b unlijmited a 

fratitude for, confidence in, and attachment to, their 
athers in Jesus Chr ist, had not thefe Religious^ %Qt 
content with bringing them to the knowledge of the 
true God^and procuring therpail the advantages they 
enjoyed under the protcftion of the Catholick Kings, 
exertecj themfelves, with the grcateft zeal and con- 
ftancy^.and in fpite of the fevereft pcrfecuiions, to 
maintain then) in thepofleffion of their liberty. 

Z 3 Father 
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Fath&r d'Agu I lar allows it to be more than 
probable, that they would confider the placing of 
Spanifh Corregidors over them as an attack upon their 
liberty, of which they are infinitely jealous, from a 
perfuafion, that they muft, in that cafe, foon become the 
mod miferabie of men, as views of intereft alone 
couid make ftich men accept thefe employments. In 
fadl, adds the provincial, it is not to be doubted, if 
we may judge what happens elfewhere, that thefe 
Corregidors, free as they would be from all appre- 
henfions of being called to an account for their beha- 
viour, would foon make, of the fimplicity and loyalty 
of thefe Indians, the bad ufe, which it is faid, without 
proof, the Miflionaries now^ make of it; and to be 
convinced of this, it is fufficient to (ee in what manner 
thofe in command are treated, and that too under the 
very eyes of the Bifhops and Governors, 

He owns, in fine, tnat the Reduftions are fuuated 
in a noanner to render the revolt of the Neophytes, if 
driven to it by bad ufage, eafy and incurable. But 
he (hews at the fame time, the fame thing may 
be faid of all the other Indian towns, from whence, 
•befides, it is fo much the eafier for the inhabitants to 
defert, and join the enemies of the Spaniards, as there 
is not one of them, which has not fjmc one or ano- 
ther of thefe enemies near enough, and equally will- 
injg, to afford them an afylum, as h^s been often the 
cafe. But it would be ftill worfe, he adds^ if thofe, 
who now live quietly and loyally under the diredion 
of the Jefuits, feeing themfelves commanded by Spa- 
ni(h Corregidors, and in danger of loling their liberty, 
inftead of difperfJng, or returning to their ancient ha- 
bitations, fhould take it in their heads to carry fire 
and fword into the Spanifli Plantations, in order to 
be revenged for the breach of promifes made to them, 
and for fo ungrateful a return for ail their fervices. 

He, 
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*Hr, moreover, obfcrves, that tifcre would be no 
fafety, even in the Spanilh towns, againft them, if 
once driven to dd'pair, fince there are very few Spant(h 
<owns in thefe Provinces, but what find it a difficult 
marter to hold out againA a handful of undifctplined 
barbarians, who have akcady deftroycd fome of them; 
that, even in the capital Cities, the inhabitants are 
obliged to fufFer the greateft indignities from thefe 
barbarians, for want of being in a condition to reduce 
them by force. In fa6t, adds he, how wo^ald it be 
poffible to oppofe twenty thoufand Indians, who have 
iDeafured their ftrength with the beft Spanifh and 
Portuguefe troops ; whom che Mamelus dare no 
jonger look in the face; who have twice driven the 
Porcugudfe from the Colony of the Bleffed Sacrament; 
and who, for fo many years paft^ keep iri awe all the 
infidd nations whidi Rirround them. 

He refutes, with ecuai force, what feverat Spatri* 
iHrds Mver ce^fed • aUeaging, that their anceftors had 
fubdued the Guaranis and the other Indians with 
w^hom the Redud\ions wcre^ peopled ; adding, that 
k could not be denied that thefe nations w^re born 
free; and that the Spaniards did not (b much as 
think of rediacing them, v^hen the Jefuits prevailed oa 
theirt to unite under their direiSion, and acknowledge 
ttie Kings of Spain for their Sovereigos, by promifing 
them^ in the moft formal manner, that no attempt 
fliould be made on their liberty, and that they fhouid 
never become flaves to the Spaniards. He concludes 
this article by protefting, that, if, notwithftanding 
all he has taken the liberty to reprcfent to the King, 
bis Majefty fhouid think propgr to eftablifh Spanifh 
Corregidors 10 the Reduftions^ not only the jfefuits 
wouid not <^pofe fuch eftabli(h<tient, bur would 
employ all their credit to make their Keophytes 
agree 10 it, though they could not help being per- 
fiiaded, that^ inAead of being barely deferred by them 
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on tbe flrft mcotion of fucb 9 change, they would be 
(be iirft to fall a facrifice to their refentment. 
' Hb» tbc9, be(eeches his IVlajefty to confider, that 
lhj9 Jefui^Sf in placing this Cbriftian Republick at fb 
great a diftance from tbe Spauifh towns and Pianta- 
tioos, not only did nothing but by tbe advice of the 
Governors of tbe(e Provinces and with the confent of 
the. Kings his predeceflbrs, who(e view was to have^ 
m tbeiHt a barrier againft tbe enterprizes of ihe Por* 
tugue^ of Brazil and the Indians living oa that fron^ 
tier, not to rnention feveral other motives, ihejuft- 
nets of which appeared more and more manifeft by 
&^fequent eveni;^; but that it was fo little the def^ga 
of ^befc Fathers to be niore at liberty to difpoi^, aa 
they plea(ed, of the fubftance of thefe Indians, and be* 
nqfiit by the trad^ carried on by ih^m, ^s Don Ma^tia 
de Barua pretended, that i( w$^ notoripus^ th|kt» i^ 
tbfi mapner* this t^^de had beep always carri^on, 
th(^ $paniar46 wtre thpfe^ who aliyaya reaped th^i 
grmteft benefit by it. ~ 

To prove this, be entcra jmo . piirticulars, ilpoa 
\^hjch lihall not dwell, as th^y relatj^, chiefly to what 
I baye already fufficientiy enlarged upon,, concerning 
the m^afurea taken by thefe MiiHonaries to provide 
ncceflarics for their Neophytes, ornaments for their 
Churches, and every thing requifiie for/the celebratiaa 
of the Plyine Office ; and to defray the Indians, em- 
ployed, at a diilance from home, in the King's fer- 
yice. In particular^ be exhibits, in the (Irong^ft light, 
what h^ been already feveral time& reprefeOted, thiat 
if there was a fre^r communication betv^en them and 
tbie Spaniards, liberp'nifm would take place, in this. 
Chu.rch« which npw does fo much honour toRebgion^ 
of innocence, piety, and a fcrvQur^.Jqarce known in 
any but the firft.agesoC Chriftiar>ity ; not to mention,. 
tbat„ in confequence of its being (o eafy t<> impofir upon 
tbeqit they muft foQ« ^ reduc^ to tbe greaieft 

diftreft. 
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<ji(l|e&|tn4 ^herfl}y dUaUed from ferving their Sove* 
reign in the grsimitous manner they had hitherto 
doae ; and giving to the worthip they yield the Lord 
thac degree of fplendor ^nd magnificence, which fur- 
prices ^Vi thQfc who behold it. 

To be Q^viqqed of this^ Philip V. could noi re- 
quire any new proofs, after the accounts fo often re* 
celved by him fronj) Eifhops, Governors^ axid feveral 
other ,perfbn9 of unex^eptionabl^p credit; and after 
what lie had heard concerning the deplorable condi- 
tion of the four Indian loswns, in the neighbourhood 
of BueOjQs Ayre§, though entirely formed of Chrl- 
ilians. He Ijfce^ife Hnew, (and nothing was better 
ll^nawn ;q the Bifhop* of th^fe Pfovinces,) how dif- 
ficult, if noi impolTiWe, it was, to Convert the Infi^ 
deU Qf iNs ix>uotry, v^ho either lived among Spanir 
adid$, or near eppugh to them lo be fcaad^li^sed by cbeif 
bad ^ftcnple. 

It appears^ that Poo John Vafquez de Aguero 
had begun to give th^ E^ing, his niafter;, an a<3couiU 
^ (he iUuation, ia . which he found the affairs of 
Paraguay^ relating iq. feveral articles in his iaftru^i^ 
mn befqr« he faw Father d'AguUar's performance, 
fince, cjven after hW informations had been received; 
ieveral ob)e£lipns were made to Father Rodero, 
Agent General of the Indies at Madrid, conceruiog 
the exajiftnef$: of ^h^ Redudlioa Indians in paying 
their tribute 1^ and their MiiTionaries not allowing 
them a free correfpondence with the Spaniards, or 
even l^ve (o kar{v tb/e S^nifli language ; two poinis^ 
whiQh.t:|i)e Pro<vinf:ial h^4 fufEcienily cleared u|> in his 
Menwi»)> . . ' 

, . T^i> .7 of the pripcipal n^embers of the .Rpyai 
CouE^Qiliof .(be In4ie^ being ordered ;.Ao/ confer ui^ 
theff;^ ppHM$ with .(bia . Ageni ; he beg^n, by talginig 
npijce .(Q them, .(hat. it woqld be unjuft. to requini 
fripm the Redudion Indians, the fame tribute that 

was 
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was required from thofe who had been reduced by 
force of arms : iirft, becaufe their rubmidion was 
voluntary : fccondly, becaufe the fervices they yield- 
ed the State, not only without any pay, but at a very 
great expence to themfelres, were much more than 
an equivalent for what the other Indians paid ; and^ to 
make them the more fenfible of this, he produced an 
unexceptionable calculation, by which it appeared, 
that, had they, on the one hand, paid the (ame tri- 
bute, and the fame contributions, with thofe Indians 
that are mod heavily burdened ; and received, on 
the other, equal pay with that allowed the Indians of 
the towns in the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, for 
their military and other fervices, there would appear 
due to them fuch a balance, as would prove it no groit 
favour to exempt them, entirely, from ail tributes 
and taxes ; fince, in time of peace as well ad war, 
fome of them are conftantly employed; and ieife o- 
4>liged, befides, to fupply thennfelves with arm^ and 
ammunition at their own expence. - . ' 

' As to the free communication, wbJch (broe peopk 
thought it would be proper to open between the 
Spaniards, and the Redudion Indians; the Agent 
General, not content with the folid arguments brought 
againft it by Father d*Aguilar, took notice t6 the 
two Miniftcrs, who fpoke to him concerning it; that 
it would be quite idle to \t\f\(\ upon fuch a oommu-^ 
i)ication from any apprehcnfions, thaj the bchavi- 
our of the Miifionarics, in this refpedt, tended to 
render the Neophytes independent ef the Govern- 
ment ; and, on its being obje£ted to him, thtit their 
continuing to make ufe of no other but theW'ttiother 
tongue was contrary to the Statut^^; be anfwered, 
that there was in «very town a (choo), Where the 
children were taught to read and to write the Spanifh, 
both which they performed very well ^ that this was 
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all the ftatutes required ; that the Ii^dians had the 
greateft avcrfion to fpeak any language but their 
own, which a great many Spaniards were fufficiently 
acquainted with ; that there were very good reafoiis 
for not ufing any conipulfion on this head \ and that, 
if his Majefty did not approve thefe reatons, when 
they (hould be made known to him, the Miffionarits 
would comply with his orders, as far as they thould 
find it poflibie, without ^xpofing the loyahy of the 
tleduition Indians to too {<^re a trial. 

He added, that few of the Spaniards, who at firft 
found means to Heal into the ReduAions, ever left 
ibem without greatly fcandalizing the Neophytes; 
debauching, and even carrying oiT, their wives; and 
feizing every thing they happened to take a fancy 
to; that, to keep thefe few Cbriftians under the moft 
perfect obedience, it was fufficient, that the Bi(hops, 
the Governors, and the Commifiaries fent by his 
Majf fty, ihould vifit them as often as they thought 
proper, or ftnd* others there whom they could depend 
iipOD; that fuch never had the lead reafon to com- 
plain of their not being received there in a fuitabie 
inanner,^6r of their orders not being obeyed with the 
greateft punAuaKty and chearfulnefs. 

Some time after, the fame objtftions, in regard to 
the Spanifh language not being afed in the Reduc- 
tions, being made to Father Jofeph Rico, who had 
been deputed to Madrid, in quality of Agent Gene- 
ral of the Province of Paraguay; he added to the 
anfwers already given; that he Was the more furpri 
2ed at this point bbing (o much infilled upon, as no 
Spanifli was fpoken in any of the Indian towns, 
governed by Secular Priefts, or Francifcan Friars ; 
that all the Indians, in general, are extremely 
jealous of their mother tongue; that the Jefuits 
were not to blame, if thofe under their diredion did 
not do what it was wilhed they (hould do, as thefe 

Fathers 
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Fathers did not think proper to employ threats or 
violence to oblige them to conform, in as much as 
the ftatutes prefcribed tK>thing more tbtta what 
was pra£tifed in all the Reductions, namely, to tea^ 
the children to read and write the Spant(h and Latin, 
which they do ib well, that ofie can fcarce believe 
they are not perfectly acquainted with boch tbefe 
languages •. 

Great ftrefs \f as likewife laid, in the account 
fent to the Royal Council of the Inches, on gun- 
powder h^ing made in all the Reductions ; a practice 
expre/sly forbid by law, aud liable to great iQconveni- 
encies. Father Rico, who knew the Redudtions bet- 
ter than any one elfe, having (f^vcral times cartfuUy 
viifued them, mude anfwer, that there was not the 
lea(t apparent ground for this ^ccufiition ; it being 
welt known in Paraguay, that, in ^H the coqairy oc- 
ipppied by thefe Indians, there is not .&ltpeice cnoiiigh 
, to emptoy a fingle, powder-milU ^sKi that it cannot 
be proved^ that theife Neopby^s . ever (bld^^iingle 
. pound of it, or could expend within tbemfelv^ the 
quantity of it which k was pretended they made. It 
is even well known, added Father Rico, thttc the A- 
gent of the Miflions at Buenos Ay res ahvays buys for 
them what they want, when ordered to to^. the field 
for his Majefty's fefvice. 

H« did not, however, deny, but that in (buie towns 
the. Indians might make about . twenty pounds of 
powder every year ; but he added, that it was too 
weak to ferve for any thing but the rocktts ufed by 
theiji.in their public rejoicings ^ thai: it was from ihe 
Spaniards they learnt to make it; .that the Governors 
never took it amifs; and that they (hould not have 

* There is, in Spain, a Urge SpisiiKh ^arnufcript in (•be hftnd 
writing of one of tbefe Indians* wbicb wpuljd do boaour tp rbe 
,fb1eft opier in Europe. 

failed 



OF PARAGUAY. J49 

failed to forbid i^ on the (if ft notice; that their 
circumfpedlion in regard to the making of gun- 
powder had been always fo great, that when, in the 
beginning of the prcfent century, fome French nnen 
had offered to teach their Indians a method of 
making a great deal of powder, to (ave them the 
cxpencc of purchafmg that commodity, when order- 
ed to take the field for his Majefty's fcrvice, they 
would by no means liften to their propofal, as well .to 
avoid introducing firangers into the Redndlions, a 
thing exprefsly forbid; as on account of the incon^ 
veniencies that might attend their Indians being able 
to procure gunpowder when they pleafed; a thing, it 
was more their intereft than that of any one elfe 
to prevent. 

At taft. Father Rico had a reproach to anfwer, 
which he certainly could not expert. This was, 
that, for a long time paft, the Jefuits of Paragotay^ 
oantenting themfehFCs with their thirty Redudtidns^ 
had given over their apoftolical labours among the In- 
dians ; and that, accordingly, the laft eight Redndi^ 
ons were but fwarms drawn from the twenty-'twoftrft. 
Accordingly, of tU the accufations brought agafnft 
the Company, this was that, which their Agent had 
the leaft difficulty in anfwering. He began by grant- 
ing, that, of the firft two and twenty Parana and 
Uruguay Redu^ions, the Miffionaries had formed 
thirty; but then he took notice; ift, that the Paftors 
of the eight new towns recervcd nothing from the 
King by way of falary or fubfiftence; but lived whol- 
Jy upon the ftipends allowed thofe of the twenty two 
old ones; 2dly, that the only reafbn for draughting 
from the latter a certain number of families, was 
thetr growing too populous for one Prieft to ferve 
them ; 3dly, that the Miffionaries had never di(conti- 
nued their excurfions into the countries inhabited by 
Infidels, and always brought back fome Profelytes 

with 
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with them to the Reductions! that he bimfelf faw 
Father Pon$ condudt to one or the Parana Redu£ti- 
ons, in the year 1731, one hundred and fixcy Guay- 
anas, ^vhoni he had gone in quell of a great way into 
their forefls ; and that, were it not for fuch recruits, 
the eight new Redudions could not have been (0 foon 
peopled ; 4thly, that it was.ib much the more (hame* 
fill to reproach the Miffionaries of Paraguay with 
having fuflfered their zeal for the falvation of Infi- 
dels to cool, as the blood of two of their brethren, 
mailacred in propagating the Gofpel, was ftill warm ; 
and new churches were every day ftarting up among 
the Chiquites, in the Provinces of Tucuman and 
Paraguay. W.e fhati foon have an opportunity of 
being ftill better convinced, that thofe, who attacked 
the Miffionaries upon this head, mud have been 
obftinateiy bent on quarrelling with them. 
1740 These two Memorials of Father d*Agui- 
1745 lar and Father Rico were printed, along 
'^"^r^ with the informations of Don John Vefqucz 
de Aguero, which were found to agree with feveral 
letters from the late Don Bruno Maurice de 
Zavala, and Don Pedro Faxardo, Bilhop of Buenos 
Ayres; and the ftill recent account of Father 
Lizardi's martyrdom completely diffipated the 
prejudices that had given occafton to fo many 
enquiries ; Co that, the Report of all thefe pieces 
having been made, in a Royal Council of the 
Indies, at which the King per(bnaliy prefided, his 
Majefty gave orders for drawing up, in conformity 
thereto, a decree, in form of regulation, and figned 
It on the 28ih of December of the fame year. In 
the mean time, his Majefty received a letter from 
Don Jofeph de Peralta; of the Order of St. Dominick, 
who fucceeded Don Pedro Faxardo in the Bilhop- 
ric of Buenos Ayres ; and ordered it to be printed 
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aloDg with his decree. As this letter comains feveral 
particulars relating to the then ftace of the Province 
of the Rio de la Plata, and the thirty Uruguay and 
the Parana Rcdudions, which this Prelate had juft 
vifited, by virtue of a fpecial Commiflion from his 
Majcfty ; I think it my duty to inlcrt a pretty long 
extraft of it. 

After giving his Majefty an account of the hade 
he had made by his orders to repair to his diocefc, 
as it was feared the Rnglilh were meditating a de- 
fccnt in one of the Ports of it, he goes on thus : 
As loon as I entered it, I began by vifKrng the 
pariflies on my road ^ and, after taking pofTeffion 
*' of my cathedral, continued to vifit the neighbour- 
ing churches and chapels, in which I confirmed 
about ten thoufand perfons of every age, and both 
*' fcxes. When I had finifhed this vifit, to comply 
*^ with every part of my duty, I vifitcd the churches 
'* and chapels of Santafe, Corrientes, and the Doc- 
** trines, which lie at a great diftance in the inlavd 
country, and arc governed by the Fathers of 
the Company of Jefus. 

The town of Santafg, which lies about a hundred 
leagues from Buenos Ayres, was formerly the 
mod flourifhing of all this diocefe, and even that 
of Paraguay, which contained mod nobility, it 
** is wdl built, and moft advantageoufly fituated 
*^ between two rivers, which water a fertile country. 
" But, within thefe two years, it has fufFered greatly 
in the extent of its territory, and the number of 
its inhabitants, by the continual inroads of the 
** Guaycuros and the Charuas, who never appeared 
«• there till the year 17 16. They began by making , 
•* little incurfions into the country, from whence 
they carried off the cattle ; after this, they formed 
a body of horfe, and redoubled their hoftilities, 
^^ but fiill in the way of treachery and furprize, till 
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they ruined almoft all the inhabitants of Santaf6. 
The Jefuits, in particular, have been fuch confi- 
derablc lofcrs by their depredations, that they have 
** fcarce left wherewith to maintain Fathers enough 
to go through the duties of their college. At 
length, the fear of falling into the hands of thefc 
Savages obliged feveral of the inhabitants to with- 
•* draw elfewhere. Thofe who remain are in the 
'• fame condition with the inhabitants of Bethulia, 
** when befieged by Holorernes. They can fcarce 
** cultivate the little land that lies neareft to the city; 
•* and are, befidcs, obliged to bring home their cattle 
10 it every night. 

It is true, that, feme years ago, a peace was 
** made with thefe Barbarians, but it was of no ufe 
to put a flop to their depredations; they have 
** declared, it feems, that they only bound thera- 
** fclves not to murder any one ; though, after all^ 
^' it is not fafe to fall into their hands. It is this that 
«* has brought Santaffi to the loweft ebb. Moft of 
^ its inhabitants have taken refuge in the mountains, 
** where they cannot hear the word of God, or the 
*^ voice of their Paftors; nor even enjoy the comfort 
of affifting at the Divine Myfteries. However, 
to (ecure tnis peace, fuch as it is, a corps of militia 
** has been raifed, and is fiill kept on foot. But Co 
" do this, it was requifite to enlift thofe who fliould 
** be employed in cultivating the earth; and, after 
" all, it is reduced to half the number of which it 
originally confifted, fo that, unlefs (bme meafures 
are taken to remedy this evil, the town will foon 
have no garrifon to defend it. I thought it my 
duty, Sire, to inform your Majefty of the dangerous 
fituation of this place, that you may give orders 
for completing its militia, or even encreafing it 
if requifite. 

^ From 
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•^ From Santafg, I direAed my courfe towards the 
Redudtions governed by the Faihers of the 
Company of Jefus, the neareft of which lies one 
hundred leagues from this place. This journey is 
very drfficulr, and fomewhat dangerous ^ the roads 
** being bad in thjemfelves, and lying through an unin- 
*' habited country ; infefted, however, by Barbarians 
Und wild beafts, and interfedted by large rivers, the 
navigation of which, being againft the dream, is 
very difficult, and not without danger. There 
" are fcventeen of thefe Redud\ions within the 
**' diocefe of Buenos Ayres; and thirteen, within that 
" of the A0iimption. After vifuing thofc belonging 
to my own diocefe, I repaired to forne of ttic others, 
at the requtft of the Chapter bf the Afliimption, 
the fee of which happened to be then Vacant, in 
*' order to adminifttr the facrament of confirmation 
in them ; and, as I rtiake no doubt but your 
Majefly will be very glad to hieir Xht progrcfs 
made by thefe poor IndiaiVs in the Ctiriftian faith, 
I (hall lay before you what 1 have feen with 
♦' my own eyes, aiid, as it were, examined with my 
*' bwn hands, with fo much confolation, that it made 
** me foon forget the great hardfhips and fatigues 
** it coft mje to make this vifit. 

*' And, indeed, \<^hat othbr fentiment could be 

produced by the fight of fo great a multitude of 

fheep, who, tho' feparated from one another, live, 

under the dircdtiori of their t^aftors, with fo much 

uniformity And harmony, that they feem but one 

flock. 1 was not a little co'ncemed at being 

obliged to leave ihefn ; iand fei out, my heart 

overflowing \vitf\ the moft terider devotion, and 

thanking the Lord for the blelfings unceafingly 

*'' poured down brt thefe piooF people, through the. 

** miniftry of a number of Religious, Hul,, and 

^ Apoftolical men, entirely taken up with the care 
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*' of inftruAing and flrcngihening them in the 
** Catholic Faiih, and in forming chtm for your 
** Majtfty's fervice, by infpiring them with a lo)aUy 
*' and zeal, which' could not be grtaicr^ even had 
** they inherited thcli5 virtues fiom iheir forefathers. 
** What a comfort it is, to allift at their folemn 
*' mufic ; to behold the riches and elegance with which 
•* their churches and ahars are decorated^ ihe 
** decency and devotion with which they yield in 
•'them to God the homage that is due to him-, 
** the magnificence, with which they celebrate the 
** Divine Myfteries; and the tender love they exprels 
** fur Jefus Chrift in his auguft Sacrament! So un- 
ufual a fight, at the iame time that it melted me 
into tears, overwhelmed me with confufion, as it 
made mc make the mod mortifying reflections on 
the wide difference between thcfe people, as yet 
" novices in the faith, and the oki . Cbriftians, by 
" whofe lives they ftiould have been taught to ho- 
** nour and refpedt their common matter. 

*' What made the rT>ofl: impreflion on me, was to 
behold, at day-break, a cloud of children of both 
fexes, the girls feparated from ^he boys, enter the 
church, in order to celebrate the praifes of the 
Lord, in canticles capable of infpiring the hardeft 
hearts with the tendereft devotion. The fame is 
praftifcd at fun-fet; and all this, through the in- 
duftry of the Miffioaaries, wha do not, however, 
confine their attention to the wants of the foul, but 
extend it to thofe of the body. As foon as they 
have taken praf>er meafures for the conftrudtion 
^ of the churches, and for procuring, a fupply of every 
" thing rcquifite for the celebration of Divine fervicc, 
" they go into the fields with *their Neophytes in 
** order to chufe the lands fitted for grain and 
^* cotton; they, then, fupply them with feed, oxen^ 
** and ploghsi with (o much forefight^ and fuch 
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univerfalcharity, as it is not in the power of words 
ro cxprefs. 

As the Divine Worfhip is the principal ebjeA 
of iheir atientfon, there are fchools for teaching 
the little children to fiiig, and the dances which 
" make part of the rejoicings ufcd at ihcir feftivalsi 
** and there is a (pot of ground lowed apart for 
** ihefe children. In a word. Sire, thtfc Neophytes 
^ conftitute fo confiderable and fo deferving a part 
of your Royal patrimony, that \ doubt if your 
Majefty has any other that excels it. It often 
happens, that the crops are not fufficient for ihek 
'^ fubfiftence; -which is partly owing to their not 
fowing feed enough, as they content themfclves 
with little. But, there is a further quantity of feed 
** fown, every year, for the widows, the orphans, the 
** fick; and efpecially thofe etnployed' in neceffary 
** occafions at a diftancc from home, for whom raiorc 
is fown than for the three other purpofes. Of 
the crops produced by this laft feetl, a portion 
is laid up to anfwer unexpected calls^ which arc 
likewife anfwered by cattle reared apart for the 
ufe of the fick. In fliort, of all the private or 
publick crops nothing is fent to the other provinces ; 
** and this, becaufe, in fpitc of the greateft precaution , 
** they are never fure of having enough for the cur- 
***rent year. Thefe Indians, likewife, derive great 
*' advantages from the leaves of a tree, which they 
•* dry, with a gentle hear, and afterwards reduce 
into powder. This is what they call Paraguay 
Herb. A certain portion of it is daily diftributed 
** to each of them j for it is now become as indiC- 
** pcnfably neceffary as food itfclf. 

** This, however, is the only produce of their 
** lands they difpofe of, to procure ihrmfelvesagrcat 
** many things, which their country does not yield. 
•* What remains is employed in the (crviccof God 
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** and ihat of your Majefty; namely, in porchafmg 

* cmbellilTimdnts for their churches, ornamenis for 
** their alrars, (acred veffels and other necefikries for 

* the celebration of the divine myftcries, and another 

* ufe equally indifpenfable. Befides the Miffionarics 

* adtually employed in the Reduftions, there niu^l 
^ be a referve always in readinefs to help or fucceed 
' them. I faw two of them die during my vifita- 

** tioh. Now, it cofts a great deal more to fupport 
** thcfe fupernumeraries, and defray cheir vovages, 
*' lljan is allowed by the truly royal piety of your 
** M^efty. It is iqcredible, how high the charges 
.of ap embarkation run, efpeciajly fin time of war, 
when the new Miflionaries meet with long delays 
*/ at Cadiz. ^Ipw, to anfwer all thefe calls, the 
" Neophytes lay by a. certain portion of what their 
** ooqimerce product^. 

*^ They allot anoober portion to purcbafe horfes, 
^^^arrns^ military (lores, cloathing for the foldiers 
and others called QUt into your. Majefty's fcrvicc. 
There is, at prefept^ a great, number of tbeni at 
" work on the fortifications of Montevideo, They 
, are likcwife obligied ^to keep conftantly on foot a 
bcx^y of militia, ;tQ guard againft fudden furprizes^ 
^' and for fhe defeoi^e of ihfiir cattle againft the 
[*' parties^ which are {)erpetually hovering about tbcm^ 
and continuaHy forming ambufcades to plundftrj 
niaffacre^ or make, flaves of them. Thefe expenccs 
put together very^ often reduce them to^fuch 
ftraics, that it is impoflible for the Agents of the 
IViillions to gTve .them all the relief tfeey ftand in 
rieed of, efpecially in bad years. 

It is for thefe reafons-, I imagine, that thefe 
Indians have been exempted from tithes;, and 
they enjoy this .privilege in common with thofe 
under the dire<5tion of the religious of St. Francis. 
For. this rcafon, when fome pcrfons would have 

I " had 



u 



li 






u 

I 
CI 

iC 

4C 

li, 



44 

4i 
44 



^4 
44 
4C 
44 



O F P A R A G U A Y. ^57 

* • had' me cxadl them from the former, I did not 

** think proper to take their advice, as the pr -duce of 

*' their labour and their commerce does not go aH to 

*^ themfelves, as it does to thofe, who cultiv^ie the 

*^ ground ia the other Provipccs of Paraguay^ and in 

*"* thofe of Peru and Chili; part of it being expended 

in the fcrvice of God, and that of your Majefty; 

for, next to the fcrvice of God, the cbief-at^enttoa 

of the Miffionaries is to proniote your Majefty?s; 

*^ and they hav« fo zealoufly trained up their Nco*- 

** phytes in it, thar, though a famine and the fmall 

*^ pox have lately carried off great numbers of them, 

** you may ftill reckon on twelve or fourteen thou- 

*^ fand men, in conftant readinefs to ad io any 

capacity, and in any place, your Majefty may 

think proper to employ them; as they have done 

of late years in the Province of Paraguay, where 

they gave the mqft furprizing proofs of courage, 

^ and of their loyalty and attachment to your Ro'yat 

*♦ perfon ; having ftapplied themfelves, at their own 

** expence, with horfes, arnas, ammunition; and 

*^ chearfully expofcd themfelves to thp greateft dan- 

*' gers. I thought it my duty, Sire, to give you 

*'* a plain and fincere account of all thefc matters, 

that your Majefty, when well informed of every 

particular relating to thefc poor Indians, may be 

*• gracioufly.pleafed to acknowledge their loyalty and 

*' their fervices, and likewife reward the zeal and 

** fatigues of the Evangelical labourers who direcft 

*' them. 

*' Besides the Redudlions I have all this time 
been fpeaking of, there is another, the firft foun- 
dations of which were laid by the Fathers of th€ 
^ Company among the Pampas^ who, of late years, 
** committed great diforders in the ncigbbourbood 
** of Buenos Ayres, and on the road between it and 
** Chili. Don Miguel de Salcedo, your Governor 
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of Rio de la Plata, having raifed a fquadron of 
horfe, lent out along with it a Jefuit, whom be 
charged to treat with tbofe FnBdels, who are fettled, 
in great numbers, on this fide of America, and on 
the borders of Chili; and his projedt has been 
crowned with faccefs. The Miffionary fpoke to 
** thefe Mountaineers, and engaged them to make 
" peace with the Spaniards, and fend four of their 
** Caciques to Buenos Ayres to fign it. One of the 
*^ articles is, that they (hould reftore all the captives 
carried off by them within thefe few days. Other 
Caciques are arrived at Santaf6, an(i have earneftly 
applied to theRedtor of the College there, for two 
of his Religious, to inftrudt their whole nation in 
the principles of the Chriftian Religion, which they 
are defirous to embrace^ The Provincial has grant- 
ed their requeft; and it looks as if all this hap- 
pened, in confequence of a fpecial difpenfation of 
Providence, fo that I truft in God's mercy, the 
former will, at leaft, let us live in peace; and the 
latter, by embracing our Holy Faith, open a wide 
door to the propagation of the Catholick Religion 
" in thefe vaft countries. 

" It is proper. Sire, I (hould here take notice, 
that, having been to hold a vifuation at Corrientes, 
which lies eighty leagues from the Redudtions 
" I had juft left, I paflcd, as the Scripture exprefles 
it, from the greateft heat to the greateft cold ; that 
is to fay, that, after being an eye witnefs of the 
moft fervent piety among the Indians, I could 
difcover nothing but lukewarmnefs and coldnefs 
** among the Spaniards. This country is more 
miferable even than that of Santaf<^; for^ though 
its lands are very fertile, the floth of the inhabitants 
keeps them very unhappy. Their whole employ- 
*' ment is to tear each other to pieces; and there 
" prevails among them the greateft corruption of 

** manners. 
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** manners^ I was obliged to drive out of it to 
" Buenos Ayres, and G^rduba, feveral men, whq, 
** though they had wives at ihefe places, maintained 
'^ at Cojrrientes a fcandalous commerce with oiher 
*' women; which was one of the lources of the dif- 
(cniiqns that prevailed here. 

In the eourfe of my vifitation, which was of 
fevcral hundred leagues, I confirmed, in my 
diocefe, and that of the Affumption, twenty 
^* thoiifand iouls; and I ftiould have had twice that 
** number to confirm, if the piague, by which, as I 
** have already taken notice, the Redudions have of 
*' lare yeajs been .vifited, had not carried off great 
*■* numbers of every age and both kxcs. The 
** Religions of St. Francis have three Redudions in 
** my diocefr, which, to fulfill my obligations, i 
" likewife vifited. They are well governed. The 
^ Indians in them are well inftrudtcd, and divine 
** fervice performed with great piety and devotion ; 
** b43t th^ churches are poor, and not fo much 
^* frequented as thofe of the Fathers of the Company. 
Having a(ked the reafon of this difference, they 
afligned two; the firft was, th^t pan of their lands 
•** have been given in command; and that the Encom- 
^^ menderoes are private pcrfons, who often draw from 
them as mgny Indians as they pleafe of both fexcs,* 
to employ them in the cultivation of their own 
" cftates and farms. Thus, thefe Encommenderoes 
** not only take them from their pious exercifes, 
^* a»d difable them from aflifting at "divine fervice, 
" *but even leave them no time to liH an<i fow their 
own grounds, or build! their churches. Accord- 
ingly, thefe towns grow thinner and thinner every 
day, as great numbers of i!ie inhabitants die in 
^* the fervice of their Encommend/roes, The fecond 
" reafon was, that they are expofed to the incurfions 
** of the Pay;aguas, who murder or carry off a great 
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many of thcfc Indians, I thought it my duiy to 
give your Majefty thcfe informations, that you 
mlRy be gracfoufly pleafed to apply to fo many evils 
the remedies your wifdom (hall judge propereft to 
" remove them." 

The teftimony of a Bifhop, who had been an eye- 
witncfs of every thing he related, made fo much the 
greater impreflion on Philip V. as it perfedtly tallied 
with the informations his Majefty received from other 
quarters. I have already taken notice, that his 
Majefty directed, that this Prelate's letter ftiould be 
printed along with his decree; and he gave the lame 
orders in regard to two letters, which he addrefled, 
one to the Provincial of the Jcfuits in particular, ^nd 
the other to the fame Provincial and all his brethren 
in general. In the laft, his Majefty acknowledges 
iiimfelf greatly obliged to them^ congratulates them 
on the happy iflue of this important affair ; exhorts 
them to continue their endeavours to maintam th« 
people under their care, in the pradlice of the pureft 
maxims of Chriftianity, and in the loyahy with which 
they had always fo well ferved him. His Majefty 
even fpeaks of thefe two letters, towards the clofe of 
his decFec% in the following terms: 

In fine, as it is eafy to fee by all the pieces 
already referred to, and by other ancient and 
modern papers, which have been examined in my 
** Council with all the attention an affair of this 
*' importance required, that I have not, in any part 
of my Indian dominions, vaflals which better ac- 
knowledge my fovereigntyv the duties of rfie 
*^ vaffalage due to mc; and my Royal patronage; or 
among whom Civil and Ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion is 
better eftablifhed, as evidently appears by the con- 
tinual vifitations of their Bifliops and Governors; 
or who pay a blinder obedience to my orders, 
efpecially when they are called out to defend, the 

•' country, 
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** pQuntry, or upon aay other fervice, fincc, at the 
" fir(l wor4, they immediately ?ak,e up arn^s, an^i run 
" wherever they are bid, to the number of five or fix 
" thoufand, I have refolvc^ to addrcfs a Schedule to 
•* the Prpvincial, to let him know, what pl^^fqce it 
** gives me to fee the calumnies apcj imppftqr^s of 
*^ Aidunate and Barua refute^ by (o many JuftiBca^ 
" tipns; to behold the gre^t applip^tioji of thecora- 
*^ pany to every thing that relates to the fervipe of 
" God, and mine, and to the advant^g^ gf t-hefc poor 
^' Indians; andi at the faoie tinfif, acqiiaint hjm witl^ 
my hopes, that he and his brethren vyill continue 
to govern theif Reductions with the fame zea^l ^d 
fervouf th^y have hitherto done; anc) to tak^ the 
" fame care of their Neophytes." 

What, it is probable, greatly contributed to make 
his Catholi(:k Majefty do juftice to th«?fe Miflions^rie^ 
in fo public and ample a manner, wps, that there fc^rc^ 
iirrived any fliip in the ports of Spain from |ho(e of 
Rio de la Plata, at the time their enemies did nothing 
l^ut endeavour to prejudice his Majefty againfl them> 
that dicj not bring an account of fome new conqueft 
made by them in the caufe of Religion, J^nd of fome 
new Martyrs bellowed by them on the Church. He 
was particularly pleafed with the news of their having 
formed the projedt, and even already laid the founda- 
tions, ofth^t new Chriftian Republick, of which the 
Bifhop of Buenos Ayrcs himfelf makes fome mention 
in the letter of his we have been reading. But, to do 
juftice to the fubjedt, we muft rcfume our narrative 
of what had happened in the different Provinces of 
Paraguay, where we were obliged to interrupt it. 

It may, perhaps, appear furprifing, that the Chrif- 
tian Republick of the Chiquites was not fo much as 
mentioned in^the informations of Don John Vafqucz 
d'Agucro, or the decrees of his Catholick Majefty. 
The re^fon was, that this eftablifliipent bad not ^s yet 

given 
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given much employment to the Royal Council of the 
Indies, as it lay too much out of the way to have any 
great communication with the Spaniards, (b that the 
Mifllonaries, who had planted and afterwards culti- 
vated this new vineyard of the Lord, were not cx- 
pofed to the perfecutions, which their brethren fuf- 
fered in the other Provinces of Paraguay, as their 
Neophytes ran no rifle of being given in commartd. 

Anothbr rea(bn, why PhiJip V. did not mention 
them in his decree, was, that the Chiquites had not as 
yet been declared immediate vafTals of the Crown, 
nor, of courfe, liable to pay any tribute; which, 
however, did not prevent their enjoying, in confe- 
quence of the ancient Schedules of the Catholick 
Kings, all the privileges granted to the new Chrifti- 
ans in general, whom the Jefuits Ihould draw from 
their favage retreats, and form into Redudlions. 
The Bifliops and Governors of Santa- Cruz de la Si- 
erra, whofe jurifdiftion tbey acknowledged, never 
exerted their authority but to protcdt them againfl: 
all attacks upon their liberty anci property ; and when 
fome lawlefs Spaniards attempted, as we have related, 
to difturb this new eftabliflfiment, the Viceroys of 
Peru, and the Royal Audience of Charcas, inter- 
pofed fo efFc6lually, that no one ever fincc ventured 
to moleft them. 

Their Milfionaries, however, knew full well, 
that there were feveral perfons in the Province of 
Santa Cruz, who did not regard them with a better 
eye, than their newly reclaimed and converted coun- 
trymen were regarded in every other place; and an 
event, which happened in 1740, confirmed them i.\ 
their fufpicioh that they could not proceed with too 
much circumfpeftion. They had, it feems, received 
the preceding year, through the hands of Don Anthony 
de Argomofa Zavallos, Governor of Santa Crnz, orders 
from the Royal Auflience of L)as Charcas to fend fomc 

of 
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of their Neophytes to difcover a fafc and convenient 
road to Paraguay; and it appears, that thefe orders 
were didaied by a defire to find cut what route might 
be taken by the Portuguefe of Brazil, who, it was fuf- 
pefted, had fome thoughts ot eftablifhing a private^ 
trade with the Kingdom of Peru. 

In obedience to thefe orders, the Miflionaries fent 
off one hundred Chiquires, who reached Paraguay 
without meeting with any Porrugueze. But, on their 
return by another road to St. Raphael, the Reduction 
they fet out from, they fuddenly fell in with a pretty 
confiderabic number of horfemen of that nation, 
followed by (bme foldiers, and fome fervants a fx)ot, 
who conducted the fumptcr horfe3 of the company. 
The Portuguefe, at firft, were not a little dunned at 
the fight of fo many well armed Indians ; but, having 
loon difcovered, that they were fome of thofe lately 
reclaimed and converted by the Jefuits, they thought 
proper to exprefs great pleafure at the rencountre ; 
carefled them greatly ; and made them fome prefents. 
The Neophytes, on their fide, prefented them with 
the honey they had gathered in the woods ; and (bar- 
ed with them the fruits of their fifhing, fowling, and 
hunting. 

Among the gentlemen of this company, there hap- 
pened to be three who fpoke Spanifh pretty well, 
which gave Don Anthony Pineyro, jvho commanded 
it, an opportunity of entering into convcrfation with 
the Chiquiies, feveral of whom underftood the fame 
language, concerning the motives of his journey. 
He then told them, that they probably came from 
fome Reduction ; and, on their anfwering that they 
came from that of St. Raphael, he begged them to 
conduct him to it, as he longed mightily^ and was 
even charged, to fee fome of the Miflionaries. The 
Neophytes made no difficulty of complying with 
his requeft. When they had got within two days 
t journey 
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journey of St. Raphael, Don Anthony wrote to Father 
Mark Abendano, 'who governed their Church wi«h 
Father Jofeph Rodriguez, to give him notice of his 
approach. As foon as Father Abendano received 
this letter, he communicated it to Father Bartholomew 
de Mora, Superior General of the Chiquite Miffions, 
who ordered him to make much of the Portugucze, 
till he himfelf (houfd arrive with Father John de 
Carbanzes, who had been fcnt to vifit thcfe Miffions 
by the Provincial of the Jefuits of Paraguay. 

The Portugueze arrived at St. Raphael the i8th 
of Auguft 1740. Don Anthony Pineyro and his 
Lieutenant were richly drefled; the other gentlemen 
appeared as becamt men of quality on a journey ; 
and their whole retinue made a very neat and decent 
appearance, The Fathers entertained their guefts as 
well as their poverty would allow them ; and Don 
Anthony put into their hands a very fine prefcnt, 
which he was charged, he faid, tQ offer, by way of 
almvC, ro the 'firft houfe of the company he (hould 
meet on his journey, in the name of a very rich gen- 
tieman, the chief Proprietor of the Mines of Cuyaba. 

He added, that this gentheman had a great devo- 
tion to St. Francis Xavier, to whom he confecrated 
this prcfent; aad that he contributed largely to the 
expence of foliciting, at the Court of Rome, the 
Beatification of Father Jofeph Anchieta, Apoftle of 
Brazil. The Fathers, at firft, refufed to accept this 
prefent ; nor did they yield to Don Anthony's in- 
ftances, till he pjfuively told them, that he would not 
by any means take it back with him. He, and the 
gentlemen who accompanied him, enlarged greatly oti 
the good education which the Jefuits gave their new 
Chnftians, the eflfeds of which they had experienced 
in their rencf)untre with the Chiquites, formerly fo 
ravage and barbarous; on the harmony that pre- 
vailed among them; and that univerfal and truly 
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ChHftian charity they pradlifed towards all, withoiU 
any diftindtion of king or country. 

Don Anthony theti delivered the Miffionaries a 
letter, which the Captain Major of Cuyaba had given 
him, for the Superior General of the Chiquite Reduc- 
tions, by which he acquainted him, that he had inl- 
prifoned a Portuguez», who, having two years before 
that met Father Caftanarez in an estcurfibn aft«r fome 
fugitive Indians belonging to St. JRaphael, had gt^tly 
tr^rKpaffed againft the rfcfpeft due to him; addirtg, 
that the fevcreft orders hlad been publifhtd all w^r 
Brazil, to treat the Miflionarics of Paraguay with iill 
the inefpe€t and attention their charad^er and Werit 
entitled them to 5 to ufe their Ntophytes well as oftai 
as they met them; not to carry offat^y Indians, ev^ 
fuch as were infidels^ becaufe in nfiiny placfes, wh<^^ 
they might hat)ptti to iste foldi thet*6* V^fes x\6 orte ca- 
ipaWe of inftruding them in tht pr-ioclipl^b of dtr hbljr 
Religion. .:-,.'. ^ * 

When thefeeomiyliftietoistvfefe e^er,' Dob AA^Hpny 
tamed rhe difcourfe to the ittotiv^ of his jmii-hfey, 
which was to eftublilh a trade fe«tweeh Braiil and 
Peru; and hc'undertdok to contitlce Uh6 Milflicwii- 
rws, by a long detail of the ivticfles vi^ftich th^ Poriu-- 
gueze and Spaniards of thefe two kingdomis (loK^ ih 
Tieed of, and might reciprocally fupply fcach other* with, 
that both nations would find thfehr atcoant in it. Ht 
rnffifted greatly on tbofc, which would more particu- 
larly attend the Province of Sinta-cruz de la Sifef ria, 
in which the Ghiquite MiffioAs wtfrft ftaited-, and, to 
make them fcnfible bf the facility w4th ^hich rhis 
•projeA might be e^eictftcri, (>ne (Sf the Pottuguezi^ 
Officwps producied<.a ttia^ irf the te\ite p^rfuied by them 
in their jourriey from Brazil, in ^whicb he had • laid 
down all their eftabHftiili^rits. The -Fathiirfe were 
greatly alarmed at the fight df it; «hd mor^fo, kt the 
account 6f the treaftire^ thty drew from that p^rt of 

Paraguay, 
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Paraguay, which the Spaniards had moft negledted. 
I iliall here give this route, which it is pretty furpri- 
fing any Portuguezc (hould be Co ready to acquaint 
Spaniards with. 

From Saiat Paul of Piraiiiningue they travelled by 
land, to embark on the Nembis^ or Anembi^ by fol- 
lowing the lutle rivers that fall into it. Now, ac- 
cording CO the lad map of Paraguay, the Anembi 
flows dircdlly inco theParana, whereas the Portugueze 
Officer alTured the Fathers, that it was only by Tome 
rivulets communicating between both, they entered 
this lad. Be that as it will, they crofled the Parana 
in order to afceud the Tguairi^ which falls into the 
Paraguay in conjundion with another river they called 
Boterey. After this, they remounted the Paraguay, 
keeping in clofe to the wtftern (hore of it, and leaving 
to their right the ruins of the City of Xerez, which, 
of courfe, (hould be placed much nearer to the river 
Paraguay than the maps make it. 

Then» leavings to their left, the lake Maniore ; and, 
a little higher, Rso7'aquan\ they foon reached the town 
of Jefus of Cuyabay which lies but two days journey 
North Eaft from (he lake of the Xarayes. In two 
days journey more to the Weft, they got to a great 
mountain, called Morro defan Gcronymo^ where there 
are, like wife, gold mines actually working. After 
croiling the mountain, they embarked on the lake 
of the Xarayes ; and, after coafttng it for (bme time, 
entered a great river, which flows into it from the 
Weft. By this river, the name of which they did 
not ipention, and the Jefuits did not think proper to 
aflc ihtm, for fear, of alarming them, they proceeded 
to other Mines called Monte Gtoffo^ where there is a 
town, confiding of about three hwidred families. Don 
Anthopy Pineyrp faid, that he was one of the firft 
who had renjounted this river; that he met, on the 
banks of it, a fnoalj Nation of Indians called Pariffusy 
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very poor and wretched, and of a very diminutive fta- 
lure. *' Thefe are the Indians, (aid he, who work in 
** the mines with the Negroes and other flaves fent 
** there from Brazil, with Miffionaries to inftrud the 
" Par iflus and the Mainburez their neighbours, who are 
" a very numerous nation.'* After this relation, the 
Ponugueze told the Jefuits, that they had of late 
made war, with good luccefs, againll the Payaguas^ 
and that it would be entirely the fault of the Spaniards, 
if the navigation of the Paraguay was not rendered 
perfedly fate, as, by adting in concert with iht Por- 
lugtjeze, they might eafily exterminate ihcfe robbers. 

Tq all this the Jefuits made no other aniwer, than 
that the Court of Madrid was apprifed of the Portu- 
gueze having, without any ceremony or form, taken 
poflefBon of a confiderable tra£t of land belonging to 
4he Crown of Spain, which was refolyed^to recover it 
by force or by fair , means; and that Us Catholick 
Majefty had ftri<^ly forbidden his fubje<fts« \ti all the 
Provinces within the jurifdiAion o£ the Viceroy of 
Peru, to carry on a tr^c with Brazil. To the firft 
of rhefc points Don Anthony replied, that the Por- 
tpgge^Q.kjcpt very cxaftly within the line of demar- 
cation ; that, however, though they loved peace, they 
tt^ere t^t afraid of war, when they thought it juft; 
and that, if any doubts dill fubfifted concerning the 
limits of the two empires in America, he made no 
doubt, but that the councils of the two Kings would 
arpicably decide them. As to the trade he had men- 
tipncd, he allowed the goodoefs of his Catholick 
Majefty's reafons for prohibiting it ; and owned, that 
his Portugueze Majcfty had, likcwife, forbid it in 
Brazil. 

The Superior General of the Chiquite Miffions did 
Dot arrive. at St. Raphael, till the Po/tugueze had fet 
out from It ; when. Father Abendano having made 
faithful report of all that had happened, he tranf- 

mi t ted 
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mtttcd it to the Governor of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
and to the Royal Audience of Charcds, declaring, that 
be wpuld make no ufe of the prefent left by the Por- 
tuguese till be had received their orders. The Royal 
Audience referftrd the affair to the Viceroy; and, in 
the nnean time, wrote back to the Superior to requcft 
and fenjoin him to fort>id the MWfionari'es to let any 
ftrangera enter their Rcdudio>n«; or permit their 
Neophyte^ to have any communication with the Por- 
tugueze; or even receive prefentB from them, under 
any denomination whatfoever. 

Father de Men a found, that Father Abandano 
.had been before-hand with ihcfe injun6tio«s; for, 
having headed that a detachment of Gbiquitts^ whotti 
he had fent with the Portugu^ze to bring thehi back 
to their l^oid, with orders to take good notice what 
foucc they tcfok^ had accepted from Dbn Anthonv Pi- 
iteyrb, bti ijtfs difniiffing ihetn, a ptefenr of coacB, 
4hirtSj end beaVer hats, be>caufed the ititiivh "who 
Commanded them to be pimiifhtd^ and att eh^ th\n^ 
they hjid deceived to be burnt m the gr^ac fc^ar^ 
taking tare, however, to indiemoify thcin far the Ibft \ 
afid then acquainted the Gbvrniot- of Saht4 Orut 
with what he had done. A Spati4(h gi^nttettlan, who 
haxi been witnefs to 'the whole tranfed^ion, c^firmed 
bi$ account; and the Gova^nor Aopc the n^ths of 
certain perfons, who began to'jfpread a ntfpdrt, that 
rhejefuits, to acknowledge the libferality bfthePbr-* 
tugutrze, had not only (applied thctti with rn^tei^^ 
borfes, and provifions, for their fttijttn y bi^t hid, in 
many refpect$, loft fight of their dury to his Majefty, 
in the contemplation of their oWn; priVatfe inifefeft. 

The Governor went fun her ftill. He fent an 
account of the whole affiiir id the Royal A^i^ienci of 
Charcasi who did Faiher de Moraiibe hort&ur to whte 
to him, CO congr^ukte hin^ atid all the Miffionbriies 
on the difcreiion with whi^h th^y i)ad behaved on 

this 
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this occafion. The Viceroy expreflcd equal fttisfac- 
tion at (heir condudV. However, J?e defired to have 
the prefenr, which Father Abcndano had received; 
and it was immediately fcni him. After all, it is very- 
probable, that it was on occafion of this event, that 
Father Rico, at that time Agent General of the 
Indies for his company in Spain, petitioned the King, 
not to delay any longer putting the Chriftian Chi- 
quites upon the fame footing with the Guaranis. 
Philip V. in compliance with his requeft, gave or- 
deis, in 1745, for making out a Royal Schedule ad- 
drefled to Don Francis Xavier Falacios, Oydor of 
the Royal Audience of Charcas, containing a fpecial 
commiffion to receive the Chiquites in quality of 
immediate vaffals of the crown, according to the 
inftrudtions that were at the fame time delivered to 
him. 

The Commipary fet out, as foon as he had receiv- 
ed his difpatchei*^ ' He was as yet but very fuperfi- 
cially acquainted with thefe Miffions ; but he received, 
on the road fo them, a letter from his friend Don 
Jofeph Pardo dc Figueroa, Marquis del Valle Um- 
brofo, who gave him all the information he could de- 
' fire to execute his commiffion. No one could be 
better acquainted with Spanilh America than this 
Nobleman, who was born at Lima ; had vifited all the 
provinces within the jurifdidtion of Peru i and ferved 
with great diftindtion in New Spain. He has been 
fince feen in Europe, exprcffing himfelf in every lan- 
guage with as much facility as if his own ; appearing 
every where at hotne; and fpeaking of all fubjeds 
like a man perfectly verfed in all the Iciences, This 
is the idea the learned Father Feijno, a Benedidliae 
Monk, gives of him in feveral parts of his works, 
efpecially in the fourth volume of his Critical Thea- 
tre. Father Vaniere, who had feen him in France, has 
likewife made a beautiful panegvrick on him in the 
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fixth chapter of his Pradium Rujiicum, Now, the 
following is the letter of this great man to Don Fran- 
cis Xavier Palaciof concerning his commiflion : 

*' I SHALL think myfclf extremely happy in your 
*' Lordfhip's meeting with all the fuccefs you can 
defirc in the affair you are going about to the Chi- 
quites; but 1 cannot conceive a more difficult taik, 
than that of taking fuch a lift of ihefe new Chnfti- 
ans, as may ferve to regulate, exactly, the tribute 
*^* that is to be impoled upon them. 1 know their 
*' country well enough to be able to alfure you, 
*' that, as often as foutherly winds reign there^ they 
** bring with them epidemical diforders, which arc 
** conftantly followed by a great mortality ; fo that 
** the Reductions, inftead of growing every year more 
and more populous, are often in. danger of becom- 
ing much thinner. After all, Sir, you will be 
greatly plcafed to* meet with Chriftians perfe<5tly 
•• Avell inftrudcd in their religion, and all ihe duties 
*' of a civil life; but you will, above all, be furprized 
"^ " at their (kill in all the mechanical arts, and the 
** dexterity with which they go through their military 
•* cxercifes. You will be equally charmed with their 
mufick, every part of which they execute to the 
greateft perfection. They play very well on all 
manner of inftruments; and their ballets would 
pleafe even in France and Italy. It muft, indeed, 
" be owned, ih^x, the Fathers of the Company are 
*' the only men in America, who know how to ope- 
** rate fuch wonderful changes. You \yill meet with 
a charming people; with a dwine worlhip in all 
its fplendor; with, true Chriftians animated by all 
** the zeal of ihc primitive Church. 

'* These are. Sir, the riches, which thefe Apofto- 
" lical men come in queft of to the new world; and 
** in which their empire in Paraguay confifts. It is 
" only by immenfe labours, that they have thus ac- 
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** quired children to the Church, and fubjeds to the 
King, in men, who, before they fell into their hands, 
refembled wild beads more than human beings; 
that they have formed them inroa Republick, over 
which Religion and reafon have an abfolutc fway, 
and which, every day, peoples Heaven with Saints. 
I cannot too earneflly bei'eech your Lordfhip. to 
fhew thefe Miffionaries all the kindnefs in your 
power; and I am thoroughly fatisfied, that they 
will propofe nothing to you, which is not for the 
greater gfory of God, according to 'the Spirit of 
** their Holy Inftitute." 

The Oydor, on his arrival at Saint Francis Xavier, 
the firft of the Redu£lions he reached, and the oldcft 
of them all, found there, before him. Father Stephen 
Palozzi, Superior General of thefe Millions, and Fa» 
ther Diego Paul de Contreras, who were come there 
purpofely to receive him, and wail upon him wherc- 
ever he went. He was charmed with the reception 
they gave him ; and they, with his polite behaviour to 
them. With fuch reciprocal difpofitions, it was im- 
poffible his commiffion (hould not have a happy iflue. 
The Chiquiies thought themfelvcs very happy, that 
his Catholick Majefty (hould be gracioufly pleafcd to 
fecure their liberty by admitting them among the 
number of his immediate vaflTals; and they chcarfully 
fubmitted to pay him the fame tribute with the 
Guarani Indians, 
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BOOK XIV. 



Indians of Cbaco^ again refra^ory ; and again^ fever ely 
cbajlized, particularly by Chrifiian Zamucos. Singu 
lar event among the latter. Succefsful m^Jfion -madt^ by 
tbe Jefuits • in the Spanifb towns of Tucuman. Frefb 
boflihties committed by tbe Abipones \ terminated by a 
peace^ which the Jefuits improve to the converting of 
them, TobaSy again troublefome \ roughly handled^ and 
effectually reflrained. Mataguayos and Mocovis fub- 
dued. Great dtfintereftednefs of Don Francis de Bareda^ 
Commander againft tbe latter. Abipones attack Cor- 
duba \ after doing a great deal of mifcbief forced to 
retreat. Univerfal dearth in all tbe Parana and 
Uruguay Redu£lions \ effeClually remedied by their paf- 
tors. Fugitive Tobatines found outy and formed into 
a Reduction. A Reduction founded amongfl the Guenoas ; 
and another^ by fecular priefts^ among tbe Filelas. 
Jefuits turn their thoughts towards the Magellanic 
Regions. General defcription of tbe country and its 
inhabitants. No Giants^ now or formerly^ amongfi 
them. A great number of them formed into a Reduc- 
tion^ under the name of tbe Conception^ almofl oppojite 
Monte f^ideo^ at the requeji of four of their Chiefs : 
foon civilized to a moft extraordinary degree. Some 
other Magellani/ls^ headed by a Cacique^ furnamed 
Bravo by the Spaniards^ furpiize the Spanifb town^ 
called the Magdalen \ put two hundred of the inhabi- 
tants to tbe f word', and, after pillaging tbe place y carry 
a much greater number intoflavery \ approach the Con- 
ception \ but retreat on finding themfehes expected. 
Spaniards of Buenos Ayres treat fome of the Conception 
Indians as guilty of a defign upon them ; made fenftble of 

1 their 
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ibeir ntiftake. Expedition againji the Cacique Br^ Vo \ 
terminates^ without bkod-Jhed^ in a ceffation of a^ms^ 
an exchange of prifoners^ and a treaty of peace. Royal 
decree in favour of the ejiablifhrnents formed by the 
Jefuits in the Magellanic Regions, Conception^ in the 
mofi fkurifhing condition^ on the point of being deflroyed 
by the clandeliine introduSIion of fpirits \ removed to a 
more healthy, fpot, MageHank coaji mtnutely furveyed 
by exprefs orders of the Spantfh Court ; found uninha-- 
bited and uninhabitable. More Magdlanijls apply for y 
and obtain^ Jefuits to in/it u^ them. Redu^ion of 
the Conception broke up. New war between the Spa- 
niards and Magellantfls, I, opes of propagating^ or 
even maintaining^ the gofpel among the latter., vanifhed. 
New orders from Spain concerning the Reductions likely 
to prove fatal to them. Conclufvm. 

1740* ir\URlNG thefe tranfadlions amongft 
*745 ; \-J ^hc Chiquiics, the Indians of Chaco had 
renewed their hoftilities and depredations in the Pro- 
vince of Tucuman, and committed greater cruehies, 
than could be expected even from Barbarians. Don 
John de Montifo and Mofcofo, Governor of the Pro- 
vince, made an effort to check them in the year 1741. 
For this purpofe, he entered their country with fiipe- 
irjor forces; beat them in feveral rcncountresi made 
a great number of them prifoners; delivered ail the 
Spaniards they had made flaves of; retook evtry 
thing they had carried off from the plantations; 
and Tprcjid, a great way into Chaco, the terror of the 
5panifli arms. The Tobas were the firft to call out 
fprpefice^ and offered to engage the Mocovis to fub- 
.mlt to fuch terms, as the Governor might think pro- 
per to prefcribc.. 

The Governor, upon this^ fent word to the depu- 
ties to go and wait his anfwer in a fort which he 
named to them ; and not. prefurric to ftir frorii it^ 
wit/iout an order in writing from the Commanding 
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Officer. This they readily complied with; and^ 
whcnxhc Spaniards cafne to treat with them, procnif- 
cd every thing; but they foon after broke all their pro* 
mifes. What, at this time, chiefly contributed to 
render them traftable, was a preuy fmart blow^ivea 
them by the Zamucos. One of their divilions, 
confiding partly of horfe^ had approached, in the 
night time, the Redudtion of St. Ignatius, whofe in- 
habitants did not in the lead dream of any fuch viRt. 
But, very providentially, t-hey were that very day to 
celebrate the fcftival of St. Jofeph ; and all tho.fe, who 
.worked in the fields, were returned in the evening 
about fun fet. The Tobas, who expedled to meet 
but few men in it, marched up to it by night ; and at 
day break, juft as they were on the point of entering 
it, fet up a great fhout. This gave the Zamucos not 
pn\y tirriely notice to run to their arms, but likewife 
to form themfelves, and march in good order againft 
men, who were furprifcd thefpfelves, becaufc they 
.thought ^hcy had furprifed others. Accordingly, they 
broke and difperled on the firft attack, throwing 
away their arms and every thipg elife that could re- 
tard their flight. The Zamucos purlued them brifkly ; 
and would have killed or taken them all, were it not 
for two fquadrons of Tpbas that fornied to proteA 
them. The Zamucos, however; charged or^e of 
thefe fquadrons with fo much bravery, that it was 
obliged lo throw itfelf into" a very xhick and bufhy 
wood, where it was impofliblc for the Zamucos to 
follow it. ','..' • 

This vidory, \vhich cofl: the Zarpucos but one 
woman and three hpr(es, was, befides the m^iiig of 
a great many prifoners in the purfiiit, attended with 
ibme other advantages. It ngt only taught the Za- 
mucos not to fear an enemy, which hitherto had ap- 
peared very formidable to them i 't)utjikewiie made 
Xhp Tobas lay afidc all though(i$*?0t*moleflii)g''€i na- 

' " • ' tjon. 
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tioD, whole converfion to chriftianity bad changed 
their ferocity into a prudewt and well-regulated cou- 
rage; and which, of courfe, they could no longer ex- 
pert to be al^te to furprife. However, the Fathers 
Chome and Contreras, who goveri^cd this church, 
took advantage of the danger, to which their Neo- 
phytes had been expofed, to prevail on them to en- 
clofe their towns with good walls of earthy with port 
holes at proper diftanccs, that they might be able to 
fire on an enenny without expr/mg themfelve^. 

. But they had Icarce iccured themfelves effcQually 
froni the common enchay, when a civil war had like 
to have broke out amongft themfelves. • The Uru- 
ganos, one of the four Zamuco tribes, of which the 
Reduftion of St. Igaatius was compofed, and the 
laft added to it, had been for a long time mortal 
enemies to the reft; and, though the antipathy be- 
tween them appeared to be entirely fubdued, it fud- 
denly and unexpedtedly broke out again foon after 
the departure of the Miflionary, who had reconciled 
and united tiiem^ However, both parties retained 
fo uncommon a degree of temper, that, to avoid com- 
ing to. extremities, they refolved to feparate without 
faying any thing of it to their paftors; fo that, each 
having raken ^ different road,. the Red udtion fuddehly 
was without inhabitants On the firft advice, which 
the Vifuor of the Chicjuite Miflions received pf this 
(inguiar event, he ordered Father de Contreras to 
come ro him at St. John Baptift, in hopes that the 
greateft part of the Zamucos, who were greatly at- 
tached to that Miflionary, would, on hearing he was 
in that town, immediately haften to it, to live under 
his dire^ion. 

It happened accordingly ; for the MiflJonary was 
fcarce arrived at St. John Baptift, when the three 
firft tribes of the Zamucos flocked to him. He re- 
ceived them vvith open arms; and, as they declared, 
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that they could never prevail on thcmfclvcs to re- 
turn to St. Ignatius, where the lands, they faid, were 
not adapted to fupply all their wants, he informed 
the Vifiior of it; who hearing at the fame time, .that 
the Uruganos. were of the fame way of thinking, 
Immcdiaieiy refolved to leave the three tribes, for 
fome time, at St. John Baptift, and draw from this 
Redudlion a part of its inhabitants, and unite them 
with the Uruganos, in order to form them into a new 
one. This contrivance having given univerfal fattf- 
fadion, a very advantageous fpot was chofen for the 
new Rcdudion, which was cailed St. Ignatius ; and 
every one repaired to his deftination with (b much 
pleafure, that good harmony and order fpeedily re- 
turned. 

TucuM AN now enjoyed a tolerable degree of peace 
and tranquillity, in confequence of the late expedition 
of its Governor ; and the Jcfuits hoped more than 
ever to be able to force the obftacles, that had hither- 
to impeded the cftablilhmcnt of theGofpd in Chaco. 
Though the dread. of flavcryi on one hand; and, 
on the other, the bad example, which the Spaniards 
often gave the Barbarians of that country, had hi- 
therto fruftrated all their attempts, they ftill expect- 
ed that by their perfeverance the feed of God's word 
might at laft be made to take in a ground drenched 
with the blood of their brethren, and watered with 
their own fweat. The manner, in which fonrie of thefe 
people were treated after they h^d been firft humbled, 
was another thing that encreafed their hopes, as it 
might ferve to convince thefe Barbarians, that no^de- 
figns upon their liberty lurked under the invitations 
given -them to embrace the Gofpel. The bad exam- 
ple, therefore, of the old Chriftians being now the 
chief obftacle to their fuccefs; in order to remove it, 
they made miffions and gave retreats in all the Bpanifh 
towns; and their endeavours were crowned with all 
the fuccefs they cxpeiSted from them. They, after- 
wards. 
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wards, vifited all the lefler fettlements in the coun- 
try; and then went in queft of the Spaniards to the 
Very niountains, where feveral had fettled, probably 
to be more at liberty to give a full career to their 
paflions. God gave fuch a plentiful bleffing to thefe 
their labours, that the whole Province, in a (horc 
time, put on another afpedl. Liberiinifm entirely 
vanilhed ; ill- got goods were reftored, or applied to 
charitable ufes; feandals were repaired by publick 
penances ; and frequent exercifes of piety, and con- 
ftant attendance ^pon Divine Service, fucceeded to 
profane revelry and grofe debauchery. 

The Province of La Plata was very far from en- 
joying the fame tranquillity with that of Tucuman. 
The fame Abipones, who had reduced the city of 
Santafg to the terrible diftrefs defcribed by the Bilhop 
of Buenos Ayres in his letter to his Catholick Ma- 
jefly, had been for a longer time threatening that of 
Corrientes with a much heavier blow. Some advan- 
tages, which the garrifon of this place had gained 
over thefe Barbarians, made the inhabitants hope, 
they would now at leaftgive over all thoughts of mo- 
Icfting them ; but fuch loffes, it feems, were not fuf- 
ficient to humble an enemy like this. The Abipones 
judged better of the Spaniards, than the Spaniards 
•judged of them. They difappeared for a time ^ and, 
when they imagined they had by that means lufEc*- 
ently lulled the inhabitants of Corrientes, they re- 
turned fuddenly within three leagues of that place, 
before the inhabitants fufpcftcd any thing of their 
approach ; and, on their arrival at the firft plantations, 
murdered twenty fix perfons, and carried oiEFa greater 
number of prifoners of all ages and both fexes. 

A few days after, they made their appearance on 
another fide of the country; killed and carried ofifa 
(lill greater nuniber of Spaniards ; and retired without 
being purfued. Upon this, fo great and general a 

confter- 
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conftcrnation feized the town and its environs, that 
the inhabitants let flip a fine opportunity of reveng- 
ing themfelves. Thofe, who lived in the country, 
had now no rcfource left but in the neighbouring Re- 
dudlions, to which they fled not only for flieltcr but 
lubfiftence. The town itfclf mufl: have at laft: fallen 
into the hands of the Barbarians, had they not fud- 
denly fet out for their villages, to fccure their prifo- 
ners and their plunder., and get drunk at the expence 
of the Spaniards. 

I have already taken notice, that thefe Barbarians 
had concluded a peace with the inhabitants of Santafe ^ 
bur, neverthelefs, continued their depredations, on 
pretence that they were only bound not to kill any 
one. The Governor of the Province, defirous to 
obtain the fame terms, if he could get no better, for 
the town and territory of Corrientes, charged the 
King's Lieutenant, Don Francis dc Vera Muzica, to 
ontei* into a negotiatipa with them. Don Francis 
began by reprefentingto ihcm, that, after concluding 
a peace with the Governor of the Province, it was no 
longer lawful for them to attack a town of his Go- 
vernment, as every part of it fhould have the benefit 
of the treaty. He, then, told them, that, if they did 
not give over molcfting the inhabitants of Corrientes,, 
l"»c fliouid be obliged to unite all his forces to bring 
them to reafon, and that they would repent, when it 
was too late, their having obliged him to it. 

The Barbarians liftened to thefe threats and re- 
monft ranees with a good deal of indiffer>ence, and 
departed without coming to any conclufion. A fliort 
time after, however, fome of their Caciques ex- 
prefled a dcfire of living upon good terms with the 
Spaniards; fome Mocovis, who, in 1730, had taken 
refuge among the Abipones during the expedition o? 
Don Stephen de Urizar, and now in a manner form- 
ed but one people with, them, having even aflifted 

them 
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them in all their wars, brought over the reft. After 
the peace had been concluded for the town of Santaf6, 
the inhabitants were not a little furprized to fee the 
Mocovis flock to it in crowds; and even bring their 
wives and children with them. Curiofity having led 
them-, and their c^cample. Tome of the Abipones; to 
the Jefuits College, the Fathers of it received both in 
a very friendly mariner, and took advantage of the 
good humour it put them into, and their furprize and 
pleafure at every thing new they Taw, cfpecially the 
manner in which Divine fervice was celebrated, to. 
make them hear reafqn concerning their depredations 
in the territories ofSantafg, and their hoftilities againft 
;ihe town of Corricntes; 

: This attempt having had the wifhed-for fucccfs; 
the Fathers improved it to infpire them with a liking 
to the Chriftian Religion, and found it much eafier 
than they expected. Their firft conqueft was a Ca- 
cique called Anacaigui^ who had no fooncr furrcn- 
dercd himfelf than he waited on Don Francis Xavicr 
*Echaqu6, who then commanded in the place, and 
ieemed to be animated with all the apoftolical fpirit 
of the Saint, whofe, narne he bore. The Cacique 
told him, that, if he would grant him a Father of 
theCornpa'hy, '^nd a fpot of ground fufiicieni for the 
fupport of a Reduction, he would colledl all thofe of 
his nation, who depended on him. Don Francis re- 
"ceivtd him in the ifnoft afFcclionate manner; affigned 
him lands in the neighbourhood of the place, where 
Santaf6 firft ttood ; and obtained a promife of the Pro- 
vrnciars heariyconcurrence, as (bon as the Governor 
of .the Province fhould approve of this new eftablifh- 
ment. 

To obtain this approbation, Don JFrancis imme- 
diately difpatched a proper letter to the Governor, in 
conjun(ftion with the magiftrates of the city ; and the 

Gover- 
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Governor not only approved what had been done 
already, but exhorted Don Francis to lofe no time 
in letting about fo pious and ufeful ^ work, and fpare 
no eX|jence to give it a folid founaation, as all the 
money he might want on the occafion fliould be made 
good to him out of the Royal Treafury, Upon this, 
Don Francis immediately fent off an exprefs to the 
Provincial, to put him in mind of his promife; and, 
though this Father did not think proper to appoint 
a Miilionary, till he fhould be fatisfied that the Re- 
duction in queftion would be allowed the (ame pri- 
vilege with that enjoyed by the Guaranisi namely 
that of not being given in counmand ; yet^ as he 
made no doubt of the Governor's having both autho- 
rity and goodwill enough to grant it, he immediately 
ichofe among the many Religiou^t who offered them^ 
felves for that purpo(e. Father Francis Burghez, 
whom he had n. little before that appointed PTofeflor 
of Divinity in the univerfity of Qprduba. ,Qnt of 
ihe Provincial's reafons for preferring Fathei* Burghez 
tp feycral others was, that they were too old ta Jeam 
a language, the principles of whif:h no one had as yet 
endeavoured to lay down. , •.. 

The Mocovis no fooner beard of the arrival of the 
paftor appointed to govern them, than all thofe, wiip 
had. formed a ref')Iution to embrace the Chriftian 
^Religion, flocked to the College, to exprefs their joy 
at it, and promifc a p^unduai obedience to all his com- 
mands. At firft, he could only, Ipeak to them by an 
interpreter; but he >appli,ed iliimfe(f fo diluent ly to 
the ftvidy of their language, tbaf in.a (hort time he was 
able. to. make them underftand him. They were all 
by this fixed and houfed in the Reduction, which was 
qa^Jled after St.| Eranf:is Xavier ; and,p^ther Michel de 
Zta came there foofl after to afjift Father Burghez. 
The profelytes met very afliduoiifly to Hear the in- 
iiiudions of the MilBonaries, who were fooji obliged 

to 
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to yield to the intreaties of the Cacique and fcveral 
others, and admit them fo Baptifm. It appearing 
foon after, that the bad example of the Spaniards at 
Santaf6 contributed not only to hinder many of thofe 
who dill held out from embracing ihe Chriftian 
Religion, but might likewife prove dttrimenial to 
thofe who had already furrendered, a relblution was 
taken to remove the Redud\ion to a greater diflance 
from that City, and place it on the banks of the river. 
This refolution was no fooner made known, than not 
only fuch of the Mu:ovis as had hitherto exprcffed 
the greateft averfion to the Chriftian religion, but 
even a great number of Abipones, declared, that, in 
cafe it came to be put in execution, they would follow 
the Chriftians. Nay a Cacique of the Abipones 
affurcd the Miffionaries, that he would bring all his 
fubjedts to them. He even engaged another Cacique 
of his nation, a man in great credit, to promife to 
accompany him with all thofe, over whom he had any 
authority ; and all were as good as their word. 

The Mataguayos, about this time, behaved in quite 
a different manner. One of their Caciques having 
come to Salta, and requefted the Governor to fend 
home with him a Father of the Company to inftruft 
him and his countrymen in the Chriftian Religion, 
Father Caftanares immediatety offered himfelf for 
that piirpofe, though he fl:ill laboured under the re- 
licks of a mod cruel and inveterate diforder, of which 
and the caufe of it, it may not be improper to give 
fome account. Some years before, he had been or- 
dered by his fuperiors to make an excurfion in queft 
of that grand objedl, an eafy and fafe communication 
between the Provinces of Tucuman and Paraguay ; 
and, on bis return home, for want of. meeting with 
any elementary water that was potable, was forced 
to put up with what he found in a kind of water- 
melon, called by the people of the country, Obocura. 

But 
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But, as he, and fomc Neophytes wfio accompanied 
him in this expedition, did not know that the Indians, 
who ufed this fruit, always took a litilepimento after 
it, to corrcA its extreme crudity and coldnefs, they 
fell into a diforder, of which one of them foon died. 
As to Father Caftanarez, though he furvived, he. 
fuflfered, from time to time, fuch cruel pains, thai on 
their feizing him he ufed to fall on the ground, and 
roll about it like a man who had loft his fenfes by the 
bite of feme vetiomous animal. Nor had he the con- 
folaiion to know, that the little river Tababory^xo 
which he penetrated, fell into the Paraguay, as has 
been fince difcovered. 

Father Castan arez and his company were to- 
lerably well received in the firft town of the Mata- 
guayos they came to ; however, it was not long before 
he had a prefentiment of what was to happen. He, 
therefore, exhorted a rich but devout Spaniard, called 
Francis Azoca, who had been his penitent for fome 
time, and had followed him in this fpiritual expedi- 
tion, to expiate, as he faid himfelf, the fins of his 
youth, to make the beft of his way home. But 
Azoca protefted he would live and die with him. 
The Neophytes, however, who accompanied the Fa- 
ther, prevailed upori him to remain where he was, till 
he faw more of the Cacique that had invited him. 
But all thefe precautions proved ufclefs. A few days 
after, the Cacique finding that the Father and Azoca 
were alone, the Neophytes being gone into. a neigh- 
bouring wood to cut wood for a chapel, fell upon 
them fo fuddenly with his Indians, as Icarce to leave 
them time to make God an offering of their lives. 
The treacherous Cacique difpatched the Father with 
his own hands, while Azoca expired by thofe of 
the other Indians. 

But, though the Mataguayos were treacherous 
enough to behave in this manner, they had not cou- 
rage 
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rage enough to .declare thcmfelves openly. The 
Tobas ancj fome of their neighbours were the firft 10 
make frefh incurfions into Tucuman. But the Camp 
mafter Don Felix Arias, Governor of the Province, 
and the King's Lieutenant, Don Fraocfs de Barreda, 
foon put a flop to their progrefs. They both entered 
Chaco • the firft, with two hundred and eighty men of 
themilitiaofSaltaand Jiijuy i and, between the months 
of May 1745 and July 1746, cleared ail the fron- 
tiers ^ made upwards of one hundred and fifty prilo- 
ners ; and erected feveral forts to cover thefe two places. 
In a word, his endeavours to fecure the Province againft 
future infults fucceeded fo well, that women and chil- 
dren could now walk alone, where, before, the beft 
arnned men were afraid to lliew thcmfelves. 

On his return to Salta, he was greatly furprized to 
meet with one hundred and fifty Mataguayos, who 
were coming to offer their fervice to him, and afliire 
him they detcfted Gallinazzo's perfidy. To this he 
anfwered, that he was refolved to make another in- 
curfion into Chaco as foon as the weather would per- 
mit ; and, if they perfifted in the fentiments they now 
exprefled, they might then come and join him there. 
They promifed they would, and kept their promife. 
He penetrated a great way into the country, and they 
ferved him well. Upon this, not only the whole 
nation made peace with the Spaniards, and declared 
thcmfelves againft all their enemies; but, on Father 
Pons's going foon after to vifit them, received him 
with the greateft demonft rations of friendfhip and joy. 
They all conjured him to take upon him the care of 
their fouls, and promifed to liftcn to him with the 
moft perfect docility. 

The King's Lieutenant, Don Francis de Bareda, 
met with equal fuccefs. He marched againft the 
Mocovis, who hjad renewed their inroads and depre- 
dations ; killed a great number of them \ took a 

great 
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great many prifoncrs ; rcfcued a lady of Salta, whom 
they were carrying off with a Mulato (^rvant into 
llavery : retook all the plunder they had; and 
crowned (b glorious a campaign by an adt of difintc- 
rcftedncft and generofity, which did him the greateft 
honour. He diftributed among his men, who con- 
fitted chiefly of country people, all the plunder he 
could difpofe of, without keeping any part of it for 
himfelf. ' 

The city of Corduba, already confidered as the 
capital of Tucuman, was very far from enjoying the 
fame tranquillity with Salta and Juguy. A party of 
Abipones, commanded by a Cacique, who had taken 
the name Benavidez^ penetrated to the very gates of 
It, and renewed all the horrors fo often experienced 
by the other diftridts of this Province. Benavidez 
even ventured to attack, in the year 1746, with eigh- 
teen men only, a convoy of waggons coming from 
Buenos Ayres ; but a Spanidi Gentleman, called Jo- 
ieph Galerza, and Brother John Angel de Amilaga, 
Agent to the College of St. Michael, faved all the 
men who conducted it, by their prudence and bravery, 
except a flave belonging to the firft, whom the Bar- 
barians carried off, and a young Spaniard who died a 
few days after of his wounds. A fecond party of the 
fame Indians furprized and carried off another convoy 
on its way from Corduba to Santafe, pretty near Rio 
Jercero \ and killed eight and twenty Spaniards ; 
arnongft whom was Father de Santiago Herrero, who 
had juft finifhed his ftudies at Corduba, and was going 
to inure himfetf tt> apoftolical labours in the Guarani 
Miflions ; his body was not found till forae time after ; 
vvhen it was buried on the banks of the River. At 
length, however, fo many Spaniards took the field, 
that the Barbarians were glad to retire, though not 
till they had done mifchief enough in the diftrift of 
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Cordova to make the inhabitants of it long remember 
them. 

During thefe traofadtions in Tucuman, the Para- 
na and Uruguay Redu^ions fell a prey to another 
kind of enemy, againft which ftrcngth can do no- 
thing, and courage avails but very litile. This was 
hunger, with all the tvils that ufually attend it. 
The Miifionaries were more than once on the point 
of feeing this hiihfrio fo %)urifbing a Church de- 
ftroyed or difpeifed. In 1745, frofts, fuch as had not 
been in the memory of man, and fhowers of hail 
equally unufual, followed by a deluge of locufts, 
deftroyed every thing that had been committed to the 
earth; and then a drought, altogether as extraordi- 
nary, in all the fouihern parts, which had fuffered 
lefs by the froft, hail and locufts, reduced them to the 
fame fituation; fo that the earth this year produced 
no crops of any kind. 

But, if this was the rudeft tryal to which the virtue 
of thefe new Chriftians had ever been put, it was like- 
wife that, in which their faith and confidence in God« 
and their reiignation to his divine will, fhone forth 
with greatefl luflre. Their paflors, however, faw 
very well, that, unlefs expedients could be found 
10 procure them fubfifle'^ce of fbme kind or another, 
they hiufl unavoidably difperfe, and ramble to a great 
diflance to look for it themfelves; and thereby, for 
want of cultivating and fowing their lands, render the 
evil incurable. They, therefore, undertook, with no 
other funds but thefe of Providence, to fupply the 
wants of all ; and God gave a biefling to their endea- 
vours. Not one of their flock could complain of his 
wanting the neceffaries of life. What is more fur- 
prizing, the Neophytes of th,is Province, who, at the 
clofe of the year 1744, amounted to no more than 
eighty four thoufand and forty fix fouls, aowunted. 
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at the clofe of the following year, lb eighty fevcn 
thouCand two hundrcdvand forty. 

God was plcafcd to crown the joy of the Miffio- 
naries at this providential delivery, by the difcovery 
of the fugitive Tobatines, in queft of whom they had 
been fome years paft ranfacking, with infinite labour 
and fatigue, all the woods and mountains of thecoun* 
try, without being able to meet with the leaft track 
of them. An Indian, who had likewife deferted from 
Our Lady of Saintc-Foi, after rambling about for a 
long time without well knowing which way he went., 
found himfelf one day in the midil of them. They 
had, it feem&, fettled in a place, which afforded them 
abundance of all manner of grain and pulfe, the 
food they moft delighted in. Though they re- 
ceived him very kindly, he was to much concerned 
at the ftep he had taken, that, not doubting but the 
news of fuch a fortunate difcovery would facilitate 
his pardon, he immediately returned to his Reduction 
to give ah account of it. Upon this. Father Lazarus 
Garcia, who governed that Church, immediately 
difpatched fome Indians to enquire into the truth of 
his report. The Tobatines not only received thefe 
Indians with great kindnefs, biit requefled them to 
engage forne Fathers to come, and take charge of 
them again in the place where they now refided ; 
faying, that they (hould never be able to prevail on 
themfelves to remove to any other. 

Upon this, Father de Ycgros, who had fatigued 
mod in looking out for them, and Father piancz, ftt 
out for their Village. But, before they could arrive 
there, thefe Indians, who had lately had a bloody war 
to maintain with the Spaniards, rather thian be any 
longer expofed to the attacks of fuch troublefome 
neighbours, fet fire to their cabins, and retired to 
the centre of the forcft, where,, though they wanted 
for every thing, they began to fear, as a much worfc 
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evil, left the MifSonaries would endeavour to bring 
them back to Our Lady of Sainte-Foi. But the Fa- 
thers foon quieted their fears, by fending back two 
Guaranis, they had taken along with them, for provi- 
fions for the Tobatines, and ail the neceflaries requi- 
site to lodge themfelves and build a Church. The 
Cacique of the Tobaiines, who had deferted frorn 
Sainte-Foi, joined them, after recommending to his 
wife and children, and two other. families, who cpuld 
not be prevailed upon to defert with him, to come 
and join him there. The new Redudion compofed 
of thefe Indians was called St. Joachim de Taruma, 

Two Redudtions more were formed, at the fame 
time, in different parts of the country ; one, by the 
Fathers df the Company, among the Guenoas, a na- 
tion fettled to the eaft of the Uruguay Reduftionis, 
from which thfy are feparated by immenfe fore{ls>* 
the other, by the fecular clergy, among the peaceable 
Vilclas. But thefe ieilabliftinients were atteiided with 
no other trouble, than that of afluring tbc Guenoas^ 
that they (hould not be obliged to remove frotn their 
country, but live where they might always have 
the WQods between them and the Guaranis; tind that 
of providing funds for removing the Vilelas from 
among the infidels, with whom they were furround- 
ed on all fides. The light of the gofpel began like- 
wife to penetrate into Tucuman on the fide of Cha- 
CO. The LuJles were returned to their primitive fer- 
vour, and had been lately reinforced by a confider- 
able number of lfifim%^ a peaceable, but wandering 
people. 

The nations, which now principally cngag- 1740 
ed the attention of the Jcfuits of Paraguay, 1747 
were thofe inhabiting that trad of land called ^v-^ 
l^erra Magellanka. Ic is only within thefe thirty 
years, that any of them have been diftindtly known, 
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except the Pampas^ a people perpetually roving about 
in plains extending from Buenos Ay res to the town 
of Mendofa in ihc province of Chili, without the 
lead rifing gfound to bound the fight, or check the 
imperuofny of thofe winds called by the Spaniards 
Fientos Pamperos^ which often excite the moft furious 
ftorms on the Rio de la Plata. A letter from Father 
Manuel Garcia, a Jtfuit, dated the 7th of June 1746, 
gives fome general account of the other nations, and 
made roe hope for more particulars concerning them. 
But if any are come, 1 have: ror as yet fc^n them. 
However, I can fay enough of them from Father Gar- 
cia's letter, to (hew, rhat the geographers are all miG 
taken in their ideas of this country and its inhabitants. 

AccoRDiKG to this MiiTionary, all* thofe called 
Pampas are not of the fame origin, though they are 
* all deicended from the inhabitants of that part of the 
Cordilliera, which they call Serranos. They are even 
divided into two tribe s« uoder the diftinfi names of 
Puekbes and Tuekbes. The latter are known at Bue- 
nos Ayres by the name of Pampas MagdakntJiaSf 
becaufe, in a time of famine, they fpread themfelves 
round a fmall Spanilh town called the Magdalen \ 
and the former, by the name of Pampas Matanceros^ 
becatife, at rhe fame tiifie, and fdr the fame reafbn, 
they drew'^near the town of Matanca^ which is like- 
wife firuated at no great diftancc^ from Buenos Ayres. 
Some of the Tuelohes inhabit mountains, in the 
neighbourhood of which there is a volcano, and are 
for that reafon called Highland Tuelches. The refl 
live on the banks of the Rio de los Sauces^ or rher of 
Saliks^ which runs Eaft and Weft ; and, after dividing 
into two branches, empties itfelf into the Magellanic 
fea. As to the moft fouthern part of this continent, 
it is inhabired by two other nations or tribes;' one 
called Aucais\ the other, Peguencbes or Pebuencbis. The 
firft are fettlexi in the latitude of Baldivia^ a town of 
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Chili ; the fecond extend, in httleclufters, from a fmall 
vvay North of Baldivia to the ftreights of Magellan. 
This divifioQ feems to leave no roonn for the Patggons. 
Befides, it is certain, that, anfiong the nations 1 have 
mentioned, there has notas yet been fcen fo much as 
Angle man, of that gigantick ftature, and roonftrous 
figure, under which the Patagous have been repre- 
Tented, though no pains were omitted to find them 
out on occaliou of the enterprise I (hall prdently 
fpeak of; nor has there even been found fo much as 
a ikeleton, to countenance the opinion of this country 
having ever been inhabited by giants. 

The language of the Pampas is not the fame with 
that of the Mageilanifts, who live farther South. 
Even the dialeds derived rcfpeflively from thai of 
the Pampas and the other Magellanifts have their 
peculiar difficulties. They all, however, underftand 
each other tolerably well, having invented a common 
language, in which they make ufe of (igns eftabhihed 
by common confenc, as is pradifed by feveral other 
fevages of America. They arc, like the reft of the 
South American Indians, light, inconftaat, and irreso- 
lute ; but (iirpafs moft of them in arrogance and pre* 
fumption, though there is nor, perhaps, in the whole 
world, a people who live more wretchedly s efpecially 
the Highland Tuelches, who, notwithftanding, <lon't 
think themfelves inferior to any people on the face 
of the earth, not even the Spaniards, tboiigh they 
have C> much opportunity for comparifons, fufficicnt^ 
one would imagine, to corrcft their vanity. This 
poverty of the Magellanifts is entirely owing to their 
laxincfs, in which they gbry. There are none but 
ihofe, who have lived in the ncighb^Mirhood of the 
Spanifh plantations, that have accuftomed themfelves 
to labour. And even thefe do but little*, never work- 
ing but through mere neceflity. 

The Highland Tuekbes in particular, thcmghtbehr 
€ountry is, in ibme feafo^is, very cold^ had rathet go 
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naked, than take the leaft trouble to procure thcm- 
felvescloaths. They content themfelves with buying 
blankets and fluflfs of the Aucaes, who have fome 
flocks, and work up their wool. The Aucaes, like- 
wife, raife fome wheat, which they bruife between 
two ftones, in order to make a kind of cakes of it. 
They have copper, and other metals, which they run 
down together, to make bits and fpurs; but it is in a 
very fmall quantity, a& they think it too hard labour. 
They never kill their flicep for food ; bur, when hard 
put to, bleed them, and drink their blood. The 
moft common food of the Highland Tueiches confifts 
in the flc(h of mares, foxes, oftriches^ and guanacos. 
The Pampas, in general, arc very fond of beef; and 
carry off air the oxen they iwffibly can from the Spa- 
nifli plantations) for, though their vaft plaint are 
covefed with wild oxen, rather than be at the trouble 
of running thetn ddwn, they choofe to run the riik c^ 
ftealing the tanie cattle of others. 

Those, who have iiad moft intercaurfe with thi 
Spaniards^ have learrled gaming from tbem ; and it is 
now become their favourite paflion.. They fpend 
whole days at play; and fometimes whole nights ; even 
without taking any thing to fupport nature. They 
are Kkewife the moft fclfifh people in the world. 
One muft be continually giving, to be on good terms 
with them; and the more one gives, the more they 
atk. They muft be. paid beforehand to do the 
fmallcft fervice; and yet think nothing of running 
leagues to fteal a trifle. They buy to fell again; 
and ar6as (harp in making a. bargain*, as they are 
bold in committing la robbery. They are moreover 
dddi(fted to the grofieft vices; and have not the leaft 
idea of tlhai fhame fo natural to the r^ft of marr- 
Kind. ^ ■ i 

They fcetn, however, to have fomc;diftin<fi idea of 
God ; and their langt!»gcs have tetmts lo exprefe. what 
they itieari by bina. But it has not -^ yet b€;en dit 
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covered, that they yield hitn any particular worfhip* 
A Spaniard, ijideed, who had been a long time in 
flavcry among the Highland Tuclches, affured Fa- 
ther Garcia, that he had heard them pronounce his 
name wirh.an appearance of great aflfedion. There 
is, iikewife, fome reafon to believe, that the Aucaes 
adore the fun; forv, when they have killed any bead, 
**they throw the blood of it towards the luminary, to 
exprefs, as it were, their joy and gratitude. 'Tis 
Iikewife faid, that the women prefent their new-born 
children to the moon, to acknowledge, as it were, 
that they are. indebted to her liberality for them ; or 
beg of her to (bed upon them her favourable influence. 
Thev all hold the immortality of the foul. As 
foon as any one dies, the old women aflcmble in the 
deceafed's cabin ; and, fearing themfelvcs about the 
corpfe, begin to (bed tears, and howl with all their 
might i the relations of the deceafed anrw^ring.in the 
fame.ftrain. After fome time fpent in this manner^- 
they carry the corpfe to the grave, and bury with it 
every thing that belonged to the deceafed. They ar« 
Iikewife very careful not to leave any thing Handing, 
that might fcrve to put them in mind of him ; for 
which reafon, as foon as they have taken him out of 
his cabin, they reduce it to alhes. They even deem 
it an ill omen to dream of him. They arc flaves to 
many other fuperftitions, and have great faith in 
witches, who boaft of their converfing frequently 
with devils; for none but the women deal in witch- 
craft. 

Amongst them« a man to get a wife mud buy 
her But, then, he may part with her when he pleafcs, 
without any ceremony, and purcbafe another. The 
Caciques and rich men may have as many wives as 
they pleafe; when a hulband or wife happen to die 
without children; in the firft cafe, the deceafed huf- 
band's brother, if he has any, takes his place; and, 
in the latter, the deceafed 'wife's fifter, if fli#is a wi- 
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dow, and has children, takes hers. Both fathers and 
mothers carry their tendernefs for their children to 
the mod extravagant^lengths. They never chaftife, 
or fo much as reprimand, them,- even when treated 
by them with the greateft infolence ; if tifcy happen 
to (Irike them in a fit of paflion, as foon as it is over, 
they make an entertainment in order to be reconciled 
to them. The Father (peaks to l|is (on in the plural, 
you\ and the fon never anfwers but in the fingular, 
fbou. This irregularity is attended with all the dif* 
orders which may naturally be expe^ed from it.; and 
whereas, amongd moft other nations, it is in the 
hearts of the children that the feed of theGofpel firft 
begins to take root, they are thofe among the Magel- 
lanifts whom it is moft difiicult to make i^ny ioiprefr 
iion upon. 

For this reafon, though the {^ampas bad never 
ileclaixd openly again ft the Spaniards, and f&verai of 
their Caciques even aflfefted io call ihemfelves by the 
chriftian names of Saints and the Xurnames ^f Spani^ 
ards, the Jefuits of Paraguay began in a manner to 
.defpair of being ever able to make trye Chriftians 
of them,, when, in 1739, two Chiefs of the Low- 
land, and two Chiefs of the Highland, Pampas, un- 
cxpedtedly came to fiuenos Ayrcs, and reqjueftcd the 
Camp-mafter^ Don John of St. Martin, to prevail on 
ibme Fathers of the Company to take the trouble of 
inftru6ting them in the tr^iths c^ our holy jReligion. 
Don John immediat^rly gave notice of tbisunexpeded 
event to Don Miguel de Salcedo, Governor of the 
Province, who wrote diredly to Karher Maeihom, at 
that time'Prrovincial of the Jefuits, to engage him to 
embraced fine an opportunity of fpreading aroongft 
thefe people the tight of the jGpfpcl. The Pcoviiv 
cial having propofcd ibe af&ir to* his brethren a< Bue- 
nos Ayrcs, Father Matthias Strpbfl and Farbei- Ma- 
nuel .Qnerini chearfully offered tbemfelyes, and .w-erc 
;accordingly named, to qa^rry it into exC'Cuiion. 
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As the Caciques defired to have a tra<5t of land on 
which a Rcdu<^ion might be formed. Father StroU 
fet out to look for one; and at length fixed on a 
plain covered with little woods, two leagues from 
the MageUanic Sea, between a rivulet and the little 
Salt River I and juft oppofite Cape St, Mary. As foon 
as Father Querini had notice of it, he communicated 
it to the Caciques, who immediately difpofed their 
vafTals to follow them^ and made the neceiTary pre- 
parations to tsJ^e poiTtilion of their new territory. 
Accordingly, all the members of this infant Colony 
fet out, on the 6th of May 1740, with their two Mif- 
fionaries. They bad travelled but a little way, when 
God gave evident proofs that the time of his (hewing 
mercy to tbefe infidels was at laft arrived. The wife 
of a Cacique, who was fuddenly taken ill, applied for 
baptifm with the greateft earnellnefs ; and, after re- 
ceiving it, died in the fined fentiments the Chriftian 
religion can infpire, while one of the Miflionaries was 
reading the prayers for departing fouls. A child foon 
followed her to eternal glory, having been a little 
before regenerated in the waters of baptifm. But the 
greateft wonder of all xyas, that the hulband of the 
firft, and the parents of the latter, appeared quite 
taken up with the bappinefs of feeing ihefe two new 
Chriftians go take poflfeffion of the heavenly manfions 
in the name jof their nation. 

They all arrived at the end of their journey the 
^6th of May, being Afcerifion day-, and the firft 
thing they did was to ere(X a crofs,.at the foot of 
which the Miflionaries diredVly celebrated the divine 
^yfteries. Some Guaranis, whom they had taken 
along with them, were then fet' about building a 
jchapel and cabins to lodge the whole colony. The 
Cacique, who had loft 4iis wife during the journey, 
was appointed Corr^idor of the new kedudtion, 
|>urfuant to the power with which the Governor 
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had invefted the Miflionaries for that purppfe; and 
three others were named to the three civil employ- 
ments next in dignity. The reft of the civil em- 
ployments were bellowed on the other principal men 
of the two nations, who now. Teemed to form but 
one; and every thing done by the MiiTionaries hap- 
pily gave both the greateft fatisfaAion. 

Th£ fathers had no occaiion to call the grown-up 
men and woiiicn, or even the children* ro liften to 
their inftrudions; they all flocked to the chapel for 
that purpofe of themfclves, and with the greateft 
ardour; the longing they all had to receive baptifm 
proving a powerful fpur to th^m. For this reafon, 
as they underftood the Spanifh language* though not 
uied to fpeak it, better than the fathers could fpeak 
theirs, they be^;?d of them to give their inftru£ti- 
ons in Spanifh. God was plea^d to reward this 
their fervour by many fingular favours, the repost 
of which fpreading abroad brought a vaft multitude 
of Indians to the Conceptioji. But curiofity was 
the only motive that brought moft of them; at)d* 
accordingly, the fathers had fome reaibn to repeiit 
their having admitted them without previous exa- 
mination. It is inconceivable what the Miilionaries 
had to fufFer from, thefc new comers, who had not 
the lead notion of that deceqcy, which the moft 
unimproved reafon generally prefcribcs; were utterly 
impatient of any reftraint^ and proud and infolcnt to 
the laft; degree. They laughed at the inftruitions be- 
(lowed on them; repaid the fervicc$ done them with 
ingratitude ; and Teemed quite deaf to the entreaties of 
the Miffionarics, and the puniJbmcnt^ with which they 
threatened them in . the name of God. Their chil- 
dren, whilft the fathers inftrudled them* did nothing 
but play or quarrel; but, at kngjtji, the patience 
and conftancy of the minifters of a God, who has 
To much recommended the practice of theic virtues 
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to them, joined to the good example of the firft iti- 
habitants of the Rcduclion, overcame all thefe obfta- 
clesj and moft of thefe, at firft fo unpromifing re- 
cruits, fincerely embraced the Chriftian religion. 

It was, ncverthelefs, found abfolutely neceffary 
to fpeak of labour to all in general with the greateft 
refervc; ihcfe Indians, as 1 have already obfervied, 
having an averfion to it, which at firft appears in- 
vincible. But this tendernefs; and the example of 
the Guaranis, whom the fathers detained for fome 
time, and of the fathers ibemfelves, who fpared 
* theitifelVes in nothing; cffedtcd in a great meafure 
what many at firft thought impoflible. The Indians 
were at laft brought to tiil and fow their lands; th« 
well-grouDded hopes of a plentiful crop ferving not 
:a. little to render their labour tolerable. After gettiog 
in their harveft, they did not fail to exprefs their ac- 
knowledgment to (hofe who had been tnftrumental in 
procuring them that happinefs, by the moft foleoui 
aCTuranoe of an invblable attachment*, and they were 
as good as their word ; though (bme peribns, who 
imagined it their intereft to have them in their neigh- 
bourhood, omitted nothing to infpire them with a 
diflike'tQ the- Miffionaries; and, at the. fame time, 
perfuade the Miffionaries, that they were lofing their 
time and trouble upon a people, whom it was impof- 
fibleto convert, or even to civilize. 

As fo!or>, however, as they were brought to relilh 
labour^ divine grace, finding no longer the fame ob- 
ftacl^to its influer^ce, icon completed its work; and 
a genprdl fervour enfued. They carried their carneft- 
liefs fof inftruAion fo far, as even at night, to flock 
to the Miftionaries, and interrupt theif reft; to 
have points of the Chriftian dodrinc cleared up to 
them, ortO'beg they might make tbQiii repeat what 
they were to Jearn by heart. But even this was far 
\c{k furpcizing, thldn the dependence in which ma) 
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like ibefe confented to live; for they now no longer 
offered to go out of the town without the leave 'of 
xbdt Paftors; zx)(\ ri^ajred it, in writing, as often as 
they wanted to go to Buenos Ayres. 

The accounts given by tliein, to fuch of their 
countrymen as they happened to meet 4vith on thefe 
octafions, of the happinefs they enjoyed under the 
mild and affectionate government of their Pallors, 
brought numbers of them to the Conception from all 
quarters; fo that nothing was now to be (een but the 
greateft peace and harmony ; and nothing to be heard^ 
by night as well as day, but the praifes of the Mod 
High. But things had (bon like to take another 
turn. The Miffionaries had received, towards this 
new eftablifliment, but four hundred livres from the 
Governor, on the King's* account, gnd feven hundred 
more from private per Ions ; with 9 few oxtn, (heep, 
and other ufeful animals, and (bme grain for feed^ 
alt which were confumcd before the firft crop. An 
extreme drought, and a fevere froft at a fealbn it 
was lead txpedted, made the (econd fail ; at the (a me 
time that the crops about Buenos Ayres faiiedJtke-? 
^^ife; and what little corn remained in the publick 
granaries, was deftroyed by fire through the care- 
lefTnefs of fame foldiers ; fo that the Redu^ioo was 
left almoft entirely without any refources. So fevere 
a trial, however, was not fufficicnt to dagger the 
faith of the Neophytes ; they had even fpirits enough 
to furround their town with aftout pallifade, to fecure 
themfelvcs againft furprize; and build more cabins 
in the town, and fome in the country for ihofe fcnt 
fhete to tend their cattle. A Chief of the SpaDiih 
(hepherds had the charity to direct them m the lad 
part of their work. 

But the greated danger the colony had as yet 
been expofed to, was from a <juarter, from which 
there was, in all appearance; lead reaibn to «xpe£t 

it. 
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it. The Spaniards had been at war, fince the year 
1734, with the Highland Pampas, who had begun 
their hoftilities by plundering fome habitations not 
far from Buenos Ayrcs. However, as the blow had, 
probably, been received in the night, the Spaniards, 
believing it to have been given by the Lowland Pam- 
. pas, put fonr8 of them in prifon ; it is true, they did 
not keep them there long,v but, while they did, they 
treated them fo ill, that the firft ufe the captives 
made of their liberty was to engage feveral other 
Pampas to unite with them, to obtain revenge, and 
even join the Highland Pampas, who, it now ap- 
peared, were thofe who had committed the mifchief. 

The four firft campaigns ended without any re- 
markable fuccefs on either fide. At lad, in the year 
1740, a Highland Cacique, (tiled by the Spaniards 
Cacique Bravo^ exafperated by the lofs of a nephew of 
his in a ikirmifh with them, and at the Spaniards 
wanting to render his whole nation refponfible for dif- 
orders committed by a few individuals, took the field 
with a numerous army,* and marched ftraight to- 
wards the town of the Magdalen, fully rcfolved to 
wafte it with fire and fword \ and then treat, in the 
fame manner, the Concejition, from whence the Spa- 
niards had taken guides to penetrate into the Cordil- 
Here. 

He was. ill full march before the Spaniards fufpeA- 
ed any danger; and furprized Magdalen within two 
days after the Milfionaries of the Conception had fent 
notice of his approach to the Lieutenant General, 
Don Barthelemi de Canales, who commanded in rhrfc 
quarters. He put two hundred of the inhabitants to 
the fword, and took a great number of them prifo- 
ners, whom, with all the cattle, and every thing elfe 
that fell into his hands, he fent off, for greater fecu- 
rityi into the mountains. 

This 
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This done, he prepared to march to the Concep- 
tion; after fending fome (pies there to know if the 
inhabitants expe<fled Him. Happily, the Governor 
of the Province, on the firft advice of what had hap- 
pened at the Magdalen, had fcnt forty foldiers and 
fome artillery to the Conception, not doubting but 
the Cacique would fall upon it in its turn. Thelpics 
got near the place the fame night this reinforcement 
entered it ; and, as they were approaching the palli- 
fade in the dark, a centinel, hearing a noife, firtd 
a cannon, and thereby let them fee that the inhabi- 
tants were not to be furprized, or attacked with im- 
punity. Upon this, the Cacique Bravo thought pro- 
per to retreat. The Governor fent four detachments 
of cavalry after him; but, after purfuing him about 
twenty leagues, they were obliged to return for \yant 
of water and forage. 

The inhabitants of the Conception had (carcetinie 
to take breath after this delivery, when they faw 
themfelves in danger of meeting with worfe treat- 
ment from the Spaniards, than the Cacique Bravo 
intended to have given them. All on a fudden, a 
report, whofe author could never be difcovered, was 
fpread at Buenos Ayres, that thefe new Chriftians 
had formed a league with >the eqemy, to fall upon 
and deftroy that capital; and what is ftill more far- 
prizing, almoft all the inhabitants gave, or pretended 
to give, credit to it. It was to no purpofe, that fome 
Spaniards, who had been taken at the Magdalen, and 
aftei wards made their efcape, averred that it was the 
Cotiception itfelf that the Cacique Bravo intended to 
have deflroyed. They could undeceive nobody, for 
nobody was willing to be undeceived. Nay, many 
pei funs, to whom the reft were but an echo, could not 
behold, with any fort of patience, an eftablifhment of 
cpnverted Indians, that were not liable to be given in 
command; fo that, two of thefe Neop hytes happening 

to 
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to arrive about this time at -Buenos Ayres, though 
provided with a written leave from Father Querini, 
were feized, and thrown into prifon. 

The Governor, indeed, foon fct them at liberty, 
but they (laid long enough at Buenos Ayres to hear 
every thing that people there thought concerning their 
townfmen and paftors. The firft, it was publickiy af- 
firmed, were no better than a gang of iratiors, who 
all deferved to be put to the fword ; and, as the 
latter, they were the worft enemies of the ftate. 'Tis 
inconceivable, what an efFedl the report of thefe dil- 
courfcs made on the poor Indians at the Conception, 
who now, without any provocation, faw ihemfelves 
threatned by the Spaniards with the fame misfor- 
tunes, which they had been fo lately expofed to for 
being their friends. The Highlanders amongft them 
trembled more than the reft ; and one of their Ca- 
ciques, perfuaded that he would, if he remained, be 
one of the firft vidlims the Spaniards would facrifice 
to their fury, thought proper to take ihelier in the 
mountains. He acquainted but one friend with his 
defign \ and being requefted by this friend to fee and 
prevail on his countrymen xo put an end, by Ta good 
peace, to a war, by which all muft be lofers, he 
made anfwer : ** It is what I intend ; I retire merely 
" to avoid the unjaft perfecution of the .Spaniards ; 
** and 1 will let them fee that they do not know how 
*' to diftinguifti between their true friends, and thofc 
*^ who aim at nothing but creating them new ene- 
'' mies." 

Nevertheless, the flight of this Cacique con- 
firmed the inhabitants of Buenoa Ayres in their (wf- 
picions. But Don Diego Ortiz de Rozas, who had 
juft fucceeded Don Miguel de Salcedo as Governor of 
Rio de la Plata, having very fortunately* declared for 
the Neophytes ; and Father Q^ierini having written 
to Don Francis Suarez, their proiedtor ex officio^ to 

beg 
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beg of him to quafh thefe reports^ people at laft bcr 
gan to hold their tongues. 

This ftorm was Scarce blown over, when the 
whole ReduAion began again to tremble, at the ap- 
prehenfions of the Highlanders coming to pay them 
another ^ifit. What gave occafion to this panic, was 
the Governor's withdrawing the forty (bidiers he had 
fcnt there, on a falfe rumour of an Englifli fquadron 
coming to lay fiege to Buenos Ayres. But, this 
time, the Miflionaries found it no difiieult matter to 
quiet their fears, by representing to them, that they 
were in no danger of being furprized ; and by giving 
their word, that they (hould not want for affiftance 
in cafe of a formal attack. 

The new Governor on his fide, fpared no pains 
to convince the Highlanders and their allies, that the 
war they were carrying on againft him was grounded 
on a miftake; and that it was as much their intereft^ 
as that of the Spaniards, to put an end to it. So 
early as the year 1 742, he had directed the MifSona- 
ries of the Conceptiori to fend one of their profelytcs^ 
fifter to the Cacique Bravo, and a woman of great 
refplution and fidelity, to her brother, m order to 
make him liften t« reafon. The Fathers found no 
difficulty in making her accept the commiffion ; and 
(he fet out with (bme well mounted . Neophytes, 
whom they thought proper to (end with her. They 
had fcarce entered the mountains, when they found 
themfelves obliged to ftop (hort for want of water. 
Upon this (he defired them to return home, and tell 
Father Qaerini that (he had engaged to prevail on her 
brother to fend Deputies to the Governor, to make 
with him a folid and lafting peace. 

The Governor, having a long time waited to no 
purpofe for* a faiisfaftory anfwer, thought it would 
not be improper to terrify the enemy, in order to ren* 
dcr him more tradlablc. He gave orders to Don 

Chriftopher 
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Chrirtopfeer Cabral, Lieutenant to the Canip Mailer 
General, to let out for the mountains, with fix hun- 
dred mei^, and offer peace to the Cacique y and, in 
cafe he rcfufed it^ take the mofi vigorous meafureS 
agiinft him \ and, at the feme time, to facilitate the 
fuccefs of his negotiation, he obtained Father Strobl, 
a jcfuii, from the Redor of the college oi Buenos 
Ayres^ to actompahy hinp. 

As the choice of Cabrat, to command fn this expe- 
dition, did not pleafe &II thofe^who were to ferve in it^ 
Ifeveral of them defired to have, for General, ilic 
Garhp Matter General hrmfelf, who had already par- 
ried on a war againft'the Highlanders with good fuc- 
6efsi and, oh the Governor's refufing to comply with 
iheif requeft, two hundred of them^ probably Indians,, 
rrfufed to ftiarcli. Cabral, notwithftanding, took the 
field, with the reft; and, on his arrival 2it the Sicrral 
JeCa/uatiy in forty one degrees of South latiipde, to^ 
whicti the Aucaes and Pegiunches often refort tp truy 
rtiafefi flefh, received a vifit from a Cacique^ fove-^ 
reign of almoft all that country, attended by five' 
other Caciques. But, the firft thing this powerful 
Cacique did, was to ihake great con^)raints of the 
Spaniards ; adding, that his whole nation was on the. 
point of fitting out, with a large body of more 
foulherly Indians^ to ferve Buenos Ayres as the 
Cacique Bravo had done the Magdalen. , 

Father Strobl an fwered the Cacique's reproaches 
in a tnanner that fatisfied him. He convinced him, 
that it was not tlie Spaniards who beg^n the war ; ad- 
ding, however, that the Governor of Rio de la Plata 
was in a condition t6 carry it oii with vigour an4 fuc- 
ctfs: Some .HighFandi Neophytes, wfcom the Miflio- 
narieb had brought along with them^. were not want- 
ing, on their fide, to infpire their countrymen with 
fchtim'^hts of peace, and were powerfully feconded 
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by the Cacique Yaati (him, who had lately retired 
from the Affumption) who arrived in the mean time 
with news, that the Fathers of the company were la- 
bouring to bring about a general peace, which would 
be agreeable to all parties ; that the Cacique Bravo*s 
fitter having given her brother the fame account, he 
had, thereupon, refblved to fend one of his relations 
to the Conception, to know, for certain, the difpofi- 
tions of the Spaniards. At length, a ceflation of 
hoftiliiies, and an exchange of priioners, were agreed 
upon. The Cacique Bravo even engaged to recover 
fuch of the Spaniards, as had been fold to the Aucaes 
and the Peguinches ; and, then, made prefents to all 
thofe who were charged with that commiffion, and 
to all the Caciques who were interefted in it. This 
done, both parties feparated with the great^ft demon- 
ftrations of mutual friendfliip. 

Nothing now remained but to have the treaty 
figned by the Governor of Rio de la Plata. Two 
Highland and two Peguinche Caciques offered 
themfelyes to be the bearers of it, and Don Chrifto- 
pher Gabral accepted their offer. Don Diego Ortiz dc 
Rozas^'gavc them a very kind reception, and made 
them very fine prefents. There (liTI, however, rc- 
raained fome difficulties concerning (brae Indian w6- 
rhcn, who, having becfl taken by' the Spaniards and 
fertt to* the' Conception, had tnet-e embraced the 
Chriftian Religion. ^ As they would by ho qieatis cori- 
fent to" returh home at the hazard of lofing their faith, 
the Governor thought it his duty not. to force them 
to it i^ and the C^Ciqiies, it appears, gave up the 
point. If is, jtt leaft, certain,, that thefe gene- 
rotis Chriftians continued at^the .C9nception ;. and 
that the Catiiques, tr^nfported with the "Goveroor's 
Jbehaviour to them, ' promifed to haften, as much as, 
in them lay, the'ehlargemeht of the Spaniflb^pri- 
foners. . ' - . . , - ^ 

Nothing 
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* Nothing now hindered the Miffionarics from ho- 
ping, that the obftaclesto their difFufmg the hght of 
the Gofpel all over the yaft Magellanic Region were 
now entirely renioved. The Governor of Rio de la 
Plata, on his fide, after thus fo happily reftoring peace 
-to it, prepared to execute an order he had jiift received 
from the King his Matter to vifit the Redudtions, 
and regulate the tribute in them, fo as to leave no 
room for any further difficuliies on that head. The 
Jefuits had moft earneftly fjlicited this order, as the 
only method they could think of, to put an cfRdtilal 
ftop to the calumnies daily invented againft them in 
regard to thefe eftablifhments; and, as foon as they 
heard of its arrival. Father de Rivarola repaired to 
-Santaf6, with a gr^d convoy of provifions, to cdnduft 
the Governor to Yapeya, where he int.cnded to begin 
his vifit. 

Don Dirgo was on the point of fetting oar, when 
he received advice, that Don Jofeph de Andona^gui, 
Brigadier of the King's armies, who was coming to 
fucceed him, had been fliipwrecked on the point of 
ks Corntis^ which lies about a league^ind a half from 
Montevideo; that he had been but juft able loefcapc 
with his lady and fcrvants in the lohg boat; the reft 
of the fhip's company having periflicd foon after he 
had left theveffel, on her going to pieces. Thenet^^ 
Governor, on his arrival at Buenos Ay res, delivered 
Don Diego the King's commiirions, appointing him 
Governor and Prefident of the Royal Audience of Chili ; 
with leave to continue as Governor o\ Rio de la Plata, 
:ill the feafon fhould fcrve to repair lo his new govern- 
ment. But, as it now ferved. Dun Diego thought 
proper not to mifs it. 

This event caufed the vifit of the Redudlions to be 
|)oftponed to another time. For, befidcs that it was 
not fit The New Governor (hould leave the capital' of 
his Governmenii tili he had made himfelf fuffi- 
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<i«nt1y acquainted with the bufinefs of it, ta prevent 
Its ruflfering by' his absence; a fecond order from the 
King, with the execution of which he was perConally 
charged, obliged hirr> to make fuch preparations, as 
took up a great deal of hia time. The purport of 

jbis new order was as follows. Philip V. on the firft 
advice received by his Migefty, that the Jefuits had 
formed a Reduction, which already confided of a 
great Dumber of Pampas, and of the Highlanders 
ibhabiting the Cordtlliere^ which feparates Chili from 
the Magellanic regions; and that they even intended 
to form a new Chriftian Republick in that vaft tra£k 
of land; had, by an cdift of the 5th of November, 
*74'> given orders to Don Myguel dc Salcedo, Go- 
vernor, of La Plata, to favour iheif project to the ut- 
moft of his power ^ and pay out of the trcdiury 
whatever fhould be found neceflary for the fupport 
f^ the Miffionarriesv the ere^tbn and ferviee of their 
(ehapels^ and eveiry other expeiice of their eftabiifb* 
mentis V and, befKfes, allow them, as often as they 
flaould have ocorfion for it, an efcbrt in the excar^ 
fiona, which ilmy.mf^t be cMiged to nnake for that 
piirpofc* 

. T»B war, that toon after broke out between the 
SpaDiiirdfi and the fever al nations who were to com* 
fiQft this new Republick, had hindered the Miffiona- 
Hes frt)i^ doing n[K>re than fupport their firft Reduc- 
lioit ;-arid we have but juft now leen what pains it 
coft them to prevent this prqeit from being entirely 
« juid aftde or defeated. But now, that peace was re« 
turned, and his Catholick Maj^fty (eemed to have 
the fuccefs of (b glorious an enterprize greatly at 
heart, there appeared no further obftacle to it ; efpc- 
^ially as the Cacique Bravo, gained over by his fetter^ 
promifed to receive fiich of the Fathers of the Com- 
pany^ :^ were wilting to fettle in the mountaifisv 
ai)d^ as the fouiberns nations of this yaft continent are 

ROt 
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not of (b roving difpofitioo as the reft, ther« *f)pear- 
€d leis difficivlty in uniting thetXK, Beiides, there W^re^ 
at thje Conception, (bme womeo of ihefe nations, 
wbo might, k was judged, be very ferviceable i^ 
quality of inierpceters and catechift^ to the Mi(fioiiiia^ 
lies lent aniong chem. Such was the prefent profpe^ i 
and Don Ortiz de Rozaswa^ already' taking iDeafu red 
with the Provmcia! of the Jeibiis to take advantage 
of it4 when bis fuccefibr arrived at Btienos AyreSf 
the inhabitants of which began now: to ibeak >nia ver^ 
different drain of the new CbirjUians of the CowcepU 
lion. The fhare the latter bad in making the latefo 
much wanted, and (b much wiihied for, peace^ ' ha« 
.convinced fucb of theoi, as before thought mdfl ts^ 
favourably of them, that this Eedudioa, whit^ IhkI 
been reprefented.as a den of traitors^and thieves, was 
one of th^ ftr ongeft bulwarks of the province. ^ 

Th £ fervour of t he(e Indians was now ai the higb€A 
pitch. All the chief men of tiben^befides <(WD!nlin^ 
dvedothef adults^ aod almoft all the childrenyhad^bein 
ahready baptized ; and the reft applied lor the ianie^ki 
ifiom with the greateft earneftneCsv Nothing could fiw-^ 
pais their aflfiduity at divine fervicd, their eagdrnef^ to 
be inflvu£ted in the divine myfteries, their dociKty and 
Cncere attachment to their Pallors. - Their fields wiere 
weli fowed and cutti^ted ; their magazines wellAored 
with corn and every other kind of provifjonSv theiiir 
ftmks on the enoreaie from day taday. In a^ woifdi 
lb fudden and vaft was. the change; in this rosring ixaxk 
unfettled people, flaves to every vice, thai Kt $:oiiid 
fcarce be credited, even by thoie who were eye-wte^ 
nefles to it. But the inhabitants' of Buenos Ayr^; to 
becoming theiic friends, had like to have proved theis 
worft enemies. * .^.: 

It had not^ as yet, it ieems, been found poffible to 
prevent thefe Indi^ins from having a great ()eal of 
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cammunkatioii \yi(h the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres, 
as they were of len obliged to go to that capital ; efpeci- 
ally.duf.ing the war, and the negotiations for peace 
hy which it was terminated. They were not only 
made tO/ contra^ a liking for braiidyip there; but even 
prevailed upon to bring quantities of it home with 
theixi, iinknown to their Miflionaries. By this means^ 
driinkienners was. introduced into the Redudtion^ (for 
tlK>fe Indians know.iK) bounds), and caiifed, in it, all 
thole disorders that might naturally be expeded from 
B^lbarians fo lately reclaimed. And, as none, at firft, 
blit tbe^new profelytes gave into this excefs, and they 
did it ;wjth r^tcb fecrefy, that it was a long timcf be- 
fore ibe Mifliooaries could discover the fource of the 
tXAt, ;and tal^e. proper. meafures' to. fupprefs it in its 
infanpy; it i broke out, all on .a. fudden, like a fire 
which does not.ibew it{elf«. till iit: has acquired too 
DDucb.ftreogih to meet with any teliftance. 
-\Hi.T;RE«.TQ,:ltbfCre^had not appeared, at the.Coh- 
cteptionvany renriaiofi.of the old ^eiupity betwten: the 
Banapast of: the Magdalen arid: the Matancetos, be* 
t-weeu whom, as being of differ^ t. tribes, there had 
fabftikd an alrrtoft .perpetual hoftility^,. The MiflSor 
iMjriesi flattered theiDfelTes, that the Chriftian religion 
bad. made fincerie friends of a$ mas y of them as had 
bnbtaced. it^,. but .it feems their .tnutual animofity 
hfadm^tbeen .ftifled thereby beyond the power of 
lti3|«ror to awaken it.: Both parties > grew outrageous^ 
toi went to arms ; and a great deahof blood was fpilt 
M'botb fidea . The Miffionaries werejio longer iiften* 
ed.tQ; they wer«4 even more th^b once, in danger 
of filing vidioit ito rtheir z^al to re^-eftablilh peace 
and; ;harniony. . At length, they:fQund it abfokitely 
neceffary to apply to the Governor of the Province^ 
wbo, on the firft notice, feiit.ibmc (bldicrs to the 
Coriception. Th(^ moft guilty iWere. feized and fent 
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prifoners to Monte Video; and the foldicrs reniained 
at iht Concepfion till all was qufet again. Proper 
mearures vyere taken to hinder any more brandy from 
being fold to the Indians; and with the brandy va- 
nilhed all the diforders it had been the occafion of. 
/There ftill, however, remained another inconve- 
nicncy,' which, at firfl, had not been (iifficienrlly taken 
notice of. . The Conception ufed to be annually vifit- 
cd by rpalignant diforders, while the beauty of the 
fituation, with many other advantages peculiar to ir^ 
cauied the fource of thefe diforders to be overlooked. 
This. was the bwnefs of the ground, in confequence 
of which it was often overflown by heavy rains, and 
rendered very unwholefome in fummer. As foon as 
the Miffionariesdifcpvered the caiife of the evil, they 
made It ' their bufmefs to look but for a better fitua- 
tion; and foon found one on a littje ' rifing ground 
well fupplied with wood, founeagues further, froni 
the fea, in the latitude of thitty-nve d4grees. The 
Indians, whonii it h^cj'^ been foupd fo difficult to re- 
coiicife to the labours requifite for the firft eftablirti- 
meht, engaged in the prefent with fo much unani- 
mity and ardor, as fulliciently convinced their Paftors, 
that they were now firicerely reconciled to each other, 
and had^ befides, conquered that lazy difpofnion, 
which proved the greatcft obft'aclein the way of their 
endeavours to reclairq and convert them. 

This affair wias fcarce terminated, when there ar- 
rived at Buenos Ayres a King's frigate of eight guns, 
and one hundred and' fifty tons, called the Saint Jn- 
tbeny^ and commanded by Don Joachim de Olivarez, 
Regidor of Cadiz, the port frort) which fhe had been 
difpat<;hed. Philip V. had ordered the pilots charged 
with th^ navigating of her to be chofen from amongft 
the abieft in ajf Spain. The firft was Don Diego 
Varela, a Bifc^ynef;^ and the fecond, Don Bafil Ra- 
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iQirez, a SevilVian. His M4^%it bad, Ukewire or- 
fjercd, that Father Jofeph dc Quiroga^ a Jefu^t, who 
had much ufed the fea before be entered the com- 
pJMiy, aad JwJ the reputation of being a very Ikilful 
mar^ijer, flioqJd ^ccopjpaoy therp. This Religious 
badp for fome time pgft, t^cii waiting for an opportu- 
nity of going to confccrate hirpfcjf to ithe Paraguay 
.MiffiPjpfii and, therefore, embracec) this ^rith the 
jgreaitfl pleafurjc. ^s the frigate was dc(lincc| to 
r^r)ge, ajs near ^a^i jpoflibje, the v^e/lcro coaft of the 
Magcll^nick S^a, frpcp Buenos ^yrcs to the Streights 
pf iy[^g/el)an, father dc Qiiirogawas charged wii^ 
f^e c^r.c of tp^ing fiich obfcryat^ions, a$ ipigjhit ^ 
njeceil^ry to acquire V f^^i^faftory knowledge pf it. 
jtie ^a4, lilcejviie, qr^jcrs to take with him, «om P^r 
fagu^y, two jother Jefiijts ; an,d the phoijce fell on the 
paiher^ Malthias fctrob] ai)d Jfqfeph pardicl. The 
pbi.ef intention pf ph,i1ip V. in ;!t*l?js.j^D,dqrtakin^ wa^ 

to 6nd^ i^^'^tef^ '^iS'?^ fl^ ^ M>?n8 op thi^'cqaj^ 
cjjfppft:4 .to nmie^ JkiAd.er .the jcpn.<^u<a of tj^e jcruitj. 
iijifp i^Ledp^ion? pn the iho^el of the Concept ipti^ and 
cpibri^cp )tb^ Gofpie). ' Xb? feco>ijl» i^o e^catniQC, if it 
h^d ?ny jconyenifnt port, ,capa^(e qf Ijeing fortified, 
irj) prjjcr to afford (belter, in cafe of di^ftre/s, to Spa- 
iufl} yeflcls ; fepjiue hjis fubjeflts an eafy paflag? if) jo 
the 99ijojry ; and prevent other nation^ from £n,al!iiRg 
any fettlement^ jh jt/' '' 

, According .to. Father de Qyiroca's account of 
tbl$. (expedition, 3I) ihecpaft frorn the rnoutbofthe 
Bay of JRio d,c la Plata to th,e Streight? of Magc1/ap| 
and which in ibme Vflatipns ip jcalfed /i{y Coqfi of Pa- 
t^Zons^ lies between Hie foutbem latitude of thirty fix 
qegrecp forty rpinmes, , and ,t!|at of fiftv-two pegrees 
tw.enty minutes, pforri Cape .St. Ajjtnony, tJie ex- 
trerpe point, on the Ve/lern Tide, of the moi^ih of i^i^ 
de la Pjata, to the P;?y .erf" St.iGeorgei jt runs fn a (outb- 

'■''"'■ well 
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weft ,dirc6lioni frofn the Bay of St. George to Cape 
)Slanco^ north-weft and fouth-e^ft ; north and fouth 
from Cape Blanco to the inland of Kings ; fouth-fouth- 
weil frorn jhencc to ih^ Rio G^/fag^w, forming, m that 
interval, feveral ,ciQVC6 ; and, in fine, fouth-jcaft from 
the Rio Qali^ps to the Cape of Virgins, that is to 
fay, to the mputh of the Streights of Magellan, 
To the forty-third degree the land is low, and ftiipa 
rppi^ keep wide of it. From the forty-fourth degrcq 
fputhwards to i\\^ Bay of St. Julian^ the land is very 
iiigh. To the latitude of forty-fix degrees tliere is 
forty fathoms water till within hajf a league of thp 
fliore. From the Bay of St. Julian to the river of 
the Holy (Qrofa, tKp land is low; a good botton^ 
every where; and little ftrandi ]From the riyer of 
t|ie lli3ly Crofs t6 Rio Gallegps, ihp land j^ of ^ 
rnoderatp height ; an^ yery low froni thepce to thq 
Cape of Virgins. It is unfafe to approach jthe Cf^TC 
of )a$ M^as in the jiight-timc, oh account pf tpq 
i'ilands that lie oppofite to it, pad run a greaj way 
ipto the fea. The cqaft, from the jflbnd of Kings 
io the Bay of St. Julian, is not over fafei, .' fpr 
which re^fop fhips muft keep at a gop^ cliftaj^cp 
from it. 

As to thie winicjs, which reign in thefe ftas during 
th^e fpring and fummer feafons, they are the north., 
the nprth-eaft, the weft, and the fouih-weft. The 
eaft and fouth-eaft winds, which, would be the moftr 
dangerous of any,, never blow during either of thefc 
feafons. A fouth-we(^ wind fwell^ the fea grqaily ;. 
and one rpay be in a manner fure of fiiKling it' yery. 
hjgh d\iring the conjundlions, Qpj)ofuipns, and quar- 
terly changes of the moon. , Th« lidds fprm pne of thj; 
p^inqi^pardifficultics in this navigation. In Ibme places^ 
< hey rile fix fathbni, perpendicularly ; and caufe great 
yariatiofas in y^ currents, fome of whiph rim north.; 

and 
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and fome, fouih: When they meet, they change 
each other's dircftfons to the caft and (buth-eaft. 

There is no (belter for (hips to be found any 
where, but in Port Dcfire, and the Bays of St. Julian^ 
and St. Gregory. There is, jn the firft, a fpring, 
where, in cale of neceffity, (hips may water. The 
reft of the coaft is quite dry, and without fb much as 
a fingle tree on it. There is fcarce any place from 
one ead of it to the other, except the Bay of St. 
Julian, that produces any fire-wood, abounds with 
fifh,* or afK^rds any fait. There conllantly reigns a 
lirtie cold all along this coaft, even in the height of 
fumVricr ; and, as to winter, it is i,mpo(rible it ftiould 
not be very bitter, confidcring the great quantity of 
Inow which falls! on the Cordilliere, and evea the flat 
codntry, which is, however, no way benefited by it, 
berne' always, ttnlefs when ad'ually covered by it, 
extrenrjely dry ^ and, confequehtly, incapable of pro- 
ducing any thihg. Accordingly, not a finale inhabi* 
f^t is to be met on the whole coaft. 

It 'appears, that from the river of Sallies, which 
fohie.have called el 'be/agua4ero; to the mouth of the 
Srf^fgh(s of Magellan, there is not another, on the 
whole coaft. Thofe, who thought they had feen 
Tome, and have, accordingly^ laid ^them down on 
rheir fnaps, raiftook,,it is pofliblej for rivers, (bmc 
gilllies, which fillwith water during thaws and heavy 
raids'. However, it muft be allowed, that rivers 
might have efcapedl the Spaniards, whofe obfervations 
we haVe been giymg,' though they .cannot be refu(ed 
ihfe hotiot of having furveycd this coaft better thad 
any of thofe who attempted it bcfor!^ ^hem , (b well, 
as to leave no doubt; that the^p^Kicular. rivers, lb confi- 
dently Tpoken of by /6rne other marinerjj^ never ^xifted ^ 
rior many othef things metitioned in. the journals 
of Tome of the ftrft nayigdtors. One of them 

aflures 
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aflures lis, that he had feen, on the higheft fhores of 
Port Defire, graves containing fkeletons fixcee.n feet 
long. Yet, three human bodies, found by our Spa- 
niards, and the only ones found by theni during the 
whole voyage, had nothing extraordinary in ihcmr 
Others (ay, that, in a cove of the fame port, there is 
plenty of fifh; that in: the Port of St; Julian there 
are oyfters eleven palms in diameter. But the crew 
of the St. Anthony carefully examined, and filhed,- 
with nets, in every creek and corner of thefe two 
portSf without meeting: any fuch thing in either of 
them; .- • 

To conclude^ -it mufl: be allowed, that the furvey 
of this coaft, taken by the St. Anthony, affords a 
much jufter idea of it, than any the:. world had of it 
before; and that it is now evident, that it is not.obly 
uninhabited, but uninhabitable; an4,! cbnfequently, 
that it would be toixio purpofeitpfehd Miflionaries 
there, fince it would be impoffihle for them to find 
in it the commoneft neceilaries of life; Accordingly^ 
all thoughts of doing it were immediately laid aiicjei 
Fathcf'Strobl returned to the Conception, where ho 
had left Father Manuel de Garcia;* and the Jcfuits 
« confined their project of a new Chriftian Republic .ia 
the Magellanic couniri^, to the nations already difr 
covered in it. Tlic peace, lately, concluded between 
the Sflaniards and them, had drawn. ntihibers of rhem 
to the G)nception^ and. the happinefs they fawi-thie 
Chn(^ian inhabitants ^iof that Redudion enjoy, ^nd 
of which they fpread the account far and wide, in-r 
duced feveral nations to (blicit fimilar e(labli(hm(enis 
in their own countries. 

Of thefe the inhabuants of the mountains were 
the fif'ft^. One-of ftfccir principai Caciques waited 
lipoh^Fdther StroU fooh after, his Arrival, to afk* that 
faViAir of him^ and:'\i^$ fo charmed with the re- 
ception 
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caption he met with, that he afterwards repaired to 
fiaevios Ay res, to obtain (bme Faibers of the* Com^ 
pany from the Governor himfclt The Governor re* 
ceived him very, kindly ; and having applied to the 
Provincial, Father Cardiel and Father Thomas F^U 
Conner were immediately named, to accompany 
him into the mountains* They fct out in the ifionth 
of September 1746, after receiytDg the ftrongeft 
afiurances from. the Governor ths^t he would grudge 
no pains or expencc, to favoj^r the f^itleraents 
they might (hink 'proper tp ..make dmopgil the 
Highlanders, and to give them that folidity, wbii;;!) 
an enterprize of fo muph importaoce to church and 
fiate, and, beiides, fo capable i>f; adding luftre to his 
government, might appear to require. 

Bv a letter fro'ai Father CjyDdiel,:lvritten foo^ after 
tiis arrival there;,) we are informed^ th^t, towaifdlS the 
end of November, he was in the wigbbourfaQpd ^ 
ft volcano, of .whicb.we havealreidy made rpepti^n, 
g|i;the banks offtake; with a rivulet, on ontrfide el 
it; ^nd, on themhtr, a large fc^eft^ in whiiph^ hpW* 
ei^er,' there -was; not a tree good. enough toiiiiiild 9 
ed^ln with ;:ib: that Father Falconner was ll<3;u$J]y 
employed in iteoking out for. better; that» ftowiih- 
ftanding, thcee hnndred Indians . were ajre^y ga- 
thered about him,) and expreflfed tutu earneft 4$fire to 
remain with him; :tbat as yet,irldted, they did not 
^ak of becoming Chri{laans;%b^. that hc w^S in 
Ik^cs; of bringing ahem to. it,: .by degrees; Igftjy, 
that^ by repeated I obfervatioos,ihe*fpqnd thispl^ce 
eo be in the latttudeibf tbirty*it wo -degrees Coijty m^r 
nutes; the fame with that of Bwnfi$t>Ayf^%'froni 
which'it is butrfifryi leagues diftiirt.- /. . ? ., . 
.'Ik the Gon^^eriation. this JMiflioiv^ry hiaf^.;.wi!tj[| 
the Highlanders during his itayt ^t the Conc^pfion, 
^ learned iiev«rarl . partioularl jcc^erpipg %}xe'\j 
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country, the truth of which Father Falconncf \Vas 
ordered to enquire into. The firft was, that of 
a ftone ftatue, -buried, to the middle, in fand, wirh 
arms as large as the thighs of an ordinary woman; 
and every other part that could be feen of a pro- 
portionable fize i the fex, as far as could be difco- 
vered, female. The fecond, and mod important 
particular, and which all the Indians unanimoufly 
confirmed, was, that the river of SaHies ieparates, 
at fome diftance from the fea (at what diftance we 
are not told), into two branches ; and that, ifi xh6 
ifland formed by this feparation, there are Spaniards, 
that is to fay, Europeans; for, the Indians of this 
country give the' name of Spaniards to dli the Euro- 
peans that come in their Way. Yet the Spaniards 
of Paraguay know nothing as yet, by their own ex-^ 
perience, of an j fuch people. The fanid li^tana 
added, that their anceftors traded to this ifland; but 
that^ having killed fome of the inhabhdrtiis {oh ^hat 
occafion. they did not fay), thty dfbpt all comrhuni- 
totiofi with them; tha't, however, thfey ofteil few 
them ci^offing over to the main land' in large bb^ts; 
but that they could neveiP difcoVer, either how, or 
wben^ they fettled in that ifland. 

Tbe hopes, however, whfch many welF-difpofed 
perfons had conceived, of feei^ng the Chriftian Reli- 
gion foKdly eftateliftied throughout the Magellanic 
tends, a» far as the remotett extremity of South 
America, foon vattiiflied. 1 am not well enough 
furnifhed with materials to affign the reafons of it. 
All that I have been able to gather concerning the 
naatter is, that the Redudion of the Conception^ 
whofe foundation and happy progrefs I have related, 
and which fcarce yielded to the* moft flourifhing 
Rtcdutaions of Paragua;^, eithe* in the number or 
fervour of its Indians,* exifts no Ibnger-, and that, 

' • ' ' • • ' for 
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for fome time pull, there has been a very 4>ri(k 
war, in that quarter, between the Spaniards and 
Indians. 

During thcfc tranfadions there arrived certain 
orders from Spain, which thofc charged with the 
execution of them did not think proper to fufpend 
till proper reprefentations could* be made to His Ca- 
tholick Majefty, on the ill confequences that might 
attcgd it; fo that the Miflionarics, who, for near two 
ages paft, had been in the habit of exalting the mer- 
cies of God in changing fo many barbarous idola- 
ters into the mod fervent Chriftians, began, now, 
to fear they fliould foon have equal reafon to adore 
the depths of his judgment; as has been, for a 
long time paft, the cafe with regard to the church 
of Japan. 

The only comfort left them, and thofe who wifli 
well to the profperity of thefe new churches, watered 
with the fweat, and manured with the blood of (o 
many apoftolic men, and fo many new Chriftians, 
is in the piety of a Prince, who, on every occafion, 
has given the moft convincing proofs of the moft 
ardent and difmterefted zeal to. extend and firmly 
eftablifh the Kingdom of Jefus Chrift, to the re- 
motcft extremeties of his vaft empire. 

They, with equal reafon, flatter themfclves, that 
this monarch, after the example of his auguft pre- 
deceiTors, and conformably to what he himfeif has 
pra6tifed fince his advancement to the throne, will 
do them the fiame juftice in regard to their condudt on 
this occafion, as he has already done them iii regard 
to their conduft on other occafions, notwithftand- 
ing the bafe calumnies fpread, and ftili fpreading, 
againft them* His Majefty is no ft ranger to the 
danger to which many of theni. have expKifcd 
themfelvcs, in endeavouring to make their Neo- 
phytes conform to his views; and muft be fenfible, 

that 
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that they might, with time and patience, have fuc- 
ceeded in their endeavours, if his officers had not, 
with a peremptorinefs neither" neceflary nor enjoined 
them, required of thefe new Chriftians, what could 
not fail, if attempted, to deftroy the bulk of them. 
Accordingly, the bare propofal was fufficient to ex- 
cite fuch a ferment amongft them, as had like to 
have proved fatal even to feveral of their Miffionaries ^ 
thofe men, whom, after the perulal of this hiftory, 
the impartial world will, it is hoped, allow to have 
been their beft friends. 
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